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Mark 15:1-20 
03/14/2021 

Jesus’ Final Days 
His Rejection by Men 

 
This is my message written out prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format 
and any grammatical mistakes. This is meant to be spoken. 
 
S1 - Title Slide 
 
S2 – S4 Christina Read Passage 
 
And as soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and 
scribes and the whole council. And they bound Jesus and led him away and delivered him 
over to Pilate. And Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” And he answered him, 
“You have said so.” And the chief priests accused him of many things. And Pilate again asked 
him, “Have you no answer to make? See how many charges they bring against you.” But 
Jesus made no further answer, so that Pilate was amazed. Now at the feast he used to release 
for them one prisoner for whom they asked. And among the rebels in prison, who had 
committed murder in the insurrection, there was a man called Barabbas. And the crowd came 
up and began to ask Pilate to do as he usually did for them. And he answered them, saying, 
“Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?” For he perceived that it was out of 
envy that the chief priests had delivered him up. But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to 
have him release for them Barabbas instead. And Pilate again said to them, “Then what shall I 
do with the man you call the King of the Jews?” And they cried out again, “Crucify him.” And 
Pilate said to them, “Why? What evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Crucify 
him.” So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released for them Barabbas, and having 
scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified. And the soldiers led him away inside the 
palace (that is, the governor's headquarters), and they called together the whole battalion. And 
they clothed him in a purple cloak, and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on him. 
And they began to salute him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” And they were striking his head with a 
reed and spitting on him and kneeling down in homage to him. And when they had mocked 
him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. And they led him 
out to crucify him. (Mark 15:1-20) 
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S5 – Introduction 
 

• Today we begin a four-week series leading us to Easter Sunday. 

• With the gospel of Mark to guide us, and with Matthew Luke and John chiming in as well,  

• we’ll look at Jesus’ Final Days (on Earth). 

• We will see his Rejection, His crucifixion, His death and burial. 

• And finally, we’ll celebrate together His Resurrection. 

 

• Now if you’ve been a Christian for long, these events will not be new to you. 

• They are central to our faith and our salvation. 

• They are the heart of the gospel. 

• Paul makes that clear to the church in Corinth. In Chapter 15 he writes… 

S6 – For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our 
sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures, (1 Corinthians 15:3-4) 
 

• This is of first importance; this is the most important thing anyone can know. 

• That Christ died for our sins. 

• Scripture teaches that because of our sin, we deserve nothing but the eternal wrath of God. 

• But God sent Christ, who died in our place, paying the debt we owed.  

• Taking upon himself the wrath of God that we deserved. 

• So, this is the gospel that by his death, Jesus Conquered Sin. 

 

• But that was not the end of the gospel, because on the third day He rose from the dead. 

• He not only conquered sin, but he conquered death. 

• Because of Christ’s death and resurrection, those who trust in Him are saved from their sins. 

• And will be saved (Resurrected) to eternal life in his presence. 

• Through Jesus Christ, God provides us with salvation and justification and righteousness and 

resurrection and eternal joys in his presence. 

 

• And every Christian should have this gospel deeply embedded in their souls. 

• Because these truths, what Christ has done and will do for us, not only give us comfort and joy 

and hope. 

• They give us great cause to worship and honor and glorify God.  

 

• So, as we walk through these final events of Jesus life here on earth, I have a twofold purpose. 

• First, to teach us (to remind us) about the great suffering our Lord endured for us. 

• To see how he suffered and to take from his example lessons on how to deal with the pain and 

sorrow and suffering that we face in this life. 

  

• And second and most importantly, to remind us again and again that because of Christ’s death 

and resurrection, we have a great and eternal hope. 

• And this hope should cause us to regularly, even in times of great difficulty and sorrow, fall on our 

knees worshipping, honoring and glorify God for all he accomplishes for us through his Son, Jesus 

Christ. AMEN! 
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• So, let’s begin by looking at Jesus Rejection by Men. 

• But before we get to Mark, I want to remind us that Jesus’ rejection means our rejection. 

• In John 15:20 Jesus gives us these encouraging words… 

S7 – …A servant is not greater than his master. If they persecuted me, they will also persecute 
you…. (John 15:20) 
 

• Quite a promise. 

• And this promise has proven itself true throughout history. 

  

• One example occurred when William Booth began his mission work in 1865. 

• He experienced tremendous opposition to his work among the poor in London's East End,  

• The tent in which the work began was destroyed by a gang of thugs.  

• When the work moved to a warehouse, hoodlums and drunkards threw fireworks, stones and mud 

through the windows. 

 

• So, Booth and his followers came to realize that they were at war,  

• and in 1879 his Christian Mission became the Salvation Army with Booth as the General.  

 

• Persecution was fierce.  

• In 1889 some 669 Salvation Army members were assaulted.  

• Some were killed and maimed. 

  

• It took years of persecution and sacrifice before the general public in "Christian" England gave 

grudging recognition to the good of the Salvation Army's work. 

• and then it was not so much for the evangelistic preaching of the gospel, but for its social service 

activities. 

 

• General Booth and his followers lived out the truth of Jesus words.  

• If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you…. 

 

• And the reality that Christian will experience persecution is declared throughout the New 

Testament. 

• The Apostle Paul wrote to Timothy.  

S8 – Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, (2 Timothy 

3:12)  

• Paul also wrote to the Philippians while under arrest in Rome,  

S9 – For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in 

him but also suffer for his sake, (Philippians 1:29)  

• And it’s not only Paul who understood this… 

• Peter wrote… 

S10 – Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as 

though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's 

sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. (1 Peter 4:12-13)  
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• I hope we get the point here! 

• From the beginning of the church, trials, suffering, rejection and persecution has been part of what 

it means to be a Christian. 

  

• Sometimes the persecution is overt, as with Salvation Army.  

• At other times it’s subtle rejection.  

• But it is always there.  

• And if you take a minute and think about it, it makes perfect sense. 

 

• Because Biblical Christianity is in direct opposition to the Non-Biblical Cultures of this world. 

• Christianity is Counter Cultural. 

• David Zac Niringiye (Nur-in-jay), a man who endured the persecution of Idi Amin, emphasizes 

this by saying… 

S11 – If we are experiencing no opposition, we are probably going the same direction as the 

culture (David Zac Niringiye) 

• That should be a sobering warning for us who often seek to blend into the culture,  

• So that we don’t experience rejection or persecution. 

 

• And so, as we come to Mark 15:1-20,  

• Which describes Jesus’ Rejection by Men. 

• I want us to understand that these words were written to Christians in Mark’s day and ours that 

face rejection by their own culture. 

• And so, as Mark records the events of Jesus' rejection… 

• He is also encouraging that us... 

• “This is what our Lord faced, why should we expect anything different.” 

  

• The church was to understand that as followers of Christ they would undergo similar rejection.  

• Reflecting on Jesus' example would give them (and us) wisdom and strength to endure 

victoriously.  

 

• So, in Mark 15 we see that Jesus is rejected by three different people (or groups of people). 

• First, we see… 

S12 –  1. Jesus’ Rejection by the Religious Leaders  

• Mark 15:1 says… 

And as soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and 
scribes and the whole council. And they bound Jesus and led him away and delivered him 
over to Pilate. (Mark 15:1) 
 

• The reason they met very early in the morning was twofold.  

• First, it was illegal to convict criminals at night.  

• And second, they had to decide on a political charge that Pilate would accept, 

  

• Jesus' claim to be Messiah was religious and of no interest to the state. 
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• So, by twisting things just a little, they charged him with claiming to be king,  

• Which would have been a serious offense against Rome.  

 

• Now their actual rejection of Jesus had taken place a few hours earlier (at night) 

• Mark 14 records that during their interrogation of Jesus… 

• When the high priest, heard Him confess that he was the Messiah,  

• He tore his robes and shouted "blasphemy." 

• Then the High Priest said…  

S13 – “…What further witness do we need? You have heard his blasphemy. What is your 
decision?” And they all condemned him as deserving death. And some began to spit on him 
and to cover his face and to strike him, saying to him, “Prophesy!” And the guards received 
him with blows. (Mark 14:63-65) 
 

• Why such hate-filled rejection by these deeply religious men? 

• Well, if you’re familiar with the gospels, at least three reasons come to mind. 

 

• First, because Jesus was a threat to their power.  

• The religious leaders were the "power-brokers" of Israel.  

• And Jesus' ministry was loosening their grip on the people, and they could not allow that.  

• Power is addicting, and the addicted will hate and kill to support their habit. 

 

• Second, Jesus did not fit their expectations.  

• They believed the Messiah would come as a ruling King. 

• He would overthrow Rome with his armies and set up an earthly Jewish Kingdom. 

• And they would get even more power. 

• But Jesus came as a humble peasant King, preaching not the overthrow of Rome but the 

overthrow of sin. 

 

• Which leads us to the Third, and probably the biggest reason for their hatred of Jesus… 

• Because Jesus exposed their sin and showed them up for who they truly were.  

 

• He did this directly by calling them out for their hypocrisy. 

• And he did this indirectly by being a true example of righteousness. 

• Jesus had said earlier that very night in the upper room,  

S14 – If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have been guilty of sin, but now 
they have no excuse for their sin. Whoever hates me hates my Father also. If I had not done 
among them the works that no one else did, they would not be guilty of sin, but now they have 
seen and hated both me and my Father. (John 15:22-24) 
 

• Jesus' righteous life caused hypocrites (like these religious leaders) to hate him because it shone 

a light on their sin. 

• This (Jesus) with his compassion and love and mercy is what righteousness looks like,  

• Not these judgmental “law abiding” hypocritical men.  
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• Long-time pastor of Moody Memorial Church H. A. Ironside told a story that illustrates this point. 

• Once an African female chief visited a mission station.  

• Hanging outside the missionary's hut on a tree was a little mirror.  

• She happened to look into the mirror and saw her reflection, complete with terrifying paint and 

threatening features. 

  

• She gazed at her own frightening countenance and started back in horror, exclaiming,  

• "Who is that horrible-looking person inside that tree?"  

• "Oh," the missionary said, "it is not in the tree.  

• The glass is reflecting your own face." 

  

• The woman would not believe it until she held the mirror in her hand.  

• She said, "I must have the glass. How much will you sell it for?"  

• "Oh," said the missionary, "I don't want to sell it."  

 

• But the woman begged until he capitulated, thinking it might be best to sell it to avoid trouble.  

• So, he named a price, and she took the mirror. 

• Exclaiming, "I will never have it making faces at me again,"  

• she threw it down and broke it to pieces.  

 

• This is just what the religious leaders did to Jesus.  

• His righteousness was a mirror into their sinful souls. 

• And instead of repenting of their sin they sought to reject and destroy the mirror. 

 

• This is also seen in the persecution of William Booth and the Salvation Army.  

• 1800s English society with its slumlords, industrial pirates, liquor merchants,  

• and an uncaring Church were made to see themselves, and they hated it. 

 

• And it’s the same today.  

• When a Spirit-filled believer models Christ, showing life as it should be, many are angered. 

 

• I remember when a young Thai college student approached me on campus. 

• Even though he was smiling he was clearly not happy. 

• He asked “What did you do to my friend Cee” 

• Cee had recently given his life to Christ. 

 

• I said what do you mean. 

• He replied, we use to hang out and drink and pick up girls together. 

• Now he doesn’t what to do those things. 

• All he wants to do is read the Bible you gave him and go to church. 

• I want the old Cee Back. 

 

• Cee had changed and his friend didn’t like it one bit. 
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• Anglican Archbishop William Temple said,  

S15 – The world would not hate angels for being angelic; but it does hate men for being 

Christians. It grudges them their new character; it is tormented by their peace; it is infuriated 

by their joy. (William Temple) 

• So, never think the world (people in general) will pat you on the back when you repent of your sin 

and seek to live a righteous life. 

 

• You will become for them that mirror that must be broken. 

• That friend, family member, neighbor or co-worker that must be rejected. 

 

• But take heart, there is a positive side as well. 

• Like Nicodemus who was drawn to the righteousness of Christ,  

• There are those who will see your changed life and be drawn to the one who brought the change. 

 

• But those will be the exceptions to the Rule. 

• Like the religious leaders who rejected Jesus, most people will reject His followers.  

• So when you are rejected for being a Christian, know that you are in good company. 

• Now we turn to… 

 

S16 – 2.  Jesus’ Rejection by Pilate 

 

• To better understand this rejection, we need to know something about Pilate.  

• His career before becoming the governor of Judea is unknown,  

• However, he undoubtedly worked his way up through the Roman system.  

• Some think that his marriage to Claudia Pro-cula may have gained the position for him. 

 

• What we do know of Pilate from ancient historians and Scripture is not positive.  

• Josephus says… 

• He was an inept and heavy-handed administrator.  

• He insulted the Jews by having his soldiers bring flags bearing images of Caesar into Jerusalem, 

almost causing open rebellion. 

 

• He also raided the sacred Corban treasury of the Temple (a treasure to be used only for service 

to God) to pay for building an aqueduct.  

• Those who objected were beaten by his soldiers.  

 

• Pilate ultimately lost his job when he ordered his calvary to attack Samaritans who were 

assembled at Mt. Gerizim in a religious quest.  

• The fourth-century historian Eusebius records that after this, life got really bad for Pilate and he 

eventually committed suicide. 

 

• Pontius Pilate was a man who lusted for power and position,  

• He put his career before everything, including people and principle.  

• So, when he finally lost his position, his life was not worth living.  
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• So with that as a background, we turn to the Scripture. 

• As Jesus stood before Pilate, the religious leaders made their charge of high treason, saying, 

"This man would be King!"  

• Then beginning in Mark 15:2 we see Pilate’s response. 

S17 – And Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” And he answered him, “You have 
said so.” (Mark 15:2) 
 

• Pilate seems to be curious about Jesus. 

• But apparently the religious leaders, don’t like his questions or Jesus’ answer.  

• Because they jump right in, verse 3… 

S18 – And the chief priests accused him of many things. (Mark 15:3) 
 

• The gospel of Luke gives more details…  

S19 – And they began to accuse him, saying, “We found this man misleading our nation and 

forbidding us to give tribute to Caesar, and saying that he himself is Christ, a king.” (Luke 

23:2) 

• But Pilate is not impressed with their accusations… 

• In verse 4 of Luke 23 we read… 

S20 – Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no guilt in this man.” (Luke 

23:4) 

• Pilate wasn’t stupid, he saw what was going on,  

• These men viewed Jesus as a threat to their power and they wanted Rome to get rid of him for 
them. 

• So, undaunted they continued their accusations, Luke 23:5… 
 
S21 – But they were urgent, saying, “He stirs up the people, teaching throughout all Judea, 
from Galilee even to this place.” (Luke 23:5) 
 

• Come on man, he’s going everywhere causing trouble with his teaching. 

• Then in Mark 15: 4-5 we read… 

S22 – And Pilate again asked him, “Have you no answer to make? See how many charges they 
bring against you.” But Jesus made no further answer, so that Pilate was amazed. (Mark 15:4-
5) 
 

• Jesus' silence was a most eloquent answer.  

• Pilate was used to loud protests, but there was only silence.  

• Isaiah prophesied of this… 

S23 – He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is 
led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his 
mouth. (Isaiah 53:7) 
 

• Now Pilate believed Jesus is innocent, but the Religious leaders won’t let it go. 

• So, according to Luke, Pilate sends Jesus to Herod, where Jesus again kept silent.  
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• Herod sent him back, saying that he had done nothing deserving death.  

 

• John records that Pilate then took Jesus back inside the palace and questioned him personally.  

• And among other things Jesus told him,  

S24 – …“My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants 
would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is 
not from the world.” (John 18:36) 
 

• Pilate saw it all for what it was:  

• Jesus was no power seeking revolutionary.  

• He was a victim of establishment envy.  

• So again… 

S25 –...he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I find no guilt in him.” (John 18:38) 
 

• Pilate has a dilemma.  

• He believes Jesus is innocent, but he also knows that the Jewish religious leaders want him out of 

the way. 

• So, what will he do, will he stand up for what he knows to be true or will he capitulate to the will of 

others for the sake of his own position and power? 

 

• Well, we all know the answer. 

• It seems that above all Pilate does not what any trouble for himself. 

• An insurrection would not look good on his record.  

 

• Then a seemingly perfect solution presents itself… this will get me off the hook. 

• Mark 15:6…. 

S26 – Now at the feast he used to release for them one prisoner for whom they asked. And 

among the rebels in prison, who had committed murder in the insurrection, there was a man 

called Barabbas. And the crowd came up and began to ask Pilate to do as he usually did for 

them. (Mark 15:6-8) 

• There was a custom at Passover of granting amnesty to a prisoner of the people's choice.  

• He had in custody a notorious criminal,  

• He would give the crowd a choice.  

• Of course, they would choose to grant amnesty to this harmless Jesus. 

• But in verses 9-15 we read…  

S27-28 – And he answered them, saying, “Do you want me to release for you the King of the 

Jews?” For he perceived that it was out of envy that the chief priests had delivered him up. 

But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release for them Barabbas instead. And 

Pilate again said to them, “Then what shall I do with the man you call the King of the Jews?” 

And they cried out again, “Crucify him.” And Pilate said to them, “Why? What evil has he 

done?” But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him.” So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, 

released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified. 

(Mark 15:9-15) 
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• Pilate must have been dumbfounded by their response: 

• And so, in his mind, he is left with no choice,  

• His top priority is to avoid any problems so he can keep his position and power.  

• So, to placate the people, he released Barabbas. 

 

• Now in Mark it seems like Pilate ordered Jesus’ scourging and crucifixion at the same time. So 

Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released for them Barabbas, and having scourged 

Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified. 

 

• Scourge him first and then crucify him. 

• But the other gospels show that there was a break between Pilate’s order to scourge Jesus and 

his order to have him crucified. 

 

• It seems that Pilate doesn’t actually want to condemn an innocent man to death. 

• So, he has one remaining idea which would perhaps gain the sympathy of the people.  

• I will have Jesus scourged and then and that will be enough. 

• Mark records the scourging in verses 16-20… 

S29 – And the soldiers led him away inside the palace (that is, the governor's headquarters), 

and they called together the whole battalion. And they clothed him in a purple cloak, and 

twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on him. And they began to salute him, “Hail, 

King of the Jews!” And they were striking his head with a reed and spitting on him and 

kneeling down in homage to him. And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the 

purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. [BREAK] And they led him out to crucify him. 

(Mark 15:16-20) 

• The scourging was done by the dread flagellum whip,  

• This whip consisted of leather straps with pieces of bone and lead attached.  

• Of this type of scourging Eusebius writes   

S30 – [Martyrs] were torn by scourges down to deep seated veins and arteries, so that the 

hidden contents of the recesses of their bodies, their entrails and organs, were exposed to 

sight. (Eusebius) 

• So, this scourging left Jesus with bone and cartilage showing.  

• Again, Isaiah Prophesized… 

S31 – …his appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance, and his form beyond that 
of the children of mankind— (Isaiah 52:14) 
  

• With His body bloody and marred, his features disfigured… 

• Pilate brings him back in front of the people. 

• In John 19:5 we read… 

S32 – So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to 
them, “Behold the man!” (John 19:5) 
 

• Wearing the mocking crown of thorns and faded purple robe,  

• Jesus stood before them beaten and bloody... 
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• And Pilate declares… "Behold, the man! (Ecce Homo!)."  

• Kent Hughes in his commentary on this passage writes… 

S33 – This is not the unmarked Ecce Homo by Richard Westall which hangs behind the pulpit 

of All Souls in London. The true scene, if reproduced here, would cause some of us to faint. 

Pilate was saying, Behold "the poor creature. " Have pity on him. (Kent Hughes) 

• So, was there any pity? 

• John records that…   

S34 – From then on Pilate sought to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release this 

man, you are not Caesar's friend. Everyone who makes himself a king opposes Caesar.” (John 

19:12) 

• At this, Pontius Pilate, the one man who could have stopped it all, completely caved in!  

• Why?  

• Because his position and power were everything to him.  

• And he was not going to take the chance of sacrificing his career for this Jesus, 

• So, he capitulates and sends Jesus to the cross. 

 

• And Pilate is a picture (an example) of so many throughout history and today.  

• Thousands have rejected Christ to protect their power and position.  

 

• We may even be tempted ourselves.  

• "Oh, you don't mean that you take the Bible literally. Are you one of those Bible thumpers! 

• Do you actually believe that ancient book has any relevance today? 

 

• How many have gone only so far with Christ,  

• and then stopped because they fear losing something in this world. 

• Whether it be power or position or relationship or respect. 

  

• How many of us, who claim to trust in Christ?  

• Do not proclaim Christ because of our fear of being rejected by our culture. 

• How many of us value our worldly power, position, relationships respect more than Christ? 

• More than being his representative in this world. 

 

• Pilate knew Jesus was innocent, but he rejected him anyway. 

• We know Jesus is God come in Human flesh to die for our sins. 

• The question is will we reject him, will we refuse to represent him, to avoid the rejection of this 

world. 

• Or will we stand up and proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ, come what may! 
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• So, we’ve seen Jesus’ rejection by both the religious leaders and by Pilate. 

• Now we turn to… 

 

S35 –  3. Jesus Rejection by the People 

• Pilate, even with all his issues, didn’t want to put an innocent man to death. 

• He asked the crowd, “Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews” 

• And beginning in verse 11 we read… 

S36 – But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release for them Barabbas 
instead. And Pilate again said to them, “Then what shall I do with the man you call the King of 
the Jews?” And they cried out again, “Crucify him.” And Pilate said to them, “Why? What evil 
has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him.” So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the 
crowd, released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be 
crucified. (Mark 15:11-15) 
 

• The crowd preferred Bar-Abbas to Jesus! 

• Why?  

• Was it just because the chief priest had stirred them up? 

• Were the people just pawns in hands of the religious leaders? 

• I think not… 

• They preferred Barabbas because he was closer to the kind of Messiah that they wanted!  

 

• He was a leading Zealot (a patriot to some), a political activist who was willing to kill for his cause. 

• And this appealed to the people. 

 

• Jesus, however, had disappointed them with his inaction.  

• The people chose lawlessness instead of righteousness,  

• violence instead of love, war instead of peace. 

• Jesus didn’t act the way they thought he should, so they rejected him in favor of another. 

  

• And we can look down on the crowd and say we would not do such a thing…. 

• And maybe we wouldn’t. 

 

• But Have you ever been disappointed with Jesus or with God?  

• Have you ever expected him to act in a certain way, only to find he did not and will not?  

• Barabbas seems much more logical.  

• But God says:  

S37 – For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the 
LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways 
and my thoughts than your thoughts. (Isaiah 55:8-9) 
 

• When things are not going how we think they ought. 

• We have a choice, are we going to trust God or not. 

• Are we going to believe that he knows what he is doing or not? 

• Thank God that he does not fit into our little box!  
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• Thank God he did not take the way of Barabbas. 

• And thank God he does not listen to our advice,  

• but instead does what’s best for us in spite of our objections. 

 

• So, we’ve seen Jesus’ rejection by the religious leaders, by Pilate and by the People. 

• We have seen the humiliation and pain that he suffered on our behalf. 

• And remember the cross is yet to come. 

• This is just the beginning of the sacrifice he made for you and for me. 

 

• And I pray that what Jesus did has made its way deeper into our souls. 

• Knowing that the God of the Universe allowed himself to experience the rejection of men… 

• That for our sake he was rejection by those he created,  

• I pray that this truth will drive you daily to your knees in worship of Him. 

• That it will cause us to live lives dedicated to and proclaiming his glory. 

 

• And that we will remember Jesus words. 

S38 – …A servant is not greater than his master. If they persecuted me, they will also 

persecute you…. (John 15:20) 

• As we examined Jesus’ rejection, know that if you seek to serve him. 

• If you seek to obey him and follow after him… 

• you too will experience rejection. 

 

• And I pray that as we increasingly experience the rejection of this world (this Godless culture). 

• That we will be driven deeper into the loving arms of our lord and savior Jesus Christ. 

• He knew rejection like no other. 

• And he will bring us comfort and love and even joy as we experience rejection for his sake. 

Prayer… 

 

 


