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Christmas 2022 

Luke 2:10-20 

The Christmas Story 

The Good News – Part II 

 

This is my message written prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format and 

any grammatical mistakes. This is meant to be spoken. 

 
Title Slide  
 
1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all 
went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the 
town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of 
the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with 
child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to 
her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn. 
 
8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I 
bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will 
find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 
15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let 
us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made 
known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a 
manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them 
concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But 
Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
(Luke 2:1-20) 
 
Title Slide - Introduction and Review 
 

• Merry Christmas! 

• And appropriately this morning we concluded our series through Luke chapter 1-2:  

• “The Christmas Story” 
 

• This morning we will continue our look at the GOOD NEWS surrounding the Birth of Christ. 

• The Good news the angels brought to the shepherds. 
 

• Last night (Christmas Eve) we saw 5 aspects of the GOOD NEWS. 

• If you are using the notes in the bulletin, I have filled in all the blanks from last night. 

• Just a quick review… 
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1.  The Good News Was of God’s Sovereignty 

• God was in control of the Birth and LIFE of His Son. 

• He moved an Empire to make sure Jesus was born in Bethlehem as the prophet declared.  

• And God is in control of our lives as well.  
 
2.  The Good News Was of God’s Humility 

• Jesus was born into and lived a life of humility. 

• We as His followers are called to do the same. 
 
3.  The Good News Came to the Least 

• The Shepherds the least in their society were the first to hear of and see the Savior. 

• By this God demonstrated that the Good News is available to all. 
 
4.  The Good News Destroys Fear 

• By sending His Son to die for our sins. 

• Man’s greatest fear, death, has been conquered. 

• Emmanuel, God with US, what do we possibly have to fear. 
 
5.  The Good News Brings Great Joy 

• The Good News is so good it causes exuberant heart felt gladness, happiness, JOY. 

• But it is also so profound that it can bring JOY even in the difficulties of life. 

• Those are the five aspects of the Good News we saw last night… 

• Now we come to five more!  

• First or Sixth… 
 
6.  The Good News is for All People   
 

• Verse 10 
 

10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that 
will be for all the people. (Luke 2:10) 
 

• Some believe that Matthew 28:18-20, the great commission where Jesus says Go and make 

disciples of all nations is the first time, we’re told that the gospel (the good news) is for all 

people.  

• That up until that point, it could have been for the Jews alone. 

  

• But right here (at the Birth of Christ) the angels make it clear the good news of great joy is for 

everyone. 

• ALL PEOPLE, Jews and Gentiles. You and Me. 
 

• If you ever wonder, why Bridges Church sends and supports missionaries. 

• Why we have a missionary of the month. 

• Why over 20% of our budget goes to our ENDS of the EARTH MINISTRIES. 

• This is why, because the Good NEWS is for ALL PEOPLE! 
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• Now this doesn’t mean that all people will accept the good news. 

• But it does mean that all people should have an opportunity to hear the good news. 
 

• The Shepherds heard the good news from the Angels. 

• And speaking of angels… 

• How many of you have seen the movie, “It’s a wonderful life?” 

• I love that movie! 

• It’s my favorite Christmas Movie. 

• I used to force (invite) my children to watch it every year. 

• Now I need to start in on my grandchildren. 
 

• But even though the movie is awesome, it does have a theological problem. 

• Maybe the movie has more than one theological problem but the one that I’ll point out this morning 
has to do with angels. 
 

• In the movie angels are portrayed as people who’ve died. 

• Clarence, George Bailey’s guardian Angel, was once a man. 

• Now he’s an angel trying to earn his wings… 
 

• But this is not an accurate portrayal of angels. 

• Angels were created by God as angels. 

• They were never human beings.  

• And human beings will never be angels. 
 

• Okay so we have that important bit of theology straightened out. 

• Sorry, you will never be an angel, no matter how hard you try? 
 

• But there is one very important way that ANGELS and PEOPLE are the SAME. 

• And it has to do with the fact that THE GOOD NEWS IS FOR ALL PEOPLE! 
 

• One of the important things about NEWS is that it must be communicated. 

• In fact, is NEWS really NEWS if it is not communicated. 
 

• And since the GOOD NEWS is for ALL PEOPLE then it must be communicated to ALL PEOPLE. 

• The angels started the process. 

• They were the first messengers of the GOOD NEWS 
 

• In fact, the word ANGEL means MESSENGER. 

• Remember Gabriel took a message from God to Daniel in the OT and Zechariah and Mary in the 
NT 

• And this group of angels come with a message of Good News of Great Joy for All people. 
 

• And like these angels, we are also called to be Messengers of the Good News to ALL PEOPLE! 

• To the church in Corinth Paul writes… 
 
20 …we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on 
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. (2 Corinthians 5:19-20) 
 

• We are God’s messengers his ambassadors. 
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• What is an ambassador? 

• Well with regards to nations, an ambassador represents one country to another. 

• The US has ambassadors all over the world, representing our interests. 
 

• And in a very similar way, we are ambassadors of Christ. 

• We are Jesus’ representatives. 

• Our job as those who know Jesus is the same as that of the angels. 

• In fact, we have a word for that job, for telling others about JESUS? 

• We call it evangelism.  

 

• Have you ever noticed that the word ANGEL is right there in the middle of the word 
evangelism? 

• The word evangelism means to proclaim, and it relates to the word angel which means 
messenger. 

• Messengers proclaim, they bring news…. 
 

• After the Shepherds here the message from the angels,  

• And after they go and see the child, 

• they provide a great example of what it means to be a messenger… 
 
17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this 

child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured 

up all these things, pondering them in her heart (Luke 2:17-19) 

 

• Once the shepherds heard and experienced the GOOD NEWS. 

• They shared it with others. 

• For them the GOOD NEWS was so good it could not be contained. 
 

• And maybe this Christmas the best gift you can give to those who haven’t heard or don’t 
understand the GOOD NEWS is to be like the ANGELS and the shepherds. 
 

• Be a messenger and tell them the GOOD NEWS that is for ALL PEOPLE! 

• Remember the GOOD NEWS must be proclaimed…. 

• Because… 
 
7.  The Good News is of a Savior 
 

• This is the good news of great joy for all people… Verse 11… 
 
11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior… (Luke 2:11) 
 

• This is not only GOOD NEWS but it is the best NEWs we could ever hear. 

• The savior has come. 

• But we can’t talk about Jesus being a savior unless we talk about what He saved us from. 

• So WHAT DID (what does) JESUS SAVE US FROM? 

• SIN – not the happiest topic but it was because of our sin that Jesus Came… 

• In a real sense, sin caused the need for Christmas. 
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• Here is the Bad News, that caused the need for the Good News. 

• Because of our Sin we were eternally separated from GOD. 

• And because we are sinners, there is no way for us to bridge that gap of separation. 
 

• This might be from man’s point of view the original NO WIN SITUATION!!! 

• But God, AGAIN THE TWO GREATEST WORDS…. 

• The GOOD NEWS is that God himself provided us with a savior. 

• One who saves us from our sin… 

• In Matthew 1:21, The angel makes this clear to Joseph… 

21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their 
sins.” (Matthew 1:21) 

• People want to receive believe in Jesus as a good man, a good teacher, an example of love to 
follow. 

• And yes, he is all these things. 

• But if we don’t receive him as the one who came to save us from our sins then we do not receive 
him at all.  

• We don’t believe in him for who he truly is. 

• Now when we say, he saved us from our sin, what do we really mean? 

• Do we mean the same thing GOD means? 

• I think we might need a little clarification on what it means that HE saves us from our sin. 
 

• There are those who want Jesus as Savior from the penalty of their sins but not as a Savior from 
their sins.  

• What do I mean by that? 

• They want to be saved from the consequences of sin (HELL),  

• but not from the pleasures of sin. 
 

• For the author if Hebrews says and we know by experience that we can choose to… 

25 …enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. (Hebrews 11:25) 

• But if you don't want Jesus to save you from the pleasures of sin,  

• If you don’t want Him to give you a new and deeper set of pleasures,  

• Pleasures that come from an intimate relationship with HIM! 

• Then you don't want or have Jesus as your Savior.  

• The apostle John understood this… 

8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the 
beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil (1 John 
3:8) 

• What are the works of the devil? – SIN. 

• Jesus came not just to forgive sin but to destroy it.  

• If we try to receive him only as sin-forgiver and not as sin-destroyer,  

• we don't receive him at all.  
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• We don’t believe in who he truly is. 
 

• Let me illustrate it this way. 

• Suppose you were very sick with pneumonia. 

• You go to the doctor, and he prescribes antibiotics. 

• You bring the medicine home and begin to rub it on your skin. 

• The doctor said you were supposed to swallow it. 

• It goes on the inside. 

• But you say, “I don’t care for the taste.   

• Besides it feels good on the outside.  

• I think it helps.” 
 

• "But the medicine is made to fight your disease from the inside.  

• You're going to die if you don't swallow it!"  

• But you say, "I think it will work this way.  

• I feel better already."  
 

• To receive JESUS CHRIST as a sin-forgiver and not a sin-destroyer is like being deathly sick with 
pneumonia and using the precious antibiotic to rub on your skin.  
 

• THE GOOD NEWS IS THAT Jesus Christ is a great Savior.  

• He will save you from your sin. 

• He will save you from the penalty of sin. 

• But he will also save you from bondage to sin. 
 

• He will save you from the fleeting pleasures of sin. 

• And He will do this by giving you fullness of joy in HIM. 

• But to receive this GOOD NEWS. 

• To receive this SAVIOR. 

• We must receive HIM on HIS terms. 

• It’s a package deal. 
 

• THE GOOD NEWS IS THAT We can and must receive him as a sin-forgiver and a sin-destroyer.  

• And There’s Another THING WE MUST receive him as… 

• The Good News is not of a savior alone… #8… 

8. The Good News is of a LORD. 
 

• Verse 11 
 
11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. (Luke 
2:11) 
 

• Yes He is a great and mighty savior… 

• But He is also Christ the Lord.   

• Christ is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew “Messiah” or Anointed One.  

• and LORD refers to one who has power to rule.   
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• God did not send Jesus as our friend although He is.   

• He did not send Jesus our Helper although He will.   

• He sent Jesus Christ our Lord.   

• He sent the one who will save us from our sins, Messiah.   

 

• But he also sent one with power over our lives.   

• The GOOD NEWS was never for Jesus to come only to save.   

• He came to be our LORD;  

• He came to rule in our lives. 

   

• Some people believe they only need to accept a portion of the GOOD NEWS. 

• Yes of course I am very happy that Jesus is my Savior 

• But this LORD stuff isn’t what I am after. 

• He can save me 

• He can make sure I go to heaven 

• But I am going to remain in control of my own life. 
 

• Just so we’re clear! 

• This is not an option. 

• Jesus does not give us the option taking only part of His offer. 

• It is a package deal. 

• Jesus is SAVIOR and LORD. 

• He is the sin-forgiving, sin-destroying, Lord of our lives. 
 

• And I do want to make one more thing crystal clear! 

• We would all agree that the fact that JESUS is our SAVIOR is GOOD NEWS of GREAT JOY! 

• But it needs to be said that The FACT that JESUS is LORD is also Good NEWs of GREAT JOY! 
 

• This is because of the KIND of LORD He is. 

• You see there are different KINDS of LORDs 
 

• We see this illustrated in the famous Dickens Classic a Christmas Carol. 

• Most of us are probably very familiar with this story, so I won’t go into a lot of detail. 

• It has been made into several movies. 
 

• Including my favorite, “The Muppet Christmas Carol” 

• The story centers on Ebenezer Scrooge. 

• A heartless miser who RULES or LORDS over PEOPLE. 

• Especially His employee Bob Cratchit 
 

• Scrooge is uncompassionate, uncaring and unloving towards Cratchit. 

• For Scrooge Cratchit is just a tool to help Him gain more wealth. 

• But that all changes when Scrooge is transformed by the visit of three Spirits. 

• Christmas Past, Present and Future. 

• He vows to change. 
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• And as Dickens put is…  “He remains true to his word” 

• He becomes a better man. 

• He becomes a better boss. 

• Yes, He is still Cratchit’s boss, his LORD… 

• But he no longer views Cratchit as a means to an end. 

• But as a friend who he cares for and helps. 
 

• Do you think Cratchit found it easier to submit to Scrooge after His transformation? 

• Once he knew Scrooge cared for him. 

• I think So. 

• Once we know our LORD has our best interests at heart submission becomes a JOY. 
 

• And this is the kind of LORD we have in Jesus Christ. 

• One who loves and cares for us,  

• one who wants what is best for us  

• and not only that but one who has the power to accomplish what is best for us. 
 

• We have a GOOD AND POWERFUL LORD and that is GOOD NEWS for us! 

• And there is more… 
 
9.  The Good News is for God’s Glory 
 

• Verse 12…  To the shepherds the Angels say… 
 
12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in 
a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising 
God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom 
he is pleased!” (Luke 2:12-14) 
 

• The angels say Glory to God! 

• What does that mean? 

• What does it mean that God is glorified? 

• The word Glory means to honor, to praise, to worship. 

• To declare the greatness of. 
 

• The angels give us a great example of what it means to Glorify God. 

• It means opening your mouth and praising, honoring, worshipping God. 

• Why? 

• Because He’s sent His Son. 

• GOD’S SON, A SAVIOR, CHRIST THE LORD has ARRIVED. 

• The angels were Glorifying God for this wondrous event. 
 

• And later in the story we see the shepherds following their example… 

• Remember in verse 17 we read that the shepherds…  

• made known the statement which had been told them about this Child. 
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• How did they do that? 

• I believe verse 20 gives the answer… 
 
20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as 
it had been told them. (Luke 2:20) 
 

• The shepherds glorified God by letting their world know that God had provided a Savior. 
 

• To glorify God is to tell the world of the great things HE HAS DONE. 

• For us it certainly means coming to WORSHIP SERVICE. 

• Joining together to praise and honor our LORD & SAVIOR. 
 

• But it does not start and stop on Sunday mornings. 

• We truly glorify God in our world when the people we know, know that He is the most important 
thing to us. 

• When they know we can’t live without him. 

• When they see a difference in our lives. 

• When they ask what makes us different. 
 

• And when you like the Angels and Shepherds share of the savior who came. 

• And the savior who has changed your life. 
 

• If this Christmas you want to give God the very best you can give,  

• then give Him GLORY  

• Give him glory this Christmas morning as we gather to honor his coming into the world. 

• And give him glory throughout the week as you make his glory known in your world. 

• For the Good news is for God’s Glory. 

• And finally, 

 

10. The Good News is for Our Good  
 

• That might seem redundant, but I want to be very clear about just how good this good news is. 

• Remember I mentioned earlier that humanity was in a terrible situation. 

• Because of our Sin He was eternally separated from GOD. 

• And because we are sinners, there was no way for Him to bridge that gap of separation. 

• But it was even worse than that. 

• We are not only separated from God, but we have made war with God. 

• Paul says that we were His enemies. 
 
10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, (Romans 
5:10) 
 

• What a horrible, terrible, awful situation to be in. 

• Can there be a worse situation than to be an enemy of the all-powerful creator of not only the 
universe but of YOURSELF, YOUR OWN CREATOR! 

• But the GOOD NEWS Changes all of that. 

• The GOOD NEWS offers an end to the WAR. 

• The GOOD NEWS offers PEACE… 
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• But Peace for whom?  

• Verse 14 
 
14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”  

(Luke 2:14) 

 

• Peace among men on whom He is pleased.  

• Yes, the GOOD NEWS is for all people  

• It is to be carried to the ends of the EARTH. 

• But only some will find the Good that it offers. 

• Only some will find Peace with GOD.   

 

• The angel says Peace will come to those “with whom He is pleased.”  

• So, we better know how to please GOD. 

 

• That’s a question that man has asked from the beginning of time. 

• The religions of man are based around this very question. 

• How can we please GOD? 

• Or what can we do so GOD will be pleased with US! 
 

• Maybe if we do the right rain dance. 

• Maybe if we build the right kind of altar. 

• Maybe if we make the right sacrifices. 

• Maybe if we die for His cause. 

• Maybe if we give enough money. 

• Maybe if we go to church every Sunday. 

• Maybe if we live by the Golden Rule. 

• Maybe if we read our Bible every Day. 

• Maybe if we Pray enough. 
 

• And the list goes on 

• The list of ways we think GOD WILL BE PLEASED WITH US. 

• But there is really only one way to please GOD! 

• The author of Hebrews tells us… 
 
6 And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must 
believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. (Hebrews 11:6) 
 

• Without faith it is impossible to please God.  

• Without trusting in Him alone. 

• Without surrendering everything to HIM.   

• Without believing that it’s only because of Jesus Christ crucified in our place that you are saved. 

• Without forsaking all our human efforts it’s impossible to please him. 
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• We cannot overstate the importance of faith… 

• Martin Luther makes that clear when he said… 

God our Father has made all things depend on faith so that whoever has faith will have 
everything, and whoever does not have faith will have nothing. (Martin Luther) 

• The Good NEWS of Great Joy must go to ALL PEOPLE. 

• Everyone must hear the Good news that Jesus Christ is Savior and Lord to the Glory of God the 

Father. 

  

• But this Good News of Great Joy only brings peace to SOME 

• Those who have faith those who surrender to GOD –   

• Only those who receive Jesus as their SAVIOR – 

• Only those who submit to him as LORD. 

• Only those who seek the GLORY OF GOD. 
 

• So this Christmas Morn I would encourage you to Receive the Good News. 

• The gospel of Jesus Christ. 

• That you might experience Great Joy,  

• Joy because Christ became one of us and Christ died for us… 

• So that we might have eternal peace with God, through Him. 
 

PRAYER… 
 
 


