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Christmas 2022 

Luke 2:1-10 

The Christmas Story 

The Good News – Part I 

 

This is my message written prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format and 

any grammatical mistakes. This is meant to be spoken. 

 

• Over the past several weeks we’ve been looking at The Christmas Story recorded in Luke 
Chapters 1-2. 

• We’ve seen the announcement of both John and Jesus’ Birth. 

• We’ve seen Mary’s visit to Elizabeth and her Magnification of the Lord. 

• We’ve seen John’s birth and his Father’s Blessing to the Lord. 
  

• And today we come to the climax of the Christmas Story. 

• Both tonight (Christmas Eve) and tomorrow (Christmas Day) we will look at the Birth of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ recorded in Luke Chapter 2 verses 1-20. 
 

• Now most of us have heard this story many times. 

• But I want us to see that it is much more than a story we tell once a year. 

• What I want us to focus on are the words spoken by the Angels to the Shepherds 
 

10 …I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. (Luke 2:10) 
 

• This is more than a story, it’s good news of great joy,  

• It’s the gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God who entered our world, over 2,000 years again as 
one of us. 
 

• And what makes it exceptionally good news is that even though it took place over 2,000 years 
ago. 

• It is still having an impact on lives today. 

• The good news, it just as good as it was that first Christmas when the Angels declared it to the 
shepherds. 
 

• So, let’s spend some time considering the Good News that came with the Birth of Christ.  

• And the first thing I want us to see is that… 
 
1.  The Good News Was of God’s Sovereignty  

• In verse 1 Luke writes… 

1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all 
went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the 
town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of 
the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with 
child. (Luke 2:1-5) 

• Luke gives us the facts of the story. 
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• As we will see, basically explaining why Jesus came to be born in Bethlehem. 

• But have you ever considered just how amazing it was that God ordained beforehand exactly 
where Jesus would be born 
 

• In the Book of Micah.  

• Written some 700 years before Jesus’ Birth, we read…. 

2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you 
shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, 
from ancient days. (Micah 5:2) 

• This is a prophecy of where the Messiah would be born. 

• And as we know Biblical Prophecy is History written in advance. 

• So the Messiah’s birth in Bethlehem was a given. 
 

• But God still had to make it happen 

• Mary and Joseph were living in Nazareth. 

• But the prophecy specifically said Bethlehem. 
 

• So, in order to fulfill His word and bring two people to Bethlehem that first Christmas,  

• God put it in the heart of Caesar Augustus that the ENTIRE Roman world should be COUNTED 

• And to do that they must each return to their own HOMETOWN? 

• Proverbs 21:1 says:  

1 The king's heart is a stream of water in the hand of the LORD; he turns it wherever he will. 
(Proverbs 21:1) 

• Scripture is clear that everything, even KINGS are in God’s Hands. 

• He is Sovereign. 

• He was in control at the Birth of His Son. 

• He worked all the details out, even though it meant moving an empire. 

• And that should say something for us as well. 

• God is in control of the circumstances surrounding our lives as well. 
 

• All the kings and presidents and premiers and chancellors of the world follow the sovereign 

decrees of our Father in heaven,  

• God’s Hands are at work in the empires of the world to bless his children.  

• The Good News of Christ’s Birth was in God’s Hands. 

• And the Good News for You and I is that we are still in God’s Hands. 
 

• So, don’t think, because you experience adversity, that God has somehow lost control. 

• How do you think Joseph and Mary felt on that long journey to Bethlehem. 

• How do you think they felt when there was no room at the inn. 

• How do you think they felt when Jesus, the MESSIAH was born in a BARN… 

• They may have wondered if God had lost control. 

• But he hadn’t because he can’t. 
  

• Do you ever wonder if God has lost control? 
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• Maybe like many in our world today you are experiencing Financial or other Hardships. 

• You must face hard choices. 

• Maybe this Christmas; there will be less under the tree. 

• And this is difficult… 

• But never, no never think that God is not in control. 
 

• You see, there seems to be a principle among us HUMANS. 

• We tend to grow and learn and trust and pray and seek God more in difficult times.  

• So, you can see, how from God’s perspective, difficult times might not be as undesirable as they 
are for you and I. 
 

• It’s not our earthly prosperity that God is concerned about.  

• It’s not a comfortable life, It’s not idyllic circumstances that God desires. 

• He desires that we grow in relationship with Him 
 

• And He works in our circumstances  

• Even through our employers or lack of employers.  

• Even through the crashing Stock Markets. 

• Even through a government that seems … 

• He works through all of these things and more… 

• that we HIS Children might become more like his Son Jesus Christ. 
 

• And that is GOOD NEWS!  

• So first, the good news was in God’s hands and second…  

2. The Good News Was of God’s Humility 
 

• Verse 6 
 
6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there 
was no place for them in the inn. (Luke 2:6-7) 
 

• If everything is in God’s Hands… 

• If God was able to use an empire-wide census to bring Mary and Joseph from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem. 

• He could have made sure they had reservations at the inn. 

• He could have arranged for a more comfortable bed. 

• He could have seen to it that His Son had something more than cloths to be wrapped in. 
 

• Yes, he could have done that and more. 

• Jesus could have been born into a wealthy family.  

• He could have grown up in a palace with servants. 

• But in Mark 10:45 Jesus says of Himself… 
 

45 For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom 
for many.” (Mark 10:45) 

 

• The Family God Chose for Him to Enter and the circumstances surrounding His Birth. 
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• Were only the beginning of the Humble Life our Lord was called to live. 

• He came to serve, and he came to give his life as a ransom for many. 

• Why? 

• Well Paul writing to the church in Corinth tells us… 
 
9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake 
he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. (2 Corinthians 8:9) 
 

• Jesus, humbled Himself and became a man. 

• He was born into humble circumstances. 

• He was born into poverty. 

• Why? 

• For Your Sake and Mine. 

 

• That he might not only provide for our salvation 

• But provide us with an example to live by. 

• An example of humility. 

• This example of humility is pictured in JESUS BIRTH into HUMBLE circumstances. 

• And in HIS life that Humbly submitted to the will of His Father…. 
 

• The apostle Paul captures that Humility and applies it to you and I… 

• In Philippians 2:5-8 he writes… 
 

5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in 
the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, 
by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human 
form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross 
(Philippians 2:5-8) 
 

• The GOOD NEWS is of a HUMBLE SAVIOR 

• It is of GOD becoming Man. 

• The GOOD NEWS is that we have Jesus as an example of HUMILITY. 

• And third… 
 

3.  The Good News Came to the Least   
 

• Verse 8 

 
8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were filled with great fear. (Luke 2:8-9) 
 

• The Bible talks a lot about sheep and shepherds. 

• Jesus called Himself the Good Shepherd. 

• The early church took the word Shepherd to refer to their Leaders, their Shepherds, their Pastors. 
 

• So we might picture a Shepherd is a somewhat Heroic way. 

• Like (Charlton Heston) Moses Before the Children of Israel.. 

• Standing before His Sheep with a staff in one hand and a Bible in the Other. 
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• And under His White Robes He has a T-SHIRT with a BIG S on the CHEST for SUPER 
SHEPHERD. 

 

• But that was not the way Shepherds were looked upon by the people of Jesus’ day. 

• In the First Century, it seems, shepherds -- had a different reputation.  

• German Theologian Joachim Jeremias in His Book “Jerusalem in the Time of Jesus” said this 
about Shepherds. 

 
Because they were often months at a time without supervision, They were often accused of 
stealing some of the increase of the flock. Consequently, the pious were warned not to buy 
wool, milk, or kids from shepherds on the assumption that it was stolen property. Also, 
shepherds were not allowed to fulfill a judicial office or be admitted in court as witnesses. 

- Joachim Jeremias 
 

• A midrash (Jewish Commentary on Scripture) on Psalm 23:2 reads, "There is no more 
disreputable occupation than that of a shepherd." 
 

• So as you can see, Shepherds were on the low end of the Jewish Cultural Hierarchy. 

• So why did God choose shepherds to be the first witnesses of his Son?  

• Why shepherds and not priests or governors or scholars or Pharisees or heads of state?  

 

• Maybe because Jesus, was to be none of those when he grew to manhood?  

• As Dr. James Allan Francis wrote in His essay titled ONE SOLITARY LIFE. 

 

“He never did one of the things that usually accompany greatness. He had no credentials but 

Himself.”  

• Maybe another reason shepherds were the first to witness the birth of Jesus was because as we 

have already mentioned Jesus would one day refer to himself as the “Good Shepherd.”  

 

• Or Maybe it was because of the role of Shepherds in Israel’s History. 

• Even though, in Jesus’ day, the occupation of shepherd was not looked upon favorably. 

• Some of Israel’s greatest leaders were shepherds—Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, and David, to 
name a few.  

 

• The prophet Isaiah pictured the Messiah as having the qualities of a Shepherd. 

• Isaiah 40:11 
 
11 He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry 

them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young. (Isaiah 40:11) 

 

• Maybe it’s for all of these reasons that God chose to announce the birth of His Son to Shepherds. 

• But I think it was mainly for a different reason. 

• The same reason He chose Fishermen and Tax collectors to be His Disciples. 

• The same reason the Apostle Paul wrote to the Church in Corinth… 
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26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly 
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is 
foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 
strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring 
to nothing things that are, 29 so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. (1 
Corinthians 1:26-29) 

• Shepherds, by reputation, were not wise or influential. 

• They were definitely not of noble birth. 

• To many in their world they were considered foolish, weak and lowly. 

 

• But God…  THE TWO MOST POWERFUL WORDS IN THE BIBLE… 

• But God chose the foolish things of the world… 

• God chose Shepherds, the LEAST, to witness the birth of His Son. 

• To demonstrate that the Good News is Available to All 
 

• And God still today chooses the least, the foolish thing of the world to shame the wise. 

• This does not mean he never chooses those the world would consider “wise” or influential; those 
who are of noble birth. 

• But it does mean that those He chooses are not relying on their wisdom; influence or noble birth. 

• We must understand that even our greatest wisdom is foolishness to God. 

• We must understand that even those with great influence have no impact on God’s choice. 

• And we must understand it is not noble birth that gains entrance into God’s Kingdom. 

• It is the NEW BIRTH provided by His SON. 

• That we are unable to boast Before HIM. 

• The Good News came first to the LEAST 

• That all people, no matter what their station in life is, might know that God’s Gift is available to 

Them. 

• And fourth… 
 
4. The Good News Destroys Fear 
 

• At the beginning of verse 10 we read… 

 
10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not… (Luke 2:10) 
 

• Angels seem to generate a certain amount of fear in people. 

• The angel said to Zechariah: "Fear not!"  

• He said it to Mary: "Fear not!"  

• And now he says it to the shepherds: "Fear not!" 
 

• I understand that their immediate fear was generated by the appearance of an angel. 

• And the angel’s word to “Fear Not” was for that particular circumstance. 

• But I also understand the symbolic nature of Jesus’ Birth being announce with the words FEAR 
NOT. 
 

• I understand that human beings are by their very nature; fearful… 

• It's a natural thing for a sinner to fear.  

• The more guilt we have, the more things we fear:  
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• fear of being found out for some little deceit,  

• fear that some pain we are experiencing is God's judgment,  

• fear of dying and meeting the holy God face to face. 

• But even though it's natural, God sends Jesus with the words: Fear not!  

• Hebrews 2:14-15 says that Jesus became a man… 

14 … that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the 
devil, 15 and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. 
(Hebrews 2:14-15) 

• Doesn't this last phrase imply something freeing for our daily life?  

• If the worst fear—fear of death—has been taken away through the death of Christ,  

• Then surely God does not want us to fear the lesser things in life:  

• Job insecurity,  

• Public Speaking – Although some would rather die than speak publicly. 

• Sharing our Faith 

• Being rejected by your friends,  

• Or the Big one that surrounds so many of our other FEARS FEAR of Failure 
 

• The Good News Destroys these and OTHER FEARS!  

• As we talked about in our first point this morning. 

• God is ruling the world for the good of his children.  

• And He has not only commanded us to FEAR NOT. 

• But He has given us reasons why we should not fear. 

• He has given us promises in His word:  Here are just a few…  

• Isaiah 41:10 

10 fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will 
help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. (Isaiah 41:10) 

• He is with us He will strengthen us even in our weakness. 

• How can we fear! 

• Isaiah 41:13 

 
13 For I, the LORD your God, hold your right hand; it is I who say to you, “Fear not, I am the 
one who helps you.” (Isaiah 41:13) 
 

• He has promised to help us 

• How can we fear! 

• 1 Peter 5:7 
 

7 casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. (1 Peter 5:7) 
 

• He actually cares for you. 

• And He has the power to care for you. 

• What do you or I have to be anxious about to fear if these words are true! 

• AND THEY ARE! 

• Psalms 27:1 
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1 The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my 
life; of whom shall I be afraid? (Psalms 27:1) 
 

• If God is with you, If he has provided your salvation, if he is your stronghold. 

• WHO OR WHAT COULD YOU POSSIBLY FEAR? 

• THE GOOD NEW was introduced with the words FEAR NOT 

• And the GOOD NEW continues to drive out our FEARS… 

• And finally, for this evening… 
 
5. The Good News Brings Great Joy 
 

• This is where we started and this is where we end… 
 

10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that 

will be for all the people. (Luke 2:10) 

• In the place of fear THE GOOD NEWS puts great joy.  

• Not partial joy, not half joy but great joy.   

• THE GOOD NEWS is that we can live a life full of joy.   

• Joyless faith in Jesus is a contradiction in terms.  

• Paul told the Philippians…  

 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. (Philippians 4:4) 

• Our joy is not in the things of this world, it is not based on our circumstances. 

• Our joy is in the Lord. 

• And it’s based on the fact that the sovereign God sent his one and only Son into our world. 

• And that Son, Jesus Christ, in humidity became one of us, 

• And died for us… 

• that through HIS death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 

and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. (Hebrews 2:14-15) 

 

• That is good news of great joy. 

• And now Brian is going to come and joyfully lead us as we conclude our service by lighting 

candles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


