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 Who is this Jesus – Week 1 
Philippians 2:5-6 - He is God 

 
S1 - Title Page 
S2-S3 – Christina PHIL 2:5-11 
S4 - Introduction 
 

• The passage that Christina just read from Philippians is where we are going to spend the four 
weeks of Advent, leading us into Christmas. 
 

• Now for me Christmas has always seemed a little schizophrenic. 

• Like we have one name (Christmas) for two very different ideas. 
 

• In the Bible we read the Christmas Story of a young couple that could find no room in the Inn,   

• A baby born into very humble (even poor) circumstance,  

• born in a stable placed in a manger (a feeding trough).  

• But in our Cultural Celebration of Christmas, we surround ourselves with wealth, gift giving, warm 
houses and amazing feasts. 
 

• We sing about shepherds, but we spend our time shopping.   

• We read about angels from heaven, and wise men from the East… 

• And we talk about Santa Claus, elves, and Reindeer from the North.  
 

• There seems to be a major disconnect between the Christmas story found in Scripture  

• And what we experience all around us.  

• It’s clear that our world (our culture) has turned Christmas into something much different than a 
celebration of Christ’s entry into the world. 
  

• And even in the church we often miss the point.  

• We focus on the story of Mary, Joseph, the angels, the wise men, and the shepherds.  

• We focus on all the circumstances surrounding the story.  

• But we can miss the main point, the main person.  

• Not to be cliché but we can miss the true meaning of Christmas. 
 

• The Meaning of Christmas is clearly not found in our cultural celebrations. 

• It’s not even found primarily in the circumstances of Jesus birth, 

• But it’s found in the identity of the baby in the manger. 
 

• WHO IS THIS JESUS that entered our world? 

• The meaning of Christmas is found in the fact that the God of the Universe would become a 
crying, screaming, bedwetting baby. 

• A baby that needed to be taught and changed and fed.  

• A baby that was dependent upon his own creation to take care of him. 
 

• The meaning of Christmas is found in this incredible reality. 

• The reality of a God who entered our world as a little baby named Jesus.  
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• So, what we’re going to do over the next four weeks is to ask and hopefully answer (at least in 
part) the question,  

• Who is this Jesus? 

• And to do that we are going to spend some time in Philippians 2:5-11.  

• This passage has been called a Christ hymn.  

• Possibly the first Christian Hymn ever written. 
 

• And its purpose was and is to both exalt Christ for who He is (To worship Christ) 

• And to call his church to follow him because of Who he is. 
 

• And that will be our purpose as well. 

• To learn and reinforce the truths of who Jesus is that we might exalt him more. 

• That we might grow in our worship of him. 

• And that we might grow in following him. 
  

• In these 7 verses we get an amazing summary of Who Jesus is. 

• And I think we get the greatest understanding of the meaning of Christmas in all of Scripture. 
 

• So, over the next four weeks I want us to see four truths about Jesus. 

• For most of us these won’t be new truths. 

• And so, we might be tempted to tune out, to say I’ve heard this before. 
 

• But I’d encourage you to not do that! 

• Because whether we’re hearing them for the first or the 100th time. 

• These truths, about who Jesus is, are foundational to our faith. 
 

• And it’s my goal and prayer to present them in such a way that those who’ve never heard them 
will be drawn by God’s Spirit to put their faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

• And those who’ve heard and believed them already will not only be reminded of who Jesus is… 

• But will be equipped to share Who Jesus is with others. 

• Evangelism, sharing the Gospel, sharing your faith with others is primarily about telling them who 
Jesus is? 

• And flowing out of who he is, comes what he has done for you and what he offers to do for all who 
put their trust in him. 
 

• So even if you don’t take notes normally this might be a good time to start.  

• Because in a very real sense, this Advent series on Who is this Jesus is meant to equip God’s 
people to share Jesus with their friends and family and neighbors and co-workers and anyone 
else that God leads you to. 
 

• And Philippians 2:5-11 will serve as our anchor text and our outline. 

• But we will look at other passages as well. 

• Other passages that reinforce these four truths about Jesus. 

• Passages that we can use (even this Christmas) to tell people who Jesus is and why he was born.  
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• So, the four truths about Jesus that we will cover over the next four weeks are as follows:  

• Today we will see that He is God,  

• And in subsequent weeks we will see that He is Man, He is Savior, and He is Lord. 
 

• We begin with the truth that He is God.  

• Look at verses 5 of Philippians 2.  

• Paul writes,  
 
S5 - Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, (Philippians 2:5) 
 

• Verse 5 serves as a call to be like Christ, to follow Christ. 

• To have the mind of Christ. 

• Paul is calling his readers to grab hold of Christ as their example. 
 

• And as we’ll see this week and in weeks to come, Paul calls us to follow Christ’s example of 
humility. 

• Because Christ humbled himself in a way that would have been inconceivable. 

• Listen to verse 6… 
 
S6 - who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, (Philippians 2:6) 
 

• This verse speaks of Jesus’ willingness to humble himself. 

• To not count equality with God a thing to be grasped. 

• We celebrate Christmas because Jesus did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped. 

• Next week we will talk more of this humility and how it led him to take the form of man. 
 

• But this week we’re going to focus on the fact that  
 
S7 – 1. JESUS WAS IN THE FORM OF GOD  
 

• This obviously sets Jesus apart from everyone else in all of history.  

• This is not just your normal baby born into this world.  

• This is someone who was in the form of God.  
 

• The word for form in the Greek is "morphe" which means nature or essence.  

• The essentials of his being. 

• What he exists as.  

• He exists in the nature (NIV) or form (ESV NASB KJV) of God.   
   

• That doesn't mean he's like God.  

• It means He is God in his essence; He exists as God.  

• His nature is God.  
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• So, the very nature of that little crying baby in the manger is that of the GOD of the UNIVERSE. 

• Incredible and in many ways Incomprehensible. 

• But let’s try and comprehend as much as we can. 
 

• And to do that I want to go to another “Christmas” story found in Scripture. 

• Again, not the traditional ones found in Matthew and Luke 

• But the one found in John’s Gospel. 

• Because there we find that  
 
S8 - 2. JESUS IS THE WORD OF GOD 
 

• John begins his gospel, his biography of Jesus Christ with these words. 
   

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. (John 1:1) 
 

• Then in verse 14 we read. 
 
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the 
only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14) 
 

• This is John’s Christmas Story. 

• And it can help us comprehend Philippians 2:6.  

• John is taking us back to the beginning and he says that the Word that became flesh (JESUS) 

• Existed in the beginning with God and as God. 

• John describes Jesus’ nature his form as THE WORD. 
 

• Now the obvious question is why does John call Jesus the word?  

• Think about it.  

• He starts with "In the beginning".  

• Do those words remind you of anything?  

• The first words of the Bible in Genesis 1:1 we read… 
 

S9 - In the beginning God…  (Genesis 1:1) 
 

• Before anything else existed, there was God.  

• AND in the beginning was the Word.  

• In the beginning there was God and the Word.  

• And in verse 3 of Genesis 1 we read… 
 
S10 - And God said let there be light. (Genesis 1:3) 
 

• God spoke, and creation happened.  

• How did it happen, by God’s Word?  

• God spoke and it came to be.  

• God's power in creation is revealed through his Word.  

• So, God reveals himself, his power, who he is through his Word.  
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• The Word of God is His revelation, the expression of Himself.   

• And the fact that Jesus is the Word of God… 

• Means Jesus is God reveling Himself to our world. 

• Jesus is God revealed in human flesh. 

• In John 14:9 Jesus says…  
 
S11 - …Whoever has seen me has seen the Father… (John 14:9) 
 

• Jesus existed in the form of God – His nature is God.  

• Jesus is the Word of God – God’s revelation of himself to the world. 

• So clearly from these texts when we ask the question Who is this Jesus? 

• The answer must be HE IS GOD. 
 

• But let me ask another related question?   

• Did Jesus ever specifically say that he was God?   

• WAIT FOR IT, NOT REALLY… 

• The New Testament never quotes Jesus saying, "I am God."  
 

• In fact, that's what many people, especially Muslims or Jehovah’s Witnesses, say to Christians… 

• They will say something like this… 

• “Why do you believe that Jesus is God when Jesus never says that he is God.” 
 

• How would you respond to this challenge? 

• As I said, part of the purpose for this message is to equip us to answer this kind of question. 

• To equip us to show that even though Jesus does not say the words “I am God”. 

• Scripture reveals that he does claim to be God.  
 

• So, let’s look at a few of the passages were Jesus (maybe indirectly, but clearly) claims to be God.  

• Many of which are found in John’s gospel. 
 

• In John 5 we find one of the clearest pictures that we have of the deity of Christ. 

• There we see that… 
 
S12 - 3.  JESUS IS EQUAL TO GOD 
   

• Jesus just healed a guy on the Sabbath,  

• And some of the religious leaders are mad at the guy who had been healed. 

• Why?  

• Because he's carrying his mat on the Sabbath.  

• What’s up with that?  

• The guy has never walked before in his life.  

• He picks up his mat and starts to walk for the first time,  

• And the religious leaders come up to him and say, "Put your mat down.  

• It’s the Sabbath man?"  
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• And when they find out that Jesus healed him, they go after Jesus.   

• Look at Verse 16-18.  
 
S13 - And this was why the Jews were persecuting Jesus, because he was doing these things 
on the Sabbath. But Jesus answered them, "My Father is working until now, and I am 
working." This was why the Jews were seeking all the more to kill him, because not only was 
he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal 
with God. (John 5:16-18) 
 

• When Jesus talks about God as his Father, He's not talking about how you and I have a father. 

• He's talking about how He and God the Father are related to one another. 

• As the Jewish leaders knew, He is making himself equal with God.  
  

• He makes himself equal to God not just by calling God his Father but by “working on the 
Sabbath” 

• Notice that Jesus doesn’t say, “What are you guys talking about, I’m not working, I’m healing, 
that’s not work” 

• He acknowledges he is working just like his Father. 
 

• Both Jesus and the Jews knew that God didn't completely rest on the Sabbath.   

• He continued the work of sustaining all of creation.  

• God doesn’t take a day off. 
 

• But they had stringent rules to make sure that they (as men and women) did not work on the 
Sabbath.  

• So, for Jesus to be working and to claim the right and the authority to work on that day,  

• He was equating himself with God (the Lord of the Sabbath).  

• So, in John 5, Jesus is, all be it indirectly, claiming to be equal to God. 
 

• Next In John 8 we see that… 
 

S14 - 4. JESUS HAS THE NAME OF GOD 

• Jesus is conversing with the religious leaders again.  

• At the end of the chapter, they are talking about how Jesus may be a demon possessed 
Samaritan.  

• And Jesus replies in Verse 54,  
 
S15 - Jesus answered, "If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, 
of whom you say, 'He is our God.' But you have not known him. I know him. If I were to say 
that I do not know him, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and I keep his word.  
 

• And then beginning in verse 56 Jesus drops this bombshell… 
 
S16 - Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was glad." So the 
Jews said to him, "You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?" Jesus said to 
them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am." (John 8:54-58) 
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• Let's stop there for just a second.   

• What does Jesus mean before Abraham was, I AM,  

• I am What, I am Who? 

• What is he talking about? 

• Remember, In the Exodus 3 (at the burning bush) when Moses asked God his name  

• We read in Exodus 3:14 
 
S17 - God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM." And he said, "Say this to the people of Israel, 'I AM 
has sent me to you.'" (Exodus 3:14) 

  

• God says His name is I AM. 

• And Jesus applies this name to himself. 

• Jesus is claiming to be God. 
 

• And just to make sure we are not reading into this text something that's not there.  

• Look at what they did next.  

• In Verse 59 it says,  
 
S18 - So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the 
temple. (John 8:59) 
 

• Why would they want to stone him?  

• You stone a blasphemer.  

• You stone someone who equates himself with God.   
 

• There can be no doubt that the people of Jesus’ day knew that Jesus was claiming to be God,  

• And many of them weren't happy about it.  
 

• There is a similar story in John chapter 10. 

• We don’t have time to look at it in detail but in verse 24 the Jews specifically ask Jesus to tell 
them if he is the Christ. 

• In response Jesus says the miracles he does speak for him 

• He also says that he has the power to give eternal life. 

• And then the Jews try to stone him for claiming to be God for only God can give eternal life. 
 

• Jesus’ enemies knew that he claimed to be God. 

• But what did his friends think. 
 

• Let’s go to John 20 where we will see… 
 
S19 - 5. JESUS IS “MY LORD AND MY GOD” 
 

• Jesus has risen from the grave… 

• Which is great evidence that something is different about him.  
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• When you get to John 20:26, Jesus is spending time with his disciples.   

• Look what happens.  
 
S20 - Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although 
the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." 
Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and 
place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe." Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my 
God!" (John 20:26-28) 
 

• Thomas makes the boldest statement yet of Jesus’ deity. 

• If Jesus was not claiming to be God, this would have been the perfect opportunity to say,  

• "What did you call me? Thomas, you've got it all wrong. You missed the point. I'm not God." 

• But That's not what he says.  
 

• In Verse 29 Jesus told him,  
 
S21 - Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet have believed." (John 20:29) 
 

• Jesus confirms Thomas bold statement. 

• Jesus confirms that He is the LORD, HE IS GOD. 
 

• So, these are just a couple of examples of Jesus claiming to be God… 

• Though He doesn't say the words, "I am God."   
 

• And this is just one of the Gospels.  

• You've got Matthew, Mark, and Luke, as well  

• In Mark 2 we see that  
 
S22 - 6. JESUS FORGIVES SINS LIKE GOD 
 

• Jesus was in Capernaum at a house preaching the word. 

• And four men showed up carrying a paralytic. 

• But because of the crowd they couldn’t get to Him, so they removed the roof and let the man down 
right were Jesus was. 

• And Jesus not only Physically heals the paralytic… 

• But in verse 5 we read… 
 

S23 - And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, "Son, your sins are forgiven." 
(Mark 2:5) 

 

• Do you see what’s going on here?  

• Jesus claims to forgive sins. 

• C. S. Lewis said that Jesus’ claim to forgive sins was the claim that set Him apart.  

• For Lewis it was the straw that broke the camel back in seeing the deity of Christ. 
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• For you to do something wrong to someone else,  

• and for me to say you must come to me because you have offended me, you have sinned against 
Me.  

• This is a very bold claim,  

• A claim that only God can make. 

• So, again we see that Jesus, even though he never says “I am God” is still clearly claiming 
to be God.  
 

• Now, once we've got that established,  

• Once we see that Jesus did claim to be God,  

• Then it seems to me and others that there are just 
 
S24 - FOUR OPTIONS TO JESUS’ TRUE IDENTITY 
   

• You may have heard these options before. 

• But I think it is important, especially this time of year, when you hopefully will be engaging people 
in conversation about JESUS, the CHRIST of Christmas, that you hear these options again. 

• That you hear these options and are equipped to share both WHO JESUS IS and WHO HE IS 
NOT with those who don’t know him. 

 

• The first option would be that  
 
S25 – 1. Jesus was a LEGEND 
 

• Yes, The Bible says that Jesus claimed to be God, but it's just a story.   

• It's fictional.  

• It's mythological.  
 

• Now we don't have time to investigate the truth, authenticity and reliability of Scripture. 

• There are many books written on this subject.  

• I RECOMMEND The New Evidence That Demands a Verdict by Josh McDowell. 

• First 4 Chapters (READ). 

• Evidence presented in this book and others make it clear that no other ancient document that has 
anywhere near the historical reliability of the Bible. 
 

• Also there has been much archeological evidence to show the historicity of this book. 

• I just finished reading Eric Metaxas New Book titled… 

• Is Atheism Dead. 

• In this Book Metaxas looks at scientific evidence that points to a Creator. 

• And to archaeological evidence that points to the reliability of the Bible. 

• With regards to Jesus specifically, among other things Metaxas points out…. 
 
S26 - Josephus twice refers to Jesus in his History of the Jews, written in the last years of the 
first century. The Roman senator and historian Tacitus in his Annals writes of Jesus and his 
crucifixion too, and in a letter to the Emperor Trajan the Roman historian Suetonius—who was 
also the governor of Bithynia and Pontus—discusses what to do with the troublemaking 
Christians who refused to worship the emperor. (Eric Metaxas, Is Atheism Dead?) 
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• So not only is the New Testament (which clearly presents Jesus as an actual historical person) 
reliable. 

• But the fact Jesus existence is also attested to outside the pages of Scripture. 
And therefore, Jesus is more than just a legend, more than just a story that was made up. 

• But that’s our first option, Jesus is a Legend.  

• The second option is that  
 
S27 - 2. Jesus was a LIAR 
 

• If Jesus claimed to be God but wasn’t, then he must have been a liar.   

• Now, I don’t think very many people, even those who don’t believe Jesus was God, would say that 
He was a liar. 

• Instead, they would say something like what Thomas Jefferson said several 100 years ago,  
 
S28 - Jesus is the highest, the greatest of human teachers. He is a great teacher, a great man 
who had powerful things to say, things that his people need to listen to more. He had great 
teachings. He wasn't God. He was a great teacher, a great man." (Thomas Jefferson) 

 

• Now, remember we have established the fact that Jesus clearly claimed to be God. 

• In fact, it was at the core of his teaching.   

• His teaching revolved around himself.  

• Example: John 14:6-7 
 

S29 - Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.  If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now 
on you do know him and have seen him." (John 14:6-7) 

 

• And so, if at the core of teaching he's saying he is God, and he's not God,  

• Then that might make him a liar.  

• And if he's a liar, then the last thing we would say is that he is a great teacher.   
 

• Do you call a teacher great who at the core is lying and deceiving everyone that he  
teaches?  

• Do you call a great man somebody who goes about deceiving people intentionally  
his entire ministry?  

• Obviously, that would not be a great man.  

• But that's our second option, Jesus is a Liar.  

• The Third option, is  
 
S30 - 3.  Jesus is a LUNATIC   
 

• Maybe he just plain lost it? 

• Because if historically he did claim to be God, He’s not a legend.  

• And if he believed his claim was true, he wasn't trying to lie.  

• But if he is not God, then he was just plain crazy.  
 

• He was just a guy who thought he was God.  
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• He would not be unique in that; many people have thought they were God. 

• And we tend to know what to do with those people.  
 

• If I started claiming to be God, then you know that it's time for me to step down from leadership 
and it's time for me to get some serious help.   
 

• But if I claim to be God and then start walking on water  

• and feeding 5,000 people with five loaves and two fish  

• and raising people from the grave  

• and healing people with diseases and sickness,  

• And preaching profound life changing messages on love and forgiveness. 

• You might say, "Well, I better think again about what He is claiming." 

• It doesn’t make sense that a crazy man would do and say such amazing things. 
  

• But that's one option.  

• Jesus thought he was God,  

• He was trying to be as truthful as possible, but he had just lost his mind.  
   

• The thing is that hardly anybody would say that Jesus was a lunatic. 

• Even many non-believers (Thomas Jefferson) have much respect for Jesus as a person.  

• They know he existed, and they wouldn't say he's a lunatic or a liar.  

• Mahatma Gandhi who studied the Bible and Christianity said… 
 
S31 - Jesus is ideal and wonderful, but you Christians – you are not like him. (Mahatma 
Gandhi) 

 

• Whether Gandhi’s conclusion about Christians is true or not is not the point. 

• The point is that those who examine the life and teachings of Jesus, even if they don’t put their 
faith in him, still view what he does and says in a positive way.  

• They say things like he was a good man, a great teacher, ideal and wonders. 

• They don’t say he was a liar, or he was crazy. 
  

• So, if Jesus did claim to be God. 

• And we don’t believe he is a legend, liar, or lunatic. 

• Then the only possibility is that what he said was actually true. 

• And  
 

4. S32 - Jesus is LORD  
 

• We will talk more about Jesus being Lord in several weeks. 

• But, in his classic book Mere Christianity, C. S. Lewis has stated it well…. 
 
S33 - "You can shut him up for a fool, you can spit on him and kill him as a demon, or you can 
fall at his feet and call him Lord and God.  But let us not come with any patronizing nonsense 
about his being a great human teacher.  He has not left that open to us, and he did not intend 
to."  (C. S. Lewis) 
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• It's not an option to just call Jesus a great man or a great human teacher. 
 
S34 - He is either a legend, a liar, a lunatic or the LORD 
 

• Now with that realization we have a decision to make. 

• Because how we answer the Question of WHO IS THIS JESUS has a direct impact on our lives. 
 

• There are four options but only two decisions. 

• If you believe that Jesus was a legend or a liar of a lunatic, then your decision is the same. 

• You must reject him as Lord. 
 

• That's one option, to reject him.   

• I don’t recommend it, it seems the evidence is against it. 

• But this is an option that many have taken and continue to take.   
 

• But there is another option another decision. 

• If you believe that Jesus Christ is who he claimed to be. 

• If you believe that he is Emanuel God with Us. 

• That he “was in the form (the nature) of God” 

• That he is the Word of God, the Self-Expression of God among us. 

• God incarnate, God in the Flesh. 

• Then you must receive him as Lord and Savior. 

• Again, The Apostle John makes that clear… 
 
S35 - But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God, (John 1:12) 

 

• When you receive him, you are saying I believe in Him and I belong to Him.   

• You are giving your life to Him. 

• You are giving you life to God because that is Who he is. 
  

• Those are the two options I want to put before all of us.   

• I want to challenge every person here to deal personally with those two options. 
 

• Today if you know Him, if you are His child,  

• If you have believed in Him and you belong to Him,  

• Then this is a time to remember that He is the Lord of your life. 

• This is a time to worship and honor him as God. 

• This is a time to remember that you gave him control of your life and you are called to follow him. 

• This is the time, in obedience to his commands, to tell others Who he is, what he has done for you 
and what he offers to do for them.  
  

• But if you have never believed in his truths and received Jesus into your life,  

• If Today WHO JESUS IS has become clear to you. 

• Then I want to invite you for the first time to say, Jesus (God), I believe that what You said is true.   
 

• Jesus, you are not a liar and not a legend and not a lunatic.   
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• You are the Lord.  

• You are God and therefore I trust you with my Life.  

• I give my life to you. 
 

• PRAYER 
 

 


