
Interceding for the Church 
(Sermon Outline)

- Introduction (SLIDE 1)


• By unforeseen circumstance, I find myself standing before you this morning to 
bring to us the Word.


• I felt excited and privileged and honored the first time I did so just last July.


• I felt privileged and honored the second time, when due to unforeseen 
circumstance I stood before you again. It was planned that Steve Covarrubias 
would preach that Sunday, but God apparently had different plans, so I was called 
upon, and with God’s help, I was able to, for the second time, preach the Word.


• In asking me to preach that last time, Cliff said that I should ready myself by having 
a sermon prepared, ready to go should the need arise. 


• So taking his advice, upon the completion of that sermon, I began to ready one for 
just such a circumstance.


• Little did I know that I would have to get it polished so soon and now I find myself 
up here once more, and I have to tell you, it is pretty daunting.


• It is still a privilege, but the more I do it, the more I realize what a heavy 
responsibility it is.


• I’m not just telling you all this to stall for time. I want you to realize what a burden 
preachers are under to faithfully preach the Word of God.


• I’m sure that it gets easier with practice, and many godly men who have been 
called to the preaching and teaching ministry would never desire to do anything 
else.


• But it is intimidating. 


• Anyway, I have prepared a sermon, and since I am standing here, I testify that God 
answered my prayer in its formation this past week.


• The text I had been working on is from the first chapter Paul’s Epistle to the 
Colossians, verses 9-14.


• I chose it originally for two reasons.


• The first is that the last 2 verses of that passage are very special to me in that I 
stumbled upon them while in the hospital with my eldest son, Hayden, in his dying 
hours. In fact, they are engraved upon his urn.
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• The second is that it seemed that it would be an easy passage to exegete. There is 
a lot of very good meat here.


• Now I am admittedly inexperienced in this preaching routine. I am not formally 
trained for the preaching ministry, nor even public speaking, for that matter. 


• My experience comes solely from a lifetime of listening to sermons. I have heard 
good ones and bad ones and so-so ones, and I am good judge of sermons.


• But as far as the preparation and execution of a sermon, this is only my third at 
bat.


• So as I began to delve into this passage in preparation for preaching from it, I 
began to realize as I took notes and read commentaries and listened to other 
sermons on this same passage, I realized that all the points and thoughts, the 
meat that I was finding was suitable more for a feast, not a meal, a book, not a 
sermon.


• And this was just last Wednesday.


• So I was getting a little concerned if I could stand here today and deliver a single, 
concise homily for us. 


• So I prayed, and decided that I should simply go through the passage, exegete it 
to the best of my ability, and when I get through it, discover the application for us 
in this particular instant.


• This is in no way going to be an exhaustive exploration of this passage, for it is 
one of those passages that I think the church should look to for its regular and 
ongoing practice.


• Let’s pray for the Spirit to guide us.

- Holy Spirit, as we look to Your Word please give us wisdom to see what You 

reveal to us there. Please enlighten us to gain the riches of our inheritance in 
Christ. Amen.


- The Text (SLIDE 2)

Colossian 1:9-14 — And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for 
you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom 
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and understanding, so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: 
bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; (SLIDE 3)

being strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance 
and patience with joy; giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the 
inheritance of the saints in light. He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and 
transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins.

	 


• This passage is Paul telling his brothers and sisters in Colossae how he is 
interceding for them. (SLIDE 4)


• Intercession, of course, means intervening on behalf of another; and intercessory 
prayer is when you pray to God on behalf of someone else. When you pray for 
God to meet the need or to bless someone else, you are interceding for them.


• So we have here an Apostolic example of how to intercede in prayer for others.


• Now Paul had never been to Colossae, had never met anyone there as far as we 
know, with the exception of Epaphras who had come to Rome while Paul was 
imprisoned there to seek Paul’s help with the challenges and struggles facing his 
church and the other churches in the surrounding region of Laodicea and 
Hierapolis.


• Epaphras probably became a Christian during the time of Paul’s ministry in 
Ephesus that we read about in Acts 19:10, and it was Epaphras who took the 
gospel to his home city.


• We can gather from the rest of the letter to the Colossians that it was some sort of 
gnostic heresy that was troubling the churches of that region, a heresy that 
insisted that there was some secret knowledge that could be and needed to be 
gained apart from the gospel of Christ that Paul and the Apostles had taught to the 
church.


• (SLIDE 5) In his prayer for them, Paul addresses this right off by asking God that 
they “filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding.” v. 9
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• The Greek word for knowledge used here is the word epignōsis. It stands in 
contrast to another Greek word gnosis, also meaning knowledge. The words 
gnostic or gnosticism come from this greek word.


• But the word epignōsis implies a deep, intimate, experiential knowledge, and is 
used by Paul to emphasis that through the Spirit and the gospel of Christ is 
revealed and discerned the fullness of what we need to know God.


• (SLIDE 6) This knowledge that Paul prays for them to have is of God’s will. If we 
look in the letter to the Ephesians, which Paul wrote about this same time, he 
details his intercession for that church in a similar way.


• (SLIDE 7) There, Paul writes in Ephesians 1:16-18 — “I do not cease to give thanks 
for you, remembering you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the 
knowledge of him, having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know 
what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance in the saints”


• (SLIDE 8) Looking then to our text in Colossians, the will, the purpose, the plan 
that Paul prays for the churches to know is the hope to which the Father has called 
them.


• (SLIDE 9) And Paul will declare what God chose to make known, no longer secret 
or a mystery, but revealed to all the saints when we look down in verse 27 of 
Colossians 1 — “To them God chose to make known how great among the 
Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope 
of glory.”


• Paul’s prayer for the Colossian church is that they fully know the hope of glory they 
have in Christ.


• (SLIDE 10) Like the song we just sang: “Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! O what 
a foretaste of glory divine! Heir of salvation, purchase of God, Born of His Spirit, 
washed in his blood.”


• Ever since losing my son, Hayden, I have been very big on hope, and this song is 
absolutely one of my favorite hymns.
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• I sing it in my head often, and it never fails to flood my soul with wonderful peace, 
rest, confidence, and security.


• This is what I believe Paul is praying for the Colossian believers, that they have 
that sense, that feeling, that intimate knowledge, that blessed assurance of God’s 
will.


• And if you are still wondering what the Father’s will for us is, Jesus Himself tells us. 


• (SLIDE 11) In John 6:40, Jesus tells us “For this is the will of my Father, that 
everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I 
will raise him up on the last day.”


• Knowing what the Father has given us in Christ, letting that be our hope, and the 
understanding and spiritual wisdom that comes with it, is what Paul recognizes as 
the impetus of maturity in Christ, which is Paul’s passion, the thing he is striving 
for.


• (SLIDE 12) As he writes in verses 28-29 — “Him we proclaim, warning everyone 
and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in 
Christ. For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works within 
me.”


• Paul’s prayer continues on that the effect of this spiritual maturity to be manifest in 
their lives.


• When true intimate knowledge of God takes root in our lives, there must be 
evidence of that in our daily walk.


• Does not James tell us in his epistle that faith without works is dead? (James 2:26 
— “For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is 
dead.”)


• (SLIDE 13) The Apostle Paul understood this truth, so he prays that the Father fills 
them with the knowledge of the hope they have in Christ “so that they walk in a 
manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him.”


• He then goes on in his prayer asking that this be manifested in four specific way—


• (SLIDE 14) First: “bearing fruit in every good work” — Paul prays that they are 
productive in whatever ways they serve the Lord.
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• Much can be discussed here as to what fruit and good works are. That would be a 
chapter in my book.


• Suffice it to say that it is pleasing to the Lord, and Paul prays for it in his 
intercession for the saints.


• (SLIDE 15) Second: “increasing in the knowledge of God” — Paul prays that they 
continue growing, whatever state of maturity they achieve.


• Paul recognizes that God does not want stagnant Christians. 


• I experience this myself, every time I reread what I think to be a familiar passage of 
Scripture.


• In my sermon 3 weeks ago I spoke of our Infinite God, and of being finite 
creatures.


• Let us never think that we know God so well that He cannot overwhelm us with His 
glorious majesty.


• Paul prays for saints to be ever increasing, never satisfied, in seeking to know 
God.


• That is worthy of the Lord. That is fully pleasing to him.


• (SLIDE 16) Third: “being strengthened with all power, according to his glorious 
might” — Paul prays that the saints be supplied with God’s strength, just as he 
prayed for himself.


• Notice in verse 29 which we looked at a moment ago, and we see that Paul 
recognizes how dependent we are upon God.


• Paul’s toil and struggle were only possible because of the energy of God that 
powerfully worked within him.


• And even if we are not faced with the same trials and obstacles as Paul was, he 
knows that we will still face trials and obstacles of our own that will require 
endurance and patience, so he prays for God to empower us to carry on.


• And that we patiently endure with joy. I like that, especially from Paul who suffered 
so much with joy.


• (SLIDE 17) Fourth: “giving thanks to the Father” — Paul prays that we not be 
neglectful of all we have to be thankful for and to Whom thanks is due.
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• One thing that is interesting here is that, apparently, in the Greek, that joy 
mentioned earlier can be applied equally well to the giving thanks of verse 12, so 
that Paul prays that the saints be joyfully giving thanks to the Father. 


• And why shouldn’t our thanksgiving be joyful, in light of what the Father has done 
for us?


• Thanking the Father is certainly appropriate, but joyful thanksgiving is fully 
pleasing to Him.


• Paul glorifies the Father in laying out for us all that the saints have to be thankful 
for, the substance of the hope of glory found in Jesus Christ.


• (SLIDE 18) See what the Father has done for you, Paul prays. 


• He has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints.


• He has delivered us from the domain of darkness into light.


• He has transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son.


• In Christ we have been redeemed, set free from bondage to sin.


• Our sins are forgiven, sent away, never to be remembered.


• Fully know this, Paul prays. Be filled with this understanding of all that the Father 
has done for you through the blood of Jesus Christ and live in a manner worthy of 
that glorious reality.


• Let spiritual wisdom guide you to be fruitful in your work for God.


• Devote yourself to knowing God more and more each and every day.


• Joyfully endure with patience all of life’s trials because His glorious might and 
power strengthen you.


• Joyfully give thanks to the Father for all He has done for the church.


- Application


• There it is. A simple exegesis of the passage.


• (SLIDE 19) That is just a taste of what this passage has to offer, of course.


• It is a marvelous opening to the wonders to be found in Colossians, a glorifying 
explanation of Christ in us, the hope of glory, and I encourage everyone to read the 
whole of the book.
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• But because I am speaking to you now, in this time, in this circumstance, to this 
church, I am feeling some compulsion to give us an application we can use.


• Now that I’ve put the exegesis of the passage first, I think we can draw some 
action points to go on, to move forward in the walk of our church in manner worthy 
of the Lord, fully pleasing to Him.


• So let me begin.


• This is Paul’s detail of his intercessory prayer for a church, a church facing 
challenges and struggles.


• Our church is currently facing challenges and struggles, too.


• As you know, our church is in the midst of a major transition, and we find 
ourselves in a situation that is unprecedented in our experience.


• Our church staff has all either stepped down or announced their intentions to do 
so, including our senior pastor, Cliff.


• Churches are closed due to a pandemic and we ourselves are not gathering as has 
been the custom.


• And as a team, the elders have asked for your prayers for our body as we have 
formed a transition team that has begun meeting to explore and discern God’s will 
for the future of Bridges Church.


• I suggest, that in addition to whatever else God has laid on your heart to pray for 
Bridges, we look to Paul’s prayer of intercession and pray these things as well.


• Pray that Bridges Church is filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual 
wisdom, not just for our immediate future, but with the understanding that as the 
body of Christ, we are called to the hope of eternal glory with Him.


• The Father has revealed to us in the Word what His will is for us whom He has 
called out of darkness into light: Eternity with Jesus in glory.


• Pray that Bridges Church be filled with the knowledge of this hope and in intimate 
understanding of this reality we be fueled to walk in all manner worthy of the Lord 
Who has saved us, desiring in every way to please Him.


• Pray that this will be manifest in each of our lives by the fruit that we bear in 
whatever good work God prepares for us to walk in.


• Intercede for one another that we each increase in the knowledge of God.
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• Do not let one another stagnate. Allow God to use you in encouraging your 
brothers and sisters in the Lord. Ask the Lord to do this.


• Intercede for Bridges Church that God strengthen us to endure patiently with joy 
this time of trial and testing.


• Are you feeling weak? Discouraged? Afraid of what the future holds?


• Pray for each other. Pray for me. I will pray for you, that God’s glorious might will 
strengthen us with all power to endure.


• Pray that Bridges Church will not forget all the things God has done for us and 
through us.


• Pray we joyfully give thanks to the Father for His deliverance of us, the inheritance 
He has qualified us for.


• Pray that in light of all of this that we do not complain. 


• One thing I left out in my exegesis: Do all of this constantly, consistently, without 
ceasing.


• Some of you may be like Hudson Taylor who woke everyday before dawn to pray.


• Or maybe you are like Charles Spurgeon who rarely prayed for more than 5 minute 
but rarely went 5 minutes without prayer.


• Or maybe you struggle to pray at least once a day.


• Please find the time and do it. God will help.


• Join us in the prayer times online. Call one another and say, “Pray with me.”


• Recognize that all the saints everywhere are called to pray for one another. If you 
feel no one is interceding for you, understand and know that somewhere, God has 
placed you on the heart of a fellow believer you probably don’t even know and that 
one is praying, interceding for you. 


• And you, in turn, intercede for them. Just pray for that saint you do not know, 
whose name or age you are ignorant of, only that they are your brother and sister, 
and God has delivered them, just as He did you.


• In each of Paul’s epistles to the churches, with the exception of Galatians, which 
he may have written just weeks after having left them, Paul is careful to record that 
he is praying for them ceaselessly, and asks them to pray for him.
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• Paul obviously felt intercessory prayer was important, following the example of the 
Lord Jesus Christ Who Himself intercedes for us before the Father. (Hebrews 7:25)


• When you come right down to it, there is no greater excitement, privilege, or honor 
than coming before the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ and interceding 
on behalf of the Church.


• In our intercession for Bridges church and churches everywhere, as well as for one 
another, remember this example and let us pray for God to grant us full knowledge 
of His will with spiritual wisdom and understanding to lead us to walk in a manner 
worthy of and fully pleasing to Him.
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