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Our Values – Week 03 – 03/13/2022 

Including Members in Ministry 

Ephesians 4:11-16 
S1 - Introduction & Review 
 

• Today we continue our series examining “Our Values”. 

• Again, Bridges Church has 7 core foundational values.  

• These 7 proclaim what we believe is of crucial importance for our church. 

• They form the basis of our decisions and actions. 
 

• Now these 7 values are summarized on these posters. 

• But if you want more details you can go to our website.  

• And in the section “who we are” you will find each value explained. 

• Also, you can continue to join us on Sunday mornings as we look at one Core Value each week. 
 

• So far, we’ve covered the first two: BRINGING GLORY TO GOD,  

• And Reliance on the Word of God. 

• This week we’ll look at our third Value: We VALUE Including Members in Ministry. 

• And by members we certainly mean those who’ve chosen to take the new members class and 
sign the covenant of membership. 

• But we also mean everyone who regularly attends this church. 

• Our hope, our desire and most importantly what we believe the Bible teaches is that all of us (all 
believers) are to be involved in the ministry of God’s church. 

 

• So, that means the decisions we make and action we take as a church will involve including 
members (you people) in ministry. 
 

• And for some that may not be part of your experience. 

• Because, it seems, for many churches this is not a value. 

• Some of you might remember that 11 or 12 years ago, in our small groups, we went through a 
book called Radical Together by David Platt. 

• Anyone remember that book? 
 

• Well, one of the points that Platt makes is that the vast majority of the churches in America are 
being driven by (they value) the four Ps… 

• Performance – putting on a good show,  

• Places – having the right building so you can have good… 

• Programs – that give people “good” stuff to go to 

• and Professionals – Paid people with the right training and gifts to perform and lead all your good 
programs.  

 

• Platt goes on to argue that God never intended His Church to be driven by these four Ps.  

• Primarily because, God the Holy Spirit dwells in every believer. 

• And therefore, every believer has a part to play in the ministry of the church! 



2 

 

 

• Platt writes… 
 
S2 - We will do greater things, not because of the quality of the Spirit in select ones among us, 
but because of the quantity of the Spirit spread throughout all of us… I want people in the 
church to be able to fulfill the purpose for which they were created without being dependent 
on gifted preachers, nice buildings, and great programs to do it for them... The plan of God is 
for every person among the people of God to count for the advancement of the kingdom of 
God. (David Platt) 
 

• Do you believe that? 

• Not because David Platt said it or because I endorse, 

• But because it’s what the Bible teaches? 
 

• At Bridges we value including members in ministry for the same reason we value each of our 
values. 

• Because we believe they are taught in God’s Word. 
 

• So, my goal, my prayer for this message is three-fold. 

• First, that we will see that including members in ministry is taught in Scripture. 

• Second, that we will understand and embrace this teaching as something we VALUE.  

• That each believer will understand that God desires to work in and through them for the 
advancement of His kingdom. 

• And third that each of us will continue of begin to seek the ministry God has for us.  

• OKAY…  
 

• Now our main passage for today is Ephesians 4:11-12. 

• If you have a Bible (or a Bible App), you can turn there now. 

• Let me begin by reading these verses for us… 
 
S3 - And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to 
equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ,  
(Ephesians 4:11-12) 
 

• From these 2 verses, I only have two points … 

• And the first one focuses on the Responsibility of the Church Leaders… 
 
S4 - 1. The Leaders Responsibility is to Equip 
 
And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 
(LEADERS) to equip the saints… (Ephesians 4:11-12) 
 

• Tim Chester and Steve Timmis in their book “Total Church” 

• Have a section titled “Two Models of Leadership: Performance verses Enabling.” 

• This ties into what we’ve already heard from David Platt… 
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• The section begins with these words…. 
 
S5 - More and more I hear stories of ministers who are struggling to cope with the pressure of 
having to do well week after week.  I hear stories of ministers who are struggling with sin and 
temptation but have no one in their congregation to whom to turn, forcing them constantly to 
pretend.  Part of the problem is a view of ministry as performance.  Services, sermons, vision, 
administration, publications must all be maintained to a high standard.  And the measure of 
that standard is not simply whether the word is shaping the life of the church and the lives of 
its members.  The measure is the quality of the performance—a certain style of service and 
sermon…. There is an audience, and there is a performer. (Tim Chester and Steve Timmis) 
 

• They go on to say but… 
 
S6 - There is another model of leadership—the model of leadership is Enabling (or Equipping) 
 

• This is the model we find Ephesians 4:11-12 
 
S7 - And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to 
equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ. (Ephesians 4:11-
12) 
 

• This is the model that we value at Bridges. 

• Not because our Mission Statement includes “Equipping World Changers”, which is does. 

• Not because we like Equipping better than the Performance model, although we do… 

• Not because it means I don’t have to be so entertaining, which I’m not. 

• All of those are pluses but the reason we value the equipping model is because we believe it’s the 
Biblical Model. 

 

• We’ve seen in in Ephesians 4, it can be found throughout the New Testament. 

• One of the best places to see this model advocated for is 1 Corinthians Chapter 12. 

• In the first part of the chapter Paul address Spiritual gifts in the church… 

• In in verses 4-7 we read…  
 
S8 - Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of service, but 
the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers 
them all in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. (1 
Corinthians 12:4-7) 
 

• All spiritual gifts come from God they come from the Holy Spirit which dwells in all believers. 

• And they are given for the common good, the good of one another to a select few. 

• No that’s not what it says, God’s gifts are given (or empowered in) everyone. 

• All believers receive Spiritual Gifts from God. 

• And God is not in the business of giving us something that he doesn’t intend for us to use. 

• The church needs all the gifts that God has given all His people to do the ministry He has called 
us to. 

• So, God intends for every member to be included in ministry. 
 

• Then in the second part of 1 Corinthians 12, Paul makes it clear that we are all member of the 
body of Christ and that as such we all have a role to play. 

• In verse 12 he writes… 
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S9 - For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. (1 Corinthians 12:12) 
 

• Paul then goes on to say that just like the physical body needs all its (members) parts (hands, 
feet, eyes, ears) to function properly, so to the body of Christ needs all it’s member to accomplish 
God’s purposes. 

 

• God gives gifts within the body of Christ for the furtherance of his purposes,  

• for the advancement of HIS KINGDOM. 

• God intends all members to be included in ministry. 
 

• Now back to Ephesians 4:11-12. 

• Here we see that God gives specific gifts to specific people for a specific purpose…  

• Paul lists five different gifted types of people (or leaders). 
 
S10 - And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers… 
(Ephesians 4:11) 

 

• We’re not going to spend a lot of time exploring these specific gifts, 

• but I do want us to notice that in each case the roles of these gifted individuals’ centers around 
declaring God’s Word. 
 

• This flows directly from our second value: We Value Reliance on the Word of God. 

• These leaders are charged with equipping the saints. 

• And they equip not with their own thoughts or ideas but with the Word of God. 
 

• The Apostle is gifted is establishing the WORD of GOD. 

• The Prophet is gifted in admonishing, redirecting the people through the WORD of GOD. 

• The Evangelist is gifted in proclaiming the WORD of GOD to those who have yet to believe. 

• And both The Shepherd and Teacher are gifted in teaching or preaching the word to the 
church. 
 

• As Paul wrote to Timothy who was a shepherd in a local church. 
 
S11 - All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped 
for every good work. (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
 

• These gifted leaders are to proclaim the inspired profitable word of God in such a way that God’s 
people taught, reproved, corrected, and trained in righteousness. 

• Ultimately making them complete, equipped for every God glorifying good work.    
 

• GOD gives these word centered gifts (these word proclaiming people) to equip the saints for the 
work of ministry. 
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• Now let’s be clear on what it means to be equipped. 

• The Greek word Equip refers to that which is made fit,  

• That which is restored to its original condition or is made complete.  

• In classical GREEK the word was used as a medical term for the setting of bones. 
 

• Have you ever had a bone set? 

• I remember one of the most painful experiences of my life. 

• We were in Thailand and my son Michael was about 10 years old.  

• He was playing basketball and fell and broke his wrist. 
 
S12 - Picture of Michael 
 

• How was that painful for me you might ask? 

• Let me tell you… 

• When I took Michael to the Hospital I had to watch as Doctor set his wrist bone. 

• I don’t know how this works in America but in Thailand it’s Painful. 

• The Doctor tied a string around his wrist and draped the string over a pulley. 
 

• Michael’s Arm was hanging in the air. 

• The weight of his arm was pulling down and the string was pulling up. 

• The Doctor was moving he wrist to get it set in the correct place. 
 

• And mind you there were no pain meds involved. 

• And even so, Michael was not making a sound,  

• However, tears were streaming down his face.  

• That was very painful for me, seeing my son in so much physical pain and not being able to do 
anything about it. 
 

• The Doctor was Equipping Michael’s wrist bone. 

• He was putting in back where it belonged 

• He was putting it back so it could heal and function as it was designed to do. 

• And IT WAS PAINFUL. 
 

• I use this illustration because I think that our view of equipping centers mostly around being 
attending classes or sermons that teach or train us how to do things, what to say to people. 

• How to share the gospel in such a way that’s not painful to us or others. 
 

• And that is fine. 

• But I want us to understand there is more to equipping or being equipped than learning how to do 
stuff. 

 

• Being equipped is sometimes painful. 

• It’s not easy. 

• It’s not usually entertaining. 

• It takes time and effort. 

• It’s HARD WORK and it can be hard to deal with. 
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• If you always (or even most of the time) leave church, or your small group, or any other place the 
bible is being taught feeling good about yourself, then the one teaching the word is not doing it 
right. 

 

S13 - To be complete, mature, equipped we all need not only teaching and training but reproof 
and correction. 
 

• And these can be painful. 

• Because reproof and correction often involve dealing with the sin in our lives. 
 

• As those who are in Christ and because of what Christ has done for us, we have received the 
mercy of God, we have received forgiveness for our sins, we have been declared righteous before 
God. 
 

• But the Christian life is about becoming who God has declared you to be. 

• It’s about daily overcoming temptation and sin through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

• So, leaders, shepherds, pastors, teachers let me be clear. 

• Part of (I would say the first and most important part of) equipping the saints for every good 
work, is teaching the inspired word of God in such a way that brings reproof, correction and 
conviction of sin. 
 

• Why? 

• Because when we’re continually practicing sin, our fellowship with God is broken and we are no 
longer equipped for ministry. 

• Like Michael’s wrist, our broken relationship with God needs to be restored so we might continue 
in the work of ministry that he has called us to. 
 

• But when we turn to God for forgiveness,  

• and we rely on Him for the power to overcome our sin. 

• It is then we are restored to relationship with God, and we are equipped to continue in ministry. 
 

• We see this in David’s life. 

• In the midst of His prayer for forgiveness after his sin with Bathsheba he ASKS GOD TO… 
 
S14 - Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit. Then I will 
teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you. (Psalms 51:12-13) 
 

• David knew that because of his sin his relationship with God had been broken. 

• So, he prays for restoration and a willing spirt. 

• And what follows this restoration? 

• Then (once I am right with God) I can teach transgressors your ways… 

• Then I can minster to others. 

• When we continue in sin (not asking for forgiveness, not seeking restoration) we are broken and 
our therefore our ability to minister to others is broken. 

• We are not equipped for ministry. 
 

• Maybe this morning as I talked about each one of us being included in ministry. 

• You were thinking, he’s not talking about me. 

• I’m the exception. 
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• If he knew the sin in my life, he wouldn’t want me to be in ministry. 

• I can’t even control my own life; how can I minister to others. 
 

• Then, that’s where you need to start in the equipping process. 

• You need to be RESTORED… 
 

• Remember Equipped means to be restored to its original condition or is made complete. 

• God has given us leaders to proclaim His word…  

• And His word offers forgiveness and restoration. 

• For example, 1 John 1:9 says… 
 
S15 - If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:9) 
 

• As your Pastor your Shepherd I am proclaiming this specific part of God’s word so that when you 
sin you will know what to do, you will confess your sin, knowing that God is faithful and forgives 
your sin and cleanses you from all unrighteousness. 

• God heals your broken relationship with Him, he restores you to where you belong. 
 

• And then you can get off the sidelines and get into ministry. 

• So, by God’s word (1 John 1:9) I am seeking to equip you (restore you, make you complete) for 
ministry. 

• But you need to embrace that word in FAITH. 
 

• Embrace the love, grace, mercy and forgiveness of Jesus Christ. 

• AND forsake the sin that so easily besets you. 
 

• And it often takes more than one verse to experience the restoration and equipping you need. 

• So don’t stop there, get involved in relationships that include of accountability, prayer and the 
word. 

• Continue to allow those God has gifted to equip you for ministry. 
 

• And if you don’t know how to do that then come to the LEADERS. 

• The Elders, The Small Group Leaders, The Pastor… 

• It’s our job, our calling, our joy to equip/restore you for ministry. 

• To help you overcome the sin in your life, to teach you and train you and release you to be all God 
wants you to be. 
 

• And just to be clear… Restoration does not mean PERFECTION. 

• One of the greatest lies of the enemy is that we need to be practically perfect in every way 
before we can minister to others. 
 

• We do not have to be perfect before we can do the work of ministry. 

• Otherwise, no ministry would ever have been accomplished once Jesus left the earth. 

• However, we do need to be growing in our faith,  

• We do need to continually rely on Jesus to work in our lives through the power of the Spirit. 
 

• Repenting and confessing our sin, receiving forgiveness and restoration. 

• We need to be overcoming the sin in our lives. 

• Allowing God to restore His image in us that was damaged at the fall. 
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• And if you hang on for a few minutes I’ll reveal to you what I believe is one of the KEYS to 
consistently overcoming SIN in your life. 

• That’s known as a teaser, to keep your attention for the rest of the message… 

• So, we will come back to this… 
 

• So we have seen, not only that the responsibility of the leaders is to equip the saints. 

• But we have also seen what that equipping looks like. 

• Now we come to our Second Point…. 
 
S16 - 2.  The Saint’s Responsibility is to Minister 
 

• again, Ephesians 4:11-12 
 
And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip 
the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, (Ephesians 4:11-12) 
 

• The saint, the believer, those who are part of the body of Christ really have two responsibilities. 

• One is implied (they need to put themselves in a place of equipping). 

• They need to be where the apostle, prophets, evangelists, shepherds and teachers are doing the 
equipping. 

• And practically that means getting involved in church, consistently coming on Sunday morning and 
joining a small group. 

• Putting yourself in places where the word of God is being taught so you can be equipped. 
 

• And then your second responsibility which is stated here is to engage in the work of ministry. 

• That word MINISTRY is the Greek word diakonia where we get the word DEACON. 

• It means to serve, to support, to care for, to give relief to, to MINISTER to.. 

• The leaders are to equip the saints for the work of ministry. 
 

• And Paul says that the saints are to minister, to serve in such a way that the body of Christ is 
built up. 

• Both numerically – adding new members from the outside… 

• and spiritually – adding depth and maturity on the inside. 
 

• I know most Christians today think it is the Pastors responsibility to built up the body both 
numerically and spiritually. 

• And it is because the Pastor (all the leaders) are also saints, we are also being equipped for the 
work of ministry. 

• But we are in this together. 

• All of us are responsible for building up the body of Christ. 
 

• And what does that look like? 

• It’s not what most of us think, it’s not masses of people gathering on a Sunday morning. 
 

• It’s what we see in the verses that follow (verses 13-16),  

• In these verses we are given a picture of the result of ministry… 

• This is what it looks like when the body of Christ is built up. 

• Let’s quickly walk through the results of ministry. 
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• The work of ministry builds up the body of Christ… 
 
S17 - until we all attain to the unity of the faith  
 

• Ministry results in a united faith. 

• God’s people united around who God is what he has done for us and what he is calling us as his 
body to accomplish in this world. 

 
S18 - and of the knowledge of the Son of God,  
 

• Ministry results in a deeper knowledge (relationship) with Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
 
S19 - to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ,  
 

• Ministry results in growing in maturity for both men and women. 

• And the direction and goal of our maturity is that we become more like Christ. 

• Ministry results in people becoming more like Christ. 
 
S20 - so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about 
by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes.   
 

• Ministry results in people who have a mature faith based on the sound doctrine of the word of 
God. 

• And therefore, cannot be deceived by false doctrine. 
 
S21 - Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the 
head, into Christ,  
 

• Again, ministry (speaking the truth in love) results in growing to be more like Christ. 
 
S22 - from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is 
equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up 
in love. (Ephesians 4:13-16) 
 

• Finally, ministry results in the unity and equipping of God’s people, so that we can work together 
for the growth, maturity, good of the body. 

• So that we all might be built up in love. 

• In love for one another. 

• In love for God and in love for those in the world who need to know God. 

• More on that shortly. 
 

• But for now, I hope it is clear that the results we have just seen happen when the whole body of 
Christ is equipped and engages in ministry. 

 

• Now, think back to our two models of leadership for just a second. 

• The first model is about Presentation, 

• It is centered on the performance of the leader or leaders. 
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• In that model the responsibility of the saints is to watch the performance. 

• To listen and even to sing along with to music allowing it to minister his or her needs. 

• To hear the sermon, laughing when appropriate. 

• Hoping to hear something that God has for you. 
 

• Maybe a special word or application, something that will lift your spirits, something that will 
encourage or motivate you. 

• Something that will get you through the week until NEXT SUNDAY. 
 

• Now I’m not saying that is all bad. 

• We should be ministered to by the music and the sermon. 

• There should be application, encouragement, and motivation for your life. 
 

• BUT IT CANNOT, NO IT MUST NOT STOP THERE!!!! 

• If it does, then WE will never reach MATURITY…We will REMAIN CHILDREN. 

• And unfortunately, that’s what happens in many churches. 
 

• Yes, there are those who grow in their faith, but the vast majority remain immature. 

• They may continue coming to church to meet people or get something to help them through their 
week. 

• But that’s where it ends for them. 
 

• So, if you are coming to church, going to small group, reading Christian books, or even reading 
the Bible just to have your needs met then there is a MAJOR problem. 

• You see, YOU have work to do. 

• Earlier in this SAME letter to the Ephesians Paul makes this abundantly clear… 

• Listen carefully…Ephesians 2:8-10 
 
S23 - For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the 
gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk 
in them. (Ephesians 2:8-10) 
 

• God has specifically prepared good works for you to do. 

• God has a ministry for you. 

• A ministry you need to be equipped for. 

• And what is that ministry?  

• Let’s find out… 

• Look with me at 2 Corinthians 5:17, where Paul writes… 
 
S24 - Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, 
the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself… (2 
Corinthians 5:17-18) 
 

• Does this apply to you? 

• Are you in Christ Jesus? 

• Have you been declared and is God working to make you a new creature? 

• Has God through Jesus Christ, reconciled you to himself? 
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• If you say yes (and all Christians must) then then what follows applies to you. 
 
S25 - …and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the 
world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the 
message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal 
through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. (2 Corinthians 5:18-20) 
 

• This is the ministry of every one of us. 

• We are ambassadors for Christ. 

• We have been given the message and charged with the ministry of reconciliation. 
 

• We are to take the message of reconciliation the gospel (that through Christ they can be 
reconciled to God). 

• And we are to declare that message, bringing people into relationship with God through Jesus 
Christ. 

• You (not just me), my brothers and sisters in Christ, are ministers of the GOSPEL. 

• You are called to bring his message of RECONCILIATION wherever you go. 
 

• Therefore, you cannot come to church or anyplace where the word of God is being taught only to 
be fed.  

• You must come to be EQUIPPED FOR THE WORK OF THE MINISTRY. 

• You are not only a receiver but a reproducer. 
 

• That puts a whole new spin on what you are seeking when you hear the word of God. 

• You are not only listening for yourself, but you are listening for others. 

• You need to be equipped so you can take the WORD of God into your world. 
 

• Your world most certainly includes other members of the body of Christ that need MINISTRY. 

• Maybe a family member or a neighbor who is suffering because of illness or has been laid off from 
their job. 

• Maybe Christian friends who are struggling in their faith. 

• Or co-workers who needs to be prayed for. 
 

• For those of you who are teachers it may be a student with family issues. 

• And it certainly includes US at Bridges  

• Those who are in your small group or anyone who is in need of ministry. 

• Anyone who has physical or spiritual needs to meet. 
 

• That’s what a SERVANT does they meet the needs of others. 

• You need to be equipped to serve, to minister to other believers in your life. 

• Building up the body spiritually. 

• Bringing depth and understanding of GOD’s WORD  

• Sharing the truth with words and deeds. 
 

• But your world also includes unbelievers  

• Those who may have physical but definitely have a great spiritual need. 

• God gives his church evangelists. 
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• When we think of evangelists we usually think of Billy Graham or Greg Laurie. 

• We think of big crusades that we bring people to so they can hear the evangelist and get saved. 

• And I am all for those things. 
 

• But that is not what Paul is saying HERE. 

• The evangelist certainly shares their faith. 

• But they also, and probably more importantly, equip the SAINTS to share their faith as well. 

• They equip all of us even if we don’t have the gift of evangelism to be witnesses for JESUS. 
 

• There are people in your world that you need to be evangelized. 

• People who you need to demonstrate the love of Christ to through acts of MERCY. 

• People who you need to share the truth of JESUS CHRIST with. 

• People who will never go to a crusade or to church. 

• But people you see every day. 
 

• Your responsibility as a follower of Jesus Christ, as a Saint of God is to Minister to serve the 
people in your world both Christians and non-Christians. 

 

• Now there is one final thing I would like you to consider. 

• Now we go back to our teaser. 
 

• Now I will reveal to you what I believe is one of the KEYS to consistently overcoming SIN in our 
lives. 

• Some of you may have figured it out already. 

• I believe that God has designed us in such a way that it’s when we give ourselves over to 
MINISTRY that we are best able to overcome sin in our lives. 
 

• I believe this for two reasons. 

• First because it’s practical 

• If you are involved in ministry, meeting the needs of others, sharing your faith, praying for people, 
giving of your resources to those in need, you just don’t have much time to SIN. 
 

• But second and more importantly, as we give ourselves over to ministry, we quickly discover 
that in ourselves we are inadequate to accomplish the purposes of God without the power of 
GOD. 

• That drives us to God in prayer,  

• that drives us to His word for guidance and encouragement. 

• AS we minister to others, the LORD is ministering to US. 

• And to be sure!  WE GET THE BETTER PART OF THE DEAL. 
 

• As we minister, the body is built up. 

• But GET THIS, the body is only built up because the individual members are built up. 

• And the individual members are only built up as they minister to one another and to the WORLD. 
 

• So, if you struggle with SIN in your life, one of the keys to overcoming sin is to give yourself over 
to MINISTRY, to SERVING OTHERS for the GLORY OF GOD. 
 

• So we’ve seen the leader’s responsibility to equip. 

• And the saints (all believers including the leaders) responsibility to minister. 
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• Now if you remember I began this message by stating my three goals. 

• First, that we will see that including members in ministry is the model taught in Scripture. 

• I think we’ve done that. 

• Second, that we all will understand and embrace this teaching as something we VALUE.  

• I hope and pray that we been come to see the value of including member in ministry. 

• And third that each of us will continue or begin to seek the ministry God has for us.  

• This is a future goal, and this is something we each must consider, pray about, and pursue.  
 

• So, as we close, I’d like to pray for us and Commission us as a congregation. 

• When we send out MEMBERS in Mission, we bring them up front and we pray for them sending 
them into MINISTRY. 

• What I would like to do is to ask GOD to commission us, the entire BODY of BRIDGES. 

• Every MEMBER… 

• Asking HIM to lead us as a church and as individuals into the MINISTRIES he has for us. 

• I’d ask you to stand as I PRAY…. 
 
PRAYER… 


