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Our Values – Week 05 – 04/03/2022 

Genuine Relationships 

S1 - Introduction & Review 
 

• This morning we continue the study of “Our Values”. 

• We are looking at the Biblical values that we at Bridges believe to be crucial. 

• Values that we base our decisions and actions on. 
 

• We have 7 Core Values. 

• And we’ve covered the first Four already… 

• BRINGING GLORY TO GOD… 

• Reliance on the Word of God.. 

• Including Members in Ministry. 

• And Dependence on Prayer 
 

• This week we’ll look at our Fifth Value…. 

• We Value Genuine Relationships. 

 

• But before we get to this value, I need to preface it with something I’ve been thinking about.    

• This past week while listening to music in my car. 

• I heard the 1964 song “Last Kiss” by the Cavaliers. 

• Anyone familiar with the song? 
   

• It’s about a couple who’re in car accident in which the girl dies. 

• And the chorus (sung by the boy) goes like this…   
 
S2 - Oh where oh were could my baby be  
The lord took her away from me  
She's gone to heaven so I've got to be good  
So I can see my baby when I'll leave this world 
 

• As I listened to those words, I was struck by the fact that they summarize the world’s theology. 

• They express the deeply held belief of most people (regardless of religion) that in order to go to 
heaven, or paradise or nirvana they’ve got to be good. 

• They’ve got to obey the rules of their religion. 

• They’ve got to keep the commandments. 

• Their good deeds must outweigh their bad deeds. 
 

• This idea of being good or being good enough to go to heaven is (in one form or another) what all 
man-made religions teach. 
 

• And that’s one of the many reasons that I believe Biblical Christianity is not man-made but God-
made. 

• Because it teaches the exact opposite. 
 

• It teaches that, in ourselves, we can never be good enough to go to heaven. 

• And so, God in his grace and mercy sent his one and only Son (Jesus Christ) to live a sinless life 
and to die on the cross as a sacrificial atonement for our sins. 
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• He did this so that all who put their faith in Christ will have their sins forgiven and will be declare 
righteous,  

• God will make them good enough to go to heaven. 

• They will be saved from their sin, saved from eternal damnation, and saved to heaven. 

• Saved into relationship with God for all eternity. 

• As the Apostle Paul wrote to the church in Ephesus… 
 
S3 - For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the 
gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.  (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
 

• This is the gospel of grace. 

• And it’s the opposite of the world’s theology that we must (in ourselves) be good enough (do 
enough good) to earn heaven. 
 

• I think this is the default belief of humanity (it was once our belief). 

• And so, we need to battle against it. 

• I think Jesus knew that we would struggle with the world’s theology so he gave us Communion 

(which we will celebrate today) to remind us of the truth of his sacrificial death for our sins. 

• OKAY! 
 

• Now you might be thinking, Pastor, why are you sharing this at the beginning of the message on 
genuine relationships? 

• Well, because as I thought about that song and the theology it states… 

• I realized that we (even us Christians) can fall back into the world’s theology of believing we 
need to be good enough (in ourselves),  

• we need to do enough good to go to heaven. 
 

• And sometimes sermons (like the one you are about to hear) that are filled with commands telling 
us what to do, how to live can reinforce that wrong theology. 
 

• We need to understand that we are saved by the grace of God, it’s a gift that cannot be earned. 

• But along with the gift of salvation, God also gives us the gift a new life, a new way of living. 

• And the New Testament is filled with good commands, commands telling us how to live a good life 

before God. 
 

• But these commands are not for the purpose of earning salvation, they are for the purpose of 

living the abundant (the best) life we can live. 

• They are not the commands of an Employer or a Slave Master who will fire us or punish us if we 
do not obey. 

• They are the commands of a loving heavenly Father who wants what is best for us and gives us 
these commands for our good and his glory. 
  

• As Paul goes on to say in verse 10 of Ephesians Chapter 2… 

• After telling us we are saved by Grace through Faith… 

• He adds… 
 
S4 - For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them. (Ephesians 2:10) 
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• Yes, we are to be good and do good, yes we are to obey God’s commands. 

• Not to earn salvation that is by grace through faith alone. 

• But because we are God’s workmanship. 

• He is doing a loving work in our lives. 

• These good works are the outcome of a life that has been saved by grace through faith. 
 

• And now that we are in Christ Jesus, we can accomplish the good things that God has prepared 
for us. 

• Good things for ourselves and good things for those in our world. 

 

• And that brings us to our sermon for today. 

• Today we’re going to talk about the 20 good things that God has prepared for us (who are saved 
by grace) to do in relationship with one another. 

• Not to earn salvation, but because we have been saved and we value the commands of our 
Savior. 

• And as we will see that means…We Value Genuine Relationships… 
 

• Now we understand that our most important relationship is with God. 

• That is foundational to all other relationships. 

• And in several weeks, we’ll focus specifically on that relationship when we look at our final value: 

• “Seeking our Joy in the Lord” 
 

• But today we’re focusing on our Human RELATIONSHIPS. 

• Our lives are full of relationships. 

• All kinds of relationships with all kinds of people. 

• Relationships can be good, bad, shallow, deep, easy, difficult, long-term, short-term, casual, 
serious. 
 

• We have relationships with family, friends, neighbors, co-workers….  

• We can and should have relationships with non-believers. 

• Seeking to share the love of Christ with them. 

• We will talk about that next week, “We Value Engagement in the Great Commission” 
 

• But today we’re going to focus on one specific kind of human relationship. 

• When we say, we value GENUINE RELATIONSHPS 

• We’re speaking of relationships between believers. 

• And specifically, relationships between US. 

• People who call Bridges Their Church. 

• We value Genuine Relationships in This Body of Believers.  
 

• So, with that said… 

• Let me ask, what is a Genuine Relationship?   

• Or what do genuine relationships look like?  
 

• One of the things that the NEW TESTAMENT makes very clear is that God values our 
relationships. 

• The New Testament has much to say about what relationships between believers should look 
like. 
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• And we find much of what is said in what are called the “one another” passages. 

• These are the verses in the New Testament that specifically tell us/command us how we are to 
relate to one another. 

 

• So, what I want to do this morning is to allow God’s word to speak to our hearts. 

• I just want to read through some of these “one another” passages. 

• I’ll give some explanations and make some comments  

• But for the most part I want the overwhelming power of God’s word to speak to our hearts. 
 

• And as we read these passages, which demonstrate that God knows that it is best for us to be in 
genuine relationships with other believers.  

• I want us to ask ourselves two questions. 

 

• First, do these passages describe my relationships with other member of the Body of Christ? 

• And Second, if not, what can I do to develop these kind of genuine relationships? 

• Relationships that are for my good and God’s glory. 

• Okay, are you ready! 
 
Let’s begin with the most important part of a genuine relationship…  LOVE. 
 
1. S5 -  We Love One Another 
 
John 13:34-35   
 
Jesus said to his disciples… “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: 
just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you 
are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 13:34-35) 
 

• Jesus calls us to have a Love for one another.  

• A love that is modeled after HIS love for us. 

• A giving love, a sacrificial love, a heartfelt genuine love. 
 

• This is the glue that holds our relationships together. 

• This is the foundational piece that allows us to have GENUINE RELATIONSHIPS. 

• And this love only comes to those who have given their lives to Jesus Christ. 

• This love is reserved for members of His Body. 
 

• Peter understood the depth of this love… 

• In 1 Peter 1:22 he writes… 

 
S6 - Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, 
love one another earnestly from a pure heart, (1 Peter 1:22) 
 

• We must have a brotherly, a family, love for one another. 

• And it must be an earnest genuine love that only comes from a heart that is pure. 

• A heart that has been transformed by Jesus Christ. 

• So first, God word teaches that Genuine Relationships are based on LOVE FOR ONE 
ANOTHER. 

• And along with or as part of Loving one another… 
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2. S7 - We Honor One Another 
 

• Romans 12:10 
 
Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. (Romans 
2:10) 
 

• Again, we love one another but we also honor one another. 

• The word honor means to value and respect. 

• For a relationship to be successful it’s so important that each person feels valued and respected. 

• We need to look for ways to honor one another. 

• To let people know you value who they are and what they do. 

• So, Honor one another. 

 

• Now the next point is not a command it is a statement of fact that should impact how we 

related to one another. 

• In the body of Christ… 

3.  S8 - We Belong to One Another 
 

• Paul writes in Romans 12:4-5 
 
Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the 
same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all 
the others. (Romans 12:4-5) 
 

• We belong to one another. 

• We are part of the same body. 

• Christ is the head, we are His body. 

• We share His purpose, His mission… 

• This means that UNITY must be sought in our relationships. 
 

• We must be united in our mission. 

• And to do that we must have genuine relationship with one another,  

• If we are not in relationship, then the body cannot function as it was designed. 
 

• This can be difficult sometimes because of wrongs and hurts that take place in the church. 

• But if we truly belong to one another, then we will work through those wrongs and hurts. 

• We will not give up on our relationships but will fight to keep the Body together. 

• Because… we belong to one another. 
 
And therefore… 
 
4. S9 - We Welcome One Another 
 
Romans 15:7 
 
Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. (Romans 
15:7) 
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• This word welcome carries the idea of acceptance. 

• Allowing entrance into one another’s lives. 

• We are not all the same. 

• We come from different walks of life. 

• But God is not into Clicks…  

• In the body of Christ, we don’t only associate with people who are just like us. 

• Our relationships are not based on externals. 

• They are not based on whether we are of the same race or the same socio-economic class. 

• They are not based on whether we look or dress in the same way. 

• They are not based on our education. 
 

• Our relationships are based on the Mercy of God. 

• Welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you…. 

• God in his love and mercy welcomed those who could never match up to His Holy Standards. 

• Therefore, we Welcome One Another. 
 

• And part of welcoming one another is… Showing Hospitality 
 
5. S10 - We Show Hospitality to one another. 
 
1 Peter 4:9 
 
Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. (1 Peter 4:9) 
 

• Hospitality refers to inviting people in, making them feel welcome. 

• We need to become part of one another’s lives on Sundays of course but outside of church also. 

• Inviting fellow believers into your homes, sharing what you have with them. 

 

• We need to do this more often. 

• It needs to become common place that we invite one another into our homes. 

• Showing Hospitality to one another. 

 

• And when we who belong to one another, love, honor, welcome, and show hospitality to 

one another. 

• We can then… 

 

6. S11 -  We Instruct One Another 

Romans 15:14 
 
I myself am satisfied about you, my brothers, that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled 
with all knowledge and able to instruct one another. (Romans 15:14) 
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• And in Colossians 3:16 we read… 
 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all 
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to 
God. (Colossians 3:16) 
 

• You might believe that the instruction or teaching should only come from the Pastor 

• Or some other highly educated individual… 

 

• Well, Pastors, elders, leaders have their place. 

• But we are ALSO to instruct, teach and admonish one another. 

 

• Admonishing refers to correcting one another. 

• This doesn’t mean that we go around looking for ways to tell people they are wrong. 

• This means that as the word of Christ dwells in us, as we are filled with the knowledge of God. 

• Then we can instruct, teach and admonish those we are in relationship with. 

 

• Those that we love and honor, those we belong too. 

• Then we can benefit from one another. 

• We can share the things that we have learned from the LORD with ONE ANOTHER. 

• J. I. Packer says:  

 

S12 - The fellowship of sharing with one another what we have received from the Lord is a 

spiritual necessity. For God has not made us self-sufficient. We are not made so we can keep 

going on our own. (J. I. Packer) 

 

• THERFORE INSTRUCT ONE ANOTHER. 

• And… 

7.  S13 - We Confess to One Another 
 

• James 5:16 

 
Therefore, confess your sins to one another… (James 5:16) 
 

• Galatians 6:2 
 
Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. (Galatians 6:2) 
 

• Genuine Relationships must be open and honest. 

• We must be willing to confess our sins to one another. 

• We cannot continue to put up a false front that we’re perfect Christians. 
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• Of course, you have to use wisdom with regards to whom and when you confess. 

• But you must open up to other members of the body of Christ. 

• You must allow those who love you to Bear your burdens. 

 

• And James goes on to say that along with the confession comes…PRAYER… 

 

8.  S14 - We Pray for one another 
 
Again, James 5:16 
 
Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed. 
The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working. (James 5:16) 
 

• We spoke of our dependence on prayer last week. 

• Our dependence on God is expressed through prayer. 

• And our dependence on one another is expressed by praying for one another. 

• Bearing one another’s burdens. 

 

• Each of us has burdens we carry but God’s Word tells us we must not carry those burdens alone. 

• We must open up to one another and allow the body of Christ to help us carry our burdens. 

• To pray for us, counsel us and be involved in our lives. 

• We PRAY FOR one another. 

• And … 

 
9.  S15 - We Encourage One Another 

 
1 Thessalonians 5:11 
 
Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing. (1 
Thessalonians 5:11) 
 

• This word encourage is interesting…   

• It is the Greek Word para-kal-e-ō  

• You might recognize it as related to the Greek word ParaKleet 

• This is the word Jesus used to refer to the Holy Spirit. The Helper the Comforter. 
 

• We are to encourage, help and comfort one another. 

• To build one another up. 

• This is so important in the Body of Christ. 

• In Hebrews 3:13 the same word is translated EXHORT… 
 
S16 - But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called "today," that none of you may 
be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. (Hebrews 3:13) 
 

• We must exhort one other daily,  

• that means we must be in relationships with one another. 
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• Can you see how the author of Hebrews relates encouragement, exhortation to overcoming sin… 

• If we are not encouraged daily, we will be “hardened by the deceitfulness of sin” 

• But if we are encouraged, helped, built up then we will overcome sin. 

• We must have encouragers in our life. 

• We must ENCOURGE ONE ANOTHER. 

• And… 

 
10.  S17 - We Serve One Another 

 
Galatians 5:13 
 
For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for 
the flesh, but through love serve one another. (Galatians 5:13) 
 

• The Apostle Paul states that we are free. 

• We are no longer under the law that prescribes so much of our lives. 

• What he means by that is we now have choices to make. 

• What will we do with our time, our treasures, our talents? 
 

• He warns us not to use our freedom to choose to indulge the sinful nature. 

• But instead, he says, serve one another. 

• Literally he is saying, become slaves to one another in love. 

• Serving Not out of a sense of duty or obligation. 

• But because of LOVE. 
 

• Freely giving of your time, talents treasures 

• Being there for one another. 

• Willing to meet the physical emotional and spiritual needs of one another. 

• Serving one another. 

• And…  
 

11. S18 -  We Submit to One Another 
 

Ephesians 5:21 
 
submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ. (Ephesians 5:21) 
 

• What does it mean to “Submit to One another”? 

• It means to lay down your rights 

• To set aside your pride. 

• Not demanding your way 

• But considering others better than yourself.  
 
Philippians 2:3 
 
S19 - Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than 
yourselves. (Philippians 2:3) 
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• That’s what it means to humbly submit to one another. 

• You might think, that could cause problems. 

• People could take advantage of me… 

• Yes, that’s true. 

• And when it happens then we are called to forgive one another. 
 
12. S20 -  We Forgive One Another 
 
Colossians 3:13 
 
bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as 
the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. (Colossians 3:13) 
 

• Why must we forgive one another? 

• Because we have been forgiven by God. 

• C. S. Lewis said,  
 
S21 - To be a Christian means to forgive the inexcusable, because God has forgiven the 
inexcusable in you? (C. S. Lewis) 

 

• What does the need for forgiving one another imply? 

• We will offend one another, 

• We will make mistakes 

• We will say the wrong thing 

• We will do the wrong thing 

• But in the Body of Christ Forgiveness is the NORM.  

• So Forgive One another. 

• And… 
 

13. S22 -  We Stir Up One Another 

 
Hebrews 10:24 
 
And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, (Hebrews 10:24) 
 

• What does it mean to “Stir up one another” 

• Spur one another – NIV 

• Provoke one another – KJV 

• Stimulate one another- NASB 

• GREEK – Par–ox-oos-mos 
 

• This is a Greek noun that the medical world uses to describe a fever or an attack of an illness.  

• In other words, it’s like a fever: not necessarily pleasant, but it serves a purpose.  

 

• We are commanded to Stir UP one another to love and good deeds. 

• Maybe a contemporary translation might be we are to kick one another in the seat of the pants? 
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• Every week I try to stir us up to LOVE and GOOD deeds and that is very important and needed. 

• BUT IT IS NOT ENOUGH! 

 

• The command is that we Stir Up one another 

• We need people who can and will speak into our lives 

• We need people who are willing to ask us the hard questions and not give up when they don’t 

receive an answer. 

• We need GENUINE RELATIONSHIPS in order to Stir up one another to love and good deeds. 

• Now I am going to cover the next 5 really quickly… 

• Then we will slow down when we come to our final point. 

 
14. S23 - We are Kind to one another 
 
Ephesians 4:32 
 
 Be kind to one another… (Ephesians 4:32) 
 

• We demonstrate our love to one another with acts of KINDNESS. 
 
15. S24 - We Bear With one another 
 

• We already saw this once when we talked about forgiving one another and… 

• And in Ephesians 4:2 we see it again… 
 
with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, (Ephesians 
4:2) 
 

• We put up with one another even when someone is having a bad day. 

• And 
 
16. S25 - We live in Harmony with one another 
 
Romans 12:16 
 
Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be 
wise in your own sight. (Romans 12:16) 
 

• Again, seek unity with one another.   

• Don’t allow your pride to think you are better and your opinion is the most important. 

• Live in harmony with your fellow believers. 
 

• Now the next three things tell us what we do not do to one another… 
 
17. S26 -  We Do Not Judge One Another 
 
Romans 14:13 
 
Therefore let us not pass judgment on one another any longer, but rather decide never to put 
a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a brother. (Romans 14:13) 
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• This is in the context of the weak and strong brothers. 

• We are not to judge one another in matters of food and drink, the trivial matters of faith. 

• And  
 
18.  S27 - We Do Not Slander One Another 
 
James 4:11 
 
Do not speak evil against one another… (James 4:11) 
 

• We need to watch our tongues especially when speaking of a fellow believer. 

• And…  

 
19.  S28 - We Do Not Lie to One Another 
 
Colossians 3:9 
 
Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices 
(Colossians 3:9) 
 

• Genuine Relationships are characterized with honesty not deception. 
 

• Okay...  Now we can slow down as we come to our final “One Another” 

• I saved it for last because it in many ways brings everything together. 
 
20. S29 -  We Fellowship with One Another 
 
1 John 1:7 
 
But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the 
blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. (1 John 1:7) 
 

• Fellowship is from the Greek Word Koinonia. 

• It includes the ideas of participation, partnership or communion. 

• It refers to a close association involving mutual interests and sharing something in 

common.  

 

• And John makes it clear that we can only have fellowship with each other when we are walking in 
the light together. 

• The apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 6:14 put it this way  

 
S30 - …what fellowship has light with darkness? (2 Corinthians 5:14) 
 

• The Rhetorical answer is NONE! 

• Fellowship as described by the word of God is for those who are following JESUS CHRIST. 

• Those who’ve given their lives to him. 

• Those who’ve been cleansed from all sin. 

• Really, we have fellowship with one another when we are in fellowship with the LORD. 
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• Fellowship means genuine relationships of love and care with other members of the body. 

• Being united, Sharing interest, goals, purpose… 

• All the things we have talked about. 

• All the things that characterize the Genuine Relationships that we VALUE. 

• J. I Packer said…    
 
S31 - As we value the health of our own souls and of the Christian church, then, we must learn 
to prize fellowship. (J. I. Packer) 
 

• Fellowship was one of the main Priorities in the Early Church. 
 (ACTS 2:42)   
 
S32 - And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers. (Acts 2:42) 
 

• Last week we talked about our need to be devoted to prayer. 

• Remember the Greek word for Devoted 
 

• And It contains the ideas of earnestness of perseverance, of diligence, of continuing in. 

• I SAID This means we must pray often and regularly.  

• And the same thing is true for FELLOWSHIP, we must fellowship often and regularly.  

• Being devoted to FELLOWSHIP means you must take steps to see that it is part of your regular 
life. 
 

• So how do we do that? 

• We say we VALUE GENUINE RELATIONSHIPS. 

• Well, that means we must take steps to be involved in these GENUINE RELATIONSHIPS. 
 

• We must take steps to FELLOWSHIP with one another. 

• And that certainly involves coming to Church on a weekly basis. 

• Joining in with other members of the Body to Worship and Hear God’s Word. 

• The author of Hebrews 10:25 warns that we are…. 

S33 - …not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, 
and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. (Hebrews 10:25) 

• We are to meet together 

• But there is more to devotion that once a week. 

• Small groups are not the only place that we can experience GENUING RELTIONSHIPS in the 
Body of Christ. 

• But they are certainly a great place to begin. 
 

• I’d encourage each and every person here to devote themselves to finding a place. a group of 
believers where they can experience the kind of Genuine Relationships that the NEW 
TESTAMENT DESCRIBES. 
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• Relationships of love, honor, belonging, acceptance, encouragement, forgiveness and so much 
more. 

• Relationships with one another that help us grow in our relationship with God. 

• I know that we have covered a lot today. 

• And it could seem overwhelming. 
 

• So, I’d encourage you to go back over your notes, to look through the scripture and allow God to 
speak to your hearts. 

 

• Remember the two questions… Ask yourself… 

• First, do these “one another passages” describe my relationships with other member of the Body 
of Christ? 

• If so great, continue to develop the genuine relationships you have,  

• and look for God to point you to others you can develop relationships with. 
 

• And Second, if not, if you don’t really have these kind of genuine relationships. 

• Ask God to help you develop them. 

• Ask him to help you discover people in his body that you can enter into genuine relationship with. 

• People you can love, honor, accept, encourage and more… 
 

• And don’t forget these relationships and the one another commands that are associated with 
them are meant for your good. 

• They are given to you by your loving heavenly Father not to earn his favor. 

• But they are given so that, through relationships in the body of Christ, you might become more like 
Christ…. 

• They are given for your good and for God’s Glory. 
 

• PRAY…  
 
 


