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Our Values – Week 06 – 04/24/2022 

Engagement in the Great Commission 

S1 - Introduction and Review 
 

• After a two week break for Palm Sunday and Easter,  

• Today we return the series through Our Values. 

• We are looking at the Biblical values that we at Bridges believe to be crucial. 

• Values that we as a church and as individials base our decisions and actions on. 
 

• We have 7 Core Values – Summarized Here. 

• We’ve covered the first Five already. 

• BRINGING GLORY TO GOD. 

• Reliance on the Word of God. 

• Including Members in Ministry. 

• Dependence on Prayer 

• And Genuine Relationships 
 

• This week we’ll look at our Sixth Value. 

• We Value Engagement in the Great Commission (or Missions for short). 

• By engagement we mean getting involved. 

• At Bridges Church we recognize the importance of involvement in the GREAT COMMISSION. 
 

• And what is the Great Commission? 

• Well, we’ll be looking at that throughout our study today. 

• But the first thing I want you to notice is that within the word COMMISSION is the word 
MISSION. 

• The Great Commission is the MISSION given to the church by Jesus Christ. 

• It’s the task we’ve been assigned. It’s our job. 
 

• Now someone might be thinking back to our first value… Bringing Glory to God. 

• Didn’t we say that our first priority, that we were created to Bring God Glory. 

• So, isn’t that our mission our job? 
 

• Well, it might just be semantics, but I think there is an important distinction to make here. 

• And that is this…  

• Engaging in The GREAT COMMISSION is our MISSION 

• BUT … Bringing Glory to God is our PURPOSE. 

• So, what’s the difference between MISSION and PURPOSE. 
 

• Well, if you’re over 50 you probably remember Mission Impossible. 

• Not the movies with Tom Cruise but the TV Show with Peter Graves as Jim Phelps.  
 

• Each episode centered on a group of people who set out to accomplish an IMPOSSIBLE (or not) 
Mission. 

• The MISSION changed for every show. 

• One mission might be to stop Gangsters from Printing Counterfeit Money 

• And the next mission might be to stop a Communist Leader from coming to power in some 
country in South America. 
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• The Missions were different, but the Purpose was the same. 

• For Jim Phelps and his team, the Purpose was to protect the interests of the UNITED STATES. 

• To defend democracy. 

• And Their Various Missions were part of accomplishing their PURPOSE.  
 

• The same is true for the church. 

• Now unlike Mission Impossible our Mission does not change every week. 

• It’s a long-term mission. 

• Our Mission (engaging in the great commission) is part of accomplishing our purpose. 

• Bringing Glory to God. 
 

• I’ve used this quote from John Piper before, but it is appropriate again here… 
 
S2 - Missions (Engaging in The Great Commission) is not the ultimate goal (purpose) of the 

church.  Worship is.  Missions exists because worship doesn’t Worship is ultimate, not 

missions, because God is ultimate, not man. (John Piper) 

 

• God deserves to be worshipped (glorified) by all people. 

• But all people do not worship or glorify Him. 

• Therefore, Missions exist not only to save souls, but to create worshippers of God who will honor 
and glorify Him. 

 

• This means that as a church and as individuals we must….  

• FOR THE GLORY OF GOD and the GOOD of People, engage in the Great Commission. 
 

• And to do that we must understand what it is and what it involves. 

• You can find different versions of it in all four of the gospels and the book of Acts. 

• However, the commission given in Matthew 28 is the one that is most often referred to as THE 
Great Commission. 
 

• Now last week we read the first 15 verses of Matthew 28. 

• This was Matthew’s account of the Resurrection of Jesus. 

• And if you remember in verse 10 Jesus says to the women who were the first people he 
encountered after his resurrection… 

• He says… 
 
S3 - Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me. 
(Matthew 28:10) 
 

• Jesus’ resurrection took place in the Jerusalem area,  

• and he did appear to his disciples there as well. 

• But he wants them to go Galilee, where much of their ministry took place. 

• And the women obviously deliver the message because in verses 16-17 we read… 
 
S4 - Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed 
them. And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. (Matthew 28:16-17) 
 

• So, Jesus meets with his disciples on a mountain in Galilee. 

• Where they rightly worshipped him, Bringing Him Glory. 
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• But at the same time either some of the disciples doubted what was happening. 

• or there were others there who doubted. We can’t be sure. 
 

• But what we can be sure of is what comes next. 

• In this setting on a mountain in Galilee,  

• possibly the same mountain that Jesus preached the sermon on the mount. 

• The, Now Resurrected, Lord of Glory declares the Great Commission to his disciples. 

• Beginning in verse 18 we read… 
 
S5 - And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:16-20) 
 

• This is the Great Commission. 

• And to help us understand it and engage in it.  

• I want to point out four aspects of this mission that Jesus gave his disciples his church both 
then and now. 

• First, I want us to see… 
 
1. S6 - The Authority For Our Mission 
 

• In verse 18 before Jesus gives the mission he says… 
 
All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me, (Matthew 28:18) 
 

• Jesus begins with his authority. 

• When a mission is given, the authority behind that mission is crucial. 
 

• When I was in elementary school, I was given a Mission by my Principle. 

• He gave me a vest a badge a sign and a whistle. 

• My mission was to see that after-school, my fellow students got safely across the street  
 

• And much to my surprise the cars and the other kids obeyed me. 

• I could stop traffic just by lifting my sign or blowing my whistle. 

• Why?  

• Because I had the vest and the badge. 

• This signified that I was under the Authority of the Principle. 

• I was able to accomplish my mission not because of who I was,  

• but because of the Authority that was behind me. 
 

• And for us, as we engage in the Mission Jesus gave, he is the Authority behind Us. 

• Jesus Christ, the risen Lord,  

• The one who conquered Death. 

• The one who paid the penalty for our sins. 

• The one who, On the Cross, defeated sin, death and Satan. 
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• And because Jesus triumphed over sin, death and Satan Paul writes in Philippians 2:9-11 
 
S7 - Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every 
name,  so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
(Philippians 2:9-11) 
 

• Which is just another way of saying:  

• "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to [him]." 

• His authority is superior to and over all other authorities.  
  

• And as His Children we share in his Authority. 

• We have no authority of our own. 

• But with Christ we have all authority needed to accomplish our Mission. 

• Therefore, we need not fear Satan or anyone else. 

• As we Go therefore and make disciples… we go under the authority of Jesus Christ. 
  

• But there’s another aspect to Jesus’ Authority that we can’t forget. 

• We not only go under the authority of Christ. 

• But we go because Jesus has authority over us, his people.   
 

• Jesus begins the Great commission by establishing his Authority to give the great commission to 
his people. 

• As his people, we have not only accepted his sacrifice on our behalf  

• BUT we have pledged ourselves to follow him as Lord. 

• Remember last week, we are to submit to the resurrected LORD. 
 

• This means that he has AUTHORITY over every area of our life. 

• If we say we believe but do not submit to HIS authority, then we are fooling ourselves. 

• We are Hypocrites. 
 

S8 -  Jesus told his disciples, “You are my friends if you do what I command” (John 15:14).  
 

• If we do not obey Jesus, we are not his friends.  

• Worse than that, we are not even Christians.  

• And clearly, Jesus’ authority over us extends to our ENGAGEMENT in the Great Commission.  

• Founder of China Inland Mission, Hudson Taylor said. 
 
S9 - The Great Commission is not an option to consider but a command to obey. (Hudson 
Taylor) 
 

• And the command comes from the highest authority in heaven and earth. 

• We need not fear any other authorities. 

• But we must obey the AUTHORITY behind our MISSION. 

• So, Jesus is the Authority for our Mission. 
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• And as such he has set… 
 
2.   S10 - The Parameters of Our Mission 
 

• When a MISSION is given, it often comes with parameters. 

• At the beginning of every episode when Jim Phelps listened to the SELF DESTRUCTIVE Mission 
Tape he would often hear the parameters/details of His mission. 
 

• The location, the timeframe and the extent of the mission,  

• That is, How far can I go to accomplish the mission. 
 

• And we are also given parameters for our Mission. 

• First, Jesus tells us… 
 
A. S11 - The Location of Our Mission 
 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations … (Matthew 28:19) 
 

• The word “nations” is the Greek word Ethnos. 

• It refers to groups of people who share a common language and culture. 

• We call that a People Group. 

• The great commission extends to all nations, all people groups. 
 

• The GREAT COMMISSION refers to what the church does in the WORLD. 

• That is not to say that we do not continue to make disciples of people once they are in the church. 

• We DO and we’ll talk about that shortly! 

• But the primary thrust of the Great Commission is OUTWARD to the WORLD. 
 

• This is the OUTREACH component of our VALUES. 

• It involves reaching out to the ends of the Earth. 

• And one of the crucial ways we do that is by sending and supporting missionaries. 

• People who cross cultural barriers to REACH OUT to all nations. 
 

• But it also involves OUTREACH in our own community. 

• It involves Evangelism, both personal and corporate. 

• Telling people who Jesus is, what he has done for you, and what he offers to do for them. 

• This may involve sharing your testimony, how you became a disciple of Jesus Christ. 

• But it will certainly involve sharing the gospel of grace with them. 
 

• So, when we say we VALUE ENGAMENTMENT IN THE GREAT COMMISSION…. 

• We definitely mean we value raising up and sending missionaries,  

• People who will cross cultures and learn languages and minister in places where the church does 
not exist or is weak. 

• People like Amy & Jon Wynveens in Lebanon, Ruth Dougherty in Greece, Tim and Sue Driscoll in 
Japan, Kellen and Rebecca to Malawi, Dan and Sharon Leatherwood in Spain, Al & Lynn Stahl 
working to reach Muslims in North Africa…. 

• We value raising up sending and supporting cross-cultural missionaries. 
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• AND we also value raising up and sending people into their own WORLD. 

• People who will cross their street or the hallway in their office. 

• People who are willing to learn what it means to share their faith with those in THIS CULTURE. 

• In their communities. 

• In their places of work. 

• In their families. 
 

• So, at Bridges we want to engage fully in the GREAT COMMISSION. 

• We want to become a people who are committed to reaching out in our own WORLD. 

• And as a vital extension of reaching out in our WORLD we want to continue to reach out to the 
entire world. 

• So, the location of our mission is big, it is the WORLD 
 

• The second parameter is time. 
 
B. S12 - The Timeframe of Our Mission 
 

• There is a lot of drama created on television by limited time given to a mission. 

• Probably the most dramatic situation is the limited time given to disarm a bomb. 

• The tension grows as the timer ticks down. 

• And, we all breathe a sigh of relief with the bomb is disarmed with 1 second to spare. 
 

• Now Matthew 28 doesn’t give a time frame for our mission, but Matthew 24 does… 

• In the beginning of the chapter, Jesus foretells the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem. 

• And following that, as he sat on the Mount of Olives, his disciples came to him and asked… 
 
S13 - Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the 
end of the age?” (Matthew 24:3) 
 

• Now Jesus’ long answer to their question is recorded in the rest of Chapter 24 and 25. 

• And that would be fun to look at but for our purposes I just want us to see what he says in verse 
14. 

• Matthew 24:14 
 
S14 - And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a 
testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. (Matthew 24:14) 
 

• This is a little different than the bomb scenario. 

• We’re not given a specific amount of time to accomplish our mission. 

• Instead, we are told the accomplishing of OUR MISSION will determine the end of time. 

• Jesus says that OUR MISSION in the WORLD is so important that HE will not bring everything to 
an end until it is completed. 
 

• Not totally sure exactly what the END is. 

• It probably refers to His physical return to earth (what we call the second coming),  

• But whatever the END is it is important. 

• And the end hinges on the accomplishing of our MISSION. 
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• So, you might be saying, great, we have all the time in the world. 

• If we don’t accomplish the mission, then there is always the next generation. 

• It’s been over 2,000 years already so what is the big deal. 

• But it has been said and I agree that… 
 
S15 - Every generation is responsible for meeting the challenges of The Great Commission. 
 

• In our GENERATION there are 1,000s of people dying every day… 

• People who do not have a relationship with God. 

• People who are not glorifying God as he deserves. 

• AND the Bible gives no hope that these people will escape a Christ less eternity. 
 

• But Scripture does give us a MISSION of HOPE. 

• We have the MESSAGE of the GOSPEL, and we are told to take it to the World. 

• And the Timeframe of that MISSION is NOW, 
 

• With so much at stake we must ask ourselves, what are we waiting for? 

• If our mission is so important that JESUS is waiting for its completion before He returns,  

• Then what are we willing to do to see the MISSION completed? 
 

• That brings us to our final parameter 
 
C. S16 - The Extent of Our Mission 
 

• How far should we take this Great Commission Stuff? 

• I could answer this in several ways, but I think the most effective is by asking this question. 

• To what extent did Jesus go to accomplish his part of the mission? 

• We must never forget that the MISSION we have been given is an extension of Jesus’ Mission. 
 

• The GREAT COMMISSION in the gospel of John is stated this way. 
 
S17 - Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am 
sending you.” (John 20:21) 

• Jesus was sent on a MISSION by the Father. 

• And Jesus sends His Followers on the same mission. 

• Our part in the mission is different but the mission is the same. 
 

• For Jesus the MISSION meant leaving His Father in Heaven. 

• For us it means leaving the things of this world. 
 

• For Jesus the MISSION meant going to a poor family to be born in a stable  

• For us it means going wherever God sends us. 
 

• For Jesus the MISSION meant a sacrificial death on a cross for sins of mankind. 

• For us it means sacrificing our lives to share the gospel with the WORLD. 

• It means that we are willing to follow JESUS’ example even if it means our DEATH. 
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• We need the attitude of the Apostle Paul who said in Acts 20:24 

S18 - But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish 
my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the 
grace of God.  (Acts 20:24) 

• Paul understood that HIS Mission was more important that his life. 
 

• So, to what extent should we go to accomplish our mission? 

• Jesus gave his life for the MISSION. 

• We must give our lives to and possibly for our MISSION. 
 

• But how can we do that? 

• Well, that is our third point… 

3. S19 - The Power for Our Mission 

• In Matthew 28:20 Jesus says… 
 
… And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age. (Matthew 28:20) 
 

• This is a great, empowering promise. 

• We are not only under Jesus’ authority, but HE is with us as we engage in the Great Commission. 

• He will provide what we need to accomplish our MISSION. 

• We are not on our own. 
 

• In the GREAT COMMISSION found in the book of ACTS we find a similar promise given to the 
Disciples… 

 
S20 - But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." (Acts 1:8) 
 

• The word power here is the GREEK word DYNAMIS. 

• Alfred Nobel used this word to name his explosive discovery: Dynamite. 
 

• Dynamis refers to the explosive, life-changing dynamic power of the Holy Spirit.   

• This is supernatural power that flows from God.  
 

• And it’s given not that we might use it for our own purposes. 

• It’s given specifically that we might be witnesses. 

• It’s given that we might accomplish our mission. 
 

• The book of Acts goes on to record the apostles’ lives being transformed by the DYNAMIS of the 
Holy Spirit. 

• And they went forth into the World Engaging in the Great Commission. 
 

• If you are a follower of Jesus Christ, if you have truly come under his Authority. 

• Then you too have received the same power that the apostles did. 

• The DYNAMITE POWER to be HIS WITNESSES 

• And you can go forth into your World with Confidence… 
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• That brings us to our final point for this morning. 

• We have seen AUTHORITY, the PARMETERS and the POWER of our MISSSION. 

• But we’ve only briefly mentioned… 
 
4. S21 - The Objective of Our Mission 
 

• Verse 19 of Matthew 28… 
 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations… (Matthew 28:19) 
 

• Our objective, the focus of the great commission is to MAKE DISCIPLES. 

• We must Go (or as the Greek grammar indicates) as we go, we must make disciples. 

• And as part of our objective, we are to include all nations. 

• As a church we must engage in making disciples of all nations. 
 

• And to do that we need to know what a disciple is? 

• A disciple is one who becomes a follower of another. 

• One who submits to the authority and teaching of another. 
 

• And here in Matthew 28:19-20 we are given the two parts of making disciple for Jesus Christ. 

• Making people who submit to His authority and teaching. 

• The first part we call Evangelism and it culminates in Baptism… 

• Jesus Says… 
 
S22 - Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit… (Matthew 28:19) 
  

• Baptism symbolizes what takes place when someone becomes a disciple of Jesus Christ. 

• Being emersed in water symbolizes the death we must undergo and the new life the cleansing we 
experience when we become a disciple of Jesus Christ. 
 

• As we go under the water we die with Christ, we die to our old self. 

• And because of his sacrificial death we are cleansed of our sins and we are declared righteous 
before God. 

• And as we come out of the water we are born again into a new life with Christ.  
 

• So first, making disciples involves calling people to experience what baptism symbolizes. 

• We are calling people to reconciliation with God by coming and dying to their old, destructive ways 
and to living for Jesus,  

• To live for the one who loves them and gave himself for them. 
 

• And we make that call by evangelizing. 

• By sharing the gospel, the good news, the message of reconciliation, with those who do not know 
Christ. 

• Sharing that Jesus Christ died for them on the Cross. 

• That he died to pay the penalty for their sin. 
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• And that he offers forgiveness and eternal life eternal reconciliation to God for to all who trust in 
him. 

• To all who put their faith in him, making him the Lord of their Lives. 

• To all who die to themselves, who are buried with Christ, and who are raised again to new life. 
 

• And this decision to follow Christ (to die to self, to trust in Christ) is symbolized, confirmed, and 
culminates in water baptism. 

• So, the first part of making disciples is evangelism, calling people to faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

• But making disciples does not end there. 

• This is the mistake that so many people and churches make. 

• Making disciples is a lifelong process. 

• We see this in verse 20… 
 
S23 - Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you… (Matthew 28:19-20) 
 

• Once someone come to faith in Christ, he or she enters a process of being a disciple. 

• And if anyone is truly going to be his disciple  

• If they are going to observe or obey all that Jesus commanded, then we must know all that Jesus 
commanded. 
 

• And where do we find what Jesus commanded? 

• In the Word of God. 

• At the heart of making disciples there must be an emphasis on teaching and applying GOD’s 
WORD. 
 

• Making disciples involves teaching people the word of God. 

• Teaching them what the word says,  

• but more importantly teaching them to observe (obey) what the word commands. 
 

• In Luke 14:27, Jesus makes it clear that understanding and obeying his commands are central to 
what it means to be a disciple. 

• LISTEN CLOSELY… 
 
S24 - Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. (Luke 
14:27) 
 

• Being a disciple means we must bear a cross. 

• AND Bearing a cross does not mean primarily enduring hardship. 

• Saying…. “We all have a cross to bear” 
  

• Bearing a cross means going to Golgotha, the place of crucifixion. 

• It means dying with Christ. 

• Again, this death to our old self, is initially symbolized by our baptism. 

• But being a disciple means we continually, daily die to our old self to our selfishness and pride.  

• and continually turn to follow Jesus in newness of life.  
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• In Luke 9:23 Jesus said… 
 
S25 - If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and 
follow me. (Luke 9:23) 
 

• So, we’ve seen the two parts of making disciples. 

• Evangelism which results in baptism. 

• And discipleship which is accomplished through teaching the Word of God. 

• This is the objective the heart of the Great Commission, our Mission. 
 

• And so, the question must come, where are you engaging in the Great Commission? 

• Where in your life are you obeying the final command that Jesus gave to his Church? 

• Where are you under the authority of Christ, in the Power of the Holy Spirit Making Disciples? 

• And how are you engaged in seeing that disciples are made in all nations? 
 

• Now to help us with the all nations part, 

• In your notes I’ve included some application ideas. 

• These Six ways to engage in Cross Cultural Missions is something that OMF International put 
together to help Christians grow in their understanding of and engagement in world mission. 

• So, I will leave you to look at and apply that…  
 

• But what about Making Disciple here in Riverside, which is also part of the nations? 
 

• Now for many of you, you understand what I’m talking about. 

• You’ve heard about making disciples your whole Christian life. 

• Some of you have even engaged in Making Disciples. 

• Sharing your faith, seeing people come to Christ and teaching them all Jesus commanded in the 
Word of God. 

• And to you I would say Go therefore and make more disciples… 

• Engage fully in the great commission. 
 

• But I know that for some listening today, the idea of you making a disciple is either new or you 
have never really engaged in it before. 

• And it might seem beyond your reach. 

• And if that’s the case, I get it! 

• So let me say this to everyone here. 
 

• Don’t put the cart before the horse… What do I mean by that? 

• It may be true that at this point in your Christian life you are not prepared to make a disciple. 

• This was certainly true for every one of Jesus disciples when he first called them. 

• Notice that Make Disciples was not the first command Jesus gave them… 

• It was the last… 

• It was given only after they’d been discipled themselves. 
 

• No one can make disciples until they commit to being a disciple. 

• And so that’s the challenge I want to put before all of us this morning. 

• That each one of us would commit to being a disciple, to being discipled. 
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• That you would seek to enter a discipling relationship… 

• The kind of relationship that Greg Ogden described in Discipleship Essential as… 
 

S26 - …an intentional relationship in which we walk alongside other disciples in order to 
encourage, equip and challenge one another in love to grow toward maturity in Christ.  This 
includes equipping the disciple to teach others as well.  (Greg Ogden) 
 

• These are the kind of Genuine discipling relationships that we are seeking to develop at Bridges. 

• They can happen organically in our small groups, 

• they can happen as we develop friendships with one another.  

• But sometimes you need to make them happen. 
 

• When I was in college a Campus Crusade Staff Person named Bruce McCluggage encouraged 
me to be discipled. 

• He offered to do it, but He believed that discipleship was to take place in the local church. 

• And since we didn’t go to the same church, he suggested that I find someone in my church to 
disciple me. 
  

• So, I made an appointment with one of the Pastors at the church I was attending. 

• And I asked him if there was someone who could disciple me. 

• At first, he was surprised, he said no one had ever asked him that before. 

• But he committed to see what he could do, and eventually he did find someone willing to disciple 
me. 
 

• But in the meantime, I decided to take Bruce up on his offer. 

• And since Bruce went to a Church called Bible Fellowship of Riverside (now Bridges) I decided to 
start attending his church. 

• So, I came to Bridges to be discipled. 

• And for the last 40 years I’ve been discipled by not only Bruce, but many others in this Church. 

• And this resulted in me being able to disciple others. 
 

• And the reason I tell this story is the same reason Bruce encouraged me to be discipled. 

• I want to encourage you seek out a Genuine Discipling Relationship. 

• That may involve joining a small group, a men’s, or Women’s Bible Study. 

• That may involve asking someone you know (a mature believer) to disciple you. 

• Or it may involve making an appointment with the Pastor and getting his help to see that you are 
discipled.  
 

• Being discipled is crucial, it’s the first step to Engaging in the Great Commission. 

• Because it’s when we are discipled that we can then make disciples. 

• As Paul wrote to his disciple Timothy… 
 
and what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men, 
who will be able to teach others also. (2 Timothy 2:2) 
 

• Timothy, I have discipled you, You can now disciple other, who will in turn disciple others… 

• That’s Jesus plan to reach the nations.  

• That’s the mission he has given us. 

• And we must for His Glory and our Good engage in it. 

• Would you pray with me to that end? 


