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Our Values – Week 04 – 03/27/2022 

Dependence on Prayer 

S1 - Introduction and Review 
 

• Today we continue the study of “Our Values”. 

• This is what we at Bridges Church believe is important  

• What our decisions and actions are based on. 
 

• We have 7 Core Values all posted up front. 

• And so far we’ve covered the first three. 

• We VALUE BRINGING GLORY TO GOD. 

• We Value Reliance on the Word of God. 

• And We Value Including Members in Ministry. 
 

• Now this week we come to our Fourth Value…. 

• We Value Dependence on Prayer. 

• We value of Prayer. 

• And we understand our dependence on Prayer. 
 

• Now in reality we are completely dependent on God who has given us the gift of prayer. 

• As the hymn so aptly states: What a privilege to carry, Everything to God in prayer! 

• And it’s through prayer, more than anything else, that we express our dependence on HIM. 

• So, you could say we value and show our dependence on God through prayer. 
 

• And God’s word over and over calls us (in our dependance) to come to God in prayer. 

• In Colossians 4:2, the main verse we will look at today, the apostle Paul exhorts…  
 

S2 - Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving. (Colossians 4:2) 

• Remember all our values are derived from our second value, reliance on God’s word. 

• And Colossians 4:2 is just one of many examples of the VALUE God’s word puts on Prayer… 
 

• The question is do we as a church and as individuals share that Value. 

• Are our lives characterized by continuing steadfastly in prayer? 

• Is prayer a crucial part of who we are as a people? 

• Or is it just one of those Christian things that we struggle to do? 
 

• If we at Bridges say that we Value “Dependence on Prayer” … 

• Then we, and I mean each one of us, must make it a priority in our lives. 

• Our lives must reflect our values. 

• Prayer can’t be the thing we get to if there’s time, it must be the thing we do with our time. 
 

• And to do that, I believe we need to have a clear understanding of what prayer is. 

• It may seem very basic but sometimes we need to be reminded of the basics. 

• So… 
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S3 - What is Prayer? 

• I think we all too often mysticize Prayer. 

• The main words used for pray or prayer in the New Testament include both the ideas of worship 
and supplication. 
 

• We come to God in an attitude of worship, and we supplicate. 

• We ask Him for things.  

• We poor out our needs before him. 
 

• That’s what we find in the Lord’s Prayer. 

• The disciples came to Jesus and said, “Lord teach us to pray”… 

• And after a few introductory instructions, Jesus said… 

S4 - Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  
 

• You come to God with an attitude and words of worship. 

• Father your name is hallowed (holy). 

• And then what follows is a series of requests… 
 
S5 - Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil… (Matthew 6:9-13) 

• As Jesus taught, prayer is mainly asking God for things. 

• And by "things" I don't mean only objects - stuff. 

• Yes, we do ask for our daily bread.  

• We are dependent on God to provide our physical needs. 

• But we also ask him to intervene in our world, to bring his Kingdom and will into our world. 

• And we ask him to intervene in our lives. 

• To meet our emotional and spiritual needs. 

• To forgive our sins and help us overcome the sin and evil that we so easily fall into.  
 

• Now “The Lord’s Prayer” is not the limit of what we pray,  

• It is, however, the instructive example given by Jesus. 

• And it shows that pray involves coming to God in dependance on HIM to meet our needs. 
 

• And in reality, our biggest need, is God himself.  

• To know him and trust him and love him and obey him and to serve him. 

• And God has given us the privilege of prayer that we might draw near to him and beseech him 
for these things, not just for ourselves but for our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
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• One of my favorite prayers in the Bible is found in Paul’s letter to the Ephesians. 

• In Chapter 1 he tells the church what he is praying (asking God) for them. 

• And in verse 16 we read… 

S6 - I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, that the God of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in 
the knowledge of him, having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is 
the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the 
saints… (Ephesians 1:16-18) 

• Now I’d encourage you to take time this week to read and pray what Paul prays for the church in 
Ephesus. 

• Pray it for yourself and for your brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 

• But my point is this, in this prayer, and many others in Scripture we see that Prayer includes 
asking God for a deeper relationship with God. 
 

• So, in Summary, Prayer is coming to God with an attitude and words of worship  

• and then, acknowledging your dependance on him, by asking him to meet your physical, 
emotional, and spiritual needs. 

• And yes, I know that our relationship with God is much more than asking.  

• We should come confessing sins and giving thanks and praise. 

• And we should also come ready to listen, ready to hear from the LORD.  

• In a broad sense, prayer includes all that.  
 

• But, speaking precisely, prayer is requesting, asking.  

• That's why in Colossians 4:2 it says,  

S7 - Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving (Colossians 4:2) 

• Thanking God should always be part of what we do when we come to him.  

• But prayer, in the strict sense, means requesting.  
 

• Question #98 in the Westminster Shorter Catechism is WHAT IS PRAYER? 

• The answer is…. 

S8 - Prayer is an offering up of our desires unto God, in the name of Christ, by the help of his 
Spirit, with confession of our sins, and thankful acknowledgment of his mercies.  

• Notice the main thing:  "Prayer is an offering up of our desires unto God."  

• That is the main meaning of prayer.  

• "With confession of sins" and  

• "with . . . thankful acknowledgment of his mercies"  

But the essence of prayer is the expression of our dependence on God through requests. 

• God wants, even commands, us to demonstrate our dependence on Him by continuing 
steadfastly in asking him for the needs and desires of our heart.  
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• Now this might not seem quite right to some,  

• because we certainly do not want people to continually ask us for stuff,  

• no matter how great their need or desire is. 
 

• In fact, it can get kind of irritating even when those we love, own children or grandchildren 
continue to ask us for something over and over again. 

• NO DAVID WE ARE NOT GOING TO WATCH BLIPPI on YOUTUBE. 
 

• But God is not US!  PROFOUND… 

• Jesus said about prayer in Matthew 7:7 

S9 - Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to 
you. (Matthew 7:7) 

• The Greek not only says that we are to ask, seek and knock. 

• But it implies that we are to keep asking, keep seeking and keep knocking. 

• It calls for persistence, perseverance, earnestness, and diligence in prayer. 
 

• God wants us to continue steadfastly in prayer. 

• To continually express our dependence on him by asking/beseeching him to meet our every need. 

• Really he does… 

• In fact and this is our next point…. 

S10 - God Delights in Our Prayers 

• God loves to be asked for things.  

• Proverbs 15:8 

S11 - …the prayer of the upright is His delight. (Proverbs 15:8 NASB) 

•  He is so eager to hear our prayers and respond to them that in Isaiah 65:24 he says…  

S12 - Before they call I will answer; while they are yet speaking I will hear. (Isaiah 65:24) 

• In fact, in his relationship with Israel he took special steps to see to it that He was constantly being 
asked.  

• Isaiah 62:6-7 

S13 - On your walls, O Jerusalem, I have set watchmen; all the day and all the night they shall 
never be silent. You who put the LORD in remembrance, take no rest, and give him no rest 
until he establishes Jerusalem and makes it a praise in the earth. (Isaiah 62:6-7) 

• For His children Israel, God desired to be asked for things so much that he appointed people to 
"give him no rest"  

• AND to "never keep silent.  

• To continue to remind the Lord. 

• God delights in the prayers of his children, and we those who trust in his Son Jeus, are his 
children.  
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• So let me be clear, God, the Creator of the Universe,  

• The one who holds our life in his hands and rules the world,  

• He is the kind of God who loves for his people to ask him to meet their needs. 
 

• So, Why is that?  

• Why does God not only command that we ask him for things, but delight in it. 

• What's behind this delight in our asking him for things? 

• Well, I believe there are two answers to this question… 

• First because… God’s very nature is that of a Giver… 

1. S14 - God is a Giver 

• The Apostle John teaches that … God is love… 

• And Love cares for the needs and desires of the one loved.   

• That means that love gives… 
 

• For God so Loved the World He GAVE… 

• It's his very nature to be a Giver. 

• Paul in Romans 11:35-36 speaking of God says… 

S15 - Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid? For from him and through him 
and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. (Romans 11:35-36) 
 

• AND IN Acts 17:25 we read… 
 
S16 - nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives 
to all mankind life and breath and everything. (Acts 17:25) 

• There is nothing we have that God does not already own. 

• All things are his, he needs nothing from you or me. 

• Therefore, God is always the Giver. 
 

• So, the first reason God delights in our Prayer is because he is a GIVER. 

• His nature is to give, and this results in the second reason he delights in our Prayers. 

• Because…  

2. S17 - The Giver Gets the Glory 

• This relates back to our first value. 

• We value bringing God Glory. 

• And if you remember God values his own Glory. 

• And one of the ways God receives glory is by giving. 

• Again, In Romans 11:36 we read…  
 
S18 - For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. 
(Romans 11:36) 

• When God gives …God is Glorified. 
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• Glory belongs to the Giver not the Getter.  

• Getters look and are needy.  

• Givers look and are self-sufficient.  
 

• This ancient story illustrates the point… 

• Among those in the court of Alexander the Great was a philosopher of outstanding ability but little 
money.  

• He asked Alexander for financial help and was told to draw whatever he needed from the imperial 
treasury.  

• But when the man requested an amount equal to $50,000, he was refused— 

• Because the treasurer needed to verify that such a large sum was authorized.  
 

• When he asked Alexander, the ruler replied, "Pay the money at once.  

• The philosopher has done me a singular honor.”  

• By the largeness of his request, he shows that he has understood both my wealth and 
generosity. 
 

• And we honor/glorify GOD when we request “things” from Him. 

• We show our faith in his WEALTH and GENEROSITY. 

• God gives us prayer because he wants us to see him as a gloriously Wealthy and Generous 
GIVER.  

• And he wants us to see ourselves as totally dependent on HIM.  
 

• In Psalm 50:15 he says… 

S19 - and call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me. 
(Psalms 50:15) 

• God answers our call for help so that we get the deliverance, and he gets the glory.  
"I will deliver you and you shall glorify me." – Pretty Clear… 

• Similarly in John 14:13 Jesus says,  

S20 - Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, so that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son. (John 14:13) 

• Ask for things in my name!  

• Why? 

• Yes, so your needs might be met. 

• But more importantly so the Father may be glorified.  

• God is glorified when He answers our Prayers out of His Glorious Riches and Generosity. 
  

• Are with getting the idea. 

• God wills that you pray.  

• He wills that you ask him for things (physical, emotional, spiritual things). 

• And he not only wills it, but delights in it. 
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• Why? 

• Because God delights in showing the fullness of his love, grace and mercy by meeting the needs 
of humble, dependent , praying – people. 
 

• And when he meets our needs in response to prayer two things happen. 

• First, As God GIVES… our needs are met, and we can rejoice.   

• It brings Joy to Us. It is for our Good. 

• And second, as God demonstrates his GIVING nature for all to see,  

• He is Glorified. 

• It’s a win win situation. 

 

• And prayer is the key.  

• Prayer is for our Good and God’s Glory. 

 

• This means that prayer is central to why God created us. 

• A few weeks ago, we focused on the fact that we were created to bring GOD glory. 

• And now we know that prayer is a key part to GOD being Glorified. 
 

• So, prayer is not some optional thing in our Christian life.  

• Prayer is at the heart of why God created us.  

• We were created in the image of God to Bring Him Glory.  

• And God delights in Our Good by displaying His glory through GIVING in response to PRAYER. 
 

• We need to meditate on this. 

• To think about how Prayer helps to fulfill the purpose for which we were created. 

• And to think about how prayerlessness deprives us of Our Good and God of His Glory.  
 

• This is deep stuff but I believe when we embrace this truth…  

• That the key to our Good and God’s Glory is found in PRAYER. 

• Then our motivation to pray will grow.  

• We will understand that God delights in our Prayer. 
 

• And this will result in our devotion to prayer. 

• That’s our next point. 

S21 - Be Devoted to Prayer 

• Back to Colossians 4:2,   

S22 - Continue steadfastly in prayer… (Colossians 4:2) 

• There is one Greek Word for the phrase Continue steadfastly: PRO-SKAR-TER-AIR  

• It contains the ideas of earnestness of perseverance, of diligence, of continuing in. 

• The NIV and the NASB both translate this “Devote” 

• Devote yourselves to prayer 
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• And this just makes sense doesn’t it? 

• If prayer is so great and central to God's purpose for your life, and joy and good. 

• If prayer is how we show our dependence on Him and how he receives glory. 

• It just makes sense that God would tell us to, Continue steadfastly in prayer  

• To devote ourselves to Prayer. 
 

• This idea is not just found in Colossians… 

• 5 other times in the NEW TESTEMENT we find the same Greek word PRO-KAR-TER-AIR in 
relation to prayer… 

• Three of those times are found in the book of Acts… 

• Acts 1:14,  

S23 - All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer… (Acts 1:14) 

• Acts 2:42 
 
S24 - And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers. (Acts 2:42)  

• Acts 6:4, the apostles said…  

S25 - But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word. (Acts 6:4) 

• Clearly devotion to prayer was crucial for the early church. 

• And that devotion was to continue… 

• To the church in Rome Paul writes…    
 
S26 - Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant (same word devoted) in prayer. 
(Romans 12:12) 
 

• And to the church in Ephesus, he writes… 

S27 - praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert 
with all perseverance (same word devotion), making supplication for all the saints, (Ephesians 
6:18) 

• I hope it’s clear that we are to be DEVOTED to Prayer.  

• This means we must pray often and regularly.  

• Prayer is not infrequent, and it is not hit and miss.  

• But there is a problem right. 

• Many of us struggle with PRAY. 

• We know it’s important and yet we fail to make it important in our lives. 
 

• Continuing steadfastly in prayer means you must take steps to see that PRAYER is part of your 
regular life, the same way eating, drinking, and sleeping are. 
 

• And that takes us to our final point for this morning. 

• As a church that values dependence on God through prayer. 

• We must not only be devoted to prayer we must… 
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S28 - Be Disciplined in Prayer 

• We must take steps to see that PRAYER is part of our regular daily lives.  

• This is implied in Colossians 4:2,  

S29 - Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful... (Colossians 4:2) 
 

• Being watchful means that you work against distractions and hindrances.  

• You do what you must to stay awake and to stay on task.  

• It means to do what you have to do to make prayer a regular part of your life.  

• And that takes Disciple,  

• It takes the self-control we receive as part of the fruit of the Spirit. 
 

• So with the rest of our time, I’d like suggest some practical ways we can grow in our PRAYER 
LIVES. 

• These are things that have helped me and others remain disciplined in our prayers. 

• First… 

1. S30 - Schedule a Time for Prayer 

• You may say, "I don't want a specific prayer time”.  

• I want to pray throughout the day, I want to be continually in prayer. 

• Well, amen to that.  

• Paul teaches us in 1 Thessalonians 5:17 to… 

S31 - pray without ceasing; (1 Thessalonians 5:17) 

• But it's not true that we must choose between scheduling prayer in solitude and prayer being a 
natural part of our daily life.   

• If you want to walk in prayer all day long, you will need to have specific time in prayer 

• Times of quiet communion with God. 

• Why?  

• Because you can't get deep with God on the run, fitting him into the cracks of your day.  

• But you can enjoy continual fellowship with God on the run, when you have gone deep with God in 
the stillness of that scheduled prayer time.  
 

• So yes, make it your goal to have your whole day a walking conversation with God.  

• Pray without ceasing. 

• But the way to develop that continual prayer is to "be disciplined" in having regular daily times of 
prayer. 

• You will go deep with him in the moments of quiet focus, and this depth will make God real and 
present in the rest of the day. 
 

• So, examine your schedule and decide on a time for this meeting with God in prayer. 
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• Now you might ask, well how long (how many times) should these scheduled times of prayer be? 

• Well, I don’t have a specific answer… 

• But I would say (and this is our second practical application), that we all should seek to… 

2. S32 - Grow in Length and Depth of Prayer 

• Now let’s get very practical. 

• If you are doing nothing, then start doing something.  

• Start where you are and take a step.  

• Then ask God (pray) to grow your prayer time in both length and depth. 
  

• God desires for us to have a deep faith, an uncompromising trust in Him. 

• And depth comes through time spent in the presence of the LORD.  

• There must be extended times in the presence of God. 

• It doesn't have to be one long time.  

• It can be several planned shorter times.  
 

• We will look at this again when we get to the book of Daniel, because he provides us with a great 
example.  

• He was a high-ranking political official in Babylon.  

• He had enemies and they passed a law that no one could pray except to the king. 

• And in Daniel 6:10 we read… 

S33 - Now when Daniel knew that the document was signed, he entered his house (now in his 
roof chamber he had windows open toward Jerusalem); and he continued kneeling on his 
knees three times a day, praying and giving thanks before his God, as he had been doing 
previously. (Daniel 6:10) 

• So not only do we see the courage and commitment, the depth of Daniel’s prayer in an open 
window when his life was threatened…,  

• But we see that he was "disciplined" to it three times a day.  

• I think there is something to this three times a day model. 
 

• I’ve found it very helpful in my life to set aside a time in the morning, a time at lunch.  

• and a time before I go to sleep.  

• With alarms on your phone, you can set yourself any kind of prayer schedule.  

• But don't do nothing.  

• Devote yourself to prayer, be disciplined. 

• Schedule a time or times, and continue to Grow in the length and depth of your prayers. 
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• And along with that one final application… 

C. S34 -  Develop a Plan for Prayer 

• Many things could be said about different methods of prayer.  

• I will mention three practical things that have been helpful for me. 

• First,  

A. S35 - Write Out Your Prayers 

• There are many ways to do this. 

• You can keep a prayer journal. 

• You can keep a prayer list on your computer, your Tablet your Phone. 

• Yes, there is an APP for that… 
 

• But if you are less comfortable with apps… 

• One of the most practical ways that I have found to plan prayer time is with an 8.5X11 Piece of 
paper. 

• I think I learned this a long time ago in a program called Master Life (Randy & Phyllis). 

Talk through the Paper, folding in 4ths, labeling, Daily, Each day of the Week… 

• DAILY… 

• Pray for your own soul first.  

• because if God doesn't awaken and strengthen and humble and fill your own soul,  

• then you can't pray for anybody else's.  
 

• So, plead with the Lord every day for you own soul's perseverance and purification and power. 

• Other daily things that you might include are your family. 

• I’ve found that the daily prayer becomes those things that are closest to my heart. 

• I pray for my kids and grandkids every day. 
 

• Another thing we should be praying for daily is a person or two you want to come to faith… 

• A person or two that you’re seeking to share the gospel with. 

• Allow prayer to break the hard ground of their soul that they might receive the gospel with JOY. 
 

• Australian Theologian Sidlow Baxter said…. 

S36 -...Men may spurn our appeals, reject our message, oppose our arguments, despise our 
persons -- but they are helpless against our prayers. (Sidlow Baxter) 

• The first and most important step in evangelism is PRAYER…. 
 

• Now once you’ve listed Daily prayer items… 

• Then place other things in the DAYS of the WEEK… 

• Missionaries, 

• Nations 

• Job Concerns. 

• People you work with. 

• Your Church 
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• People in Your Small Group 

• Your Pastor and Elders 

• Your Political Leaders, City, State, Nation 

• You kids or grandkids schools and their teachers. 

• Social Issues, Injustices that Concern you… War, Abortion, Homelessness, Poverty…. 

• The list can go on and on… 
 

• Most of us can't pray for all these things every day.  

• But when you distribute them over seven days you can pray for many of them throughout the 
week. 
 

• You can add and take away from your list….  

• And remember let your heart, your spirit given over to the Holy Spirit, dictate your prayers.  
 

• So, the first part of developing a plan for prayer would be to write out your prayers. 

• I’ve given you one suggestion but there are certainly other options. 

• The point is you need to develop a method that helps you stay focused in your prayers. 
 

• Then the second thing that I have found helpful is to… 

B. S37 - Pray Through Scripture  

• There is great power in praying through the Word of God. 

• Your prayer time and Bible reading time don't have to be separate.  

• In FACT, it would be best if they weren’t separate. 
 

• If you ask, what do I pray for myself and my family and my church and the missionaries and the 
city and the nations, the answer is pray Scripture.  

• God's Word reveals God and his will.  

• What you want for yourself, and others is more of God and more of his will.  
 

• As you see him in his Word, pray that God would make himself known and loved in the lives of the 
people you pray for.  

• And as you see his will, pray that God would cause it to be done in the lives of those you pray for. 
"Thy will be done on earth as in heaven." 
 

• You can pray through the prayers that are recorded in the Bible. Psalms are filled with them. 

• You can also Pray specific Biblical values for people. 
 

• For example, if you want to pray for someone, you could pray the beatitudes:  

• Father, grant that BOB would recognize his poverty of spirit.  

• Let him mourn for his sins and not be indifferent or unconcerned for his own soul.  

• Work a meekness into his heart.  

• Grant him to be hungry and thirsty for righteousness.  

• Give him the heart of a peacemaker and a reconciler.  

• Make him pure and keep him pure, O Lord.  

• And if your will for him to be persecuted, give him grace to count it all joy and to remember that his 
reward is great in heaven. 
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• Praying like this IS POWERFUL; because it is GOD’s own Word and GOD’s own will that you are 
praying. 

• So, as part of your plan for prayer, Rely on God’s Word to guide your Prayers… 
 

• And one final part to include in your prayer plan… 

C.  S38 - Pray With Other Christians 

• Remember, in the context of prayer, Jesus said… 

S39 - For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them. 
(Matthew 18:20) 

• There is power as we gather together in his name and express our worship and prayers to him. 

• This is so important to build into your life.  

• Families, pray together.  

• Churches, Bible Studies and Small groups, pray together.  

• You may have noticed that over the past several weeks Sean has been coming forward and 
praying as we begin our service. 

• This is something we have added to help us take the opportunity to pray together for one another 
and for the things that are happening in our world. 
 

• And each of us should look for opportunities to PRAY with and for one another. 

• This is Key to building Genuine Relationships – NEXT WEEK. 
 

• So, this morning we’ve seen what prayer is. 

• We’ve seen that God delights in our Prayers. 

• We have seen our need to DEVOTE ourselves to Prayer 

• And we have been given some practical steps to be DISCIPLINED in PRAYER. 
 

• Now I’d like to conclude with a personal, and some might even say selfish, request. 

• I believe that Bridges Church can have a greater impact on Riverside and the World than it is 
currently having. 
 

• I believe that God wants to use us to meet people’s needs. 

• Their physical needs 

• Their emotional needs 

• And their spiritual needs. 
 

• God wants to use us to bring people to Jesus Christ,  

• and to help them grow in their relationship with the LORD. 

• God wants to use us to BRING HIM GLORY in this WORLD. 
 

• But I am convinced that this will not happen unless we take PRAYER seriously. 

• Yes, we need good preaching and worship and leaders and small groups and youth and children’s 
ministry. 
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• But the key to truly meeting people’s needs and bringing glory to GOD is PRAY. 

• As we express our dependence on God through requests 

• Asking him for guidance and direction asking him for wisdom and power. 

• Asking him to use us in ministry, to give us a vision and a heart for the lost. 

• To work in and through us for HIS GLORY and our GOOD. 
 

• We need to PRAY for the MINISTRY of BRIDGES 

• Now we can do this on our own and I hope you do. 

• We can do this in our small groups,  

• I’d encourage the leaders of these groups to set aside times of pray not just for another but for our 
church. 
 

• And we also have a Sunday Morning Prayer time. 

• Currently this prayer time is online zoom meeting from 8:30 – 9:00am. 

• Sean Cadd leads this time and if you’d like to join there’s a link in the online bulletin, we send out 
each week. 
 

• Also, I’ve been talking to Sean about moving the prayer time back to in-person here are the 
church. 

• So, stay tuned for more details on that. 
 

• If I, as your Pastor, could make one request of the congregation,  

• it would be that we all would spend more time praying for our church. 

• Praying for our ministries, our small groups, our Sunday morning service. 

• Praying for one another and the impact we have in our communities. 

• And praying for the impact Bridges can have in this community and beyond. 
 

• And with that in mind, I conclude with this true story,  

• I pray it challenges you to consider making Prayer for your Church a regular part of your LIFE. 
 

• Five young college students were spending a Sunday in London,  

• so they went to hear the famed C.H. Spurgeon preach.  

• While waiting for the doors to open, the students were greeted by a man who asked, "Gentlemen, 
let me show you around.  
 

• Would you like to see the heating plant of this church?"  

• They were not particularly interested, for it was a hot day in July.  

• But they didn't want to offend the stranger, so they consented.  
 

• The young men were taken down a stairway, a door was quietly opened, and their guide 
whispered, "This is our heating plant." 
  

• Surprised, the students saw 700 people bowed in prayer, seeking a blessing on the service that 
was soon to begin in the auditorium above.  

• Softly closing the door, the gentleman then introduced himself.  

• It was none other than Charles Spurgeon. 
 
PRAY 
 


