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Daniel 7 – Part 1 

(Week 09) 

09/04/2022 

An Earthly Vision of Four Beasts 

 

This is my message written out prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format 

and any grammatical mistakes. This is meant to be spoken. 

 

Introduction & Review 

 

• Today, we return to our series through the book of Daniel. Cheers!! 

 

• Daniel really has two main parts. 

• The first part chapters 1-6, which we’ve already covered is Historical in Nature. 

• In these chapters we’re given six true stories (vignettes) that occurred throughout the life of 

Daniel and to a lesser extent (SMA). 

 

• Each story provides an example of how these men (these exiles) were faithful to God in a 

foreign Pagan Kingdom. 

• And the main purpose of each story is to give all elect exiles hope.  

• Daniel does this by showing again and again that God is Sovereign. 

• That God is in control, and He’s working for the good of His people even in times great opposition 

from the world.  

 

• Now if you remember from chapter 6, the last story of God’s Sovereignty and protection of his 

people (Daniel and the Lion’s Den), occurred near the end of Daniels life. 

 

• So, as we come to the second part of Daniel (chapters 7-12) we’re taken back in time. 

• The focus of these chapters is on the visions that God gave to Daniel throughout his life. 

• And these visions are Apocalyptic in Nature. 

 

• They are filled with complex and mysterious imagery. 

• Which reveals the future even to, the end of the age, end times, the end of the world. 

 

• Now it seems to me that Christians and Non-Christians alike are interested in the apocalyptic. 

• In what will happen at the end of the world. 

 

• We see it in our movies. 

• In recent years Hollywood has projected the possible end the world through Alien Attack, 

Asteroids, Cyborgs, Nuclear Holocaust, and Killer Viruses just to name a few. 

 

• And not to be out done, Christians have their own end of the world scenarios. 

• Maybe some of you remember the 1970s end times movie “A Thief in the Night.” 

• When I saw it as a young teen, I’m not sure it scarred me into the Kingdom, but it scared me into 

praying to receive Christ many times. 
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• And then there’s the more modern Left Behind series of many books and a few movies,  

• This series goes into great detail about the end of the world as we know it. 

 

• Now the authors of these Christian books and movies would argue that they are based on 

Scripture. 

• Sort of Apocalyptic Future-Historical-Fiction. 

• While other Christians, who interpret Scripture differently, would say that these works are less 

future historical and more fiction. 

 

• Now my purpose in mentioning this is to point out that when it comes to end times stuff,  

• Christians have many different views, opinions, and options. 

• The other day Tim Driscoll sent me this picture, and I thought it was appropriate to share as we 

come to Daniel 7. 

 

• SLIDE of PICTURE 

 

• I don’t know where Boger City is, but if I ever go there, I want to visit this church. 

• When it comes to the Bible, we need to distinguish between what is our opinion or the opinion 

others, as opposed to what is clearly taught in Scripture. 

• And this is nowhere more needed than when it comes to end times stuff. 

 

• What is your view/opinion of the millennium (the 1000 year reign of Christ on Earth). 

• Are you Pre-mil, Post-mil or A-mill? 

 

• Do you believe in the rapture? (the removal of the church from earth) 

• And if so, do you believe it will come pre-trib, mid-trib or post-trip? 

• Or are you totally confused by what I’m saying? 

 

• It’s okay, that’s the point… 

• Eschatology, that is the part of theology that is concerned with the final events in the history of 

the world, can be confusing. 

• And it doesn’t help that this seems to be the most fluid and debated part of theology. 

 

• What I mean by fluid is that throughout history a person’s or a group’s Eschatology,  

• what they believe about the end times, is often based more on what’s happening in their own 

world, rather than what the Bible teaches. 

• We can tend to focus in on what’s currently happening in our own nation when it comes to our 

eschatological views. 

 

• I was listening to the radio the other day and a preacher said this. 

• Our world is in such turmoil I can almost hear the trumpet player practicing. 

• What he meant was in his opinion, the current state of the United States, is getting so bad that 

the rapture of the church (signified by the sound of trumpet) must take place soon. 
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• And I thought well, if turmoil in the world is a precursor to the rapture, then it is long overdue.  

• Because we Christians in the USA have a long way to go before, we get to the level of turmoil that 

has come and gone in the past. 

 

• For example, The turmoil of the Roman Empire and their persecution of Christians. 

• Or the turmoil caused by the Black Death which wiped out 60% of Medieval Europe’s 

population. 

• Or the turmoil of World War I or World War II or any war for that matter. 

• Think about the turmoil of our own Civil War that took the lives of over 600,000 men. 

 

• And what about the turmoil of the Communist Takeovers of Russia, China, Cambodia, 

Vietnam and North Korea. 

• Where millions and millions of people (including Christians) have been and continue to be 

imprisoned and even executed by the State. 

 

• My point is this, history is filled with turmoil, difficulty, violence, sin and suffering, 

• So, I’d caution anyone who seeks to over emphasize the current state our country or even our 

world in seeking to determine when the end will come.  

 

• HOWEVER, that does not negate the fact that the Bible does speak of what will take place at the 

end of time. 

• And some Pastors (like myself) who are less than confident that they (or really anyone) have 

figured out all the end times details, often avoid books like Daniel or Revelation.  

 

• And that’s not good, these Apocalyptic books, like all Scripture, have much to offer. 

• They’re part of the God’s word and therefore deserve study, understanding and obedience. 

 

• So even though, in our study of Daniel, we won’t create a chart detailing exactly what the final 

events of history will include.   

• I believe, we can through sensible yet cautious interpretation, understand these chapters in such 

a way that reveals the message God has for believers in all times and places. 

• Regardless of their Eschatology. 

 

• If we understand the central purpose of these chapters and focus our attention on what is clear 

and straightforward rather than on what is complicated and obscure,  

• then we can find blessing, instruction, and encouragement in Daniel as well as the other 

apocalyptic portions of the Bible.  

 

• Also, at Bridges we don’t require or promote a specific eschatology. 

• So, by focusing on what is clear instead of what is obscure. 

• We, who probably hold a variety of different end-times views, can be unified around, and 

ministered to by clear, central truths of these chapters. 
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• So, let me suggest what I believe the clear purpose of Daniel’s visions are.  

• This will help us navigate these chapters without having to spend too much time trying to figure 

out every detail. 

 

• As I said earlier, the first 6 chapters of Daniel are Historic in nature and the second 6 are 

Apocalyptic in nature. 

• So, in many ways, the first 6 chapter and the second 6 chapters are different. 

 

• But they are part of the same book, written by the same person (probably Daniel himself, inspired 

by the Holy Spirit) 

• And as such they (part 1 and 2) share a common theme or purpose. 

 

• That is, to provide Hope and encouragement for All Elect Exiles. 

• In these visions, we’ll see that no matter who you are or when you live, or what government you 

might suffer under, God is in Control, he is sovereign, and he will work all things together for 

good for those who trust in Him. 

• And that should give us Hope and Encouragement as we live as his representatives in this sinful 

fallen, beastly world. 

 

• So, I’ll seek to preach through these 6 chapters of Daniel,  

• not with the goal of answering all the questions about every complex image. 

• But my main purpose will be to help us grasp the truth that as elect exiles, 

• As children of a Sovereign God, our future in Christ is secure,  

 

• Therefore, no matter what our circumstances are, no matter when in history we live,  

• no matter what beasts we encounter,  

• no matter if Christ returns today or in 1,000 years. 

• We (right now) can live in obedience to him and with passion for HIM… 

 

• However, I should warn you that I do have my own views/opinion about the end times. 

• Some of which have changed radically over the years. 

• When it comes to Eschatology (end times stuff) I try to hold my beliefs loosely,  

• Prayerfully allowing my understanding of scripture to dictate and even change my beliefs. 

 

• So, I can’t promise that my views/opinions won’t slip through. 

• But I will try to make it clear that this is what I believe, as opposed to this is the only way to 

believe. 

• Fair!    

  

• And that finally brings us to Daniel chapter 7. 

• This chapter has one vision, but it can be broken into two or even three parts. 

• There is an Earthly Beastly Part/Vision found in verses 1-8, 15-28,  

• and that’s what we will focus on the rest of today. 
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• And there’s also a Heavenly Godly /Part Vision found in verses 9-14. 

• That’s what we will focus on next week. 

• But there’s also a third part that involves where the Heavenly Touches the Earthly. 

• We’ll look at that in both this week and next. 
 

• So today we focus on the Earthly Vision. 

• And it begins with… 

 

1. The Dream of Four Beasts 

 

• Verse 1… 

 

In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel saw a dream and visions of his head as 
he lay in his bed. Then he wrote down the dream and told the sum of the matter. (Daniel 7:1) 
 

• This puts Daniel’s dream/vision in historical context. 

• You might remember Belshazzar from Daniel Chapter 5. 

• He was the last King of the Babylonian Empire. 

• The writing on the wall declared him to be weighed in the balances and found wanting. 

• So, this dream takes place sometime between Daniel Chapter 4 and 5 when the Babylonians 

ruled the world. 

 

• Verse 2  

 

Daniel declared, “I saw in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of heaven were 
stirring up the great sea. (Daniel 7:2) 
 

• So, in Daniels vision by night he first sees the four winds of heaven stirring up the great sea.  

• Four winds probably means that they’re coming from all four directions,  

• North, South, East and West. 

• And the fact that these winds are from heaven gives us our first hint that God is in control of what 
follows. 

• Including the fact that these heavenly winds are stirring up the great sea. 
 

• In the Bible, the sea is sometimes a symbol of humanity. 

• And the fact that it is stirred up could point to humanities rebellion against God. 
 

• So, it seems that what comes next is under God’s control,  

• but it comes out of humanity that is in rebellion against God. 

• And I say all this not because I am sure of everything these symbols mean but because it fits with 

the interpretation that will be given in verse 17.  
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• Verse 3… 
 

And four great beasts came up out of the sea, different from one another. (Daniel 7:3) 
 

• The stirred-up sea produces four different great beasts. 

• Notice that like the four winds there are four beasts, which may mean that like the wind these 

beasts are coming from all four directions of the compass. 

 

• Then in verse 4 we read of the first beast… 

 

The first was like a lion and had eagles' wings. Then as I looked its wings were plucked off, 
and it was lifted up from the ground and made to stand on two feet like a man, and the mind of 
a man was given to it. (Daniel 7:4) 
 

• Weird but not so bad… 

• This first beast is like (best way Daniel can describe it) a lion with eagle’s wings, 

• So, it has the strength and majesty of a lion combined with the speed and power of an eagle. 

  

• But then the beast was transformed: its wings were stripped off,  

• And it was raised to its feet like a man, and it was given a human mind. 

• So that’s the vision of the first beast… 

 

• Then in verse 5 we read… 

 
And behold, another beast, a second one, like a bear. It was raised up on one side. It had three 
ribs in its mouth between its teeth; and it was told, ‘Arise, devour much flesh.’ (Daniel 7:5) 
 

• This second beast seems worse than the first… 

• It’s like a bear (very powerful), but it was raised on one side… 

• Maybe it’s getting ready to attack or maybe it’s just deformed in some way. 

 

• And interestingly it already had three ribs in its mouth, apparently from its previous victims,  

• but it was told (by someone a higher power maybe) to arise and devour even more. 

• So that’s the vision of the second beast… 

 

• Then in verse 6 we read…  

 
After this I looked, and behold, another, like a leopard, with four wings of a bird on its back. 
And the beast had four heads, and dominion was given to it. (Daniel 7:6) 
 

• The third beast was part leopard, part bird, with four heads.  

• Okay this is sounding more and more like a nightmare than a dream… 

• Such a flying leopard would be both ferocious and fast.  

• And it’s four (again) heads could mean that it’s capable of seeing in all four directions at once,  

• Nowhere to run and hide from this beast. 

  

  



7 

• And this beast is given authority to rule. 

• Which again suggest that there is a higher power at work here. 

• Which I believe means that these beasts, like all things are under the authority of God. 

• So even though they can be terrifying, they can only do what God allows. 

  

• So that’s the third beast… 

• Then in verse 7 we read… 

 
After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, terrifying and dreadful and 
exceedingly strong. It had great iron teeth; it devoured and broke in pieces and stamped what 
was left with its feet. It was different from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten 
horns. (Daniel 7:7) 
 

• Frightening though the first three beasts were…  

• The fourth beast could not even be described in terms of earthly animals.  

• It was frightening and dreadful, incredibly strong, with large iron teeth that devoured and crushed, 

and it trampled down whatever it didn’t eat.  

• Its head had ten horns, and since horns are often symbols of strength in the Bible,  

• ten of them symbolizes massively multiplied strength.  

 

• And then in an even more bizarre twist,  

• In verse 8 we read… 

 

I considered the horns, and behold, there came up among them another horn, a little one, 
before which three of the first horns were plucked up by the roots. And behold, in this horn 
were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking great things. (Daniel 7:8) 
 

• So, the vision of these four beasts ends with this little yet powerful horn. 

• And like the first beast this horn has characteristics of a man. 

• This horn had eyes and a mouth that spoke arrogantly. 

• So that’s the fourth beast and the end of the first (earthly) part of the vision Daniel was given… 

 

• Now imagine if you were Daniel, seeing this vision/dream/nightmare from God. 

• A vision filled with terrifying imagery that he then writes down. 

• How would you feel if your dreams were filled with beasts. 

• Worried, afraid, terrified, filled with questions. 

• Daniel was certainly affected… In verse 15 he writes… 

  

“As for me, Daniel, my spirit within me was anxious, and the visions of my head alarmed me. 
(Daniel 7:15) 
 

• This vision caused Daniel to experience anxiety, alarm, probably fear. 

• These four beasts do not represent anything to rejoice in, nothing positive. 

• They come out of a stirred-up sea of possible rebellion against God. 

• And they devour and crush and strike terror in the hearts of men. 
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• And quite naturally, Daniel wants to know what this means. 

• And so do we…  

• The imagery has given us some clues. 

• But now we turn to… 

 

2. The Definition of the Four Beasts 

 

• Beginning in verse 16, Daniel writes… 

 

I approached one of those who stood there (probably an angel) and asked him the truth 
concerning all this. So he told me and made known to me the interpretation of the things. 
‘These four great beasts are four kings who shall arise out of the earth. (Daniel 7:16-17) 
 

• Okay, now we’re getting somewhere. 

• The Four Beasts are Four Kings or Kingdoms. 

• What else? 

 

• Well, we’ll get a little more information about the 4th Beast/King but for the first three go this is it. 

• These Beasts that come out of the stirred-up sea  

• Are Kings that arise out of the earth. 

 

• And that is all the angel tells Daniel, and therefore that’s ultimately all we need to know. 

• The temptation, however, is to try to identify exactly which four earthly kings or kingdoms 

match up with the beasts. 

• And that’s not without merit, but I don’t think it’s necessary to understand the point of this 

chapter. 

 

• However, I will mention that many interpreters believe these four beasts correspond to the four 

kings/kingdoms of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of a Statue in Chapter 2. 

• In his dream the first kingdom, the head of gold, was explicitly identified as Nebuchadnezzar.  

• And because of that, it’s generally agreed upon that the next three kingdoms are Medo-Persia, 

Greece, and Rome, which historically followed the Babylonian Kingdom. 

  

• And since the first beast of Chapter 7, the winged lion that became a man, could represent 

Nebuchadnezzar who in Chapter 4, was transformed from acting like a beast to regaining his 

senses and becoming a man gain. 

• Then it could mean that the next three beasts represent Medo-Persia, Greece and Rome.  

 

• These interpreters go on to say that the second beast (the Bear) is thought to be the Medo-

Persian Empire partially because it was raised up on one side, signifying that one part of the 

empire (Persia) was more Powerful than the other Part (Medes). 

• And the third beast (the winged leopard) is thought to be the Greek empire because it was fast 

and ferocious way that Alexander the Great conquered the known world. 
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• And what about the fourth beast or King? 

• Well, if we jump down to verse 19… we see that Daniel wants more info on this beast. 

 

Then I desired to know the truth about the fourth beast, which was different from all the rest, 

exceedingly terrifying, with its teeth of iron and claws of bronze, and which devoured and 

broke in pieces and stamped what was left with its feet, and about the ten horns that were on 

its head, and the other horn that came up and before which three of them fell, the horn that 

had eyes and a mouth that spoke great things, and that seemed greater than its companions. 

As I looked, this horn made war with the saints and prevailed over them… (Daniel 7:19-21) 

 

• So, Daniel basically repeats his vision of the fourth beast, 

• Adding that the little horn made war with and prevailed over the saints. 

• So, whoever this is he is engaged in the persecution of the saints, or the holy ones. 

 

• This is what Daniel has seen and he wants to know what it means. 

• And the angel responds beginning in verse 23… 

 

Thus he said: “As for the fourth beast, there shall be a fourth kingdom on earth, which shall 

be different from all the kingdoms, and it shall devour the whole earth, and trample it down, 

and break it to pieces. (Daniel 7:23) 

 

• So, this fourth kingdom is somehow different from the other kingdoms. 

• It’s certainly the strongest, most powerful, and it seems to be the evilest. 

• It will devour, trample, and break into pieces, the whole earth?  

• Now the whole earth could mean the whole earth, or it could mean the whole known earth.  

• Or known world. 

 

• So, it could be the Romans who historically not only persecuted the saints but did a lot of 

devouring, trampling, and breaking the known world into pieces. 

• But it could also be some future kingdom that does the same to the literal whole world? 

• Or it could be neither or it could represent both. 

• Verse 24… 

 

As for the ten horns, out of this kingdom ten kings shall arise,  

 

• So, the Beast is a King but out of his kingdom will come 10 kings. 

• Is this 10 literal Kings or does 10 represent completeness therefore many Kingdoms. 

 

and another shall arise after them; he shall be different from the former ones, and shall put 

down three kings. He shall speak words against the Most High, and shall wear out the saints 

of the Most High, and shall think to change the times and the law; and they shall be given into 

his hand for a time, times, and half a time. (Daniel 7:24-25) 

 

• This refers to the final little horn of Daniel’s vision. 

• He will be different in some way. 

• He will somehow put down three kings. 



10 

• He will be Anti-God and Anti-Saint of God. 

• And he will at least try to somehow change the times and the law. 

• What time, what law we are not told. 

 

• And finally, it seems that they (the saints) will be given (it seems by God) into his hands (certainly 

for persecution) for time, times and a half a time. 

• I’ve heard this interpreted as 3.5 years, time (one year) times 2 years and ½ time half a year. 

• I + 2 + ½ = 3 ½ (Maybe but the angel doesn’t specify what a time is). 

 

• In fact, he doesn’t specify much. 

• What we do learn is vague enough to describe several historical tyrants,  

• including Antiochus Epiphanes, the Seleucid (Greek) king who brutally oppressed the Jews in 

the mid-second century B.C. 

• Yet at the same time, these images are nonspecific enough to leave the identity of this little horn 

ultimately uncertain. 

 

• Is it a past king or could it be the future antichrist spoken of in Revelation. 

• Or could it be representative of both? 

• And why am I asking more questions that giving answers? 

 

• Because I believe, that while these Beasts could be the same four Kingdoms that we find in 

Chapter 2,  

• And that the final Beast could ultimately represent the Anti-Christ. 

• For some (good reason) we’re not told who any of these kings are. 

 

• And that is certainly possible, because in Chapter 2, and what we will find in Chapter 8,  

• We are given the identity of the kings and kingdoms. 

• But not so in Chapter 7.  

 

• This suggests that knowing exactly who these kings are is not the point of the vision. 

• In fact, I’d say that definitively assigning specific kings or kingdoms to the beasts probably takes 

away from the purpose of the vision. 

  

• Because if these are 4 specific past kingdoms, or even some future kingdom,  

• what does that mean for those (like us) who live after these Kingdoms have fallen. 

• Or before the final kingdom? 

 

• Does it say anything about the current Kingdoms of our world? 

• Does it say anything to us now, living as elect exiles under the kings of our world? 

• Maybe but maybe not! 
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• So, that leads me to believe that although it’s possible that these beasts refer to specific past 

kingdoms. 

• Or even to a future final earthly kingdom. 

• They also in some ways represent all world empires to one degree or another.  

• Coming out the sea (of humanity) which is stirred up by the four winds of heaven. 

• These four beasts could represent kingdoms coming from all directions throughout the whole 

world.  

 

• And with that, the message of Daniel 7 is that life in this world (past present and future) ruled by 

beastly kingdoms, will be filled with turmoil and difficulty until the end of this age. 

• Until God sets all things as they should be. 

  

• I find it interesting that the “superpowers” of our own time often represent themselves by 

predatory animals, such as the Russian bear, the Chinese dragon, and the American eagle.  

• The beasts of the present world order may change their shape as the centuries pass,  

• but their turmoil, violence and lust for power continues.  

 

• Babylonian Nebuchadnezzar turns into Medo-Persian Darius,  

• who becomes a Greek Alexander the Great and Antiochus Epiphanes. 

• These fierce rulers are in turn followed by a Roman Nero and a Domitian.  

• Their fires of persecution continued to be stoked centuries later by the Inquisition.  

• And in the last century, we have seen further manifestations of the beast in the persons of Hitler, 

Stalin, Mao, Pol Pot, Kim Jung Il and others.  

 

• The terrifying beasts of this age were present at the gas chambers of Nazi Germany. 

• and on the killing fields of Cambodia and Rwanda,  

• and they are still tormenting the saints in Nigeria and China, and in other parts of our modern 

world. 

 

• And in Revelation 13, we see another beast rising from the sea representing the persecuting 

power of the antichrist, 

• John writes… 

 

And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with ten diadems on 
its horns and blasphemous names on its heads. And the beast that I saw was like a leopard; 
its feet were like a bear's, and its mouth was like a lion's mouth… (Revelation 13:1-2) 
  

• This beast combines aspects of each of Daniel’s creatures into one,  

• a multi-headed 10 horned - lion-bear-leopard.  

 

• So, I want us to see that no matter where or at what time in history we live.  

• There will be frightening beasts/kings and Kingdoms that pit themselves against the Lord and his 

anointed.  
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• And this continual presence of the beasts in our world ought not to surprise us, 

• Especially given who Jesus in John 12 calls… the ruler of this world, 

• That is the Great Dragon, Satan himself.  

• And Paul reminds us in Ephesians 6,  

 

For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in 
the heavenly places. (Ephesians 6:12) 
 

• And so, the vision declares that our world is being run by a succession of fearsome beasts that 

seem to go from bad to worse, each one more frightening than the one before. 

• There may be times when kings/rulers/governments seem less beastly. 

• That has been the case, in recent history, for the western world. 

  

• But ultimately any nation, any ruler and government (including the United States of America) that 

pits itself against God and his anointed will become more and more beastly. 

• And as we will see will ultimately be destroyed! 

  

• And you say, thanks for that Pastor, where is the encouragement, comfort, and hope. 

• Well, most of that is coming next week, so be here. 

• But I do want to end on a positive. 

 

• It’s important for us to notice that the focus of the chapter is not on the beasts themselves.  

• After all, the purpose of the passage is not to give us nightmares but to calm our nightmares.  

• Next week we will look closely at the Heavenly part of Daniel’s vision. 

• We will see the Ancient of Days and the Son of Man, who are much easier to identify!! 

 

• But as we conclude I want to briefly touch on what happens when the Heavenly touches the 

Earthly. 

• When these beasts will be judged by the God of Heaven  

• So, lets end with… 

 

3. The Demise of the Four Beasts 

 

• Throughout this passage we are assured both that the Beasts will fall… 

• And that, by God’s power, the saints will achieve eternal victory. 

• In verse 11 after describing the Ancient of Days (a Vision of God) Daniel writes… 

 

I looked then because of the sound of the great words that the horn was speaking. And as I 
looked, the beast was killed, (Presumably by the Ancient of Days) and its body destroyed and 
given over to be burned with fire. As for the rest of the beasts, their dominion was taken away, 
but their lives were prolonged for a season and a time. (Daniel 7:11-12) 
 

• So, the fourth beast receives the judgment of death from God 

• And the authority is taken away from the other three. 
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• Then in verse 18 after the beasts have been identified as kings, Daniel writes… 

 

But the saints of the Most High shall receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom forever, 
forever and ever.’ (Daniel 7:18) 
 

• The rule of these Beastly Kings is temporary  

• but the saints of God, the people of God, elect exiles like Daniel and you and me will receive from 

God an eternal kingdom. 

• Then in verse 21-22 we read…  
 
As I looked, this horn made war with the saints and prevailed over them,  
 

• There is a time when the Beasts will prevail over the saints of God. 

• The horn the beast, the kings of this world will oppress and persecute and kill the people of God. 
 
until the Ancient of Days came, and judgment was given for the saints of the Most High, and 
the time came when the saints possessed the kingdom. (Daniel 7:22) 

 

• The angel is not fixated on the identity of the beasts.  

• rather, the central point is the certainty of the final victory of God and the inheritance of his 

eternal Kingdom by the saints,  

 

• Then finally in verses 26-27 speaking of the that final blasphemous, persecuting, king 

represented by the little horn, we read… 

 

But the court shall sit in judgment, and his dominion shall be taken away, to be consumed and 

destroyed to the end. And the kingdom and the dominion and the greatness of the kingdoms 

under the whole heaven shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High; his 

kingdom shall be an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him.’ 

(Daniel 7:26-27) 

 

• Yes, the horn/king will assault God’s people and it will be a trying time for the saints,  

• but look beyond the horn.  

 

• The point of this vision is that the time when the beasts will oppress the saints is limited by God.  

• Beyond it lies the scene of the heavenly court, where the beasts will finally be destroyed.  

 

• Then the power, and greatness will be handed over to the saints, to the people of the Most High.  

• And his kingdom will never end. 
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• So, application,  

• Fear NOT! 

• No matter how beastly this world is,  

• no matter how the saints are persecuted ridiculed put down for being followers of Jesus Christ. 

 

• Know this, be encouraged by this, the ultimate victory, our ultimate victory in Christ is assured. 

• Therefore, in all circumstances, knowing the victory and kingdom will be ours we (like 

Daniel) are to remain faithful to God in all things. 

 

• I’m not sure David Crowder was thinking of Daniel when he wrote the song “Come as you are…” 

• But I think it is appropriate to conclude with these words of encouragement from His song… 

 

Come out of sadness 

From wherever you've been 

Come broken hearted 

Let rescue begin 

Come find your mercy 

Oh sinner come kneel 

Earth has no sorrow (no beast) 

That heaven can't heal 

Earth has no sorrow 

That heaven can't heal 

 

• AMEN! 

• Prayer… 

 

Join us next week as we turn our focus to the God who wins the victory over every beast! 


