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Daniel 5:1-31 

(Week 06) 

06/26/2022 

Weighed and Wanting 

 

This is my message written out prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format 

and any grammatical mistakes. This is meant to be spoken. 

 

S1 - Introduction and Review 

 

• If you have your Bible (and you should) turn with me to Daniel Chapter 5. 

• In the first four chapters of Daniel, there was one consistent character: King 

Nebuchadnezzar. 

 

• These four chapters tell us what God did for Him. 

• How God mercifully dealt with his Great Pride. 

• Taking him from the King who defeated Judah,  

• Who removed the holy vessels from “the house of God” and put them in “the house of his Gods.” 

• And who took captive and sought to assimilate a number of bright young Jews. 

 

• God took him from that arrogant, profane, pagan King. 

• To the Man who at the end of Chapter 4 says…. 

 

S2 - Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor the King of heaven, for all his works 
are right and his ways are just; and those who walk in pride he is able to humble. (Daniel 4:37) 
 

• So, at the end of Chapter 4 Nebuchadnezzar has been transformed by the grace and mercy of 

God and his story is finished. 

• Then in Chapter 5 – we learn that Babylon has a new King: Belshazzar. 

 

• And what I I’m going to do is break the sermon into two main parts. 

• First, we’ll walk through Daniel chapter 5 seeking to understand Belteshazzar’s brief 

encounter with God. 

• Then second, we’ll focus on what we (today) can learn from this ancient Biblical story.  

• So, let’s begin by… 

 

S3 - Understanding the Story 

• In verses 1-4 of Daniel 5 we read… 

 

S4 - King Belshazzar made a great feast for a thousand of his lords and drank wine in front of 
the thousand. Belshazzar, when he tasted the wine, commanded that the vessels of gold and 
of silver that Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken out of the temple in Jerusalem be brought, 
that the king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines might drink from them. Then they 
brought in the golden vessels that had been taken out of the temple, the house of God in 
Jerusalem, and the king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines drank from them. They 
drank wine and praised the gods of gold and silver, bronze, iron, wood, and stone. (Daniel 5:1-
4) 
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• Outwardly, this must have been a glorious event. 

• Greek historians like Herodotus record that these types of lavish feasts were common among 

the Babylonians.  

 

• But notice that Daniel focuses on Belshazzar command… 

• He - commanded The vessels of gold and silver that Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken 

out of the temple in Jerusalem be brought,. 

 

• Now we should note that Nebuchadnezzar was not Belshazzar’s literal father.  

• Belshazzar was the son of Nabonidus. 

• The word “father” in Aramaic, like Hebrew, and sometimes English, can mean “ancestor” or 

“predecessor” 

 

• So, Belshazzar commands that vessels that were taken by Nebuchadnezzar (his predecessor) 

be brought forth and used to praise His Gods. 

 

• He is probably trying to associate himself with Babylon’s Greatest King: Nebuchadnezzar. 

• But history tells us that Belshazzar was nothing like Nebuchadnezzar. 

• While Nebuchadnezzar, destroyed cities and carried off plunder, made mighty statues, and built 

the wonders of royal Babylon,  

• Belshazzar had no real accomplishments. 

• Nebuchadnezzar built an empire, while Belshazzar presided over its downfall.  

 

• But most importantly, unlike Nebuchadnezzar, who had learned humility before the Most High 

God.  

• Belshazzar had no such humility. 

• He reveled in profaning the sacred and precious vessels from the Lord’s house by using them for 

a feast at which he praised his own gods 

• gods made out of gold, silver, bronze, iron, wood, and stone. 

 

• And this was a definite mistake on his part… 

• While he was praising his man-made gods…beginning in verse 5 we read… 

 

S5 - Immediately the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on the plaster of the wall of 
the king's palace, opposite the lampstand. And the king saw the hand as it wrote. Then the 
king's color changed, and his thoughts alarmed him; his limbs gave way, and his knees 
knocked together. The king called loudly to bring in the enchanters, the Chaldeans, and the 
astrologers. The king declared to the wise men of Babylon, “Whoever reads this writing, and 
shows me its interpretation, shall be clothed with purple and have a chain of gold around his 
neck and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom.” Then all the king's wise men came in, but 
they could not read the writing or make known to the king the interpretation. Then King 
Belshazzar was greatly alarmed, and his color changed, and his lords were perplexed. (Daniel 
5:5-9) 
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• Belshazzar’s response to this handwriting on the wall highlights the difference between him and 

Nebuchadnezzar.  

• When Nebuchadnezzar had dreams, they “troubled” and “frightened” him;  

 

• Belshazzar, however, was undone by this experience.  

• In fact, the Aramaic literally says that the  

 

S6 - “knots of his joints were loosened”;  

 

• This could mean as the ESV translates… his knees knocked together 

• but it’s also possible even likely that it means he lost control of his bodily functions,  

• and a wet patch appeared under his chair.  

 

• And his fear increases, and he becomes even paler when what has become a theme in the book 

of Daniel, his wise men couldn’t interpret the dream,  

• I’m not sure what these guys could actually did? 

 

• And so, this leaves Belshazzar perplexed, indecisive, at a loss to know how to proceed. 

• And beginning in verse 10 we read… 

 

S7 - The queen, because of the words of the king and his lords, came into the banqueting hall, 

and the queen declared, “O king, live forever! Let not your thoughts alarm you or your color 

change. There is a man in your kingdom in whom is the spirit of the holy gods. In the days of 

your father, light and understanding and wisdom like the wisdom of the gods were found in 

him, and King Nebuchadnezzar, your father—your father the king—made him chief of the 

magicians, enchanters, Chaldeans, and astrologers, because an excellent spirit, knowledge, 

and understanding to interpret dreams, explain riddles, and solve problems were found in this 

Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar. Now let Daniel be called, and he will show the 

interpretation.” (Daniel 5:10-12) 

 

• The queen was probably not his wife but the queen Mother, probably his mother. 

• So, his mommy comes to his rescue, reminding him of Daniels existence,  

• Telling him that Daniel’s ability to interpret dreams and deal with difficulty had been repeatedly 

demonstrated during the time of his illustrious predecessor, Nebuchadnezzar. 

 

• And at this point Belshazzar, makes his only wise decision in this passage,  

• He follows the queen’s advice and beginning in verse 13 we read… 

 

S8 - Then Daniel was brought in before the king. The king answered and said to Daniel, “You 

are that Daniel, one of the exiles of Judah, whom the king my father brought from Judah. I 

have heard of you that the spirit of the gods is in you, and that light and understanding and 

excellent wisdom are found in you. Now the wise men, the enchanters, have been brought in 

before me to read this writing and make known to me its interpretation, but they could not 

show the interpretation of the matter. But I have heard that you can give interpretations and 

solve problems… (Daniel 5:13-16) 
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• Notice that Belshazzar addressed Daniel not as the one Nebuchadnezzar made chief of his wise 

men,  

• but as one of the exiles of Judah, whom the king my father brought from Judah 

• He wanted to put Daniel firmly in his place at the outset.  

 

• Also he shows his skepticism over the claims of Daniel’s ability to interpret dreams by prefacing 

them with “I have heard ... ”.  

• Verse 16 continues… 

 

S9 - …Now if you can read the writing and make known to me its interpretation, you shall be 

clothed with purple and have a chain of gold around your neck and shall be the third ruler in 

the kingdom.” Then Daniel answered and said before the king, “Let your gifts be for yourself, 

and give your rewards to another. Nevertheless, I will read the writing to the king and make 

known to him the interpretation. (Daniel 5:16-17) 

 

• Belshazzar’s skepticism continues… If you can read the writing, you will be rewarded. 

• And in return, Daniel’s doesn’t seem to have much respect for this King. 

• He tells him outright; I don’t need anything from the likes of you! 

• I will interpret the writing, but you can keep your reward.   

 

• And before Daniel gives the interpretation,  

• he first gives Belshazzar a needed history lesson. 

• Beginning in verse 18 he says… 

 

S10 - O king, the Most High God gave Nebuchadnezzar your father kingship and greatness 
and glory and majesty. And because of the greatness that he gave him, all peoples, nations, 
and languages trembled and feared before him. Whom he would, he killed, and whom he 
would, he kept alive; whom he would, he raised up, and whom he would, he humbled. (Daniel 
5:18-19) 
 

• You need to understand that Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom, greatness, glory, majesty and power 

over the life and death of the nations, were given to him by the most High God. 

• And by implication, it seems Daniel was saying that the Lord had not given these things to 

Belshazzar.  

• verse 20… 

 

S11 - But when his heart was lifted up and his spirit was hardened so that he dealt proudly, he 
was brought down from his kingly throne, and his glory was taken from him. He was driven 
from among the children of mankind, and his mind was made like that of a beast, and his 
dwelling was with the wild donkeys. He was fed grass like an ox, and his body was wet with 
the dew of heaven, until he knew that the Most High God rules the kingdom of mankind and 
sets over it whom he will. (Daniel 5:20-21) 
 

• The point of Daniel’s history lesson is clear:  

• Even though Nebuchadnezzar had received his greatness from the Lord,  

• the Lord had humbled him and brought him down from his lofty perch: 
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• Therefore, Belshazzar, who certainly fell far short of Nebuchadnezzar’s achievements,  

• should have learned from this experience and humbled himself as well.  

• However, Daniel continues in verse 22… 

 

S12 - And you his son, Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, though you knew all this, but 
you have lifted up yourself against the Lord of heaven. And the vessels of his house have 
been brought in before you, and you and your lords, your wives, and your concubines have 
drunk wine from them. And you have praised the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, 
wood, and stone, which do not see or hear or know, but the God in whose hand is your breath, 
and whose are all your ways, you have not honored. “Then from his presence the hand was 
sent, and this writing was inscribed. (Daniel 5:22-24) 
 

• Instead of learning from Nebuchadnezzar and humbling himself before the Lord,  

• Belshazzar had exalted himself against the Lord,  

• sacrilegiously profaning the temple vessels from Jerusalem by using them in an idolatrous act of 

worship.  

 

• He had praised his powerless idols, while neglecting the one true God whose hand is your 

breath, who gives you the air you breath. 

• Therefore because of your arrogance and dishonoring of God, he has sent the hand that his 

written on the wall. 

• Daniel then read and interpreted the oracle:  

 

S13 - And this is the writing that was inscribed: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, and PARSIN. This is the 
interpretation of the matter: MENE, God has numbered the days of your kingdom and brought 
it to an end; TEKEL, you have been weighed in the balances and found wanting; PERES, your 
kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians.” (Daniel 5:25-28) 
 

• Literally, the phrase “Mene, mene, tekel, parsin”  

• In Aramaic (the language of Babylon) is a sequence of weights, decreasing from a mina 

(“mene”),  

• to a shekel (“tekel”: 1/60th of a mina),  

• to a half shekel (“peres”).  

 

• The meaning, Daniel explains is this… 

• The Lord had numbered the days of Belshazzar’s kingdom and brought it to an end because King 

Belshazzar has been weighed in the balance and found wanting. 

• God put him on his scales of judgment and Belshazzar didn’t measure up, he was a lightweight.  

  

• As a result, his former kingdom would be divided and given to the Medes and the Persians. 

• And in verse 29 we read… 

 

S14 - Then Belshazzar gave the command, and Daniel was clothed with purple, a chain of gold 
was put around his neck, and a proclamation was made about him, that he should be the third 
ruler in the kingdom. (Daniel 5:29) 
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• Now to his credit King Belshazzar gave Daniel the promised reward, 

• But being third ruler of the kingdom didn’t last long because in verse 30-31 we read… 

 

S15 - That very night Belshazzar the Chaldean king was killed. And Darius the Mede received 
the kingdom, being about sixty-two years old. (Daniel 5:30-31) 
 

• With Belshazzar’s death, the Babylonian empire was brought to an end,  

• The head of gold, from Nebuchadnezzar’s dream in Chapter 2, was cut off.  

• And replaced by the chest and arms of silver. 

• The Medes and the Persians. 

 

• Daniel’s interpretation of the handwriting on the wall was immediately fulfilled.  

• The once mighty kingdom and their king had been weighed and found wanting. 

• Therefore, God had numbered their days and brought them to an end, dividing the kingdom 

between the Medes and Persians. 

 

• In this instance, God’s judgment came with little warning. 

• It was swift and final.  

• And that brings us to the end of the story found in Daniel Chapter 5. 

 

• But it is more than a story, it’s the word of God, therefore, this story like all scripture is relevant to 

our lives. 

• And so, we can now turn to the second part of this message…  

 

S16 – Lessons from Scripture 

 

• So, what lessons does this ancient bible story have for us, who live in a very different time and 

place in history? 

• Well, I’d like to offer 4 lessons from Daniel chapter 5,  

• There are certainly more, but these are the 4 I want to call us to apply. 

• First Lesson… 

 

1. S17 - The things of this world are weighed and wanting 

 

• The story of Belshazzar’s Feast teaches us not to be impressed by or pursue the things of this 

world…  

• Earthly power, wealth, fame.  

• These are the things that Belshazzar had in abundance. 

• But God weighed him in the balance and found him wanting;  

• His power, his wealth and his fame did not tip the balance of the scale in his favor. 

 

• So we learn that God is not impressed with our worldly achievements, accolades or wealth. 

• He will, in the end, bring them all to an end, they will not last.   

• Or as Solomon wrote and Belshazzar demonstrated… 

 

S18 - Whoever trusts in his riches will fall... (Proverbs 11:28) 
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• And as David wrote and again Belshazzar demonstrated… 

 

S19 - For the arms (power) of the wicked shall be broken… (Psalms 37:17) 
 

• Yet in our culture we often idolize those who have the things of this world. 

• Those who are wealthy, powerful, knowledgeable, educated, or famous. 

• And by knowledgeable and educated I mean they have worldly knowledge but little wisdom. 

• They have been educated in the ways of the world. 

 

• And it doesn’t seem to matter how they achieved these things. 

• Whether they are like Nebuchadnezzar who at least worked for his Kingdom. 

• Or like Belshazzar who just inherited what someone else had achieved. 

• We are too easily impressed by all that glitters, whether it is truly gold or not.  

 

• This is so clear when you look at all those who have 1,000s if not millions of followers on social 

media.  

• There may be some who have genuine achievements,  

• yet the vast majority have done little of any substance 

• They have nothing to boast about.  

• And yet we listen to them, even when what they say contradicts the Word of God. 

 

• Our culture idolizes those who are physically attractive, those who have great wealth, power or 

knowledge,  

• and even those who are famous simply for being famous.  

 

• Belshazzar’s feast is set before us every day, and many around us are hoping for an invitation to 

the party. 

• Because they value the things of this world over the things of God. 

 

• And unfortunately, we Christians can fall into this same trap. 

• We can pursue the things of this world: wealth, power, fame, knowledge when we should instead 

be purposing the things of God. 

• Or to quote the title of A.W. Tozers great book “The knowledge of the holy” 

 

• We need to heed the warning found in Belshazzar’s story. 

• He had the things of this world, and yet he came to a tragic end. 

• And we need to follow the teaching of God’s word, which is very clear about the things of this 

world. 

• In the sermon on the mount, Jesus said… 

 

S20 - Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 
thieves break in and steal, (Matthew 6:19) 
 

• Seeking after and storing up earthly treasures (the things of this world) if foolishness, for they will 

not last…  
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• And later Jesus also said… 

 

S21 - For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? (Matthew 
16:26) 
 

• There is no lasting profit in the things of the world and to purse them puts your eternal soul at risk. 

• And the Apostle John writes… 

 
S22 - Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the 
eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world. And the world is passing 
away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever. (1 John 2:15-17) 
 

• Don’t be stupid, the things of the world are passing away, but the things of God will last forever. 

• Which should you purse? 

• And the Apostle Paul chimes in… 

 

S23 - Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. (Colossians 
3:2) 
 

• To avoid the pursuit of worldly things, set your minds (think about, dwell on, meditate on) the 

things that are above,  

• The things of God, who he is what he has done. 

• Set your minds (not on the things of this world) but on the word of God that reveals the things 

above. 

 

• Okay, so the first lesson that Belshazzar’s story teaches us is the things of this World are 

weighed and found wanting 

 

• And the second lesson is similar… 

 

2. S24 - The gods of this world are weighed and wanting 

 

• It wasn’t just Belshazzar who was weighed in the balance and found wanting;  

• his gods too failed the test.  

• Belshazzar praised his gods of wood and stone and gold and silver,  

• ascribing to them glory and honor, yet they couldn’t keep him safe from the Medes and the 

Persians.  

 

• It may have seemed to the Babylonians that when they defeated Judah, destroyed their temple, 

and took the holy vessels, that they had triumphed over Israel’s God as well.  

• However, the book of Daniel makes it clear that Israel’s God (the Most High God) could effectively 

defend the honor of his sacred vessels and the lives of his faithful servants, while Babylon’s 

gods were impotent. 

• Compared to the living God they too were light weights.  
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• The Lord was able to save Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego from the fiery furnace,  

• And in chapter 6 we will see him save Daniel from the Lion’s Den. 

 

• But the Babylonian Gods like Bel, Marduk and the gods of silver, bronze, iron, wood and 

stone, had no power to save Belshazzar from the judgment of God. 

 

• In fact, even the power Nebuchadnezzar possessed was granted to him by the Lord, the Most 

High God, and not by his gods.  

• Remember in Daniel 5:18 we read.. 

 

S25 - O king, the Most High God gave Nebuchadnezzar your father kingship and greatness 
and glory and majesty. (Daniel 5:18) 
 

• And Nebuchadnezzar came to understand this and bow his knee before The Most High God.  

• In contrast, Belshazzar didn’t live long enough to find it out.  

• He was humbled and crushed rather than being humbled and restored. 

• Learning only, upon his death, that His gods were powerless to protect him. 

 

• So, have you learned that the gods of this world are found wanting? 

• That they are in fact worthless. 

• The prophet Isaiah makes this clear… 

 

S26 - Who fashions a god or casts an idol that is profitable for nothing? (Isaiah 44:10) 
 

• Man-made gods are of no value! 

• And in the next chapter of Isaiah, we read… 

 

S27 - I am the LORD, and there is no other, besides me there is no God… (Isaiah 45:5) 
 

• Throughout human history we have chosen, instead of following the one true God of heaven and 

earth, to make our own gods to our own liking. 

 

• Gods (in general) are the things we bow before, what we revere, the things we worship, the things 

we follow after. 

• Whether they are the false gods of ancient cultures or other religions, 

• Or the false gods of our current secular culture. 

• The god of science, or the god of government, the god of riches, or most insidious of all the 

god of self.  

 

• No matter they are all worthless. 

• And by that, I mean they are worthless as gods. 

• There may be some value in science or government or riches. 

• But trusting in them, bowing before them, instead of bowing before God, will lead to your 

destruction. 
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• And along the way they will never deliver what they promise. 

• They will never bring you true satisfaction or meaning in life. 

• And that includes the “god’s” of freedom and democracy. 

  

• Sometimes we conservative Christians hold these political values up as if they had the power 

within themselves to transform our world. 

• Now don’t get me wrong, I am all for freedom and democracy…  

• But as gods they too are light weights. 

 

• And in the final analysis, they are no more substantial than Belshazzar’s idols of gold and silver 

and bronze and stone.  

• They can be great blessings when they come to us from the hand of the Most High Creator God. 

 

• But if we make these created things (these concepts) into our gods and forget our Creator,  

• then we are just as foolish and blind as Belshazzar was,  

• and we stand under the same judgment that he did. 

 

• The Lord is the one we should trust in and bow before.  

• He holds your life in his hand, like Belshazzar he gives you breath and he can take it away.  

• He could bring you down to poverty in an instant, through sickness or accident,  

• or he could take your life in an instant.  

 

• The same is true of our political institutions our nation (which some worship):  

• the Lord is the one who invested our country with its present strength and influence,  

• and the Lord could humble us and bring us down in a moment if he chose to do so.  

 

• His faithful servants are the only ones who will truly endure,  

• and his kingdom is the only one that will never come to an end. 

 

• So, no matter who your gods might be,  

• Whether they be the gods of other religions, 

• Or the gods of our current secular culture, wealth, power, fame, education, science, government, 

freedom, democracy, the USA or whatever else. 

• As gods they will always fail you, they have been weighed in the balance and found wanting. 

 

• It’s only the God of the Bible, the Most High God, the Creator of Heaven and Earth, the Savior of 

your Soul, 

• It is only He that deserves your worship, praise honor and Glory. 

• Why?  Well, that brings us to our third lesson… 

 

3. S28 - Jesus Christ is weighed and not wanting  

 

• Compared to Belshazzar, Jesus had none of the outward things of this world.  

• He entered our world as a humble baby born to a peasant family, not as a mighty emperor.  

• He never had the resources to throw a great feast,  
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• Of himself, Jesus said… 

 

S29 - Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay 
his head. (Matthew 8:20) 
 

• He also had relatively few followers…  

• Belshazzar had a 1,000 lords at his feast, and 1,000s upon 1,000s more in his Kingdom. 

• Jesus had about 120 followers when he died. 

• Because, as Isaiah (speaking of the messiah) tells us…  

 

S30 - …he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty that we should 
desire him. (Isaiah 53:2) 
 

• Belshazzar had all the trappings of earthly Kingship, wealth and power… 

• Jesus had none… 

• This clearly testifies to the fact of what Jesus said in John 18:36… 

 

S31 - My kingdom is not of this world… (John 18:36) 
 

• Jesus, in many ways was the exact opposite of Belshazzar. 

• Which is certainly a good thing. 

• Remember the handwriting on the wall said that  

• Belshazzar and his Kingdom would be brought to an end. 

• That Belshazzar had been weighed in the balances and found wanting. 

 

• But the writings of Scripture tell us, not so with Jesus Christ and his Kingdom. 

• In Chapter 7 of Daniel, Daniel has a vision of the Son of Man the Ancient of Days (Jesus 

Christ) 

• And he writes… 

 

S32 - And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and 
languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass 
away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed. (Daniel 7:14) 
 

• Jesus Christ and his Kingdom are eternal, they will never be destroyed. 

• Because, as the author of Hebrews says about Jesus… 

 

S33 - And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him,  
(Hebrews 5:9) 
 

• This doesn’t mean that Jesus wasn’t perfect and then was made perfect. 

• Jesus (God the Son) has been perfect from eternity past. 

• This means that as a man (the Son of Man) he proved his perfection by living a sinless life,  

• and therefore, could as the perfect God-Man die for our sins and become the source of eternal 

salvation to all who trust in him. 
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• Like Belshazzar, Jesus’ life was weighed in God’s balance,  

• But unlike Belshazzar, it was found to be not wanting, perfect and complete,  

• able to satisfy fully the demands of God’s holiness,  

• not just for himself but for all those who come to God through him.  

 

S34 - Let me illustrate it this way, Here I have a scale. 

An instrument for weighing things in the balances. 

 

• Picture on one side the righteous requirements of God’s Law which is a very heavy thing. 

• Not just the 10 commandments (which would be enough) but 613 laws that God have his people. 

 

• Now first, picture Belshazzar with all his things and gods of the world stepping onto the scale. 

• It wouldn’t budge, everything he was and everything he had and everything he did couldn’t effect 

the scale in any way. 

• He was weight in the balance and found wanting. 

 

• Then picture Jesus Christ, the holy, righteous, perfect, sinless son of the living God stepping onto 

the scale. 

• And with great ease it balances because in every way Jesus Christ fulfilled the righteousness of 

God’s Law. 

• As he said in Matthew 5:17… 

 

S35 - Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 
abolish them but to fulfill them. (Matthew 5:17) 
 

• So, Jesus was weighed in the balances and found not wanting, perfect, complete, righteous, 

sinless, holy in every way. 

• And that is crucial for us to understand… 

• Because of our fourth and final lesson… 

 

4. S36 - You are weighed and ??? 

 

• The question marks represent uncertainty, 

• When you are weighed in the balances will you be found wanting or not wanting> 

 

• Picture yourself stepping on the scale,  

• Being weighed in comparison to the righteous requirements of God’s Law. 

• Would the scale balance, would it move at all? 

 

• Well, I hate to burst anyone’s bubble but just like Belshazzar, we with all our things, 

accomplishments, accolades, good deeds have no hope of balancing or even moving the scale. 

• Because first, we step on the scale with our sin,  

• and our sin, even one violation of God’s Holy law is damming. 
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• As James makes clear… 

 

S37 - For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become guilty of all of it. 
(James 2:10) 
 

• But you might say but what about my good deeds, don’t they count for anything, can’t I balance 

out my sin with good works? 

• Well actually no, you cannot, one sin is enough to condemn you before a righteous God. 

• But also, remember what Isaiah said and I think we know deep in our hearts to be true… 

 

S38 - We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a 
polluted garment. (Isaiah 64:6) 
 

• Even our righteousness, tainted or driven by pride and impure motives is a polluted garment a 

filthy rag.  

 

• So, the bad news is, whoever you are, whatever you have or have not done. 

• You have been weighed in the balances and found wanting. 

• And like Belshazzar “God has numbered the days of your personal kingdom and will bring it to 

an end.” 

 

• However, there is good news, there is a way for each of us to be weighed in the balances and 

found not wanting, perfect and complete. 

 

• And that way, is not by trying harder, doing more good works, trying to balance the scale yourself. 

• That is not possible. 

• But there is a way… 

 

• Remember Jesus by living a perfect life and offering himself as the perfect sacrifice for our sins 

has provided a way that God’s righteous requirements can be fully satisfied in you. 

• Paul makes that clear in Romans 3… He writes… 

 

S39 - But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the 
Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus 
Christ for all who believe. (Romans 3:21-22) 
 

• By faith in Jesus Christ alone, trusting not in our ourselves but in Christ’s sacrificial death on the 

cross to pay the penalty for our sins and to provide us with His righteousness. 

• By faith in Christ alone we become righteous before God. 

 

• So, each one of us must decide, will you like Belshazzar, step on God’s scales in our own 

righteousness, which is no righteousness at all. 

• Resulting in God’s judgment… 

• God numbering the days of your life and bringing it to an end because you have been weighed in 

the balances and found wanting. 
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• Or will you put your faith in Christ, stepping on God’s scales in His righteousness, 

• Resulting in God’s judgment… 

• God numbering the days of your life and they are eternal in Christ because by grace through faith 

in Jesus Christ, you have been weighed in the balances and found not wanting perfect and 

complete. 

 

• For those of us who have already put our faith in Christ, give him glory and rejoice that Jesus 

Christ has prepared a place for you in his eternal Kingdom. 

 

• And for those who have yet to trust in Christ,  

• to those who are still trusting in the things of this world,  

• the god’s of this world,  

• their own righteousness. 

 

• I pray that the story and lessons from Belshazzar has penetrated your heart and that today you 

will place your faith in Jesus Christ. 

• That today you will receive his righteousness that you might be weighed in the balances and 

found not wanting in Christ. 

 

Pray… 


