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Daniel 

(Week 01) 

05/15/2022 

God Works in Babylon 

 

This is my message written out prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format 

and any grammatical mistakes. This is meant to be spoken. 

 

S1 - Title Slide 

 

• Today we start a new series through the Old Testament book of Daniel. 

• And I want to begin by sharing three reasons I decided on this book. 

• First, I want to make sure we understand… 

 

S2 - The Importance of the Old Testament 

 

• It’s been a while since we’ve focused on an Old Testament book. 

• In 2016 we summarized the entire Bible in our History of Redemption series. 

• I’ve also preached several sermons from the Psalm. 

• And almost every Sunday I turn to the OT to reinforce the truths we find in the NT. 

  

• But our last venture into a book was in 2014 when I did a series in Ruth. 

• And this might give the impression that I believe, or the church believes that the OT is less 

important than the NEW. 

• But that’s not the case! 

 

• If you were with us in 2016 for our History of Redemption series,  

• You know (I hope) that the Bible is the Story of God’s redemption of fallen sinful humanity. 

 

• And this story Climaxes and becomes very clear in the NT. 

• But the OT has a crucial role to play as well. 

• We know this for several reasons, including what Jesus said in Luke 24:45-47. 

• In one of his post-resurrection appearances to his disciples, we read… 

 

S3 - Then he (jesus) opened their minds to understand the Scriptures,  
 

• Now what Scriptures is Luke referring to? – The Old Testament, no NT yet. 

• And how did Jesus summarize what is found in the OT. 

 
and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise 
from the dead, and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his 
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. (Luke 24:45-47) 
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• So according to Jesus the OT is about Jesus! 

• His suffering, his death and resurrection,  

• and the gospel of repentance and forgiveness going forth to all nation. 

 

• So, as we look at the book of Daniel, we’ll not only see the story of Daniel and others… 

• Real people who lived over 2600 years ago. 

• But we’ll also see God’s Story of Redemption through Jesus Christ. 

 

• So, the first reason I chose Daniel was because I wanted us to see the importance of the OT. 

• Now you might be thinking,  

• But why Daniel?  

• It’s only one of the 39 OT books. 

 

• Well, the next two reasons will answer that question. 

• The second reason I chose Daniel is because it shows us…. 

 

S4 - The Example of Elect Exiles 

 

• Daniel is a perfect follow-up to the New Testament Book, we most recently studied. 

• Which was???  1 Peter. 

 

• Remember Peter was writing to Christians that were scattered throughout Asia Minor. Modern 

day Turkey. 

• And in verse 1 he addresses his readers like this… 

 

S5 - Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of the Dispersion in 
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, (1 Peter 1:1) 
 

• According to Peter Christians are elect exiles. 

• By God’s mercy and through the work His Son Jesus Christ, we are elect chosen by God,  

• As Sean pointed out last week,  

• As children of God, we are destined, to receive a glorious inheritance from our Father in Heaven. 

 

• But for now, we are also exiles. 

• We live in a world that is not our home. 

• We are citizens of heaven, but we remain (for a time) in this world. 

• And as you hopefully remember, Peter’s letter was meant to give encouragement and 

instructions for living faithfully as elect exiles. 

 

• And one of Daniels purposes is to tell the story of Faithful Elect Exiles. 

• As we will read, Daniel and His three exiled friends Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah or 
Shadrach Meshach Abednego were among those taken captive by the Babylonians. 

• They were taken from their home (Jerusalem) to Babylon to serve in the King’s Palace. 
 

S6 – MAP 
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• That’s about 900 miles which is a little more than traveling across the state Texas. 

• So, they were far from home. 

• They were exiles in a foreign land. 
 

• And Daniel records how they lived faithfully before God. 

• So, they provide us with examples for living faithfully as exiles in this world. 
 

• As they stand up for their beliefs in the midst of a pagan society. 

• We’ll find much personal application, as our society becomes increasingly pagan itself. 

• So, seeing the example of exiles living in a pagan society is the second reason I wanted us to 
study the book of Daniel. 
 

• Now the third and most important reason is not so we will understand all of Daniel’s prophecy,  

• It’s not to help us figure out the when’s and what’s of the “end times.”   

• We’ll certainly touch on those things. 
 

• But the main reason I want us to study the book of Daniel, 

• And what I believe is the main reason for this book, including all its prophecy.  

• Is because in its pages, we get a clear vision and understanding of…  
 
S7 - The Sovereignty of God in An Unbelieving World 
 

• As Daniel and his friends live as elect exiles in a fallen sinful world, 

• A world that does not acknowledge, worship, or glorify, the one True God. 

• We’ll see over and over God’s Sovereignty at work. 

• We’ll see that God rules and is in ultimate control over all things. 
 

• And as we look at the prophecy contained in this book,  

• I pray we’ll come away understanding that God’s Sovereignty over this world extends throughout 
all History, extends to this very day. 
 

• Because that my friends is what we need to live based upon today. 

• Our world is continually and increasingly rejecting God, his word and his ways. 

• And the results are devastating. 

• Crime, Wars, Violence, Division in families, Division in Nations. 
 

• Confusion and lies about the most basic truths: 

• Truths about sex and marriage.  

• Truths about what it means to be male or female. 

• Truths about the value of an unborn life. 

• And so much more, that we’re confronted with daily. 

• Isaiah’s warning seems to be meet specifically for our world today, our nation. 
 

S8 - Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for 
darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter! (Isaiah 5:20) 
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• As we live in this world that often calls evil good and good evil.  

• We might think that God is no longer in control. 

• That God is allowing evil to win. 

• But that is not the case! 
 

• And in the Book of Daniel, we not only find young men who could have thought the same things. 

• They’ve been taken from their homes to serve a Pagan King. 

• They could have thought that evil had won, and God had forsaken them. 

• But instead, they rightly trust in Him. 
 

• They trust in a God who in the midst of a Pagan world, is still on the throne, is still acting on behalf 
of his people and others… 

• And that’s the message I want to bring to us as we study the book of Daniel. 

• The Sovereignty of God in an Unbelieving World. 
 

• And that brings us to the message for today… 

• In Daniel Chapter 1 we’re introduced not only to our main human characters. 

• Exiles living in an Unbelieving Babylonian World. 
 

• But more importantly to the God who is working in their midst. 

• Three times, we’ll see the phrase “God or The Lord Gave” 

• This signifies that God is present and sovereignly at work in Babylon.  

• And the first thing we see is that… 
 

1.  S9 - God Works Nationally 

 

• God is at work among the nations. 

• In the OT God’s focus was on the nation Israel, but as we will see that was not his only focus. 

• In verses 1 and 2 of Daniel 1 we read… 

 

S10 - In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of 

Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into 

his hand with some of the vessels of the house of God. And he brought them to the land of 

Shinar, to the house of his god, and placed the vessels in the treasury of his god. (Daniel 1:1-

2) 

 

• These 2 verses give us not only the historical data, but the theological explanation of the 

defeat of the Kingdom of Judah.  

• Historically the Kingdom of Israel, which thrived under King David and His Son Solomon,  

• was (after the death of Solomon) divided into two Kingdoms  

• (Israel in the North and Judah in the South). 

 

• Now the Kingdom of Israel was defeated by the Assyrian empire in 721 BC. 

• But the Kingdom of Judah survived for another 116+ years until 605 BC. 
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• Historically Judah’s defeat took place in several waves. 

• Daniel 1:1 depicts the historical events of 605 BC when Nebuchadnezzar and his Babylonian 

troops conquered and subjugated Jerusalem.  

• This was the first wave of Judah’s defeat,  

• So that’s the History. 

 

• But notice along with the historical data, the author (probably Daniel) wants to make sure we 

see that God was not asleep at the wheel. 

• In fact, he was at the center of Judah’s defeat. 

• Why did Jehoiakim surrender to Babylon and why were the temple vessels taken? 

 

S11 - …the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with some of the vessels of the 
house of God. (Daniel 1:2) 
 

• The Lord gave, this is the first of this chapters three specific interventions by the Lord. 

• Judah’s defeat was not just the product of a superior Babylonian military. 

• No, the Lord gave Jehoiakim up to Nebuchadnezzar.  

• Right at the beginning of Daniel’s book we’re told that Israel’s God is the Lord who directs nations 

as he wills. 

• And in the case of Judah his will was their defeat. 

 

• Why? 

• Well in answering that question we see…  

 

A. S12 - God’s Faithful Sovereignty  

 

• In giving up Judah to Babylon the Lord is simply being faithful to his word spoken in the past. 

• In Leviticus 26, Yahweh had spelled out several general blessings and curses of His covenant 

with Israel.  

• There are blessings for keeping God’s commandments. 

• And curses for breaking them. 

• Including what we find in verse 17, where the Lord says to Israel…. 

 

S13 - And I will bring a sword upon you, that shall execute vengeance for the covenant. And if 

you gather within your cities, I will send pestilence among you, and you shall be delivered into 

the hand of the enemy. (Leviticus 26:25) 

 

• So, in Leviticus 26, among other things, God gives a general promise that if Israel rebelled 

against Him, He would deliver them into the hands of their enemies. 

 

• And then more specifically, in 705 BC (following the defeat of Israel in the North by Assyria) 

• Isaiah chastised King Hezekiah for joining an alliance with Babylon. 

• Instead of God Hezekiah trusts a Pagan Kingdom to protect Judah from another Pagan Kingdom. 
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• And through the prophet Isiah God says to Hezekiah… 

 

S14 - Behold, the days are coming, when all that is in your house, and that which your fathers 
have stored up till this day, shall be carried to Babylon. Nothing shall be left, says the LORD. 
And some of your own sons, who will come from you, whom you will father, shall be taken 
away, and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon.” (Isaiah 39:6-7) 
 

• Clearly God has a sense of irony, trusting in Babylon might save you from Assyria. 

• But it won’t save you from Babylon. 

 

• Fast forward 100 years to 605 BC,  

• And that prophecy (or you could even call it a promise) is being fulfilled. 

• God is faithful to his promises.  

 

• Now we tend to think of God’s faithfulness in more positive terms.  

• But sometimes his faithfulness is seen by the fulfillment of a negative promise.  

 

• And that’s what we find recorded in these first two verses of Daniel. 

• Because of Judah’s rebellion against and rejection of God, they must experience God’s Sovereign 

faithfulness to his negative promise given in Leviticus 26 and Isaiah 39. 

 

• Now God’s Faithful Sovereignty should bring hope and joy to some but fear to others. 

• God will fulfill all his promises both positive and negative. 

• And so, for those who’ve trusted in Christ we can have surety and joy in his promise of eternal 

life in his presence.  

• In Heaven that Sean Spoke of Last Week. 

 

• But for those who haven’t trusted in Christ there should be fear, because there are other 

promises, promises of eternal death and destruction away from God’s presence. 

• In Hell. 

 

• So, you must ask yourself, which promise do I want God to fulfill in my life? 

• And the thing is you can decide. 

• You can even today, give your life to Jesus Christ, trust in his death on the cross for the 

forgiveness of your sins, and move from fear to joy,  

• from hell to heaven, knowing God is Faithful to all his promises. 

• AMEN! 

 

• So, we see God’s Faithful Sovereignty… But there is something else I want us to see. 

• That is… 

 

B. S15 - God’s Humble Sovereignty 

 

• The words humble and Sovereignty do not seem to go together. 

• When we think of Sovereign, we think of one who is in control of all things. 

• And humility doesn’t seem to fit. 
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• But that’s what we find here in Daniel, verse 2 of chapter 1. 

 

S16 - And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand with some of the vessels of the 

house of God. And he brought them to the land of Shinar, to the house of his god, and placed 

the vessels in the treasury of his god. (Daniel 1:2) 

 

• The Lord not only gives Jehoiakim into Nebuchadnezzar’s hands but also vessels (items) from 

his own house.  

• Nebuchadnezzar took these vessels from the temple of God with him to Shinar (another name for 

Babylon)  

• He then placed them in the house (treasury) of his god (or gods) 

 

• And don’t miss the fact that the this is the Lord’s doing. 

• The Lord Gave… some of the vessels of the house of God to Nebuchadnezzar. 

 

• And what makes this astonishing is that in the Ancient Near East the fortunes of a god and a 

people were intertwined.  

• If someone saw that Judah’s king and temple vessels were taken,  

• they would interpret it to mean that Judah’s God was not able to protect them.  

• If the people were losers, it meant their God was a loser.  

 

• Much like the Olympics.  

• If an athlete representing a nation loses in an event, we may say his or her nation ‘lost’.  

• China lost, Germany lost, the USA lost.  

 

• So, the Lord knew how it would seem when he gave his king, his people and his temple vessels 

into Babylon’s hands.  

• Pagans would be singing, ‘Praise Marduk (the chief Babylonian God), from whom all blessings 

flow.’ 

 

• But in His Sovereignty, he allowed or more accurately caused it to happen. 

• Which is why his is a humble sovereignty. 

• God wills to suffer shame (be humbled) if it might awaken his people to their danger. 

 

• Judah had rejected God and that was the worst thing for them. 

• They could have continued and on in their sinful ways from generation to generation. 

• But for their sake, God causes them to be defeated which will ultimately lead to their repentance 

and return to the Land (Nehemiah and Ezra) maybe next. 

• So, God in his sovereignty is willing to be humbled for the sake of His people. 
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• Sound familiar? 

• We see the same tendency in God the Son, Jesus Christ…  

 

S17 - who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of 
men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point 
of death, even death on a cross. (Philippians 2:6-8) 
 

• We have a Sovereign God (seen both in the Old Testament and the New) who is willing to suffer 

shame and ridicule in order to work for the redemption and transformation of His chosen ones. 

 

• And this is a good word for us. 

• God works in disobedient Judah, in Pagan Babylon and in the increasingly disobedient pagan 

United States of America. 

 

• So, as we lament the direction of our nation. 

• As we become increasingly divided as a people. 

• We can trust God who is both faithful and humble to work so that his Sovereign purposes are 

accomplished in this world (and in our lives) as they were in Daniels. 

• And even though his Sovereign purposes might not mean health and wealth and security for the 

United States any more than it meant those things for Judah. 

 

• We can be assured that God is at work for the good of His people… 

• We see this clearly in this rest of Chapter 1… 

• We’ve see God work Nationally in Judah and Babylon, now let’s see that… 

 

2.  S18 - God Works Individually 

 

• God works in and through nations and God works in and through individuals. 

• We’re going to see this throughout the book of Daniel,  

• But it begins here in Chapter 1 verses 3-20. 

• After Nebuchadnezzars victory over Judah, we read… 

 

S19 - Then the king commanded Ash-pen-az, his chief eunuch, to bring some of the people of 

Israel, both of the royal family and of the nobility, youths without blemish, of good appearance 

and skillful in all wisdom, endowed with knowledge, understanding learning, and competent to 

stand in the king's palace, and to teach them the literature and language of the Chaldeans. 

(Daniel 1:3-4)  

 

• Babylon’s king wanted candidates from Israel to work for him,  

• Youths who were politically elite, physically impressive, intellectually acute and socially poised.  

• In short, they must have status, looks, brains and ‘presence’.  
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• And they were to undergo a total Babylonian makeover.  

 

S20 - The king assigned them a daily portion of the food that the king ate, and of the wine that 

he drank. They were to be educated for three years, and at the end of that time they were to 

stand before the king. Among these were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah of the tribe 

of Judah. And the chief of the eunuchs gave them names: Daniel he called Belteshazzar, 

Hananiah he called Shadrach, Mishael he called Meshach, and Azariah he called Abednego.  

(Daniel 1:5-7) 

 

• In these verses we have summarize the Babylon’s assimilation program.  

• These youths are to be educated or indoctrinated into a new culture,  

• They were appeased by a new luxury, food and drink fit for a King,  

• and they were challenged with a new identity, given new Babylonian names. 

 

• Nebuchadnezzar is putting on the full court press to transform these youths into useful subjects 

of His Babylonian empire. 

• And as you might imagine, all this attention and focus on the things of Babylon could have 

become overwhelming. 

• Even intoxicating.  

• Which may be why Daniel chose to draw a line. 

• In verse 8 we read… 

 

S21 - But Daniel resolved that he would not defile himself with the king's food, or with the wine 
that he drank… (Daniel 1:8) 
 

• Daniel resolved. That word resolved means to firmly put or set in place. 

• And what is not obvious in our English translation is that this same work occurs twice in the 

prior verse (verse 7).  

 

S22 - And the chief of the eunuchs gave (set resolved) them names: Daniel he called (set 
resolved) Belteshazzar… (Daniel 1:7) 
 

• The Overseer of Babylonian Assimilation imposes his agenda on these captives. 

• He sets new Babylonian names for them,  

• But Daniel has set it upon his heart that he will not defile himself with the king’s food allotment. 

 

• Now what was wrong with the royal food?  

• Some think the problem was dietary 

• Food from the royal table likely included meats that were off limits (‘unclean’) for Israelites.  

• This, however, does not explain Daniel’s rejection of the wine. 

  

• Others think the objection was religious 

• The food may have first been offered to idols. 

• But later in verse 12 we see that Daniel requests vegetables.  

• And what would guarantee that the vegetables had not also been part of an idol offering? 
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• Still others hold the difficulty was symbolic 

• Sharing the king’s food was a sign of dependence on and loyalty to the king.  

• But Daniel’s alternative vegetable diet would have also been ‘government issue’;  

• it would have been impossible to avoid dependence on Babylon. 

 

• So, it’s difficult to say exactly why Daniel made this resolution. 

• It may involve all these reasons.  

 

• But ultimately, I think Daniel was concerned and as fed up (pun intended) with his Babylonian 

indoctrination.  

• He may well have thought, ‘There’s a real danger here; I could get sucked up into this.’  

• He recognized that if Babylon gets into you, it’s over.  

• Therefore, he had to draw the line at some point to preserve some distinctiveness,  

• to keep from being totally squeezed into Babylon’s mold.  

• The IVP Bible Background Commentary Sums it up well…. 

 

S23 - It is not so much something in the food that defiles as much as it is the total program of 

assimilation. At this point the Babylonian government is exercising control over every aspect 

of their lives. They have little means to resist the forces of assimilation that are controlling 

them. They seize on one of the few areas where they can still exercise choice as an 

opportunity to preserve their distinct identity. (IVP Bible Background Commentary) 

 

• So, Babylon is seeking to assimilate Daniel. 

• But Daniel in great wisdom resolves to resist. 

• Nerd Alert! 

• Unlike the Borg of Star Trek, Daniel did not believe that… Say it “Resistance is Futile” 

• And so, in the second half of verse 8 we read… 

 

S24 - Therefore he asked the chief of the eunuchs to allow him not to defile himself. (Daniel 
1:8) 
 

• So, Daniel goes to his boss and asks him this special favor to not defile himself with the king’s 

food. 

• And to get the needed response Daniel requires the intervention of God. 

• He needs God to work on his behalf. 

 

• Now God has certainly already been working in Daniels heart and mind. 

• Giving him the wisdom and understanding to say this far and no farther. 

• But God must also work for Daniel. 

• And that takes us to verse 9 and the second sovereign intervention by God… 

 

S25 - And God gave Daniel favor and compassion in the sight of the chief of the eunuchs, 
(Daniel 1:9) 
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• So God works in such a way that Daniel is seen as special deserving favor and compassion.  

• And we might think that because of God’s work, everything would be smooth sailing from that 

point forward. 

• But in verse 10 we read… 

 

S26 - and the chief of the eunuchs said to Daniel, “I fear my lord the king, who assigned your 
food and your drink; for why should he see that you were in worse condition than the youths 
who are of your own age? So you would endanger my head with the king.” (Daniel 1:10) 
 

• Daniel’s boss seems to deny his request!  

• He apparently felt some compassion for Daniel but didn’t want to risk the royal rage by countering 

one of the king’s orders.  

 

• But that doesn’t stop Daniel. 

• He had resolved not to defile himself. 

• I believe this initial refusal by the chief of the Eunuchs was a test for Daniel. 

• God gave Daniel favor, but God also wanted to test his resolve. 

• And we see Daniels resolve in verses 11-16. 

 

S27 - Then Daniel said to the steward whom the chief of the eunuchs had assigned over 

Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, “Test your servants for ten days; let us be given 

vegetables to eat and water to drink. Then let our appearance and the appearance of the 

youths who eat the king's food be observed by you, and deal with your servants according to 

what you see.” So he listened to them in this matter, and tested them for ten days. (Daniel 

1:11-14) 

 

• Nerd Alert 2! Daniel believed in the Galaxy Quest Motto….  

• Which IS: “Never Give Up, Never Surrender” 

• So, he came up with a plan B, he went down a notch on the chain of command,  

• And he proposed a trial run of ten days to his steward,  

• The steward agreed and 

 

S28 - At the end of ten days it was seen that they were better in appearance and fatter in flesh 

than all the youths who ate the king's food. So the steward took away their food and the wine 

they were to drink, and gave them vegetables. (Daniel 1:15-16) 

 

• It turned out that Daniel and his friends not only survived the test, but they thrived. 

• God worked in such a way that they were fatter in flesh than all the youths who at the king’s food. 

• So, the 10-day test became a way of life. 
 

• This story highlights both Daniel’s Humble Resolve and God’s Sovereign Grace at work 

together. 

• Daniel was resolved but he was first refused.  

• And in humility he didn’t through a fit, he didn’t bemoan his terrible circumstances in Babylon. 

• He simply regrouped and came up with a plan B.  
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• It’s as if Daniel is fully aware that he’s under the Lord’s Sovereign Grace. 

• And it’s grace that’s the basis of the whole passage. 

• By God’s grace Daniel has the wisdom and resolve to not be defiled. 

• By God’s grace Daniel receives the humble persistence when he is refused. 

• By God’s grace Daniel receives favor in the eyes of his overseers. 

• And By God’s grace Daniel and his friends come through the 10-day test with flying colors 

• And the grace continues in verses 17… 

• This is the third intervention by God in this chapter. 

 

S29 - As for these four youths, God gave them learning and skill in all literature and wisdom, 
and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams. (Daniel 1:17) 
 

• Again, we see the grace of God at work. 

• God gave these four youths knowledge and skill in all literature and wisdom,  

• and Daniel himself had understanding in all visions and dreams.  

• And the results are found in verses 18-20. 

 
S30 - At the end of the time, when the king had commanded that they should be brought in, 
the chief of the eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar. And the king spoke with 
them, and among all of them none was found like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. 
Therefore they stood before the king. And in every matter of wisdom and understanding about 
which the king inquired of them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and 
enchanters that were in all his kingdom. (Daniel 1:18-20) 
 

• At the end of the prescribed (re-)education they meet with the king for their oral examination 

interview, and he finds that these four by far (10 times) outdo all the others,  

• and so, they enter the king’s service.  

• By God’s Grace at work in these youths He begins to turn the tables on what we read in verses 1-

2.  

 

• At the beginning of the story, we find captives from a subjugated kingdom,  

• but here these very captives stand at the head of the palace royal service corps.  

 

• In verses 1–2 we read of Judah’s shameful defeat, including the taking of her temple vessels,  

• while here we meet the ‘victory’ of Judah’s captives as they serve the throne.  

• By God’s Grace at work among his people things are changing. 

• The “losers” become the winners.  

 

• And what is fascinating is the winners are being prepared to assist their Captors. 

• God’s work in these youths seems intended to prove beneficial for those in Babylon.  

 

• We’ll see this next week in Daniel 2. 

• It’s because of Daniel’s God given dream interpretation ability that Nebuchadnezzar’s religious 

flunkies (magicians, conjurors, etc.) keep their heads.  

• And in chapters 2, 3 and 4 we see how Daniel & Co. speak God’s revelation and truth into 

Nebuchadnezzar’s life. 
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• God’s purpose involved more than simply the fate of these Judean exiles, 

• they were to bear witness in Babylon. 

 

• And this is how God works in us as we live as exiles in this world. 

• He gives us grace in so many ways. 

• Grace to remain humble in the face of divisions and confusion. 

• Grace to overcome pain and suffering and trials,  

• Grace to avoid sin and live in obedience to Him. 

• Sometimes Grace (favor) in the eyes of our friends and family. 

• And so much more… 

 

• And God’s purpose in giving us grace is not just so we would have grace. 

• It’s so we might share what he has given with others. 

• That we might bring him Glory by testifying to his grace to those in our world. 

 

• Always remembering that sometimes (as in the life of Daniel and Co.)  

• God allows hardship to enter our lives because he wants his mercy to enter the lives of others 

through us. 

• Or put very simply God blesses us (works in us) not simply for our sake but that we might be a 

blessing to others.  

 

• So, we’ve seen that God works Nationally and Individually. 

• And there is one final note we can’t miss. 

• That is… 

 

3. S31 - God Works Persistently 

 

• The final verse of Chapter 1 reads like a footnote… 

 

And Daniel was there until the first year of King Cyrus. (Daniel 1:21) 
 

• In verse 21 the writer has pushed the ‘fast forward’ button 66 years into the future. 

• Who was Cyrus?  

• He was the king of Persia who began reigning in 539 BC.  

• Nebuchadnezzar has passed from the scene (kings always seem to die).  

• And what of Babylon?  

 

• It fell.  

• To whom?  

• To Cyrus and the Persians.  

• Do you see? 
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• Mighty Babylon of verses 1–20 has fallen but God’s servant Daniel continues.  

• At that time Daniel would probably be over 80 years old. 

 

• But this is more than a statement about Daniel’s longevity.  

• The verse is a kind of parable, as if to say:  

• Kingdoms rise and fall, but by his grace, God’s people persist.  

• Daniel is an example of the truth Isaiah proclaims… 

 

S32 - who brings princes to nothing, and makes the rulers of the earth as emptiness. Scarcely 

are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, when he 

blows on them, and they wither, and the tempest carries them off like stubble. (Isaiah 40:23-

24) 

 

• So, in verse 21 Babylon, once a Ruler of the Earth, has withered and blown away,  

• While fragile Daniel, servant of the Most High God, is still on his feet. 

 

• And that bit of information is what we need to get a grip on before you proceed to the rest of the 

book:  

 

• Remember that by God’s Sovereign Grace at work in this world,  

• the people of God will simply out-endure the kingdoms of this age. 

• So as nations are divided and nation rages (wars) against nation. 

• As people turn from the living God to their own confused evil ways. 

• And even as God’s people (elect exiles) experience hardship, difficulties even persecution. 

 

• Never, no never, forget that God is at work. 

• His Faithfulness, his Humility, His Grace, His Persistence and so much more is at work in the 

nations of this world and in the lives of His people. 

• As Paul wrote to the church in Ephesus, and I close with these words. 

 

S33 - In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the 

purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, so that we who were 

the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. (Ephesians 1:11-12) 

 

Would you join me in prayer! 

 

 


