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Daniel 11:21-12:3 

(Week 17) 

11/06/2022 

History Written in Advance – Part II 

 

This is my message written out prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format 

and any grammatical mistakes. This is meant to be spoken. 

 

Introduction & Review 

 

• Please turn in your Bibles to Daniel Chapter 11. 

• We’re approaching the end of the Book and we’re in the midst of Daniel’s final vision. 

• This vision comes at the beginning of the third year of King Cyrus (536 BC). 

• And it’s recorded in chapters 10 through 12. 

 

• In chapter 10 we saw that this vision comes in response to Daniel’s fasting, mourning and 

prayer for his people. 

• If you remember, in the first year of his reign (539 BC),  

• Cyrus had decreed that the Jews who were living in exile, could return to their land. 

• They could then rebuild their temple and the city of Jerusalem. 

 

• But once in the land they experienced great opposition from their enemies all around.  

• The opposition was so fierce that they were forced to stop their rebuilding work and were just 

trying to survive. 

• And so, Daniel (not in his 80s) from Babylon, is fasting and praying for his fellow Jews in Judea. 

 

• Chapter 10 also introduced us to the messenger, 

• He was a holy glorious heavenly being (angel or preincarnate Christ) sent by God to Daniel in 

response to his prayers. 

• But on his way to Daniel, he was delayed by the prince of the kingdom of Persia, a powerful 

demonic being. 

 

• However, after 21 days (three weeks), the messenger was helped by the Michael the archangel,  

• He (the messenger) then goes to Daniel and tells him (among other things) the purpose of his 

coming, in verse 14 he says  

 

…to make you understand what is to happen to your people in the latter days. For the vision is 
for days yet to come.” (Daniel 10:14) 
 

• Daniel is given a prophetic vision of the future of His people 

• And he records it in Chapter 11 and Chapter 12. 

 

• Now for us this prophecy, this vision, is History written in Advance.  

• We can look back and see how it was fulfilled in the History of Israel. 
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• Last week, we looked at the first part of this vision found in Chapter 11 verses 2-20. 

• And from our vantage point, looking back at history, here are the highlights we saw. 

 

• The vision begins with Cyrus, who was ruling the Medo-Persian Empire during Daniel’s time. 

• It then moves through other Medo-Persian Rulers, landing on Xerxes I (the husband of Esther) 

who ruled during the Pinnacle of the Medo-Persian Empire. 

• Next it focuses on Alexander the Great who conquered the Medo-Persian Empire and 

established the Greek Empire. 

• And then it moves to Alexander’s 4 Generals who divided his empire when he died in 323 BC. 

 

• And finally, it focuses on two of these four generals and their subsequent Kingdoms. 

• Ptolemy who established a kingdom in the South (Egypt) 

• And Seleucus who established a kingdom in the North (Syria and Babylon) 

• From verses 5-20 the prophetic vision accurately details the conflicts between these two 

Kingdoms.  

• Ending with the assassination of Seleucus IV in 175 B.C. 

 

• Here is the Map we looked at last week, 

• And if you will notice again, stuck between these two empires who were at almost continual war 

with one another was the “glorious land” of Israel. 

 

• And this is why these Kingdoms were the focus of Daniel’s vision. 

• The prophetic vision is about what will happen to Daniel’s people,  

• and during the 3rd and 2nd centuries these two Kingdoms in Conflict had a great deal of impact 

on the Jewish people. 

• So, from a historical perspective, that’s the first part of Daniel’s prophetic vision. 

 

• Now today (beginning in verse 21 of Chapter 11) we come to the vision’s second part,  

• And the reason I (and others) divide this vision at the end of verse 20. 

• Is because from verses 6 to 20 the focus is on the conflict between the Kingdoms of the north and 

south. 

• But beginning in verse 21 and for the next 14 verses following, the focus shifts to one man, who 

is referred to as… 

 

1. A Contemptible Person 

 

• If you remember from last week, historically we ended with the poisoning of Seleucus IV by his 

own Tax Collector. 

• So Seleucus (the king of the north) dies, and then beginning in verse 21 we read… 

 
In his place shall arise a contemptible person to whom royal majesty has not been given. He 
shall come in without warning and obtain the kingdom by flatteries. (Daniel 11:21) 
 

• So, who is this contemptable person? 

• Well, if you were with us in our study of Daniel Chapter 8, you might remember him. 

• He was the little horn with great power. 
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• His name was Antiochus IV or Antiochus Epiphanes. 

• He named himself Epiphanies which means God Manifest. 

• And he was the brother of Seleucus IV and succeeded him on the throne. 
 

• Antiochus was not of royal majesty.  

• He was not heir to his brother’s kingdom, Seleucus IV’s son was.  

• But when his father died, he was imprisoned in Roman,  

• So, Antiochus took the opportunity to usurp the throne. 

• He gained in through flatteries (by paying people to support him). 

• And that’s just the beginning…. 

• Verse 22… 
 
Armies shall be utterly swept away before him and broken, even the prince of the covenant. 
And from the time that an alliance is made with him he shall act deceitfully, and he shall 
become strong with a small people. (Daniel 11:22-23) 
 

• Antiochus started with limited support but gradually grew in power,  

• He made alliances but kept them only if they suited him.  

• Those who tried to resist him were swept away including the prince of the covenant. 

• Some see this prince as Ptolemy VI (king in the south) who Antiochus made an alliances with. 

 

• While other see the prince as Jewish High priest Onias III. 

• Antiochus was hell bent on Hellenizing (forcing the Greek culture) throughout his empire. 

• This involved the adoption of Greek customs and practices that were antithetical to God’s Law. 

• Onias vainly attempted to resist this Hellenization,  

• But he was removed from office and replaced by a more compliant high priest. 

• Verse 24… 

 
Without warning he (Antiochus) shall come into the richest parts of the province, and he shall 
do what neither his fathers nor his fathers' fathers have done, scattering among them plunder, 
spoil, and goods. He shall devise plans against strongholds, but only for a time. And he shall 
stir up his power and his heart against the king of the south with a great army. And the king of 
the south shall wage war with an exceedingly great and mighty army, but he shall not stand, 
for plots shall be devised against him. (Daniel 11:24-25) 
 

• During Antiochus’ reign there was much conflict between the Seleucids and the Ptolemies,  

• The kings of the North and the South. 

• And in the beginning Antiochus is overwhelmingly victorious,  

• He succeeds where former kings (his fathers and their fathers) had not. 

• To the point where, the King of the south shall not stand. 

• Verse 26 continues to recount Antiochus’ victories… 

 
Even those who eat his food shall break him.  
 

• During Antiochus’ reign, The King of the South’s own people, his advisors would turn against him. 
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His (the King of South’s) army shall be swept away, and many shall fall down slain. And as for 
the two kings, their hearts shall be bent on doing evil. They shall speak lies at the same table, 
but to no avail, for the end is yet to be at the time appointed. (Daniel 11:26-27) 
 

• Antiochus achieves great victories in Egypt,  

• He then makes an alliance (a deal) with one of the Ptolemies,  

• However, neither king intended to keep the alliance (they shall speak lies at the same table).  

• Verse 28… 
 
And he shall return to his land with great wealth, but his heart shall be set against the holy 
covenant. And he shall work his will and return to his own land. (Daniel 11:28) 
 

• So, Antiochus returned to his land with great wealth because of his victories in Egypt. 

• And on his way home he stopped in Palestine, where he finds an insurrection taking place. 

• The people of God are rebelling against Antiochus’ Hellenization. 
  

• And He dealt ruthlessly with them (his heart shall be set against the holy covenant),  

• He killed eighty thousand men, women, and children, plundered the temple, and returned home. 

• The Jews were outraged at his brutality and began a full-fledged revolt, generally called the 
Maccabean Revolt. 
 

• This shows why Antiochus gets spotlighted in this vision. 

• Because he has a great impact on (Daniel’s people) the people of God. 

• He would oppress and persecute and kill them like no other ruler before him. 

• Verse 29… 
 
“At the time appointed he shall return and come into the south, but it shall not be this time as 
it was before. For ships of Kittim shall come against him, and he shall be afraid and withdraw, 
and shall turn back and be enraged and take action against the holy covenant. He shall turn 
back and pay attention to those who forsake the holy covenant. (Daniel 11:29-30) 
 

• Antiochus again heads down to Egypt but this time things do not go his way. 

• Because of the rising Mediterranean power of the day, the Romans. 

• For ships of Kittim shall come against him 

• “Kittim” is the ancient name for Cyprus,  

• but it came to be used for the lands around the Mediterranean Sea in general,  

• and in this case specifically the Romans. 

 

• So, the Romans became involved in the dispute between Antiochus and Egypt.  

• The Roman delegate, Gaius Popillius (Pop-ill-e-us) Laenas (Lee-Nas), faced down Antiochus 

as he approached Alexandria.  

• He drew a circle in the sand around Antiochus, insisting that he had to agree to withdraw from 

Egypt before he left the circle.  

• Antiochus understood the power of Rome, having spent his childhood in Rome as a political 

hostage.  

• Humiliated, he was forced to withdraw. 
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• And it seems, after this defeat, he is so enraged that he needed to find someone weaker than 

himself to pick on. 

• So, he sends his chief tax collector (with an army) ahead to Jerusalem.  

• At first the tax man appeared to come in peace,  

• but on the Sabbath, he began having people killed and he plundered the city.  

• He took action against the holy covenant 

• He also rewarded those Jews who supported Antiochus’ Hellenistic policies  

• (he paid attention to those who forsake the holy covenant). 

• And it gets worse… Verse 31… 

 

Forces from him shall appear and profane the temple and fortress, and shall take away the 
regular burnt offering. And they shall set up the abomination that makes desolate. He shall 
seduce with flattery those who violate the covenant, but the people who know their God shall 
stand firm and take action. And the wise among the people shall make many understand, 
though for some days they shall stumble by sword and flame, by captivity and plunder. When 
they stumble, they shall receive a little help. And many shall join themselves to them with 
flattery, (Daniel 11:31-34) 
 

• When Antiochus (himself) arrived in Jerusalem, he stormed the city and slaughtered many,  

• He also built a fortress for his troops.  

• He banned Jewish practices such as circumcision and eliminated the regular daily offerings 

at the temple, offering pig’s flesh on the altar instead.  

 

• He desecrated the Holy of Holies and dedicated the temple to the worship of Zeus.  

• Some of the Jewish people caved under the pressure and collaborated with his forces,  

• while others faithfully resisted him at great personal cost, falling by the sword or being burned 

alive. 

• Verse 35… 

 

and some of the wise shall stumble, so that they may be refined, purified, and made white, 

until the time of the end, for it still awaits the appointed time. (Daniel 11:35) 

 

• The wise who stumble probably refers to true believers who would die in this persecution.  

• But through this persecution they would be refined, purified, and made white until the time of the 

end. 

• The time of the end may refer to the final judgment or the end of this persecution itself.  

• It ended with Antiochus’ death in 164 B.C. while he was on a campaign in Persia.  

 

• So that’s verse 21-35 (15 verses of Daniel’s prophetic historical vision),  

• which most biblical scholars agree, focuses on Antiochus Epiphanes. 

 

• But when as we come to verse 36, there’s some disagreement. 

• Some believe what follows, since there is no real transition, continues to speak of Antiochus. 

• While others believe that as we progress through this vision towards the conclusion of the 

prophecy, there is the growing sense that even while the vision addresses the situation under 

Antiochus, it is not simply about him.  
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• And as I read and studied and prayed, for reasons I will mention, I came to see the following 

section of Daniel’s vision referring to more than just Antiochus,  

• Someone even worse than Antiochus. He is… 

 

2. A Conceited Contemptuous King (Double CC) 

 

• Verse 36… 

 

“And the king shall do as he wills. He shall exalt himself and magnify himself above every 

god, and shall speak astonishing things against the God of gods. He shall prosper till the 

indignation is accomplished; for what is decreed shall be done.  (Daniel 11:36) 

 

• Antiochus was powerful, able to “do as he wills” up to a point,  

• but as we have seen, throughout his reign he was not always victorious. 

• The power of the Romans was far greater than his, as his retreat from Egypt made clear.  

 

• Also, Antiochus Epiphanes (God manifest) certainly viewed himself as a god, 

• but this God-Complex was common for many ancient rulers. 

• And notice also that this King has real problem with the God of gods.   

• He speaks astonishing (terrible) things against the one true God. 

• Verse 37… 

 

He shall pay no attention to the gods of his fathers, or to the one beloved by women. He shall 

not pay attention to any other god, for he shall magnify himself above all.  He shall honor the 

god of fortresses instead of these. A god whom his fathers did not know he shall honor with 

gold and silver, with precious stones and costly gifts.  He shall deal with the strongest 

fortresses with the help of a foreign god. Those who acknowledge him he shall load with 

honor. He shall make them rulers over many and shall divide the land for a price.  (Daniel 

11:37-39) 

 

• Antiochus paid no attention to the gods of his fathers, 

• Only in the sense that His fathers worshiped, Apollo and he chose to worship of Zeus,  

• a god who embodied military strength, the god of the fortress.  

• And he paid no attention to “the one beloved by women,” which is probably a reference to the 

worship of the god Adonis, which was common in Egypt. 

 

• Yet there seems to be more here. 

• While Antiochus did magnify himself, he still paid attention to Zeus. 

• Who was also a part of the Greek Pantheon of Gods who his father’s knew. 

• Also, there’s no indication that Antiochus worshipped or gained help from a foreign god. 

  

• So even though aspects of Daniel 11:36–39 seem to fit Antiochus,  

• the passage as a whole seems to be speaking of a king who will be a larger and more ultimate 

version of Antiochus.  

• perhaps because Antiochus forms a model with which to compare the ultimate ruler. 
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• This coming king will truly “do as he wills,”  

• “deal with (attack) the strongest fortresses,”  

• and make his followers “rulers over many.” 

 

• Now as we come to verses 40-45 (it seems very unlikely that we are still talking about Antiochus. 

• Verse 40 begins with a possible transition… 

 

“At the time of the end,  

 

• As we’ve talked about before this does not have to mean the end of history. 

• It can mean the end of a historical period, or the fulfillment of a prophecy. 

• But it can also mean at the end of time, at the end of history. 

• That’s how many interpreters take these verses. 

• What we are about to read looks forward to the time of the end, prior to the second coming of 

Christ. 

• So… 

 

At the time of the end, the king of the south shall attack him, but the king of the north shall 

rush upon him like a whirlwind, with chariots and horsemen, and with many ships. And he 

shall come into countries and shall overflow and pass through. He shall come into the 

glorious land. And tens of thousands shall fall, but these shall be delivered out of his hand: 

Edom and Moab and the main part of the Ammonites.  (Daniel 11:40-41) 

 

• At the time of the end (whenever that is) there will be a major battle where armies will come from 

the north and the south to attack this powerful ruler in the land of Israel (the glorious land).  

• And notice the scope of this battle tens of thousands shall fall. 

• Edom and Moab and the main part of the Ammonites will escape from his hand,  

• possibly because of their connection with Israel or because they are out of his way. 

• Verse 42… 

 

He shall stretch out his hand against the countries, and the land of Egypt shall not escape. He 

shall become ruler of the treasures of gold and of silver, and all the precious things of Egypt, 

and the Libyans and the Cushites shall follow in his train.  (Daniel 11:42-43) 

 

• This King seems to have much more power than Antiochus. 

• Stretching his rule against countries, and confiscating treasures not only in Egypt but Libya and 

the Cush. 

• Lands, that are south of Egypt. 

• Verse 44… 

 

But news from the east and the north shall alarm him, and he shall go out with great fury to 

destroy and devote many to destruction. And he shall pitch his palatial tents between the sea 

and the glorious holy mountain. Yet he shall come to his end, with none to help him. (Daniel 

11:44-45) 
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• One striking difference between this King and Antiochus, lies in the events surrounding the 

king’s death which don’t fit what we know of the death of Antiochus.  

• Antiochus died during a minor campaign against Persia in 164 B.C.,  

• not between the sea and Jerusalem after a grand and successful assault on Egypt.  

• So, again these verses seem to be looking for a greater fulfillment that is yet to come.  

 

• So, who is this conceited, contemptuous king? 

• Well, it is unlikely that it is Antiochus. 

• But it is clearly someone like Antiochus. 

 

• And since the events described do not really fit any other known king. 

• It’s probably referring to the time of the end (the end of history). 

• And therefore, this conceited, contemptuous king, probably refers to the Anti-Christ described in 

the book of Revelation. 

 

• This final world ruler who will oppose God and his people and will be ultimately destroyed.  

• So, it seems, as the book of Revelation tells us, History will not conclude, until the coming of 

another Antiochus-like King. 

 

• Now the vision continues into Chapter 12,   

• and we’ll look at the first three verses in our next point, as we consider what this prophetic 

historical vision of the coming of the dark days of Antiochus IV and of another Evil King yet to 

come have to say to Daniel and to us?  

 

• And I believe the main message God has for us involves… 

 

Faithful Living in Trying Times  

 

• Again, this vision comes in response to Daniel’s mourning, fasting and praying for his people. 

• He is clearly troubled by the trials they are experiencing. 

  

• And the Lord responds with a look into the future. 

• Showing Daniel that there are even more trying times to come. 

• On the one hand, maybe not very comforting,  

• but on the other it does give something that we often lack. Perspective. 

 

• The other day my wife was sharing with me about her struggles to write a test for her Math 2 
class. 

• And in my great wisdom, just having studied Daniel 11, I said something like,  

• “well at least you don’t live in the North Korea where they kill you for being a Christian.” 
 

• And after she punched me – not really, after she got over her initial shock at my insensitivity. 

• She did admit that thinking about the much greater sufferings of others, gave her a new 
perspective on her own problems. 
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• So, are you troubled by the problems you’re facing?  

• Cheer up, they could easily be worse.  

 

• There are believers in many parts of the world today whose lives are being turned upside down. 

• Their possessions are being confiscated.  

• Their family members are being kidnapped and enslaved.  

• They are faithfully laying down their lives, as the godless rulers of this world… 

 

…go out with great fury to destroy and devote many to destruction. (Daniel 11:44) 
 

• Does that put things into perspective? 

• If God’s people in other times and places in the world are being destroyed for their faith,  

• then what do we really have to complain about? 

 

• Yet Daniel 11 doesn’t simply want to make us ashamed of our grumbling over our 1st world 

problems. 

• It also wants to teach us how to live faithfully in the midst of any trial we experience (great or 

small). 

 

• And the first, and foundational, and obvious lesson we see is this: 

• If you are going to live faithfully in trying times you must… 

 

1. Know God 

 

• I said it was obvious, but it’s also of great importance. 

• In verse 32 we read… 

 

He (Antiochus) shall seduce with flattery those who violate the covenant,  

 

• There are those who will avoid trials at any cost. 

• They can easily be seduced/tempted away from their so-called faith. 

• Faithful living goes out the window if it means experiencing difficulties. 

• They are covenant violators, and no matter what they say, they clearly do not know God.  

 

but the people who know their God shall stand firm and take action. (Daniel 11:32) 

 

• Now we’ll talk more about standing firm and taking action in our next point. 

• But notice, it’s knowing God, trusting in his sovereign power,  

• Believing that he’s in control of History and your life. 

 

• Knowing the God who knows you and loves you and is working for your good. 

• Results in your ability to stand firm and take action in the face all life’s difficulties. 
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• I want us to see in Daniel 11 that History is not a series of random coincidences.  

• Nor is it just the account of the struggles of those who are long dead,  

• Including good-for-nothing men (Like Antiochus).  

 

• Rather, History is the account of God’s hand accomplishing his sovereign purposes in and 

through the lives of those who know him, in every era.  

• So, the question is, do you Know Him? 

 

• Here’s a good test, when you face trails of various kinds,  

• do you trust that God is in control? 

• Do you believe that God is sovereignly at work in your life?  

• and therefore, you are you able to stand firm and take action. 

 

• Or, if trials lead only to depression, self-pity and a desperate need to escape. 

• Then you might consider reevaluating your relationship with God. 

• Calling upon him and through the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ, truly entering a covenant 

relationship with him. 

 

• So, the first lesson for Faithful living in Trying Times is to, Know, trust, believe in God…. 

• Specifically believing that he is at work in the midst of your trial. 

 

• And the Second lesson follows and is also obvious. 

• If you are going to live faithfully in trying times you must… 

 

2. Obey God 

 

• Again, in the days of Antiochus, some would be seduced or pressured into abandoning the 

covenant and going over to the dark side. 

• Again verse 32. 

 

He shall seduce with flattery those who violate the covenant, but the people who know their 

God shall stand firm and take action.. (Daniel 11:32) 

 

• Knowing God, having relationship with God, being filled with His Spirit… 

• Empowers us to stand firm and take action. 

• I take that to mean we stand firm in our convictions about who God is and what he has 

done. 

• And we take action, we live out our convictions, we obey God. 

• Through knowing God (having a real covenant loving relationship with him) we can obey him. 

• As Jesus said… 

 

If you love me, keep my commands. (John 14:15) 
 

• Those who know the LORD (who love the Lord) will stand firm and take action, they will keep his 

commandments. 

• They will fight the good fight of faith.  
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• They will resist the seductive forces of this world… 

• Whether that be someone like Antiochus or anyone who is opposed to God. 

 

• And just to be very clear, our knowing and obeying the Lord does not mean we will escape the 

difficulties and hardships and persecutions of this world. 

• As Paul wrote to Timothy… 

 

…everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, (2 Timothy 3:12) 
 

• Everyone who obeys God will experience persecution because the world hates them. 

• Like the people of Daniel’s day, and throughout history, we will face opposition. 

 

• We may, as many before us have, be called to lay down our lives for what we believe. 

• And if by standing firm and taking action, resisting evil results in this ultimate sacrifice, 

• The world will call it foolishness, but the Lord calls it wisdom.  

• In Daniel 11:33 we read… 

 

And the wise among the people shall make many understand, though for some days they shall 

stumble by sword and flame, by captivity and plunder (Daniel 11:33) 

 

• The wise, those who stand firm and take action, obeying God, resisting evil… 

• By their stance and their actions will make many understand, it will be a witness to some. 

• But it will also result in sacrifice, death by sword or flame, captivity and plunder. 

 

• And we ask, how can such horrors be wise?  

• It’s wise because the persecutor’s fire has no power to inflict ultimate harm on the believer:  

• Verse 35 for Daniel 11… 

 
Some of the wise will stumble, so that they may be refined, purified and made spotless until 
the time of the end, for it will still come at the appointed time. (Daniel 11:35) 
 

• The fire of persecution is how God’s people are refined, purified, made spotless.  

• Understanding that even the worst trials, even the trials that lead to death are for our good should 

help us have a right perspective on history, especially the history we are living right now. 

 

• If history is just a continual set of random circumstances,  

• then faithful suffering has no possible meaning.  

• It’s a wasted life that could have been better spent pursuing pleasure instead.  

• As Paul says in 1 Corinthians,  

 

If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. (1 Corinthians 

15:19) 

 

• If this life is all there is, then persecuted believers are being short-changed and missing out on 

much that life has to offer.  
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• But if history is actually following God’s predetermined course to a final end,  

• then our obedience is filled with wisdom and meaning.  

 

• I think that’s what is being reinforced in Daniel Chapter 12 verses 2 and 3… 

• As the vision continues it clearly moves to the end of history, to the final resurrection… 

 

Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others to 

shame and everlasting contempt. Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the 

heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever. (Daniel 

12:2-3)  

 

• If there is a heaven to come, in which earthly deeds will be judged and faithfulness to God 

(knowing and obeying God) will be rewarded, by everlasting life. 

• And disobedience to God will be punished with everlasting contempt. 

 

• Then those who are faithful to God, even unto death, have made the best wisest choice of all.  

• As Jim Elliot once said, not long before he was martyred by the Auca Indians of South 

America,  

 

He is no fool who gives up what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose. (Jim Elliot) 

 

• The hope of everlasting life makes our obedience, our faithfulness to God, even and especially in 

trying times worthwhile and wise. 

• Amen! 

 

• So, we are to Know God and Obey God… 

• And finally, then the third lesson   

• If you are going to live faithfully in trying times you must… 

 

3. Pray to God 

 

• Again, obvious but powerful. 

• Daniel’s vision, as he sees into the heavenlies,  

• teaches us that victory in this conflict is not won by the wise among God’s people overcoming the 

evil one through their own strength.  

• Instead, victory comes when the heavenly hosts, led by the archangel Michael, rise up to deliver 

the saints. 

  

• In chapter 10 we saw the heavenly conflict in which Michael and others were engaged. 

• And in the first verse of chapter 12 Michael appears again… 

 

"At that time (at the time of the end, at the time of the conceited contemptuous king the focus goes 
to) Michael, the great prince who protects your people, will arise. There will be a time of 
distress such as has not happened from the beginning of nations until then. But at that time 
your people—everyone whose name is found written in the book—will be delivered. (Daniel 
12:1) 
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• During a great time of distress, brought on by the conceited contemptuous king, 

• Michael comes to protect and deliver, the people of God,  

• everyone whose name is found written in the book, the Lambs book of Life. 

 

• In chapter 10 we saw that our conflicts (times of distress) on earth are reflected in Heaven. 

• And that during these times our protection and deliverance will come, not from our own abilities,  

• but from heaven, from God and his angels. 

 

• And I want us to remember our part in this heavenly conflict is to pray, just as Daniel had been 

doing.  

• Iain Duguid writes… 

 

Prayer is the revolutionary activity by which weak, mortal creatures take our stand in the great 

cosmic battle and do our part to move heaven and earth towards God’s final victory. (Iain 

Duguid) 

 

• In the light of the ultimate victory of God and the resurrection of the saints,  

• the wise (those who know and obey God) will commit themselves to pray to God for that final 

victory to come soon. 

• Amen! 

 

• Now Let me summarize and close with  

 

A Christ Centered Eternal Perspective on Trying Times 

  

• It sounds like a lot, but I’ll be brief! 

 

• There’s an old saying, “All good things must come to an end.”  

• Fortunately, the same is true for all bad things as well.  

• When he ruled, Antiochus Epiphanes was a powerful enemy of God’s people,  

• but his reign eventually came to an end.  

 

• Tyrants rise and fall, empires come and go,  

• but the Lord’s kingdom and his people (those he has redeemed by grace), endures forever. 

 

• Our present circumstances, good or bad, will pass away.  

• Soon or later, our lives will end.  

• But those who’ve been saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ will be resurrected to eternal 

life.  

• Those whose name has been written in the Lambs book of life, will eternally enjoy God’s glorious 

Kingdom.  
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• But they (we) will not live forever because of our own faithfulness or suffering.  

• There is no saving power in the blood of the martyrs.  

• Those who enter heaven, whether as martyrs or not, do so through the power of the blood of the 

Lamb.  

• In Revelation 12:11 we read… 

 

They triumphed over him (Satan) by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; 
they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death. (Revelation 12:11) 
 

• It’s because Christ suffered, died, and rose again that history has meaning and purpose.  

• It is because Christ shed his blood for me, and you that we can look forward to spending 

eternity in his presence. 

 

• And that reality should make any circumstance, any sacrifice God calls us to make in this 

life more than worthwhile. 

 

• Our eternal heavenly home, secured by Jesus Christ, is the answer to the God of this world 

(Satan’s) seductions to give in to the ways of this world.  

 

• Anticipating the joy of seeing our Saviors face, and the transformation that we will experience,  

• is the answer to our present discouragement, difficulty, and despair.  

 

• So, lift up your eyes from the trials and difficulties of this life and look to the glorious inheritance 

God has prepared for you, in Christ Jesus. 

• As Jesus said to his disciples, he says to you and me… 

 

"Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. My Father's house 
has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a 
place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with 
me that you also may be where I am. (John 14:1-3) 
 

• As you face this life, the battles, seductions, difficulties, and trials it includes. 

• Face it with a Christ Centered Eternal Perspective. 

• And Do not let your hearts be troubled.  

• Be encouraged, be strengthened, by all Jesus has done for you in the past and prepared for you 

in the future. 

 

• AMEN! 

 

Would You Pray with me… 

 


