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Colossians 1:9-14 

The Supremacy of Christ 

01/15/2023 (Week 02) 

Paul Prays for the Colossian Church 

 

This is my message written prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format and 

any grammatical mistakes. This is meant to be spoken. 

 

Introduction & Review 

 

• So let me ask you a question. 

• Is it your habit to pray for your brothers and sisters in Christ? 

• And if so, what do you pray for them? 

• Is your focus predominantly on their physical or emotional needs,  

• Their health, comfort, safety, success in school or work, financial security, good relationships. 

• Or is there more? 

 

• The answer is a resounding YES, there is much more. 

• And today, as we continue our study through Paul’s letter to the Colossians, 

• He provides us with at least some of the MUCH MORE of Prayer. 

 

• If you remember from last week, in the opening lines of this letter,  

• Paul praised the saints, his faithful brothers in Christ. 

• And in verse 3 he encouraged them by writing… 

 
3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 

(Colossians 1:3) 

 

• Then in verses 9-14 (our passage for today), we discover exactly what Paul is praying for them. 

• And you might be surprised at what we find… 

• There are no appeals for physical health, well-being, security, safety, earthly success, or relational 

harmony.  

• Instead, Paul has two major prayer points for the church. 

 

• And as we look at these two major prayer points, there will be two major applications for us. 

• First and obviously, as we see how Paul prays for his fellow Christians in his day, 

• We can learn how to pray for one another in our day. 

 

• And second and less obvious, as Paul prays specific things for Christians,   

• We can be assured that these are things that we as Christians should pursue in our lives. 

• The fact that Paul prays something for believers means it is something we as believers should 

seek after. 

• Does that make sense? 
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• Okay, now we turn to the first of Paul’s two prayer points… 

 

Paul Prays for Their Spiritual Maturity 

 

• Verse 9… 

 
9 And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be 

filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, (Colossians 1:9) 

 

• Paul (and his companions) pray that the Colossian Christians will have the knowledge of God’s 

will, in all spiritual wisdom and understanding. 

• This is a prayer for their spiritual maturity. 

• Their knowledge and understanding of who God is, what God has done,  

• And specifically, God’s will, what God desires for them and of them. 

 

• Now all Christians can benefit from this prayer, we all need to grow in our knowledge of God’s will. 

• However, there was an immediate need and application for this in the Colossian Church.  

• Because, as we saw last week, they were under attack by false teachers. 

• False teachers who were saying they needed a new philosophy.  

• Special knowledge, wisdom and understanding that would add to and correct the gospel they had 

already received from Epaphras. 

• Remember in verse 8 of Chapter 2 Paul wrote…  

 
8 See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human 

tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ. 

(Colossians 2:8) 

  

• This false philosophy was based on human traditions and spirits of this world. 

• Instead of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

• And apparently, some in the church had fallen prey to these false teachers. 

• So, Paul prays that they will be… 

 

…filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, (Colossians 

1:9) 

 

• Paul wants them to have knowledge and wisdom and understanding about God and from God. 

• So, they might be able to distinguish between false and true teaching. 

  

• Now the Greek word Paul choses for knowledge here is interesting. 

• Often in the NT the word gnosis is used when speaking of knowledge. 

• Gnosis is a more general term for knowing something. 

 

• However, here and in other places, Paul uses the related word epignosis. 

• Epignosis is a knowledge that involves 'full discernment',  

• A knowledge that is fully acquainted with or has a full understanding of something. 

• It is a more precise and correct knowledge. 
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• And Paul often uses it to refer to the knowledge of God. 

• In verse 9 it is knowledge of His will. 

• And in verse 10… Paul prays for an… 

 
10 …increasing in the knowledge (epignosis) of God; (Colossians 1:10) 

 

• Paul desires that his Colossian brothers and sisters in Christ have a precise and correct 

knowledge of God and his will. 

• He prayed for an epignosis which would fill them with spiritual wisdom and understanding. 

 

• Paul knew that a growing precise correct knowledge of God and his will is of the greatest 

importance to the spiritual life and maturity of all Christians. 

• We know this because he didn’t just pray this for the Colossians. 

• We find similar prayers in a number of his epistles. 

• For example, in Ephesians 1:16-17 he wrote… 

 
16 I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, 17 that the God of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in 

the knowledge of him, (Ephesians 1:16-17) 

 

• Paul places great value on what believers know about God and his will. 

• Again, notice the intensity of his prayer for the Colossians… 

 

…we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his 

will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, (Colossians 1:9) 

 

• This prayer for epignosis was not a onetime thing,  

• Apparently, Paul and his fellow workers prayed like this all the time.  

• Because they knew that correct precise spiritual knowledge wisdom and understanding is 

foundational to a sound faith,  

• And, as we will see, it is also foundational for a faithful Christian Walk. 

 

• So, Paul prays for Spiritual Maturity, knowledge of God’s will, spiritual wisdom and understanding. 

• But the question is, how will this prayer be answered? 

• How will the Colossians (and the Riversideans, Riversiders) become spiritually mature. 

• And the answer is, through the work of the Holy Spirit in their/our lives?  

• As Paul wrote to the church in Corinth… 
 

12 Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we 

might understand the things freely given us by God. (1 Corinthians 2:12) 

 

• The Spirt of God empowers us to understand the things of God. 

• He filles us with knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding. 

• But how does the Spirit work. 

• Well, He doesn’t just implant knowledge in our heads. 
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• Yes, He is with us, helping, leading, guiding, comforting, convicting. 

• But he doesn’t just magically give us knowledge, wisdom and understanding. 

 

• He uses (what theologians call) means to impart knowledge. 

• And the primary means he uses is the word of God that he inspired. 

• As Paul wrote to Timothy… 

 
16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 

and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every 

good work. (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 

  

• The God breathed or Spirit inspired scripture teach, reprove and correct our wrong knowledge. 

• Our wrong thinking about God and reveals to us correct precise knowledge of God and his will. 

 

• The Scriptures therefore are our primary source of "knowledge of God’s will". 

• And as we who are in relationship with God, being lead and guided by the Holy Spirit, study the 

word of God,  

• a mature Christian mind, which in fact is what Paul is praying for, is developed. 

 

• So, have you prayed for the Spiritual Maturity of your fellow believers?  

• If you pray for me (your pastor) and I hope you do,  

• Paul’s prayer for the Colossians is what I need you to pray for me. 

 

• It’s also an important prayer for new believers who can be subject to false teaching,  

• But ultimately, it’s something you should pray for yourself and every believer. 

 

• And you ought to be part of the answer to your own prayers!  

• You should not only spend time reading, meditating, studying God's Word. 

• But you should also encourage your fellow believers to do the same. 

  

• Because every believer should be able to recognize and reject the seductive false teaching of this 

world. 

• By having a correct precise knowledge, wisdom and understanding about God from God’s 

word. 

 

• So, the first major point of Paul’s prayer for the saints in Colosse is their Spiritual Maturity. 

• And then second 

 

Paul Prays for Their Earthly Walk  

 

• First Paul prayed for the Colossians knowledge, wisdom and understanding of God’s will. 

• And out of that (their spiritual maturity) flows their walk in this world. 

• Verse 10… 

 
10 so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord… (Colossians 1:10) 
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• Throughout the Hebrew Old Testament, the word "walk" symbolically referred to one's conduct, 

behavior, how you live. 

• and this carried over into the Greek New Testament.  

 

• In the Hebrew mind, knowledge (what you know) and conduct (how you live) were tied together.  

• From their perspective, a person did not truly know or believe something unless he or she did it.  

• As James (a Hebrew wrote) 

 

…faith (what you believe to be true) by itself, if it does not have works (matching conduct) is 

dead… (James 1:17) 

 

• So, in the same way, knowledge without matching behavior is dead (not real, you don’t truly 

know it). 

 

• So, Paul prays for the knowledge of God’s will, 

• But it’s not knowledge for knowledge’s sake. 

• The purpose of this correct precise knowledge of God’s will is so they might walk based on God’s 

will. 

 

• And what does that kind of walking look like? 

• Well, Paul prays for at least 6 Characteristics of a walk that flows from the Knowledge of God’s 

will. 

 

• And again, what follows is both the kind of walk we should pray for others  

• and the kind of walk we should seek to experience in our own lives. 

• First it is…  

 

1. A Worthy Walk 

 

• Verse 10 again… 

 
10 so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord… (Colossians 1:10) 

 

• This is really the over-arching description of the Paul prays for their walk. 

• It should be a walk worthy of the LORD. 

 

• Now what does it mean to walk (live, behave) in a manner worthy of the Lord? 

• Does it mean that we must make ourselves worthy of God's favor?  

• That we become people who deserve or merit or earn gifts from God?  

• Does it mean that when our walk is worthy of the Lord that God is obliged reward or pay us what 
we’re worth. 

• The way a great software engineer, might be worth $300,000 or more to Google? 
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• Well, I don’t think so. 

• Paul doesn’t mean that by our walk we become worthy of the Lord’s favor. 

• He means we are to walk in a way that reflects the worth of the Lord. 
 

• God is the one who is worthy not us. 

• He is the one who is worthy of our honor, praise and worship. 

• And in the same way he is the one who is worthy of a people who walk based on the spiritual 
knowledge of His will that Paul has prayed for us. 
 

• So, we are to walk in such a way that honors the Lord and shows his worth to the world. 

• Peter wrote a similar thing from the human perspective… 

2 Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable,  

• Walk in a manner worthy of the Lord… 

so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds (your worthy 
walk) and glorify God... (1 Peter 2:12) 

• Walking in a manner worthy of the Lord shows the worth (the glory) of God. 
 

• So first and foundationally, our walk is to be worthy of the Lord. 

• It is to be a walk in his will? 
 

• And second, we are to have… 

2. A Pleasing Walk 

• Verse 10 again… 

10 so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him… (Colossians 1:10) 

• Our walk is not only to be worthy of the Lord, 

• It is to be fully pleasing to him. 

• When we walk in a manner that is worthy of the Lord, we show the world his worth his glory. 
 

• But even more importantly we fully please him. 

• It’s a little strange to think about but we, by the way we behave can please God. 

 

• I don’t know exactly what please God means… 

• Does it mean by our worthy walk we bring him pleasure, we put a smile on his face. 

• Whatever it means it’s a positive thing, a thing we as the children of God, should strive to do. 

• By our walk, we must seek to please God? 
 

• So, what does a God pleasing walk entail? 

• Well in Romans 8:8 Paul tells us what it doesn’t look like. 

8 Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. (Romans 8:8) 
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• Those who walk, live in the flesh,  

• Those who seek to fulfill the desires of the flesh,  

• Therefore, if you want to please God you must not walk in the flesh but in the Spirit. 

• As Paul makes clear in Galatians. 

16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. (Galatians 5:16) 

• A walk that pleases God is a walk in the Spirit. 

• A walk that seeks to fulfill the desires of the Spirit. 

• And what are those desires? 

• Well, again in verse 9, Paul’s prayer for the Colossians. 

• That… 

9…you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 
(Colossians 1:9) 

• Remember, it is the Spirit of God (through the word of God) that fills us with the knowledge of 
God’s will. 

• And it’s when we walk in obedience to His will that we are walking in the Spirit. 

• And it’s when we are walking in the spirit, in obedience to God’s will, (in a manner worthy of the 
Lord) that he is pleased with us. 

• So please God by knowing and walking in obedience to his will. 

• And one final thing to know about pleasing God. 

• Hebrews 11:6 says. 

6 And without faith it is impossible to please him, (Hebrews 11:6) 

• So, a walk "worthy of the Lord" a walk that pleases God is walk of faith. 

• It is a life that daily and continually trusts and obeys God in all things.  

• So, by faith we are to walk in the Spirit, we are walk in obedience to the will of God. 
 

• And in that way, our walk is both worthy of and pleasing to the LORD. 

• And flowing from a worthy, pleasing walk comes… 

3. A Fruitful Walk 

 

• Verse 10 again… 

 
10 so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every 

good work… (Colossians 1:10) 

 

• Our walk, the way we live, is to bear fruit. 

• In scripture bearing fruit includes both inner and outer fruit… 

• The inner fruit of a transformed heart, fruit such as love, joy, peace, patience…  

 

• And the outer fruit of a transformed life, fruit that has a positive impact in our world. 

• Fruit such as kindness and gentleness and goodness faithfulness. 
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• Now here in Colossians1:10, I think Paul is speaking mostly about the fruit that impacts our world. 

• Because it is related to every good work. 

• It has an outward thrust. 

 

• Good works include such things as… 

• Proclaiming the gospel to a lost world. 

• Helping, ministering too, encouraging those in need.  

• Praying and encouraging your brothers and sisters in Christ and those in the world. 

• Serving your Church 

• Giving financially to the Lord’s work. 

 

• These and many other actions are known as good works. 

• And it’s the fruit (the results) of these kinds of good works that Paul is praying for. 

 

• Now unfortunately, good works can often get a bad rap. 

• Why? 

• Because we evangelical Christians, as I did in the previous point and will continue to do,  

• spend a lot of time making sure everyone knows that we cannot earn God’s favor with our good 

works. 

 

• We cannot be saved by works but by God’s grace through faith. 

• In fact, one of our favorite verses is Ephesians 2:8-9 that says… 

 
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift 

of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9) 

 

• So, the fact that salvation does not come as a result of our works (good or otherwise) can cause 

us to downplay the importance of fruit bearing good works. 

 

• But that was never Paul’s intent. 

• Paul knows that every man-made religious system teaches some form of salvation by good works. 

• If you want God or the Gods or the Force to let you into Heaven, Paradise, Nirvana wherever,  

• You need to do good works.  

• Your good works must outweigh your bad. 

 

• And if you do enough good then you might earn enough merit to be saved. 

• That’s a summary of every human religion that has ever existed. 

• Because unfortunately that’s how the human mind thinks about salvation. 

 

• Like the Philippian Jailer asked Paul Acts 16… 

• Our first question is… 

 

…what must I do to be saved? (Acts 16:30) 
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• Therefore, in Ephesians and elsewhere,  

• Paul’s intent was to be clear that no amount of good works saves anyone. 

• His intent, however, was not to say that we don’t need to do good works PERIOD. 

 

• Because throughout Scripture the importance of good works is clear. 

• Colossians 1:10 being a good example.  

• Paul wants believers to bear fruit in every good work 

 

• But the best example is found in Ephesians 2:10 

• Not coincidentally right after Paul tells us we are saved by grace through faith and not by good 

works. 

• He writes… 

 
10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand, that we should walk in them. (Ephesians 2:10) 

 

• Not only are we to bear fruit by doing good works. 

• We were in fact created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

• It is our purpose (for the glory of God) to walk in (to live out) the good works God prepares for us. 

 

• So, while human religion teaches you are saved by your good works. 

• The Bible teaches that you are saved to do good works.  

• Salvation then good works. 

• Fruit bearing good works are the outworking of Christ's life in his people. 

  

• So, Paul prays that the Colossians would have a worthy, pleasing, fruitful walk by doing 

every Good Work that God prepared for them. 

• And along with this, Paul also prayed for… 

 

4. A Knowledgeable Walk 

 

• Verse 10 again… 

 
10 so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every 

good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; (Colossians 1:10) 

 

• Paul prays not only that the Colossians will have a precise correct knowledge of God’s will. 

• But also, that they will have a precise correct knowledge (epignosis) of God himself. 

 

• And as I already said God has reveled himself in his word and we can participate in the answer to 

this pray to know him more by spending time reading Scripture. 

• Learning (increasing our knowledge of God). 

• As the proverb says… 

 
17 I love those who love me, and those who seek me diligently find me. (Proverbs 8:17) 
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• As we seek the Lord in his word we will find him, our knowledge of Him will increase. 

• But here in Colossians Paul emphasizes another way for our knowledge of God to increase. 

• He draws the connection between action and knowledge. 

 

…bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; (Colossians 1:10) 

 

• In the Greek the word and is a general connector of phrases. 

• It can also be translated so then or therefore.  

• Paul knew that as they continued "bearing fruit in every good work,"  

• they would continue “increasing in the knowledge of God."  

 

• And the reverse is true as well, as we continue to increase in the knowledge of God, 

• We will continue to bear fruit in every good work. 

• I believe that’s what Jesus is saying in John 15:5. 

 
5 I am the vine; you are the branches.  

 

• We are connected to Christ; we are in Christ. 

 

Whoever abides in me and I in him,  

 

• As we abide (dwell, remain in relationship with) as our experiential knowledge of him increases. 

 

he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. (John 15:5) 

 

• So, the connection between our relationship with Christ and our fruit bearing is clear. 

• They are necessary to one another, and they build on one another. 

 

• The one who knows Christ will desire to serve him by doing good works that bear fruit. 

• And the one who serves Christ by doing good works that bear fruit desires to know him. 

 

• So, Paul prays for a fruitful, knowledgeable walk and then he prays for… 

 

5. A Powerful Walk 

 

• Verse 11… 

 
11 being strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and 

patience with joy; (Colossians 1:11) 

 

• The power which Paul prayed upon the church is immense,  

• The word strengthened is the Greek dynamo and it is present continuous. 

• Being continuously strengthened with all power. 

• And the strengthening power is derived from God’s glorious might. 

  

  



11 

• So, Paul prays that the Colossians will have colossal power! 

• Power for what? 

• The purpose of the power is, first, for  

 

Endurance 

 

• This word was often used in military context, and it meant to stand one’s ground. 

• The kind of endurance Paul prays for is that which "enables one to hold one's position in 

battle."  

 

• He probably had in mind the false teachers that were trying to destroy the Colossian church.  

• Paul was praying that the saints would be empowered to stand ... endure ... persevere ... remain 

steadfast...  

• That they would (to quote Galaxy Quest) never give up, never surrender. 

 

• Sir Winston Churchill was invited back to his alma mater, Harrow, to address the students near 

the end of his storied life of public service, which included guiding Britain through her darkest and 

finest hours.  

• When the five-foot, five-inch bulldog of a man took the platform, everyone waited breathlessly 

upon his words, and they would never forget what they heard:  

 

"Young gentlemen, never give up. Never give up. Never give up! Never! Never! Never!"  

 

• With that he sat down.  

• That’s what Paul is praying for the Colossians,  

• Colossal power to never, never, never give up. 

• To endure the attacks of the enemy (in whatever form) until the end. 

 

• So, the first purpose of the power Paul prayed for was endurance (standing firm, never giving 

up)  

• And to that he added  

 

Patience 

 

• The power to be patient.  

• or as the Greek more literally says, "long-suffering." 

  

• It seems that "endurance" focuses on difficult circumstances or temptation. 

• You are to stand firm in the midst of any attack from the enemy,  

• Including the temptation to follow these false teachers. 

  

• Patience on the other hand is probably in reference to difficult people.  

• Paul was praying that the Colossians would have a long-suffering, patient spirit as they related to 

one another and to those outside the Church.  
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• If you remember back in verse 3 he praised them for… 

 

…the love that you have for all the saints, (Colossians 1:4) 

 

• But I’m sure that love was often tested, because people can be difficult to deal with. 

• Not you guys, other people of course. 

• So, to fortify their love Paul prays for God to empower them with patience. 

 

• And notice one final thing. 

• Paul is not praying for behavior only. 

• Okay, guys, buck up, endure, be patient whether you want to or not, where it makes you happy or 

not. 

• Just do it… 

 

• That is Nike’s motto not the Apostle Paul’s. 

• Paul is praying that their endurance and patience will include JOY! 

 
11 being strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and 

patience with joy; (Colossians 1:11) 

 

• Paul prays that as they face difficult circumstances and difficult people. 

• They will not only have patience and endurance but Joy. 

 

• It is this unique and amazing JOY in difficulty that is a mark of a true Christian. 

• For us difficulties in life do not negate our Joy in the LORD. 

• As Paul wrote to the church in Corinth, as servants of the Lord we are… 

 
10 as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing… 2 Corinthians 6:10 

 

• Which means, even in the midst of sorrowful times (difficult times of grieving) we can always 

rejoice in the Lord,  

• Rejoice that God is still in control,  

• Rejoice that the sorrows of this world are temporal and our joy in the Lord is eternal. 

 

• But this joy in times of endurance and patience is not always easy. 

• It can only come through the power of his glorious might. 

• Therefore, we must pray for our brothers and sisters.  

 

• "Lord, by your Power, give them endurance in difficulties and patience with people.” 

• And as they face these difficulties give them Joy in YOU! 

 

• We need to pray like this for one another… 

• Because a church with "endurance, patience and joy" is a great church.  

• It is a church that walks in the power of the Lord bearing fruit with every good work. 
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• And that takes us to our final walk. Paul prays for… 

 

6. A Thankful Walk 

 

• Flowing out of the Joy we have in the Lord… 

• verses 12 begins. 

 

 12 giving thanks to the Father…  (Colossians 1:12) 

 

• Along with JOY, an attitude of thanksgiving should permeate our walk with the Lord. 

• We cannot walk worthy of Him without constantly giving him thanks for who he is and all he has 

done and will do for us. 

 

• But for some reason we humans can find it difficult to give thanks. 

• I’m reminded of the Story in Luke 17 when Jesus cleanses 10 Lepers but only one returns to 

thank him. 

 

• Those 9 Lepers are not unique. 

• Recently I read this story… 

• Many years ago Northwestern University had a lifesaving team that assisted passengers on Lake 

Michigan boats.  

• On September 8, 1860, the Lady Elgin foundered near the campus, and a ministerial student 

named Edward Spencer personally rescued seventeen people.  

• The exposure from that episode permanently damaged his health, and he was unable to continue 

preparation for the ministry.  

• Some years later when he died, it was noted that not one of the seventeen people he had saved 

ever came to thank him. 

 

• People have trouble humbling themselves and giving thanks to one another and to God. 

• But we must be different. 

• Because we are different. 

 

• Believers who walk worthy of Christ must continually give thanks to God for many things, 

• But specifically for our salvation.  

• Why?  

• Paul lists three specific reasons in verses 12 to 14.  

• First, in verse 12  

 
12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in 

light. (Colossians 1:12) 

 

• Former pagans of Colosse and Riverside. 

• God the Father (through his Son Jesus Christ) has accomplished a great work in your life. 

• He has qualified you (in Christ) to share in the inheritance of the saints. 
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• This inheritance was formerly, exclusively Israel’s,  

• but through Christ it now extends to Gentile believers  

• We become co-heirs with Jewish believers, joint heirs with Jesus.  

 

• This should cause us to thank the Father. 

• Because our salvation (and our inheritance) comes as a divine gift,  

• Again, the Father (through the Son) qualified us for this inheritance. 

• We did not and could not earn it with any good work. 

• This great inheritance is a free gift from God to those who trust in Him. 

 

• And the fact that our inheritance is “in the light” gives us further reason to thank God for our 

salvation. 

• In saving us he has called us out of darkness into the light. 

 

• You and I once lived in darkness,  

• We were slaves to sin. 

• We were separated from God.  

• We were destine to experience eternal damnation and the wrath of God. 

• But as Peter wrote… 

 
9 But NOW you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 

possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness 

into his marvelous light. (1 Peter 2:9) 

 

• The Father qualified you for this inheritance. 

• He chose you to be one of his people. 

• He called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 

• Why?  

• That you may proclaim His excellencies, that you might give him thanks in such a way that he is 

glorified.  

 

• So first, we give thanks to God for our salvation because God not only qualified us to be saved,  

• But he also gives us a great inheritance. 

 

• And the next reason for a thankful walk is closely associated with the first.  

• Verse 13 says: 

 
13 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his 

beloved Son, (Colossians 1:13) 

 

• The word for "transferred" is used in other places to describe a mighty king picking up a whole 

population and deporting it to another realm.  

 

• That has already been accomplished,  

• Once we lived in darkness, but now we have been deported into "the kingdom of his beloved Son"  

• And as those who are in the beloved Son’s Kingdom, we too will experience the Father’s love. 
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• We too will be his beloved Children for all eternity. 

• For this reason, we give thanks to God our Father. 

 

• The final reason for thanksgiving is, as verse 14 says:  

 
14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. (Colossians 1:14) 

 

• We have been redeemed 

• God bought, purchased us from the slave market, and our sins have been forgiven.  

• Our sins are no longer counted against us. 

• Why?  

• Because we are in Christ, in whom we have redemption. 

• In Christ we experience redemption and the forgiveness of sins. 

 

• Because Christ (at the cross) paid the price for our redemption with his blood. 

• And Christ took our sins upon himself that we might be forgiven.  

• And our response must be one of undying thanksgiving. 

• AMEN and AMEN 

 

• And that is the end of Paul’s prayer for the Colossians Church 

• And I pray that this prayer becomes a model for us to pray for one another. 

 

• Why not commit yourself… to pray as Paul did. 

• Not that you can’t or shouldn’t pray for health and safety and security and good relationships. 

 

• But why not commit yourself to pray for both the Spiritual Maturity and the Earthly Walk of your 

fellow believers. 

• Of your fellow church members. 

 

• A church which is growing in the knowledge of God and his will,  

• and is walking worthy of him, will do great things.  

• So I would call upon you as I call upon myself to pray fervently and regularly for the Spiritual 

Maturity and Earthly walk of your brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 

• Would you pray with me… 


