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The Supremacy of Christ 

01/29/2023 (Week 04) 

Christ’s Supreme Work of Reconciliation 

 

This is my message written prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format and 

any grammatical mistakes. This is meant to be spoken. 

 

Introduction & Review 

 

• Please open your Bibles to Colossians Chapter 1 

• Where we continue our series on the Supremacy of Christ. 

• Last week we looked at verses 15-18. 

• And today we’ll be looking at verses 19-23. 

 

• Now if you remember, last week I said that these verses are at the heart of Paul’s Letter to the 

Colossians. 

• The Church was facing attacks from false teachers claiming that they needed more than Christ. 

• They need to follow other philosophies and visions as well as doing certain “religious” 

activities including the worship of angels. 

 

• And so Epaphras, who was from Colosse but became a believer when Paul was in Ephesus, 

travels to Rome, where Paul is under house arrest. 

• His purpose is to get Paul’s help in combating these false teachings. 

 

• And Paul’s help comes in the form of this brilliant letter to the church in Colosse. 

• Now he could have chosen to attack these false teachers directly. 

 

• But instead, he wisely choses to proclaim The Supremacy of Christ in all things. 

• To show that Christ (not these false teachers and their empty deceitful philosophies) 

• greater than all, fully sufficient and supreme overall. 

 

• AND in the verses, we looked at last week and those we will look at today we find the clearest 

presentation of the supremacy of Christ anywhere in the Bible. 

• So, what I am going to do, as we begin, is read verses 15-18 and make a few summarizing 

comments. 

 

• And then read verses 19-23,  

• This will help us review and connect what we saw last week with what we will look at today. 

• Of Jesus Christ, Paul writes… 

 
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all things 

were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 

rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all 

things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is 

the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 

(Colossians 1:15-18) 
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• Now last week, from these verses, we saw Christ’s Preeminence (his firstness, his supremacy) in 

three areas. 

• First, the Preeminence of His Character – He is the image of the invisible God,  

• he is very God of very God. 

 

• Second, we saw His Preeminent in Creation. 

• He is the firstborn (highest rank) of all creation. 

• Because he is the creator of all creation. For by him all things were created. 

• And He is the purpose of all creation. All things were created for him. 

• And finally, he is the sustainer of creation. In him all things hold together. 

• So, Christ is preeminent in his Character and his Creation. 

• And third, we saw Christ’s Preeminence in his church.  

• He is the head of the body, the church. 

 

• So that was last week. 

• Now let me continue by reading the verses we’ll look at today… 

 

 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to 

himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 
21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has now 

reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and 

above reproach before him, 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not 

shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation 

under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister. (Colossians 1:15-23) 

 

• Again, in verses 15-18 we saw Christ’s Preeminence in His Character, Creation and Church. 

• Now, as we look at verses 19-23, we’re going to focus on one more area of Christ’s 

preeminence or supremacy. 

• That is His Work of Reconciliation.  

 

• So, we first need to understand what reconciliation means? 

• The word reconcile or reconciled that Paul uses in verses 19 and 22 are the same Greek word 

apokatallassō (A-PO-KAT-ALLA-SO) 

 

• And it simply means to restore to a former state of harmony. 

• When two people are separated or estranged, 

• We ask, is there any chance at reconciliation (restoration of their broken relationship)? 

 

• I just finished listening to an audio book titled American Ulysses, A Life of Ulysses S. Grant. 

• And for any who don’t know. 

• Grant was the Commanding General of the Union forces at the end of the Civil War. 

• He accepted the South’s (General Lee’s) surrender at Appomattox Courthouse in Northern 

Virginia in April of 1865. 

• And later he became the 18th President of the United States. 
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• And in both roles, he was involved in what was called Reconstruction. 

• Reconstruction began following the South’s Surrender in 1865 and lasted until 1877. 

• It was a time in which efforts were made to reintegrate Southern states from the Confederacy and 

4 million newly freed (former slaves) into the United States. 

 

• And the thing that struck me about reconstruction was that it was actually an attempt at 

reconciliation. 

• An attempt to bring back a former state of (if not harmony), functionality within the United 

States. 

 

• The southern states had Seceded from the union.  

• They had rebelled against their Nation.  

• They had in many was forced a war with their fellow countrymen. 

 

• But once defeated, by necessity, there needed to be a restoration of the broken relationship 

between the North and the South. 

• Now reconstruction (this attempted reconciliation) was fraught with difficulty,  

• mainly because of the South’s unwillingness to accept that their former slaves now had rights 

as citizens. 

• Especially the right to Vote. 

• But eventually, all of the Southern states were readmitted to the union and there was at least on 

the surface much needed reconciliation. 

 

• So, reconciliation can take place between individuals, between nations, really anywhere a 

relationship has been broken. 

 

• But nowhere is reconciliation more needed than between God and Man. 

• We, humanity in Adam, were once in a harmonious relationship with God. 

 

• But like the South, Adam rebelled, but his rebellion (his sin) was against God Himself. 

• and each one of us proves we are sons and daughters of Adam by our personal rebelled (sin, 

disobedience) against God. 

• At the Fall, and since the fall, Humanities relationship with God was broken. 

• As the Prophet Isaiah proclaimed… 

 
2 but your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have 

hidden his face from you so that he does not hear. (Isaiah 59:2) 

 

• Because of our iniquities (our sin) there exists a separation between God and Man. 

• But God has provided a way of reconciliation, restoration of relationship with Him. 

• And it is this reconciliation that Paul writes about in our passage for today. 

 

• And as we examine these verses, it is my prayer that for any who are not reconciled to God,  

• they will see not only what God through Christ has done to restore relationship with them, 

• But they will respond by trusting in him and being reconciled to Him. 
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• And for those of us who’ve been reconciled to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

• It’s my prayer that today we will grow in our understanding of, appreciation for and proclamation 

of Christ’s Supreme Work of Reconciliation. 

 

• Yes, I said Proclamation, because that’s what Paul instructs in his 2nd letter to the church in 

Corinth. 

• After declaring Christ’s great work of reconciliation, Paul writes… 

 
20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore 

you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. (2 Corinthians 5:20) 

 

• So, as we now turn to Colossians and our study of Christ’s Supreme work of Reconciliation,  

• Know that it’s both something we experience and something we proclaim to others. 

• And the first thing we see is… 

 

1. God’s Pleasure in Christ’s Reconciling Work 

 

• In verse 19 we read… 

 
19 For in him (in Christ) all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, (Colossians 1:19) 

 

• Now this strongly reinforces what Paul has said earlier written about Christ being the image of 

the invisible God. 

• That seeing Christ meant you were seeing God. 

• As opposed to the false teachers who were promoting other things besides Christ. 

• Paul is making it clear that everything you need (the fullness of God) is found in Christ. 

• Colossians 2:9 says it even more explicitly:  

 
9 For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, (Colossians 2:9) 

 

• Fullness means that the totality of divine power and attributes is in Christ.  

• The whole fullness, all the full fullness 

• Jesus Christ is the fully, completely, totally, God 

  

• Also, notice that the fullness is said to dwell in him.  

• The word dwell means to inhabit permanently. 

• It is not temporary.  

• The fullness of God was, is, and will remain in Christ Jesus. 

 

• This means that the Colossians (and us) need not look anywhere else except to Jesus for the full 

revelation of God's nature.  

• If God was merely somewhere out there, just a distant theological concept,  

• then only brilliant theologians and philosophers could hope to understand him. 
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• But God’s fullness is in Christ, and all we must do is look at him.  

• As we see him in the Gospels, as we read about him in the epistle, and as we hear him preached,  

• we can know what God is like. 

• Again, we saw this last week, and Paul is (and therefore I am) reinforcing it here. 

 

• But there is something new as well, here in verse 19. 

• We also learn that God (presumably God the Father) found pleasure (was pleased) to have all his 

fullness dwell in him (in Christ.)  

• This (D. A. Carson says) expresses the sovereignty and mystery of God’s will. 

• The incarnation (God becoming man, Emmanuel, God with us) was God’s plan and it pleased him 

to put it into action. 

 

• Now why was God pleased by this. 

• Well, verse 20 goes on to explain... 

• God was pleased that his fullness dwelt in bodily form in Jesus Christ… 

 
20 and (or that) through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven... 

(Colossians 1:20) 

 

• It was God's pleasure to fully dwell in Christ so he could reconcile to himself all things through 

Christ. 

• God is pleased that all things, whether on earth or in heaven will be reconciled to him through 

Christ. 

• So, this reconciliation is not just between God and Man, but it involves all things. 

 

• God means to reconcile creation to himself.  

• Creation suffered a curse because of the Fall (the sin of Adam and Eve). 

• In Genesis 3:17-18 God says to Adam… 

 
17…cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 18 

thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you... (Genesis 3:17-18) 

 

• And in Romans 8:20-22, Paul tells what man's sin has meant for creation and promises 

reconciliation (restoration)… 

 
20 For the creation was subjected to futility (when Adam sinned), not willingly, but because of 

him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to 

corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that the 

whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. (Romans 8:20-

22) 

 

• Creation is not as it was meant to be, it’s in bondage to corruption. 

• It groans to be set free and to be brought back into harmony with God, like it was before the Fall.  

• And Paul promises restoration, that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to 

corruption 

 



6 

• One day the curse will be reversed. 

• Thorns and thistles will be no more. 

• Creation will be set free from corruption and restored to it’s proper state.  

 

• But that’s not the main focus of these verses. 

• The main focus, the main source of God’s pleasure of dwelling in Christ is the reconciliation of 

sinners to himself. 

 

• That’s what we see moving forward… 

• "God was pleased" to have his fullness dwell in Jesus and through Jesus to bring about the 

reconciliation of many. 

 

• Reconciliation (Salvation) is God's joyous work.  

• And that takes us to our second point… 

 

2. God’s Procedure in Christ’s Reconciling Work 

 

• How is this reconciliation accomplished? 

• What is God’s procedure of reconciliation through Christ? 

• And the answer to this question is seen in both verses 20 and 22:  

• In verse 20 we read… 

 
20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making 

peace by the blood of his cross. (Colossians 1:20) 

 

• Reconciliation, peace was made possible by the blood of his Cross,  

• And then in verse 22 we read… 

 

he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death… (Colossians 1:22)  

 

• God's procedure of reconciliation of all things (especially sinners) is the death of Christ. 

• And it’s important for us to understand that in every reference to reconciliation between God and 

man in the New Testament, it is God who takes the initiative. 

• In Romans 5 Paul writes… 

 
10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much 

more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 11 More than that, we also 

rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received 

reconciliation. (Romans 5:10-11) 

 

• It was while we were God’s enemies that he reconciled us to himself through the death of His 

Son. 

• It is because of Christ’s death on the cross that peace can be made with enemies. 

• It is through Christ, due to nothing we have done, that we are reconciled to God. 
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• We see this also in 2 Corinthians chapter 5… 

 
18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself …19 that is, in Christ God 

was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, (2 

Corinthians 5:18-19) 

 

• I hope you see, reconciliation to God is an explicitly one-sided procedure!  

• He does virtually everything.  

• All we must do (as we will see) is respond in faith, to trust in Christ alone. 

 

• Your reconciliation with God took nothing less than the death of God's only Son;  

• …in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself,  

• And how did the death of Christ accomplish our reconciliation with God? 

• Verse 21… 

 
21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God. (2 Corinthians 5:19, 21) 

 

• Even though God the Son was sinless, perfect, holy, righteous in all ways… 

• For our sake, God the Father made God the Son to be sin. 

 

• I am not totally sure I know everything it means that Jesus was made to be sin. 

• But what I do know is that Jesus took my sin upon himself. 

• For my sake he endured the shame of the cross. 

• For my sake he endured separation from His Father. 

• For my sake he took my sin for which I deserved death, upon himself. 

• For my sake he experienced the wrath of God that that rightly belonged to me. 

 

• For my sake he did all of this that in him, I might become the righteousness of God. 

• That I, that we who are in Christ, we have trusted in Christ, might become righteous before God. 

• And therefore, experience reconciliation with God. 

• That we might be restored to right relationship with God. 

 

• God, through Christ did it all for our sake! 

• As Paul wrote in Romans 8… 

 
32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all… (Romans 8:32) 

 

• God gave up his Son to be a Sacrificial offering for our Sin. 

• Christ became sin and experienced the fate of the sinner, for the sake of the sinner. 

• The Cross is the ultimate evidence of just how far the love of God was willing to go to accomplish 

our reconciliation. 

 

• So, we’ve seen God’s Procedure in the reconciling work of Christ. 

• But now we need to see God’s Pleasure in His Procedure. 

• God was not only pleased that the fullness of God dwelt in Christ. 
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• He was pleased with outcome of the fullness of God dwelling in Christ. 

• He was pleased with the Procedure in Christ’s Reconciling Work. 

 

• Let me be clear… 

• It was not only God’s plan and pleasure that Christ became a man. 

• It was also God’s plan and pleasure that he suffered and died on the cross that we might be 

reconciled to him. 

• Writing of the coming Messiah, Isaiah (in the NASB) says… 

 
10 But the LORD was pleased to crush Him, putting Him to grief; If He would render Himself as 
a guilt offering, He will see His offspring, He will prolong His days, And the good pleasure of 
the LORD will prosper in His hand. (Isaiah 53:10 NASB) 
 

• This is a little hard to understand. 

• It’s a prophecy of the coming Messiah, which was fulfilled in Jesus Christ. 

 

• So, was God pleased to crush Jesus for the sake of crushing. 

• Was God pleased to cause Jesus’ grief for the sake of grief. 

 

• No, it was the purpose of the crushing grief that pleased God,  

• It was the fact that the Christ, the Messiah would become a guilt offering for lost sinners. 

• That through his death on the cross many would be reconciled to God. 

• And that’s what we see in our third point… 

 

3. God’s Purpose in Christ’s Reconciling Work 

 

• Verse 21 sets the stage… 

 
21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, (Colossians 1:21) 

 

• If Paul is going to explain the purpose of Christ’s reconciling work,  

• he must first establish the need for Christ’s reconciling work. 

• That’s what verse 21 clearly does. 

• In Romans Paul said we were God’s enemies. 

• Here he says we were alienated from God. 

• We were alienated enemies of God. 

 

• That word alienated is very powerful in the Greek. 

• It means to be totally shut out from one’s fellowship and intimacy. 

• And it indicates a persistent and permanent condition. 

 

• And the reason for our continuous alienation from God  

• is a mind that was hostile to him and a body that performs evil deeds against him.  
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• I know it’s fashionable in our culture to believe that people are basically good. 

• If only children could be raised properly, they would turn into adults who live properly and goodly. 

 

• But the Bible teaches, and society proves that without Christ, having a hostile mind and doing 

evil deeds is the way all people are. 

• But, again, humanity doesn't like to hear it. 

 

• When a great eighteenth-century Christian woman and encourager of God's servants, Lady 

Huntingdon, invited one of her friends, the Duchess of Buckingham, to hear George Whitefield 

preach, she received this reply: 

 

... It is monstrous to be told, that you have a heart as sinful as the common wretches that 

crawl on the earth. This is highly offensive and insulting; and I cannot but wonder that your 

ladyship should relish any sentiments so much at variance with high rank and good breeding. 

(Duchess of Buckingham) 

 

• Paul's pronouncement that we are alienated from God ... hostile ... [with] evil behavior  

• may sound a bit harsh to us too, but it is terribly true.  

 

• Theologian Charles Hodge points out the overwhelming need of humanity:  

• This is a little long, but I think it’s worth our consideration… 

 

• Our guilt is great because our sins are exceedingly numerous.  

• It is not merely outward acts of unkindness and dishonesty with which we are chargeable;  

• our habitual and characteristic state of mind is evil in the sight of God.  

• Our pride, vanity, and indifference to His will and to the welfare of others,  

• our selfishness, our loving the creature more than the Creator, are continuous violations of 
His holy law.  

• We have never been or done what that law requires us to be and to do.  
 

• We have never had that delight in the divine perfection,  

• that sense of dependence and obligation,  

• that fixed purpose to do the will and promote the glory of God,  

• which constitutes the love which is our first and highest duty.  

• We are always sinners.  

• we are at all times and under all circumstances in opposition to God,  

• because we are never what His law requires us to be.  
 

• If we have never made it our purpose to do His will,  

• if we have never made His glory the end of our actions,  

• then our lives have been an unbroken series of transgressions.  

• Our sins are not to be numbered by the conscious violations of duty;  

• They are as numerous as the moments of our existence.  (Charles Hodge) 

 

• Both Paul and Hodge make the terrible condition of Humanity clear. 

• Alienated, Hostile, Evil 

  



10 

• But God, Thank God for his reconciling purpose… 

• Which we see in verse 22... 

 
22 he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and 

blameless and above reproach before him (Colossians 1:22) 

 

• On the one hand, Scriptures declare the darkest possibilities for man apart from Christ, 

• Alienated, Enemies of God, Hostile to God, Sinful, Evil, Hell Bound, Wrath Receivers ect…  

• But on the other hand, for those who are in Christ, who trust in Christ alone. 

• Scripture gives the highest, noblest vision… 

• Reconciled to God, Forgiven and Saved from our sin, Justified, Righteous, Holy, 

Blameless, Heaven Bound, Eternal Life Receiver… 

  

• When one is reconciled to Christ,  

• he or she will be presented before him as holy, without blame, and beyond reproach.  

• This person is then in Christ, therefore a "co-heir" of Christ's promises and will remain forever 

holy, in the glorious presence of the Holy God 

 

• If we’ve been reconciled, this is our position in Christ, before God right now,  

• and it will be increasingly true in our life as we grow into his image.  

• R. C. Sproul tells us: 

 

• Luther used a simple analogy to explain the process of our reconciliation and transformation.  

• He described the condition of a patient who was mortally ill.   

• The doctor proclaimed that he had medicine that would surely cure the man.  

• The instant the medicine was administered, the doctor declared that the patient was well.  

• At that instant the patient still had the symptoms of his sickness,  

• but as soon as the medicine passed his lips and entered his body the patient was guaranteed 

wellness and began to get well.  

 

• So it is with our reconciliation and transformation.  

• As soon as we truly believe, that very instant we are fully cured, and we start to get better;  

• the process of becoming pure and holy is underway and its future completion is certain. 

 

• Brothers and sisters in Christ… 

• In light of Christ’s Supreme Yet Costly Work of Reconciliation in our lives… 

• A reconciliation with the purpose of presenting us holy and blameless, above reproach before 

God. 

• We ought to do everything in our power to be practically blameless and holy in this life.  

• We ought to fully submit to the work of God’s Spirit in our lives,  

• Daily (moment by moment even) inviting him to continue to transform us into what we already are 

in Christ Jesus… 

• That is, Blameless and Holy and Above Reproach. 
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• We are in Christ and therefore we must live like Christ. 

• We must submit ourselves ever more completely to the work of God in our lives...  

 
13 for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure. (Philippians 

2:13) 

 

• I think that’s the heart of God’s pleasure in our reconciliation through Christ. 

• That we (formerly lost sinners) 

• Formerly alienated from God and Hostile to God… 

• Formerly engaged in evil deeds. 

• We are now in Christ, holy and blameless before Him. 

• And we are now in the process of becoming who we are in Christ. 

• That’s the purpose of Christ’s reconciling work. 

• Amen! 

 

• And that brings us to our final point. 

• We have seen God’s Pleasure, Procedure and Purpose in the reconciling work of Christ. 

• But in verse 23 he turns to the reconciled… 

• And we see… 

 

4. Our Response to Christ’s Reconciling Work 

 

• In verse 22, Paul has said that by Christ’s death, God has reconciled us so we can come before 

him Holy and Blameless… 

• Then verse 23 begins with the word “if” 

 
23 if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the 

gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which 

I, Paul, became a minister. (Colossians 1:23) 

 

• So, our response to Christ’s reconciling work in our lives is not a good deed to balance out our evil 

deeds, 

• It’s not practicing certain religious rituals. 

 

• It is something though. 

• It’s continuance in the faith. 

• It’s by grace through faith in Jesus Christ that we are saved (reconciled to God). 

• And it is by continuing in faith (trust in Christ) that we live out that reconciliation. 

 

• We are to be stable and steadfast in your faith. 

• Holding firm to the faith not shifting from the hope of the gospel. 

• Sub-text – not following those false teachers. 
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• But continuing to trust in the gospel that has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven… 

• Trusting in the gospel what is being proclaimed and will continue to be proclaimed throughout the 

entire world. 

 

• And don’t forget me, Paul says, this is the gospel I proclaim, the gospel I am a mister of. 

• So simply put, our response to Christ’s reconciling work is continuing in the true faith of the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

• Now this might seem like Paul is questioning their faith or allowing for the possibility that they will 

lose their faith. 

• But, according to Greek scholars that is not the sense here.  

• Paul is not expressing doubt as to whether they will continue on;  

• It is more like… "if you stand firm in the faith — and I am sure you will."  

 

• I think Paul wants to be clear… 

• He’s not saying that there will be those have true faith in the gospel,  

• but for some reason don’t continue in it and therefore will not be reconciled to God (will not be 

saved). 

 

• He’s saying that those with true faith will continue in it,  

• And if some don’t continue in it, 

• If they don’t persevere, then their faith was not true. 

• We can be sure of this because other passages that make it very clear… 

• For example in Ephesians 1:13-14 Paul writes.. 

 
13 In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and 

believed in him,  

• When you believe, when you put your faith in Christ… you… 

were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we 

acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. (Ephesians 1:13-14)  

 

• For those who believe they receive the Holy Spirit who is a guarantee of their inheritance. 

• A guarantee, if you will, of their permanent reconciliation with God. 

 

• Okay, I just wanted to be clear on that… 

• Paul is not talking about people who truly believe and then reject their faith. 

 

• But he is making the point that, saving faith is a persevering and enduring faith,  

• anchored in hope. 

• And we must therefore be engaged in the continuance of our faith. 

• the gospel does not work like magic.  

• Our mind (intellect), our heart (emotions), and our will (our actions) must be involved.  
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• If we are to continue and grow in our faith. 

• Our minds must feed on Christ and his Word.  

• Our hearts must focus on him in love.  

• And our wills must follow him in obedience.  

• Put simply the reconciled must respond by living for Christ. 

 

• And of course, living for Christ (continuing in your faith) involves many things. 

• Trust in Christ, Obedience to Christ, Service to Christ, Love for Christ, Love of Other as Christ 

Commanded, and we could go on… 

 

• But I want to end our time by focusing on what I believe is a crucial response for those who are 

reconciled to God. 

• And that response is proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ to those who are not reconciled to 

God. 

• Paul hints at it here in Colossians 1:23 when he says speaking of the gospel… 

 
23 … and of which I, Paul, became a minister. (Colossians 1:23) 

 

• What does it mean to be a minister of the gospel. 

• Paul will go on in verses 1:24-2:5 to focus on his ministry which involves proclaiming the gospel. 

• So that’s the hint, Paul (who was reconciled to God) became a minister, a proclaimer of the 

gospel. 

 

• But you might say, well that was just the Great Apostle Paul, that’s not me! 

• And maybe the Church in Corinth was saying something similar, 

• Because in 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 Paul makes it very, very, very clear that proclaiming the gospel 

is a necessary response for all who are reconciled to God. 

• We’ve touched on these verses already, but I want us to see them in full as we close. 

 
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the 

new has come. 18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself…  

 

• Are you in Christ? 

• Have you trusted in Christ?  

• Have you been reconciled to God through Christ? 

• Then God has and is in the process of making you a new creation. 

• He is at work transforming you into who you are,  

• One who is holy, blameless above reproach… 

 

And [He] gave us the ministry of reconciliation;  

 

• Like Paul, all who are reconciled to God, have been given the ministry of reconciliation. 

• And what is involved in that ministry? 

 
19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses 

against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.  
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• God’s part in the ministry of reconciliation is reconciling the world to himself,  

• As we have seen Christ’s death made reconciliation with God possible. 

• God does the reconciling through the finished work of Jesus Christ on the Cross. 

 

• And our part involves the message of reconciliation. 

• We get a message. 

• It’s the Message we have heard today in Colossians. 

• It’s the message of reconciliation with God through Jesus Christ. 

• It’s the gospel. 

• And what are we to do with that message. 

 
20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us.  

 

• We are ambassadors, representatives of Christ in this world. 

• We are God’s voice; we speak for God about God to a lost world. 

• And what do we say? 

 

We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made him to be 

sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. (2 

Corinthians 5:17-21) 

 

• That’s the message reconciliation. 

• On behalf of Christ, through Christ’s supreme work of reconciliation,  

• Because Christ who knew no sin became sin, took your sin upon himself that you might 

experience his righteousness. 

• Now you can be reconciled to God. 

• We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 

 

• That’s the urgent, crucial message we are to bring to a lost world. 

• A world filled with people who are God’s enemies,  

• People who are alienated from God, Hostile towards God,  

• people who fill their lives with evil deeds. 

• We are to tell them that through the finished work of Jesus Christ, they can be reconciled, restored 

to relationship with the Living God. 

 

• So today, as we rejoice in our own reconciliation with God. 

• Do not forget the response (the responsibility) of the reconciled. 

• We’ve been given a message and it must be proclaimed. 

 

• Let’s take a moment and consider who in our world we can proclaim this message to. 

• Who among our family, friends’ neighbors needs to here that through the supreme reconciling 

work of Christ, they can enter into relationship with God. 

• Who must we implore to be reconciled to God? 

Prayer 

 


