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Colossians 1:15-18 

The Supremacy of Christ 

01/22/2023 (Week 03) 

The Preeminence of Christ 

 

This is my message written prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format and 

any grammatical mistakes. This is meant to be spoken. 

 

Introduction & Review 

 

• Today we continue our study through the book of Colossians. 

• Please turn in your Bibles to Chapter 1 verse 15. 

 

• 130 years ago (in 1893), the World's Fair was held in Chicago.  

• Some twenty-one million visited the spectacular exhibits.  

• One of which was the "World Parliament of Religions,"  

• Here representatives of the world's religions met to share their best thoughts and ideas.  

• They even considered coming up with a new world religion. 

 

• But at the same time, evangelist D. L. Moody saw the World’s Fair as a great chance for 

proclaiming the gospel.  

• Moody's friends wanted him to attack the "World Parliament of Religions,"  

• but he refused, saying,  

• "I am going to make Jesus Christ so attractive that men will turn to him."  

 

• Moody knew that preaching Christ and His greatness.  

• Declaring His supremacy, sufficiency, and sacrificial saving work, would do the job.  

• And it certainly did. Thousands came to Christ. 

 

• Now Moody's approach of declaring Christ and His greatness was nothing new. 

• In fact, goes back to the Apostles and comes right out of the NT. 

• As Paul wrote to the Corinthians… 

 
23 but we preach Christ crucified… (1 Corinthians 1:23) 

 

• Preaching the greatness of Christ and not the weakness of other religions of philosophies is 

the model set forth in Scripture. 

• And this is especially evident in the book of Colossians. 

• Specifically, the passage we’ll be looking at both this week and next.   

 

• Now, if you remember, two weeks ago we saw that the church in Colossians was under attack 

from false teachers. 

• Teachers who focused not on the gospel of Jesus Christ,  

• but on human philosophies.  
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• And Paul could have chosen to attack these false teachers directly. 

• Pointing out the deceitful emptiness of their human philosophies. 

• But that is not what he did. 

• Instead, he beautifully and positively proclaimed Christ and his greatness. 

 

• That’s what we will see both this week and next as we examine Colossians 1:15-20. 

• We’re going to cover verses 15-18 today,  

• And we’ll look at verses 19-20 and a few more next week. 

• These verses are the clearest presentation of the supremacy of Christ anywhere in the Bible. 

 

• They declare the Preeminence of Christ. 

• The word preeminent means above, superior to, the best, to be first, to hold the first position. 

• Paul declares that Christ is the be all and end all of all. 

 

• And as Moody saw this is what the unbeliever needs to understand if they are to put their faith in 

Christ. 

• But for those, like many of us, who already trust in Him, this is of great importance as well. 

• For as our knowledge (both head and heart knowledge) of Christ’s greatness, supremacy and 

preeminence increases. 

• Our love for him, our trust in him and our desire to serve and obey him increases as well. 

• And that is my prayer for us today. 

 

• That we will increase in our knowledge of Christ not for knowledge’s sake… 

• But so that we might increase in love, trust, service and obedience to HIM. 

• Or put simply that we might grow to be more like Christ. 

 

• And that brings us to verses 15-18 where we find three areas of Christ’s Preeminence. 

• First,  

 

1. Christ is Preeminent in His Character  

 

• And by Character I means who he is, his very nature. 

• Verse 15, speaking of Christ, Paul begins by writing…  

 
15 He is the image of the invisible God… (Colossians 1:15) 

 

• Paul is declaring briefly and beautifully the divine character of Christ. 

• This is who he is, his very essence, his nature is that of God. 

• As the Nicene creed declares Christ is very God of very God. 

 

• Now we need to understand what Paul means by he is the image of the invisible God.  

• This (especially that word image which we will get to shortly) has confused some. 

• But the fact that God is invisible is clear. 
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• As Paul wrote to Timothy… 

 
17 To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and 

ever. Amen. (1 Timothy 1:17) 

 

• Painters have struggled with God’s invisibility and have often chosen to represent him as an old 

white-haired man. But he is not. 

 

• So, what does God look like? 

• Well, we don’t know what he looks like in his physical appearance. (he’s invisible) 

• But we do know that Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God. 

• That’s really Paul’s main point here, if you want to see God, look to Jesus. 

• That is John’s point as well, In chapter 1 of his gospel we read. 

 
18 No one has ever seen God; 

 

• because God is invisible, however, Jesus, God the Son… 

 

the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known. (John 1:18) 

 

• Jesus reveals God. 

• Jesus is literally the exegesis (explanation) of God. 

 
15 He is the image of the invisible God… (Colossians 1:15) 

 

• The Greek word translated "image" is eikon, from which we derive our English word icon.  

• This means "an image or representation."  

• Sometimes the Greek word itself meant picture,  

• Archeologist uncovered a note from an ancient Greek soldier to his father which read…  

• "I sent you a little portrait (eikonion) of myself painted by Euctemon."  

 

• From this kind of usage, we can say that Jesus is the portrait of God.  

• But not the physical portrait.  

• It’s very interesting that nowhere is the NT is there a physical description of Jesus. 

• Basically, all we know is he was a Hebrew Man. 

• What he looked like physically was not important, it did not reveal God. 

• It was not the image of God. 

 

• So, when Paul speaks of Christ as the image (portrait) of God he’s speaking of the fact that Christ 

shows forth the character of God. 

 

• Christ shows us the nature of God. 

• He reveals divine mercy, love, power, kindness, gentleness, holiness, righteousness, justice and 

more. 
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• As verse 19 will make clear. 

 
19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, (Colossians 1:19) 

 

• So, Christ as the "the image of the invisible God" is not just some iconic representation of him,  

• Some painting of God. 

• Jesus is the revelation of what God is really like. 

• The writer of Hebrews expressed the same thought in very powerful language:  

 
3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, (Hebrews 1:3) 

 

• The Greek word translated "exact representation" here meant the impression left by a die on a 

coin or a seal on wax. 

• He is the exact impression of the essence of God. 

• He is very God of very God. 

 

• We should also note that Christ is the image, not simply an image.  

• The Colossians did not need any extra philosophy or visions to understand God more fully. 

• Christ alone gives us the true picture of God. 

• As John Calvin observed… 

 

We must be careful not to look for [God] anywhere else, for apart from Christ whatever offers 

itself to us in the name of God will turn out to be an idol. (John Calvin) 

 

• I know some people like to say they see God in his creation, and yes… 

 
1 The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. (Psalms 

19:1) 

 

• So, we can see the power of God in his creation. 

• But the creation is not by any means a full picture of God. 

• As we will see shortly, Christ is far greater that creation. 

• And one reason for that is because only in Christ can we see the image, the character, the nature 

of God. 

 

• The Preeminence of Christ's Character as that of the Divine God is boldly proclaimed as Paul 

says he is the eikon (image) of the invisible God.  

• Jesus is not just a piece of the puzzle that when put together is God,  

• Jesus is the whole picture, put together.  

• He is God.  
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• Now the fact that Jesus is the image of God, reminds us of something about ourselves. 

• Because in Genesis 1:27 we read… 

 
27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female 

he created them. (Genesis 1:27) 

 

• Jesus is the eternal image of God. 

• And at a point in time God created us in His image. 

• Not that we would be or become divine as he is. 

• Not that we would look like God physically. 

 

• But that we would be like him in terms of his character. 

 

• That we would reflect his love, joy, holiness, righteousness, kindness, gentleness, 

compassion… 

• We (Human Beings) were created to be like Jesus. 

 

• And so, knowing that, should cause us to seek to know Christ in every way possible. 

• As Paul wrote to the church in Philippi… 

• After describing his credentials as a Hebrew among Hebrews, he writes… 

 
7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I count everything 

as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord… (Philippians 3:7-

8) 

 

• For Paul (created in the image of God/Christ) knowing Christ was the most important thing in his 

life. 

• As well it should be for all who were created in his image. 

 

• So, the question I have is this. 

• What are you doing in your life that is causing you to grow in your knowledge of Christ. 

• How much time do you spend getting to know him through his word and prayer. 

 

• For, He is the image of the invisible God,  

• It is by knowing Christ that we know God. 

• We learn of God by seeing Christ. 

• And we learn who we should be by seeing Christ. 

• So, look to Christ, see him in his word, take him in through times of prayer. 

• Know Him who is the image of the invisible God. 
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• So, we’ve seen the Preeminence of Christ’s Character. 

• Now we turn to…  

 

2. Christ is Preeminent in His Creation 

 

• In verses 15-17 Paul describes Christ's Preeminence in creation in four ways.  

• First 

 

A. Christ is Firstborn of All Creation 

 

• In the second half of verse 15 we find…  

 
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. (Colossians 1:15) 

 

• Now at first, this might be taken as teaching that Jesus was the first person created.  

• In fact, the Jehovah's Witnesses, and other heretics before them, take it this way.  

• But to interpret in that way you must totally ignore the context,  

• Which has just told us Jesus is the image of God, he is God. 

• And will tell us moving forward, that Jesus is the Creator of everything, therefore he cannot be 

created himself. 

 

• And to say Jesus was the first person created,  

• you must also ignore the rest of the New Testament,  

• which makes it clear that Christ is the eternal God, therefore not created. 

• The first things The Apostle John writes in His gospel to introduce Jesus is… 

 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. (John 

1:1) 

 

• In the beginning, before all things there was the Word (Jesus) and the Word was God. 

• So both the context of Colossians and the NT teach that Jesus was not the first person created. 

 

• Plus, if you just look at how firstborn is used in the Bible, you will see that in can mean first child,  

• But it very often is simply a term which means "first in rank or honor."  

• Sometimes the Torah was called firstborn to indicate its elevated rank.  

 

• "Firstborn" was also a code word for the coming Messiah,  

• as in Psalm 89:27 — 

 
27 And I will make him the firstborn, the highest of the kings of the earth. (Psalms 89:27) 

 

• The people of Israel as a whole were sometimes called firstborn to indicate their high position as 

recipients of the Father's love.  
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• In Exodus 4:22, God speaking to Moses, we read… 

 
22 Then you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the LORD, Israel is my firstborn son, (Exodus 

4:22) 

  

• So, when Paul called Christ "the firstborn over all creation,"  

• he meant that the highest honor belongs to him.  

• Christ is completely preeminent in creation! 

 

• Why?  

• Because  

 

B. Christ is the Creator of All Creation 

 

• Verse 16… 

 
16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 

thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for 

him. (Colossians 1:16) 

 

• Jesus (as God) is the Creator. 

• From nothing he created everything. 

• And the extent of his creation is amazing. 

  

• It includes the angels.  

• The Scriptures and Jewish literature reveal that the four descriptions "thrones ... dominions ... 

rulers ... authorities."  

• refer to four classes of angelic powers. 

 

• If you remember one of the false, teachings coming into the church in Colosse was the worship of 

angels. 

• In Colossians 2:18 Paul wrote… 

 
18 Let no one disqualify you, insisting on asceticism and worship of angels, (Colossians 2:18) 

 

• The false teachers were saying that along with God, you need also worship angels. 

• But here Paul boldly said that Jesus is God who created everything, including the angels. 

• Christ is Creator of all!  

 

For by him all things were created… 

 

• Christ created the universe and everything in it. 

• From the smallest quark. 

• A quark is the smallest thing we are aware of, it makes up protons and neutrons. 

• Christ created the smallest quark to the Largest Star… 
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• The Largest Star we are currently aware of is named Stephenson 2-18 

• It is a red supergiant, with an estimated radius around 2,150 times that of our Sun,  

• which corresponds to a volume around 10 billion times bigger than the Sun.  

• If placed at the center of the Solar System, it would engulf the orbit of Saturn. 

 

• So, Christ created everything from the smallest quark to the Largest Star and everything in 

between. 

• Which means, of course, he created you and me. 

• In fact, we (humanity) not Stephenson 2-18 were the grand finale of His creation. 

• As we read earlier, on the sixth day… 

 

…God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he 

created them. (Genesis 1:27) 

 

• Christ as the Creator of all things (including you and me) is Preeminent (first) above over 

surpassing all things (including you and me). 

• And not only is Christ the creator in Creation… 

 

C. Christ is the Purpose of All Creation 

 

• We see this in the last three words of verse 16. 

 
16 …all things were created through him and for him. (Colossians 1:16) 

 

• Do you understand what that means? 

• This is an astounding statement.  

• Christ not only created all things, but he is the goal, the purpose for all things which he created. 

• His Creation, the Universe and all that is in it, Time, Space, Matter is all for Him. 

• This is His Story. 

• And we have the opportunity to be a part of it, but not the goal of it. 

• It is FOR HIM! 

 

• I’m sorry to break it to you but you nor I are the purpose for our own creation. 

• We are so insistent on our own rights to be who we want to be, to do what we want to do. 

• But do we understand that we were not created for ourselves. 

• We (Humanity itself) were created for Christ. 

 

• The purpose, the goal, the reason for Creation is for Christ. 

• The Glory of Christ, the Glory of God. 

• All aspects of Creation are for His Glory. 

• That’s what David meant when he wrote… 

 
1 The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. (Psalms 

19:1) 
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• And as Isaiah makes clear… 

 
7 everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.” 

(Isaiah 43:7) 

 

• We were created for him, for his glory. 

• To show forth his greatness, to give ourselves to him without reservation. 

• Saying God use me for your purposes, use me that the world might see your greatness and 

declare your glory. 

 

• And don’t be fooled by the fact that most of humanity does not currently seek to glorify Christ. 

• Don’t think, well he might have created all things for himself,  

• but it seems most things are not for him. 

 

• Don’t worry, one day, whether they want to or not, all will glorify Christ.  

• As Paul wrote to the Philippians 

 
9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every 

name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 

under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 

Father. (Philippians 2:9-11) 

 

• One day everyone/everything will give glory to Jesus Christ. 

• Some with do it with joy in their hearts. 

• And some will do it with deep regret. 

• But all with bow before Christ, for Creation is for Him, for his Glory. 

 

• And since this is true, we should live completely for him.  

• Any other course is completely irrational for the believer.  

• Paul makes this point beginning in Romans 11:36 where he said,  

 
36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen. 

(Romans 11:36) 

 

• Paul makes in clear, 

• All things come from Christ, and all things are for Christ.  

• All things are Created by Him and for Him. 
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• And then in the next verse, Chapter 12:1 he calls for total commitment to Christ. 

• He writes… 

 
1 I appeal to you therefore,  

 

• Because all things are from him and through him and to him… 

• Because he created all things, and all things are for him… 

 

brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 

acceptable to God, which is your spiritual (or rational) worship. (Romans 12:1) 

 

• So let me ask you believers a question… 

• Is your life spiritual or unspiritual, rational, or irrational?  

• Are you living totally for God, which is totally rational,  

• or are you living for yourself or something else which is irrational? 

 

• If all things were created by and for him (and they were/ they are). 

• Then the only rational thing is to live for him. 

• To present your bodies as a living sacrifice, for his glory. 

• So, Christ is the Firstborn, Creator and Purpose of Creation… 

• And one final thing… 

 

D. Christ is the Sustainer of Creation 

 

• Verse 17 

 
17 And he is before all things,  

 

• Again, Christ is the Creator, he existed before Creation,  

 

and in him all things hold together. (Colossians 1:17) 

 

• Do you see what Paul is saying here, not only did Christ create all things for himself. 

• But if Christ did not continue to hold all things together all would come apart. 

• The universe would explode or implode or disintegrate or disappear. 

• As we saw earlier in Hebrews… 

 
3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the 

universe by the word of his power. (Hebrews 1:3) 

 

• Physicists tell us that within the atoms that make up all matter in the universe there are subatomic 

particles, protons, neutrons, and electrons (made up of quarks). 

 

PICTURE OF AN ATOM 
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• Now protons and neutrons make up the nucleus of an atom and electrons orbit the Nucleus. 

• But within each atom there is relatively vast amount of space,  

• not unlike the space between planets and the Sun in our solar system.  

 

• Though some have theories as to why the atom holds together,  

• No one knows for sure.  But the Bible tells us, Christ holds all things together. 

• Christ is holding the very atoms of your body together by the power of his word! 

 

…in him all things hold together. (Colossians 1:17) 

 

• There’s a medieval painting (which I could not find) but which shows Christ in the clouds,  

• and below him the world of humans and nature.  

• From Christ to every object is painted a thin gold thread.  

• The artist was saying that Christ is responsible for sustaining the existence of every created thing. 

 

• So, we’ve seen that Christ is Preeminent (first, before, above) Creation. 

• He is the firstborn, and thus has the highest place.  

• He is the Creator of everything, every cosmic speck, every spirit.  

• He is the purpose, creation if for him.  

• He is the sustainer. He holds every atom together.  

 

• What a profound amazing revelation this is!  

• I pray the truth of Christ’s greatness is sinking its roots into both your mind and your heart. 

• I pray that our puny minds are being stretched. 

• And our hearts are being transformed. 

 

• Because when we truly understand what is being said here,  

• It’s amazing that we should ever look anywhere else for meaning and purpose in life.  

• Since he is the Creator who holds all things together, he knows how to best fix and order our lives. 

• The most rational, wise, smart thing we can do is give ourselves with our vast defects and 

problems to our creator and sustainer. 

 

• Many years ago, a South American company bought a printing press from a firm in the United 

States.  

• After it had been shipped and assembled, the workmen, and other printing experts, could not get it 

to operate properly.  

• Finally, the company wired a message to the manufacturer, asking them to send someone to fix it.  

 

• Understanding the urgency of the request,  

• the U.S. firm sent the person who had designed the press.  

• But when he arrived, the South American officials were skeptical because he was very young.  

• They sent this cable to the manufacturer: "Your man is too young; send a more experienced 

person."  

• The reply came back: "He made the machine. He can fix it!" 
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• Christ created us, he sustains us, and we are made for him. 

• He can fix us…  

• All we need to do is submit our lives, our problems, our brokenness to him.  

 

• So, Paul has declared Christ’s Preeminence in His Character and His Creation. 

• And now to our final point… 

 

3. Christ is Preeminent in His Church  

 

• Verse 18 

 
18 And he is the head of the body, the church… (Colossians 1:18) 

 

• The church here doesn’t refer to a specific denomination or group of Christians. 

• This the church world-wide and refers to every person (regardless of church affiliation) who has 

trusted in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. 

• When we became believers, we became part of Christ's Body.  

• As Paul wrote to the Romans… 

 
5 so we, though many, are one body in Christ (Romans 12:5) 

 

• And what Paul is saying to the Colossians is that Christ is preeminent over the Church, 

• Over every believer, just as he is preeminent over creation.  

• He is the head, he leads, guides, and directs. 

• Without a head a body cannot function and without Christ the church cannot function. 

 

• He is the leader of the church. 

• And he is the controller of our lives. 

• And the reason for Christ's exalted position in the Church, Paul says is because … 

 
18 … He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead... (Colossians 1:18) 

 

• We saw this word "firstborn" in verse 15, where it meant first in rank,  

• and here it means the same thing.  

• Paul was not saying that Jesus was the first person to be raised from the dead,  

• Because he wasn’t,  

• There were several resurrections in the OT. 

• And several more in the NT including the most famous Lazarus. 

• So, Jesus wasn’t the first (timewise) to be raised from the dead. 

 

• However, he was first (rank wise). 

• He was the most important of all who have been raised from the dead,  

• because without his resurrection there could be no eternal resurrection for others. 

• Every person who was raised from the dead before Christ, died again. 

• But Christ rose to eternal life. 
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• And those who are in Christ will rise to eternal life as well. 

• As Paul wrote to the church in Corinth… 

 
20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen 

asleep. 21 For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 22 

For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23 But each in his own order: 

Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. (1 Corinthians 15:20-23) 

 

• Christ is the firstfruits in terms of all eternal resurrection. 

• Christ chose to enter his own creation,  

• He took on a body created and sustained by his power. 

• He died on a cross, the wood of which he had created. 

• And then because death could not hold him, he rose to be "the firstborn from among the dead" 

• That all who are in HIM might also experience resurrection and eternal life. 

• What a wonder!  

 

• The false teachers in Paul’s day and in any day could never have dreamed up something as 

stupendous as this.  

• Such a plan, could only come from the mind of God. 

 

• What should Christ’s preeminence in his nature, his creation and specifically his church which you 

and I are part of…  

• Well Paul makes it very clear at the end of verse 18… 

 
18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, 

that in everything he might be preeminent. Colossians 1:18 

 

• Remember the word preeminent means to be first, to hold first place. 

• And I also looked up the word everything and interestingly it means all things. Everything. 

 

• So, Paul is saying that because he is the firstborn from the dead, 

• Because his resurrection provides for our resurrection and eternal life. 

• Therefore, he must hold first place in everything, including everything in our lives. 

 

• First place in our families.  

• First place in our marriages.  

• First place in our professions.  

• First place in our mission and ministry.  

• First place in matters in our thoughts.  

• First place in our usage of time.  

• First place in our love.  

• First place in our conversations.  

• First place in our pleasures and recreation.  

• First, in what we listen to and watch on our TV and all our devices.  

• First-place in worship.  
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• And anything else you can think of. 

• Christ is Preeminent, First in All Things. 

 

• He is Preeminent in His Character – He is God. 

• He is Preeminent in His Creation – He is Your Creator and Sustainer. 

• And He is Preeminent in His Church which all who trust in Him belong to. 

• Let us give him first place in our lives! 

• Let us grow in our love for, trust in, service and obedience to the Preeminent Christ. 

 

• Let’s Pray 


