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Colossians 1:1-8 

The Supremacy of Christ 

01/08/2023 (Week 01) 

Introducing The Church at Colosse 

 

This is my message written out prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format 

and any grammatical mistakes. This is meant to be spoken. 

 

Introduction - Why Colossians? 

 

• Today we begin a new series in the book of Colossians. 

• And I want to begin by briefly sharing why I’ve chosen to preach from this book of the Bible. 

 

• Well, first, I knew I wanted to preach from the New Testament. 

• To be perfectly honest, after the often difficult to understand and explain visions of Daniel,  

• I needed a book that is more clear than complex.  

 

• I also wanted something that would, as our mission statement says,  

• equip us to bring Christ centered change to our world. 

• And to accomplish our mission we certainly must share the gospel of Jesus Christ with people in 

our world. 

 

• So, I thought about doing a study in the book of Acts,  

• because Acts is basically a history of the early church (Paul in Particular) sharing the gospel in 

their world. 

 

• I also thought about going through one of the Gospels. 

• The Gospels are filled with examples of how Jesus proclaimed the gospel to the people in his 

world. 

• So, both Acts and a Gospel would provide us with many lessons for sharing the gospel. 

 

• But as I thought and prayed about it, I became convinced that more than lessons and examples, 

• we (most of us myself included) need inspiration, motivation, and encouragement to share the 

gospel. 

 

• For those of us who’ve been Christians for many years,  

• the reason we don’t share the gospel has more to do with our heart than our head. 

• For the most part we know what to say,  

• We’ve studied the Roman Road, the Four Spiritual Laws, The Wordless Book, and more… 

• We know John 3:16 which is a great outline for sharing the gospel. 

 

• Also, several years ago, I did a series on Engaging Our World. 

• I highlighted Biblical Examples (Many in Acts and the Gospels) of people sharing the gospel. 

• So, I don’t believe we’re unequipped in our head, it’s our hearts that need the equipping. 

• We must have a heart that longs to tell people Just How Awesome Jesus IS! 
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• And when I realized this, I immediately thought of Colossians. 

• Because Colossians is about the absolute supremacy and sufficiency of Jesus Christ. 

• There is no other book in the Bible which presents such a comprehensive picture of the 

greatness and glory of Christ.  

 

• And I believe, it’s when we grasp Christ’s Greatness, His Supremacy over All Things, 

• All people, philosophies, religions and more… 

• It’s then that our hearts will be equipped, motivated, encouraged, and inspired us to proclaim the 

gospel Jesus Christ to our world. 

• So that’s one reason I wanted to study Colossians. 

 

• But there’s another. 

• We aren’t just looking for inspiration to share the gospel with others. 

• We are also seeking to expand our understanding of the supremacy of Christ. 

• For us to see his greatness and glory and in so doing be changed ourselves. 

• As Paul writes in Colossians 2:6-7... 

 
6 Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, 7 rooted and built up in him 

and established in the faith... (Colossians 2:6-7) 

 

• Seeing the supremacy of Christ should cause us to walk in him, to live for him. 

• It should cause the roots of our faith to go deeper into Christ, that we might be built up in him.  

 

• So, as we study Paul's letter to the Colossians, may our view of Christ’s Supremacy… 

• Increase our faith in him. 

• That we might walk in him in such a way that our words and deeds proclaim his greatness and 

glory to those in our world.   

 

• That’s my prayer for us as we (over the next several months) study the book of Colossians 

together. 

• Let’s Pray as we Begin 

 

• Now to help us understand Colossians it is important that we look first at… 

 

1. Paul’s Purpose in Writing Colossians 

 

• Why did Paul write this letter? 

• Well, as we’ll see there is a problem in the church. 

• And like many of Paul’s letters, Colossians is written to address this problem. 

• But before we look at the problem, we need some background information. 

 

• Colossians was probably written around A.D. 62. during Paul’s first imprisonment in Rome.  

• According to Acts 23-28. 

• Paul was arrested in Caesarea for proclaiming the gospel.  

• But as a Roman Citizen he eventually appealed to Caesar and was taken to Rome. 
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• And in the final verses of the book of Acts we read…  

 
30 [Paul] lived there (in Rome) two whole years at his own expense, and welcomed all who 

came to him, 31 proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ 

with all boldness and without hindrance. (Acts 28:30-31) 

 

• During this two-year period of house arrest, Paul was not only able to proclaim the kingdom of 

God and teach about Jesus. 

• But he also wrote several letters, including one to the church in Colosse. 

 

MAP – Point some things out with Laser  

 

• Now, the town of Colosse was located about eighty miles inland from the city of Ephesus, 

• In what was called Asia or Asia Minor, and today is called Turkey. 

 

• Biblical scholars believe that the Colossian church began during Paul's two-year ministry in 

Ephesus,  

• Because in Acts 19, which records Paul’s ministry in Ephesus, in verse 10 we read that 

during that time…  

 
10 … all the residents of Asia (which included Colosse) heard the word of the Lord, both Jews 

and Greeks. (Acts 19:10) 

 

• So, with Ephesus as Paul’s base, the gospel goes forth to all the residents of Asia (Asia Minor).  

• This happens because when people meet Paul, he proclaims the gospel,  

• and some are converted 

• These converts then return to their homes and proclaim the gospel. 

• And one such convert from Colosse was a man name Epaphras. 

• In Colossians 1:7 we read... 

 
7 just as you learned it (the Gospel) from Epaphras our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful 

minister of Christ on your behalf (Colossians 1:7) 

 

• So Epaphras comes to Christ in Ephesus through Paul’s ministry. 

• Then he takes the gospel back to his home Colosse. 

 

• So, even though Paul never visited Colosse,  

• Out of His ministry in Ephesus, a church was planted there by Epaphras and probably 

Philemon. 

• Philemon was also from Colosse and was probably converted when Paul was in Ephesus.  

 

• So, Paul had a deep interest in the church in Colosse.  

• Therefore, it was quite natural that when a major problem arose in Colosse, Epaphras came to 

Rome to get Paul’s help… 

• We know Epaphras visited Paul in Rome because in Colossians 4:12 we read… 
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12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ Jesus, greets you... Colossians 4:12 

 

• So what was the problem that Epaphras brought to Paul for his advice? 

 

• Well, it seems that within a few years of the Colossian churches beginning there were those who 

wanted more than the crucified and risen Christ. 

• And out of that desire came false teaching. 

 

• Now, Bible scholars acknowledge that it’s very difficult to determine the exact nature of this false 

teaching. 

• Because the letter doesn’t address it directly. 

• Colossians is less a critique of error (false teaching)  

• And more of a positive presentation of the supremacy and sufficiency of the person and work of 

Christ. 

 

• It seems that Paul’s method of dealing with this false teaching about Christ is to make very clear 

the truth about Christ. 

• To accentuate the Positive if you will… 

  

• However, as we study through this letter certain aspects of this false teaching will become clear. 

• Let me briefly point out a couple from chapter 2, so you see what I mean. 

• First, this false teaching which Paul seeks to counter claims to be a “philosophy” 

 
8 See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human 

tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ 

(Colossians 2:8) 

 

• Now philosophy itself is not the problem, the word can mean love for wisdom. 

• The problem is that this philosophy was based on human tradition and the elemental spirits 

(principles) of this world. 

• and not according to Christ. 

 

• This philosophy was not based on the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

• Therefore, like any Christless philosophy, it was empty deceit. 

 

• Then second, this false teaching appears to have Jewish legalistic influences. 

• We see this in 2:16. 

 
16 Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food and drink, or with regard to 

a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath. (Colossians 2:16) 

 

• The false teaching is placing value on legal ordinances, food regulations, Sabbath and new moon 

observance, and other prescriptions of the Jewish calendar.  

 

• Then in verse 18 of Chapter 2 we see three more aspects of this false teaching… 
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18 Let no one disqualify you, insisting on asceticism  

 

• This false teaching included the idea that asceticism (self-denial) was necessary to qualify you for 

salvation.  

• Verse 18 continues… 

 

and worship of angels,  

 

• This false teaching included the idea that it was necessary to worship not just God but angels as 

well. 

• And finally… 

 

going on in detail about visions, (Colossians 2:18) 

 

• These false teachers seem to be obsessed with their own private revelations (visions). 

• And not the word of God, the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

• So those are at least some of the aspects of the false teaching that crept into the Church in 

Colosse. 

 

• And just to be clear, the false teachings didn’t deny the value of Jesus. 

• The Colossians were being told that by adding other things they could help themselves become 

more acceptable to God. 

• And with Christ’s help, they may make it to heaven one day. 

  

• So, Paul’s initial purpose in writing this letter is to combat this false teaching. 

• And he does this by overwhelmingly emphasizing the sole sufficiency of Christ for salvation.  

• This theme is found throughout the letter and will be the emphasis of our study. 

 

• We will see the supremacy of Christ in creation, providence, and redemption.  

• And we will see what that means for our lives. 

• 6 Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, 

 

• So as Paul responds to the false teaching that has found its way into the Colossian church. 

• He will put forth true teaching of the greatness and supremacy of Christ. 

• And he will call his readers to a proper response to the supreme Christ. 

 

• Now Paul doesn’t jump right into the problem in the church.  

• Instead, (as in most of his letters) he begins with what is positive about the church. 

• That’s really what we are covering today in verses 1-8. 

• Which begins with a greeting that includes… 

 

2. Paul’s Positive Description of the Colossians 

 

• But before he gets to the description, Paul first introduces himself and Timothy... 

• Verse 1… 
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1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, (Colossians 1:1) 

 

• Paul is an Apostle (an Ambassador) of Christ, 

• Not by his will, he didn’t declare himself to be an Apostle,  

• In Acts Chapter 9 we learn that as Paul was on the Road to Damascus, where he was seeking to 

persecute the church,  

• God (Jesus Christ) confronted him and called him to faith and Apostleship. 

 

• And it’s this Apostleship from God that gives Paul the authority to both instruct the Church in his 

day and ours. 

• For the most part, it is the original Apostles who are inspired by the Holy Spirit to write the New 

Testament. 

 

• Paul also mentions Timothy, 

• Timothy was his travelling companion and fellow missionary. 

• He is probably the one who wrote down the letter. 

• Many think Paul had vision trouble that effected his ability to write. 

 

• So, likely Paul is the author and Timothy is the recorder of this letter… 

• And they are writing… 

 
2 To the saints and faithful brothers in Christ at Colossae… (Colossians 1:2) 

 

• Though Paul had never met the Colossians, he called them "saints and faithful brothers in Christ,"  

• They were God's people, saints (holy ones, set apart for him).  

• Being faithful not only means, they put their faith in Christ, but they also live out their faith. 

 

• And they with Paul shared the same Father (God our Father),  

• They were "family," and they naturally called each other brothers and sisters. 

 

• But best of all, the greatest blessing anyone can receive… 

• And the thing we’re going to spend some time looking at.. 

• They were "in Christ."  

 

• Now what does being in Christ mean? 

• Well, I hope most of us have at least some understanding of this. 

• Because the phrase “in Christ” appears 13 times in Paul’s letter to the Romans and 3 times in 

Peter’s first epistle,  

• both of which we have studied recently. 

 

• So, we’ve looked at this deep mysterious concept on many occasions.  

• But because of its great importance, we’re not going to glance over it today. 

• I want us to really understand what it means to be “in Christ”? 
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• And in the simplest terms it means receiving and experiencing all that Christ was and is, and all 

Christ has done and will ever do.  

• Saints/believers are eternally linked to Christ. 

• In fact, being in Christ is another way of saying you are a believer a Christian. 

• There are no Christians who are not in Christ. 

• And there are no non-Christians who are in Christ. 

 

• I recently heard a Pastor explain it this way. 

• Take an airplane. 

• You can believe in the existence of an airplane. 

• You can study and learn everything about airplanes. 

• You can trust that the airplane can fly and will get you where you want to go. 

• Unless of course it’s Southwest (just kidding). 

 

• But it’s when you are in the airplane that you go where the airplane goes, and you experience 

what the airplane experiences. 

• And it’s when you are in Christ that you go where Christ goes and experience what Christ 

experiences. 

• Not a perfect illustration but it may help a bit. 

 

• So, I hope we have the basic idea of what it means to be in Christ. 

• Those who are in Christ, receiving and experiencing all that Christ was and is, and all Christ has 

done and will ever do. 

• But what is that? 

  

• Well, remember in Romans Paul uses the phrase “in Christ” 13 times  

• And in 1 Peter 3 times.  

• But it’s in the book of Ephesians where we get our best understanding of being in Christ. 

 

• The first fourteen verses of Ephesians use "in Christ" or "in him" over 20 times. 

• What it means to be in Christ is the essence of Paul’s opening to the book of Ephesians. 

• And all of this applies to the church in Colosse and the church in Riverside. 

• So let’s highlight what Paul says about being in Christ in the first 14 verses of Ephesians  

 

• As in Colossians, Paul calls the Ephesians saints, faithful, and in Christ. 

• Verse 1…  

 
1 To the saints who are in Ephesus, and are faithful in Christ Jesus: (Ephesians 1:1) 

 

• Then in verses 3 we read… 

 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 

every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, (Ephesians 1:3) 

 

• Being in Christ means being blessed with every spiritual blessing. 
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• Being blessed with everything Christ is blessed with. 

• Verse 4… 

 
4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 

blameless before him. (Ephesians 1:4) 

 

• Being in Christ means being chosen before the foundation of the world to be like Christ, to be holy 

and blameless 

• To receive Christ’s holiness 

• Verse 7… 

 
7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according 

to the riches of his grace, (Ephesians 1:7) 

 

• Being in Christ means we are recipients of the riches of God’s grace. 

• That through his blood (his death on the cross), we receive redemption (salvation) and the 

forgiveness of our sin. 

• Verse 9… 

 

 9 making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in 

Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and 

things on earth. (Ephesians 1:9-10) 

 

• Being in Christ means we (like Christ) can know the will and purpose of God 

• Which is ultimately to unite all things in Christ. 

• Being in Christ not only means we are united with Christ but that we are united with all that Christ 

is united with. 

 

• Specifically, we are united with one another, 

• Being in Christ means we are the Body of Christ. 

• Verse 11 

 
11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose 

of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12 so that we who were the 

first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. (Ephesians 1:11-12) 

 

• Being in Christ means that it is God’s will, and God work, and for God’s glory that we partake in 

Christ’s inheritance. 

• We are joint heirs with Jesus. 

• Verse 13… 

 
13 In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and 

believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is the guarantee of our 

inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. (Ephesians 1:13-14) 

 

• Being in Christ means we are sealed with the Holy Spirit. 
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• The Holy Spirit of God dwells in us. 

• And because we are in Christ and because we have received the Holy Spirit. 

• Our inheritance (sharing in all Christ receives) is guaranteed. 

 

• And finally, being in Christ is all to the praise of his (God’s) Glory. 

• Being in Christ is for the Glory of God. 

 

• So, I know we are not studying the book of Ephesians,  

• but I hope this helps us understand this glorious (yet mysterious) truth of being in Christ. 

 

• Because I don’t believe we (in our day) think about it enough. 

• It’s foundational to the Christian Faith. 

• As Paul wrote to the church in Corinth… 

 
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the 

new has come. (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

 

• The saints in Colosse, Ephesus, Corinth, Rome and the saints at Bridges are "in Christ"  

• Which means the old had gone, the new had come. 

• We are new creatures in Christ. 

 

• Paul’s writings clearly impress upon his readers (the church) their position in Christ. 

• And it seems, at least in his day, people got it… 

 

• Archaeologists tell us that many of the nameless slabs in the catacombs of Rome carried the 

inscription "in Christo" (in Christ), and significantly also bore on the same slab its spiritual 

corollary "In pace" (In peace),  

 

• Showing that even in death being in Christ meant being at peace. 

• We see this as Paul continues to describe the Colossians… 

 
2 To the saints and faithful brothers in Christ at Colossae:  Grace to you and peace from God 

our Father. (Colossians 1:2) 

 

• Now this is clearly a greeting from Paul to the church. 

• But it’s not a throw away greeting. 

• I hope you are doing well, grace and peace from God, praise the Lord. 

• For the apostle (inspired by the Hoy Spirit) every word mattered. 

 

• And Paul isn’t saying to the saints of Colossae, you don’t have grace and peace from God our 

Father so let me (The Apostle) impart it to you. 

• He is saying because you are in Christ, you have received the grace and peace from God the 

Father. 

• God has bestowed his grace (His unmerited favor) on you  

• Therefore, you are now at peace with him. 
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• This is true for all who are in Christ. 

 

• And order is important here! 

• There must be grace before we experience the peace of God or peace with God.  

• Grace (God's work in our lives) comes before peace (our new relationship with God).  

 

• When sinners, those who are outside Christ, believe and receive the grace of God, they become 

in Christ where they find peace with God. 

 

• So, with all we have just seen, the question is are you like the saints in Colosse in Christ. 

• Have you received God’s Grace and Peace and all the rest that being in Christ means. 

• If so, rejoice celebrate, all you have in Christ. 

 

• But if not, I’d even now encourage you to get in Christ, 

• And you do this by putting your trust in Christ, in Him. 

• To receive God’s grace and then peace with God.  

• Plus, much more that we will discover in this glorious letter to the saints in Colosse. 

 

• Okay, so that’s Paul’s greeting to the church. 

• He’s positively described who they are in Christ. 

• And that description continues as we see…  

 

3. Paul’s Praise of the Colossians 

 

• Verse 3… 

 
3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 

 

• Even though Paul didn’t personally plant the church, he and his companions including Timothy 

spend time praying for the Colossians. 

• And as part of their prayer, they thank God, for them. 

 

• Why do they thank God for them. 

• Well here comes the praise for this church that is experiencing some difficulty at this point. 

• Paul begins with… 

 

A. Praise for Their Faith 

 

• Verse 4… 

 

 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus… (Colossians 1:4) 

 

• Paul first praises their "faith in Christ Jesus." 

• More praise will come, but Faith is first because apart from faith there is no Christian Life.  

• And Paul was very specific about the object of their faith.  
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• It was "Christ Jesus."  

 

• We hear people say, Everybody needs faith.  

• George Michael sang, “I gotta have faith.” 

• Billy Joel sang about Keeping the Faith. 

• Faith is considered to be an important part of healthy life.  

 

• But the truth is, faith (in and of itself) has no value whatsoever.  

• Faith must derive its value from its object.  

• When someone says that he or she has faith,  

• The question which must be asked is: "Faith in what?  

• In yourself, that God is Good, Faith in faith?" 

 

• Salvation does not come by believing in belief, or even having faith in a set of doctrines or a 

creed.  

• Salvation comes by believing (having faith in) Christ.  

 

• When John G. Paton was translating the Bible in the Outer Hebrides,  

• He searched for the exact word to translate believe.  

 

• Finally, he found it: the word meant "lean your whole weight upon."  

• That is what the Colossians, despite the false teachers, had done.  

• They had leaned completely on Christ for their life and salvation. 

• So, Paul praises them for their faith in Christ. 

 

• And then he gives them… 

 

B. Praise for their Love 

 

• Verse 4 continues… 

 

…and of the love that you have for all the saints, (Colossians 1:4) 

 

• For Paul, faith was related to love… 

• As he wrote to the Galatians…  

 
6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything, but only 

faith working through love. (Galatians 5:6) 

 

• True Faith manifests itself through love. 

• Therefore, the faith of the Colossians resulted in their love for all the saints. 

• They not only loved one another within the church, but they loved all fellow believers in Christ. 

 

• So, love in the body of Christ, becomes a sign or even a test of true faith. 

• There are people who claim to have faith, to trust in Christ but their love for Christ’s body is 

lacking.  



12 

• I love Jesus but I can’t stand church people. 

• For that person, according to Paul their faith is certainly questionable. 

• Love for the brethren is a sign of true faith. 

 

• When Chuck Colson was serving his prison sentence after the Watergate scandal,  

• his newfound faith was severely tested.  

• His wife did not understand the "born again" business,  

• his son was picked up on drug charges,  

• and Colson himself was despondent.  

 

• But God met him in his misery.  

• A group of Christians in Washington, including Senator Al Quie, were praying for him.  

• Senator Quie discovered an old law that allowed an innocent man to serve a prison term for 

another,  

• and Quie volunteered to serve the remainder of Colson's term.  

• Quie’s faith was seen as it worked through Love. 

 

• Colson turned Quie down, but he had experienced "love ... for all the saints,"  

• and was again refreshed in the reality of his faith. 

 

• It’s a beautiful thing when you see in the Church love for all the saints,  

• not just for some, not just for the lovable, but all.  

 

• This is what made the early church so amazing and so enticing to the ancient world.  

• Slave and free, male, and female, Jew and Greek, learned and ignorant joined hands and sat 

down at one table.  

• They knew themselves to be all one in Christ Jesus.  

• There never had been anything like it before.  

 

• It’s not an understatement to say, that from a historical perspective, the growth of the church can 

be directly attributed to “love for all the saints.” 

• When people saw and see today our love for one another and our love for them, they want to 

become a part of that kind of loving community. 

 

• And I would say this about Bridges,  

• Like all people and all churches, there is always room for improvement in our love for one another.  

• But I’ve often been impressed by how the saints at Bridges are willing to tangibly express their 

faith through love for all the saints. 

 

• We encourage, support, and pray for one another,  

• And we help one another when there are spiritual or physical needs.  

 

• So, I want to join with Paul and praise you for your faith in Jesus Christ and how it is seen through 

your Love for all the saints… 
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• And finally, Paul gives the Colossians… 

 

C. Praise for their Hope 

 

• Verse 5 

 
5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven… (Colossians 1:5) 

 

• Notice the because… 

• Hope is placed last because Paul saw faith and love as coming from hope. 

• Their hope laid up for them in heaven, 

• Or the hope (the assurance) of what they would receive from God in heaven resulted in increased 

faith in Christ and love for all the saints. 

   

• Now, how does hope of Heaven cause faith and love to come forth?  

 

• As pagans, the Colossians had been without God and without hope in this world.  

• Then came the gospel from Epaphras and Philemon and the wonderful, joy of salvation and 

hope of Heaven.  

• This joy in what they had received and hope for what they would receive increased their love and 

faith.  

 

• Practically speaking their mutual hope in Heaven would cause them to come together. 

• And it would cause them to be separate from the world and it’s hopeless religious systems.  

• So, the reality was they only had one another to rely on. 

 

• And spiritually speaking, because of their faith in Christ, 

• they were all new creatures in Christ. 

• They were all indwelt by the same Holy Spirit. 

• They all shared the same hope. 

• And this certainly increased their unity and their love for one another. 

 

• Therefore, I would encourage each one of us to cultivate hope. 

• To think about, meditate not on the troubles of this life but on the joy of the life to come. 

• As Paul will encourage us in Chapter 3 of Colossians… 

 
2 Set your minds (hope) on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 3 For you 

have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. (Colossians 3:2-3) 

 

• This life and its earthly problems are temporary, it will pass away. 

• And for those who died to self, who have been put their trust in Christ,  

• Whose lives are hidden with Christ in God. 

• We have the ultimate hope. 

• Set your minds of this… verse 4… 
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4 When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 

(Colossians 3:2-4) 

 

• When Christ appear, either when you did or when he returns,  

• Then for those whose lives have been given to Christ,  

• We will be with him, in his glory. 

• We will share in the glory of Christ for all eternity. 

• Set your minds on that, Hope in that, and allow this fantabulous truth to cultivate new faith in 

Christ and love for His body. 

• Amen. 

 

• Now what is the reason for all that has gone before. 

• The fact that the Colossians are in Christ. 

• The fact that they have receive grace and peace from God. 

• The fact that their hope of Heaven has cultivated their faith in Christ and their love for one another. 

• Why has this happened? 

• Put simply because they heard understood and believed the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

• And so, Paul concludes this section with… 

 

4. Paul’s Promotion of the Gospel  

 

• Paul both reminds the Colossians of the Gospel’s impact on them and declares gospel's success 

in the world. 

• Verse 5b… 

 
5…Of this you have heard before in the word of the truth, the gospel, (Colossians 1:5) 

 

• The Colossians had heard the gospel, the word of truth. 

• The Gospel is the truth of Jesus Christ. 

• It is true, Christ has died for your sins and rose again that you might be saved. 

• Verse 6, the gospel… 

 

 6 which has come to you, as indeed in the whole world it is bearing fruit and increasing—as it 

also does among you, since the day you heard it and understood the grace of God in truth, 7 

just as you learned it from Epaphras our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of 

Christ on your behalf 8 and has made known to us your love in the Spirit. (Colossians 1:5-8).  

 

• So, as we said earlier, Epaphras (converted in Ephesus through the ministry of Paul) takes the 

gospel of God’s grace to Colosse. 

• The Colossians hear and understand this good news of Jesus Christ and the result is faith that 

bears fruit. 

• The fruit is the transformation of their lives, their faith in Christ and love for all the saints… 

• Their love in the Spirit. 

• And this fruit is increasing, more and more people are hearing understanding and believing the 

gospel. 
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• But the gospel going and bearing fruit is not just taking place in Colosse. 

• It is happening “in the whole world” 

• Now that doesn’t mean everyone in the whole world has heard the gospel. 

• Paul may be speaking of the known world. 

• And what he means is the gospel is going forth and will bear fruit in the whole world. 

 

• Christ's Good News is for everybody and was daily reaching new people. 

• The Great Commission was being Fulfilled. 

• What was taking place in the church in Colosse was being seen over and over again as the 

gospel continued to spread into the world. 

 

• I think Paul wanted to encourage the saints of Colosse in two ways. 

• First by promoting the gospel. 

• By declaring its effectiveness and impact and universality. 

• He wants the church to disregard the false teaching, the things that are not the gospel. 

• As he wrote to the church in Galatia… 

 
8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we 

preached to you, let him be accursed. (Galatians 1:8) 

 

• So first continue to focus on the true Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

• Which Paul will continue to promote throughout this letter. 

 

• And second, I think Paul, by promoting the gospel wants to encourage the Colossians to continue 

to share the Gospel. 

• Like Paul himself and Epaphras they too are ambassadors of Christ. 

• They to are called to declare the gospel to a lost world. 

 

• And our application here is obvious… 

• As those who have been taught and received the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

• As those who have received the grace of God and peace with God. 

• As those who are in Christ. 

• As those who faith in Christ and love for all the saints because of the hope we have in Heaven. 

 

• We too must hold fast to the pure, true Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

• And we too as faithful ministers of Christ must represent him in this world. 

• We must, by word and deed declare the gospel of Jesus Christ to our friends and family and 

neighbors and more. 

 

• And I pray that as we study the book of Colossians. 

• As we see the clear true gospel of Jesus Christ. 

• As we see the greatness the supremacy of Christ. 

• That we will be motivated, encouraged, and inspired to share His gospel with our world. 

 

Would you join me in prayer! 


