
Bridges Church Reopening Procedures 
June 7, 2020 

Coming to Church (or not) 

• We will continue to provide the church service through Facebook Live and/or YouTube.   
• We believe that worship is essential in the life of a Christian, but we also understand that 

for health reasons you and your family may be unable to physically attend the service 
during this pandemic. We want you to know that this is not only understandable but 
recommended.  Please do not come to the worship service if the prospect makes you 
feel unsafe. 

• If you or anyone in your family have had the covid-19 virus and are still possibly 
contagious, please come to church online and please do not physically come to the 
worship service.  The CDC states “It is important to remember that anyone who has 
close contact with someone with COVID-19 should stay home for 14 days after exposure 
based on the time it takes to develop illness. Click here for the CDC guidelines to follow 
for both those that may have been exposed and those with COVID 19. 

• If you or anyone in your family are currently exhibiting signs of illness (fever, cough, 
runny nose, trouble breathing, excessive sneezing, sore throat etc.), for the safety of 
others, please do not physically come to the worship service.  

• If you are in a high-risk for severe illness, we encourage you to please stay home and 
join us in the online service.  Click here for more information from the CDC about people 
who are at higher risk for severe illness. 

• Finally, if you do not feel you can comply with the guidelines for reopening found in this 
document, we would respectfully ask that you participate in the online service and not 
come to church. 
 

Restroom Usage and Facility Cleaning  

• Restrooms will be cleaned and available, but if possible, we recommend that you do not 
use them because this increases the chances of the virus being passed. 

• During the service, we will have someone available to monitor restrooms usage, and 
they will wipe them down between uses. 

• If one member of your family needs to use the restroom, please be encouraged to take 
the whole family, and not send children individually. The restrooms will be cleaned after 
the family exits.  

• Restrooms usage will be limited to one person (or family) at a time. 
• We will only be using the sanctuary once a week for our Sunday service. 
• Prior to the Sunday service appropriate cleaning and disinfection of all surfaces will take 

place. Including all door handles, tables, floors, restrooms, etc...  
 

Church Entry 

• This may take some extra time so please arrive early, our desire is to begin worship at 
10:00 am but we will wait until everyone has entered the sanctuary in a safe manner 
before we begin. 

• For social distancing, there will be a six-foot marked line to enter the church. 
• Whether you are comfortable being near other people or not, we would ask that you 

honor the six-foot social distancing policy throughout your time on the Bridges 
campus.  This would include making sure your children maintain this distance from non-
family members as well. 

• Upon entry you will be required to clean your hands with hand sanitizer. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/end-home-isolation.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fprevent-getting-sick%2Fwhen-its-safe.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/end-home-isolation.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fprevent-getting-sick%2Fwhen-its-safe.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-at-higher-risk.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-at-higher-risk.html


• Upon entry your temperature will be taken with a forehead thermometer. Temperatures 
above 100.4 (38 C) will not be allowed to enter the sanctuary.  It is possible that because 
of heat you will not meet temperature criteria, we will ask you to sit off in the shade for a 
time and then be retested. 

• Masks will be required to be worn throughout your entire time on campus for people 2 
years and older.  The only exception will be for those who are speaking or singing from 
the stage. We will have extra masks on hand. 

• We will ask the following covid-19 screening questions and take appropriate action 
based on the responses. 

• Have you, to your knowledge, been exposed to the covid-19 virus?  If so, how 
long ago? If it has been within the last 14 days, then we will ask that you not 
enter the sanctuary.  

• Do you or any member of your family currently have symptoms of the covid-19 
virus? If your answer is “yes” to this question, then we would ask that you not 
enter the sanctuary. 
 

Chair Distribution and Seating 

• Chairs will be arranged differently, and you will be asked to sit in family groups. 
• We will do our best to arrange the chairs in such a way to facilitate six feet of distance 

between groups. 
• You will be ushered to an appropriate seat, please be 10-15 minutes early to facilitate 

this process. 
• Tables will be reserved for families with elementary age children only.  

 
Church Service 

• Because of several factors, including the requirement to wear a mask, the service will be 
of shorter duration. 

• We will not set up the information booth and there will be no coffee or donuts.     
• There will be no Bibles, giving envelopes, or prayer cards available.  Please continue to 

send your prayer requests through email to office@bridgesonline.org.   
• The offering box will be available in the back to drop in checks or cash.  You may also 

give in one of the following ways: 
1. Mail your cash or check gift to the church office (Bridges Church, 1363 W. Linden 

Street, Riverside, CA 92507). This is still a very safe way to give. The mail is being 
picked up weekly from the post office. 

2. Set up an Automatic Withdrawal from your bank to our bank 
3. Text +951 4254553 the number is live and ready to receive donations. Simply text 

the amount you'd like to give to this number. First time givers will be prompted to 
provide their payment method via a secure web page.  

4. Direct through our Bridges Church website. Go to the GIVING tab and click on Make 
a Donation. 

• There will be no bulletins or sermon notes.  We will continue to send out the weekly 
bulletin/newsletter via email. The sermon notes will be posted prior to the service and 
can be downloaded and printed from home ( https://bridgesonline.org/messages ). 

• Drinking fountains will be closed so please bring your own water. 
• Air conditioner will be on, but doors will be left open for added ventilation. The weather 

has turned to warmer, so be aware the church may be hotter than usual. 
 

Church Exiting 

mailto:office@bridgesonline.org
https://bridgesonline.org/
https://bridgeschurch.breezechms.com/give/online
https://bridgeschurch.breezechms.com/give/online
https://bridgesonline.org/messages


• Everyone will be asked to leave the sanctuary in an orderly manner as soon as the 
service has concluded. Please exit and do not stop in the foyer or in the exit path to each 
parking lot. 

• As you exit from the sanctuary and engage in fellowship, we encourage you, for your 
safety, and for the safety and comfort of others, please continue to maintain six-foot 
social distancing. 

 
Children 

• As of now, because it is difficult for children to maintain proper social distancing, we will 
not have our usual Sunday School Classes. 

• Children can attend the regular worship service but must remain with an adult. 
• Tables will be reserved for families with young children (elementary age and below). 
• Feel free to bring quiet toys for children to play with during service. Also, we will provide 

crayons and coloring sheets for the children to use during the service and can be taken 
home. 

• The playground will be closed. 
• Parents will be asked to help their children maintain social distancing with adults and 

children of other families while on the church campus. 


