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Theme -   Intimacy and Identity in a Time of Disruption 
 
 
 
Introduction - Pandemic Crisis as Blizzard, Winter, Little Ice Age 
 
The Impact of Pandemic Disruption  
 A.  Losses  
 B.   Emotional Impact  
 C.   Challenges to Faith  
The Impact of Crucifixion Disruption 
 A.  Losses    
 B.   Whiplash of Emotions  
 C.   Challenges to Faith     
Up Close and Personal -  Simon Peter 
 A.   Vocation Replaced   (Luke 5) 
 B.   Lineage Changed  (John 1:42)  
 C.   Relationship Denied (John 13:37,38)       
Our Likeness to Simon Peter 
 A. Trauma of Loss 
 B. Whiplash of emotions  
 C. Challenges to faith  
 
John 21:1-17 

After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this 

way. 2Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of 

Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. 3Simon Peter said to them, ‘I am going fishing.’ They said to him, ‘We will 

go with you.’ They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.  4 Just after daybreak, Jesus 

stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 5Jesus said to them, ‘Children, you have no 

fish, have you?’ They answered him, ‘No.’ 6He said to them, ‘Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will 

find some.’ So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. 7That disciple 

whom Jesus loved said to Peter, ‘It is the Lord!’ When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some 

clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the lake. 8But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full 

of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off.  9 When they had gone ashore, they 

saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. 10Jesus said to them, ‘Bring some of the fish that you have just 

caught.’ 11So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred and fifty-three of 

them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn. 12Jesus said to them, ‘Come and have breakfast.’ Now 

none of the disciples dared to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ because they knew it was the Lord. 13Jesus came and took 

the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to 

the disciples after he was raised from the dead. 15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, 

‘Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.’ Jesus 

said to him, ‘Feed my lambs.’ 16A second time he said to him, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ He said to him, 

‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Tend my sheep.’ 17He said to him the third time, ‘Simon son 

of John, do you love me?’ Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, ‘Do you love me?’ And he said to 

him, ‘Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my sheep. 

 



 

 
 
Jesus Meets Simon Peter in His Experience of Disruption  
 A.  Restored Intimacy 
 B.  Renewed Identity 
   
 
 
Reflection Questions –  
 
Intimacy 
1.  The shore along the Sea of Tiberias is where Simon Peter first met Jesus.  It was a memorable and emotional 
experience (read Luke 5:1-11).     Peter quit his job that day to devote his life to following Jesus.   Recall a time when you 
had an emotional or memorable encounter with Jesus.    What made it so memorable and meaningful? 
 
2.   Remember a meal with family or friends that stirred in you feelings of closeness and love.   What makes that 
memorable for you?     Imagine the scene with Peter and the disciples being served breakfast by Jesus on the beach.      
What might Peter have been feeling?    Reflect on your own experience of intimate belonging with Jesus during this time 
of disruption.     Ask Jesus –“What more are you inviting me to experience of intimate belonging with you?”  
 
3.    Jesus heals the “disrupted” relationship between him and Simon Peter, restores it to wholeness and re-commissions 
him to serve and bless others.    Is there anything in your relationship with Jesus that needs to be repaired?    In your 
relationship with others?     Act today to repair those and make them whole.  
 
       
  
Identity 
1. “Living in awareness of our belovedness is the axis around which the Christian life revolves” (Brennan Manning, 
Abba’s Child).      How aware are you of being beloved by God?    How does that awareness influence your relationship 
with God?   with other people?    With your motivations and fears?     Reflect and pray over these verses  - “As the Father 
loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love” (John 15:9) and “I have made your name known to them and will 
continue to make it known, so that the love with which you loved me may be in them”  (John 17:26).    
 
2.   Jesus serving a breakfast of bread and fish by the sea likely evoked memories of the feeding of the 5000 (Mark 6:30-
44), another time where Jesus served up bread and fish.   In that story Jesus multiplies five loaves of bread and two fish 
and gives them to the disciples to take and serve to the hungry crowds.      How do you need Jesus to provide “bread and 
fish” in your life right now?   Tell him about that.      Also, reflect on what Jesus has given you to distribute in service to 
others during this time of disruption in your life and others.   How is Jesus inviting you, like Peter, to  “feed the sheep” or 
be a “fisher of people?”  
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
   

 
 


