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1 Peter 5:1-5 
(Week 28) 
01/30/2022 

And Exhortation for Elders 
 
This is my message written out prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format 
and any grammatical mistakes. This is meant to be spoken. 
 
S1 – Title Slide 
S2 – Reading 1 Peter 5:1-5 
S3 – Title Slide 
 

• As you may have noticed, our passage for today 1 Peter 5:1-5, (which _____________ just read 
for us) is specifically addressed to the elders in the church, or churches. 

• If you remember from verse 1 of Chapter 1, Peter is writing to… 
 
S4 – …those who are elect exiles of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and 
Bithynia, (1 Peter 1:1) 
 

• These areas are scattered throughout Asia Minor and probably represent dozens or hundreds of 
churches.   

• And presumably (based on our passage for today) these churches had elders. 

• So, Peter is addressing/exhorting, encouraging, and instructing elders across a wide range of 
diverse churches. 
 

• But before we get to his exhortations for Elders,  

• It’s important to answer two questions. 

• First, what or who is an elder?  

• And second, how does this passage apply to those who are not elders? 
 

• So, what (or who) is an elder? 

• The word elder is translated from the Greek word (Pres-by-ter-os)  

• This is where the Presbyterians get the name for their denomination. 

• And it literally means an elderly (older) person. 
 

• Now this doesn’t mean that elders are automatically the oldest people in the church. 

• It means that elders were usually the older and certainly more mature believers. 

• Paul writing to Timothy about elders says… 
 
S5 – He must not be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall into 
the condemnation of the devil. (1 Timothy 3:6) 
 

• So, an elder is older, If not in age, certainly older (mature) in the faith. 
 

• We should also note that this word Presbyteros (elder) was used for the leaders of local Jewish 
synagogues. 

• And the church adopted it to refer to those who preside over the eklesia (the assemblies) the local 
church. 
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• So put simply elders were the appointed leaders in the local church. 

• I say appointed because there are several places in the New Testament which talk about the 
appointing of elders. 

• In Acts 14:23 we read… 
 

S6 – And when they (Paul and Barnabas) had appointed elders for them in every church… (Acts 
14:23) 
 

• So, throughout the NT we find apostles appointing elders to preside over (lead) local churches. 

• And so, the exhortations that follow are specifically for church leaders (those who have been 
appointed as elders). 

 

• And that brings us to our second question. 

• If you’re not an elder, how do these verses apply to you? 

• You might think that everyone except for Gary and Sean, who along with myself serve as elders at 
Bridges, can be excused from this sermon. 
 

• However, that is not the case for several reasons. 

• First, it’s possible that one day you may be appointed as an elder,  

• Or you may be married to someone who is appointed as an elder.  

• and you should know what you’re getting into. 
 

• Also, at Bridges church, our elders are not appointed by apostle but by the current elders,  

• However, they must be confirmed by a 2/3s vote of the members of the congregation,  

• So, everyone needs to understand not only the qualifications for being an elder, 

• (which are mainly found in 1 Timothy Chapter 3 and Titus Chapter 1). 
 

• But along with the qualifications of an elder you should also know what an elder is expected to do 
and not do in service to the church. 

• And that’s what Peter tells us in these verses. 
 

• And finally, even if you are not an elder and never become an elder there are still principles here 
that apply to us all. 

• In fact, in verse 5, Peter specifically addresses everyone. 

• So everyone needs to stay for the message… 
 

• Now back to our passage. 

• It’s been said that words matter, and nowhere is that truer than “The Word of God”. 

• Even the little words matter. 
 

• For example, in the ESV, 1 Peter chapter 5 begins with the little word So. 

• In the NASB, that word is translated Therefore. 
 

• The Greek word used here serves to connect what has gone before with what comes next. 

• And if you remember what’s gone before relates to suffering in the church,  

• to suffering for your faith, to suffering for righteousness’s sake. 

• Peter has been instructing and encouraging and preparing God’s people (elect exiles) to face 
suffering, various trials, insults and more that come from a hostile world to those who follow Jesus 
Christ.  
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• Remember verse 12 of Chapter 4… 
 
S7 – Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as 
though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's 
sufferings… (1 Peter 4:12-13) 
 

• Then in verse 17 this suffering (trials) are explained as the purifying judgment of God. 
 
S8 – For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God… (1 Peter 4:17) 
 

• And in verse 19 Peter gives this command… 
 
S9 – Therefore let those who suffer according to God's will entrust their souls to a faithful 
Creator while doing good. (1 Peter 4:19) 
 

• In the midst of our suffering for righteousness (good), we are to continue doing good,  

• To continue doing the things that cause us to suffer for righteousness’s sake… 

• And in our suffering, we are to entrust our souls (our lives and deaths) to God who is our faithful 
creator. 

• That’s how Chapter 4 ends… 
 

• And immediately following these instruction and encouragements to a church being prepared to 
suffer Peter begins Chapter 5 with the word… 

 
S10 – So,  

• Or therefore,  

• Peter is saying, considering what I have just written regarding suffering in the church, 
 
 I exhort the elders among you… (1 Peter 5:1) 
 

• So, what follows are Peters exhortations and instructions to the elders of a church on the brink 
of suffering. 

• What we find can certainly be applied to elders at any time in the life of any church. 

• But knowing that Peter is instructing elders as they prepare to lead a suffering church will help us 
as we walk through these verses. 
 

• But before Peter exhorts the elder, he gives a brief introduction. 

• He wants his readers (elders in particular) to know that he relates to their situation. 

• That’s our first point… 
 
1. S11 – Peter Relates to Elders 
 

• Verse 1… 
 
So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder (1 Peter 5:1) 

• From both church tradition and logic, it is believed that Peter was at one time an elder/leader in 
the first small “c” church at Jerusalem. 



4 

• But Peter was also appointed by Jesus to be a leader/elder/apostle of the big “C” early Church.  
S12 – In John 21:15-17, after Jesus’ Resurrection, he comes to Peter, who had denied him three 
times, 

• And Jesus restores Peter to ministry and appoints him as a leader/elder in the church. 
 

• Let me summarize this familiar passage for us… 

• Three times Jesus asks Peter if he loves him… Peter do you love me… 

• And three times Peter responds along the lines of, yes Lord you know that I love you… 

• And three times Jesus says to Peter… Feed Tend, my Lambs, my Sheep. 
 

• Jesus calls or appoints Peter as a Shepherd over his flock. 

• And as we will see, being a shepherd is the primary role of an Elder. 

• So, Peter was a fellow elder, a leader in the church both small c and big C. 

• Also, he writes that he is… 
 
S13 – (and) a witness of the sufferings of Christ, (1 Peter 5:1) 
 

• Now why does he say he was a “witness of the sufferings of Christ” 

• Well, there could be several reasons. 

• First because being a “witness” of Christ’s death and resurrection pointed to the fact that Peter 
was one of the 12,  

• That he was with Christ during his life and that he is an apostle (leader in the church). 
 

• But also, it reminds his readers (elders in particular) again that Christ (the head of the church) 
suffered for them and that as leaders they too will likely be called to suffer. 

• And finally, Peter says that he is…   
 
S14 – (as well as) a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: (1 Peter 5:1) 
 

• This is a personal application from Chapter 4:13 where Peter wrote… 
 
S15 – But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be 
glad when his glory is revealed. (1 Peter 4:13) 
 

• Those who share in Christ’s suffering will rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 

• So, when Peter says that he is a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed… 

• He is subtly reminding them that he has shared in Christ’s suffering. 

• And therefore, he can exhort them as they prepare to lead in a time of suffering. 
 

• So, Peter has related to his fellow elders by giving them his qualifications for his exhortations. 

• And then he begins his exhortations by telling them…  
 
2. S16 – The Role of an Elder 

 

• Verse 2 begins… 
 
shepherd the flock of God that is among you,  
 

• So, the role of the elder is to “shepherd the flock of God” 
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• Specifically, the flock (the people) that are among you in your local congregation. 

• Now what does it mean to be a shepherd? 
 

• This is one of the most well-known images in the Bible. 

• Its purpose is for us to think of how a Shepherd cares for and tends his flock of sheep. 

• And then apply that to how first God and them Man cares for and tends his flock of people. 

• Probably the most famous example of this is Psalm 23, where David wrote… 
 
S17 – The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. (Psalms 23:1) 
 

• The Lord cares for me as a shepherd cares for his sheep therefore I shall not want. 

• I shall lack nothing that my Shepherd deems necessary. 

• And then David (in the rest of the Psalm) goes on to detail the Lord’s care for him. 
 

• We also have Jesus saying of himself… 
 

S18 – I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. (John 
10:11) 
 

• Jesus cared for and tended his flock in the ultimate way, by laying down his life for them. 
 

• And in the same way Under Christ who is the Good and as we will see the Chief Shepherd,  

• Elders are to be shepherds of God’s people. 

• They are to tend to their needs; they are to care for them. 

• Even to the point of laying down their lives for them. 
 

• Now it’s also important to understand that in the New Testament when you see the word Pastor 
it’s actually the word Shepherd. 

• The word "pastor" comes from the Latin noun “pastor” which means "shepherd" 

• Now the noun "pastor" or "shepherd" only occurs once in the New Testament in reference to 
the leaders of the church. 

• In Ephesians 4:11 we read… 
 
S19 – And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 
(Ephesians 4:11) 
 

• Here the ESV uses the word shepherd where the KJV, NASB and NIV all use the word Pastor. 

• So, by the transitive Property,  

• If an Elder = a Shepherd, and a Shepherd = a Pastor  

• An Elder is a Pastor. 

• Elders are called to Pastor, Shepherd the flock of God that is among them (their local church). 
 

• I know that it’s common in our Christian culture to think of those who are paid as our Pastors. 

• But those who have been appointed as elders are also Pastors. 
 

• In fact, at Bridges, the paid Pastor/Elder (that’s me) has no more authority to lead or make 
decisions than do the other non-paid volunteer Elders. 

• We lead together in unanimity, we don’t vote about decisions, we must all agree before we 
proceed.  
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• So I hope that’s a good introduction to what it means to be an elder. 

• And in just a second we are going to focus on the elder’s specific responsibility’s (point 3)… 

• But I’d say implied in the role of shepherd and specifically stated by Jesus to Peter in John 21,  

• The foundational role/responsibility of an elder is to Feed the Sheep. 

• Specifically, to make sure that God’s people are receiving a healthy diet of God’s word. 
 

• Throughout the Bible God’s word is pictured as food, it is food for the soul, for the spirit. 

• Here are just a few examples, In Psalm 119 David wrote… 
 
S20 – How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth! (Psalms 
119:103) 
 

• And the Prophet Jerimiah declares… 
 
S21 – When your words came, I ate them; they were my joy and my heart's delight, for I bear 
your name, LORD God Almighty. (Jeremiah 15:16) 
 

• And Jesus, quoting Deuteronomy 8:3, said… 
 
S22 – "It is written: 'Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the 
mouth of God.'" (Matthew 4:4) 
 

• So, the word of God, is spiritual food for the people of God. 

• It causes us to grow and to mature into the who God has called us to be. 

• And it’s the role of the elder, the shepherd to feed God’s word to God’s people. 
 

• And so, as elders, to accomplish this role, we need to know both our people and the word of God. 

• We need to spend time and energy with both. 

• So we can feed the sheep the word in such a way that they can digest it and grow because of it. 
 

• And God’s flock should make sure their elders (their Shepherds, their Pastors) know and declare 
the word of God faithfully and regularly. 

• That they preach it and teach it in such a way that it is digestible food to your soul,  

• That through your elders you are given the word of God in such a way that you grow in your faith.  
 

• Now I’m not saying that you can’t feed yourself as well through personal reading, study, and 
meditation on the word of God. 

• But I am saying what Paul said to the church of Ephesus… 
 
S23 –And he (God) gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and 
teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 
(Ephesians 4:11-12) 
 

• God has chosen to gift the church with certain people (including shepherd/pastors) who are gifted 
in equipping the saints. 

• And I believe shepherds/pastors/elders do this mainly by knowing and feeding the sheep the word 
of God. 
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• Okay, so the role of the elder is to shepherd the flock of God. 

• And his foundational responsibility is to make sure the flock is being fed the word of God. 
 

• But as Peter continues, we see that the elders have other responsibilities as well. 

• That’s our third point… 
 
3. S24 –The Responsibility of An Elder 
 

• Now being an elder involves a number of responsibilities, including feeding the sheep.  

• But in our passage Peter focuses on one. 

• In verses 2, Peter writes… 
 
S25 –shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight… (1 Peter 5:2) 
 

• So as an elder-shepherd of the flock of God,  

• Peter says your responsibility is to exercise oversight. 

• And I think he focuses on this responsibility because of how it relates to their situation of suffering.  
 

• So, what does it mean to exercise oversight? 

• Well, the word is made up of two words in Greek just like it is in English: "over" and "sight."  

• And it means to look at diligently, to look after, to take oversite, to oversee. 
 

• Peter says the responsibility of the Elder-shepherd is to oversee the local flock of God.  

• Practically, that means they are to see the big picture and act for the good of the whole flock. 
 

• Now in one sense the elder-shepherds are just sheep like every other Christian,  

• with Christ as the Chief Shepherd.  

• But by virtue of their calling and their gifts and their appointment by the church,  

• they have a responsibility that is different than the rest of the sheep.  
 

• A responsibility that the Chief Shepherd will hold them accountable for. 

• We know this because in Hebrews 13:17 we read… 
 
S26 – Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as 
those who will have to give an account… (Hebrews 13:17) 
 

• The Chief Shepherd will hold elders responsible. 

• He will call them to give an account for exercising oversight,  

• for keeping watch over the souls of their flock. 
  

• The rest of the sheep will not be called to give an account for oversight.  

• Only the elders, the shepherds. 

• Did you tend the flock of God with care and compassion and concern?  

• Did you see the big picture and act accordingly?  

• Did you "exercise oversight" in such a way that was beneficial for the spiritual health (the souls) of 
your congregation?  
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• So, elders, who will be held accountable our oversight, we need to know the kind of oversight we 
should exercise. 

• And, for those who are not elders, they need to know what kind of oversight they are to submit to. 
 

• And Peter provides this for us in the rest of verse 2 and 3. 

• In these verses he tells us three things about an elder’s oversight. 

• Each of the three things has a negative and positive.  
 

• First, he says that an elder is to exercise oversight… 

S27 – not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you;  

• Now at Bridges we say that an elder is appointed for life as long as they are motived and 
qualified. 

• Which means they should continue as an elder as long as they haven’t done anything that would 
disqualify them. 

• They continue to meet the standards of an elder as set forth in 1 Timothy and Titus. 

• And they are motived, they are willing and glad, they still want to be an elder. 
 

• Now here Peter is saying a similar thing. 

• He is telling the elders to exercise their oversight "not under compulsion, but willingly 
voluntarily"?  

• As God would have you, God wants a willing elder. 

• So, don’t be pressured into being an elder, do it willingly, it needs to be something you want to do. 
 

• So, the question comes, why does Peter begin with this instruction? 

• Or what kind of situation might result in having elders who don't want to be elders?  

• That seems to be the situation, doesn't it?  
 

• There is a threat that elders in these churches are feeling like the work is not really something 
they want to do.  

• They are feeling forced to do it, when they would really rather be doing something else.  

• And Peter is saying, well if circumstances are causing you to be unwilling/unmotivated to serve as 
an elder, then don’t serve as an elder. 
 

• And this is where I believe the context of suffering comes in. 

• I think that it's probably the suffering of the church that accounts for Peter's emphasis here.  

• Because elder-shepherds have less desire to be elders and shepherds if it's dangerous and 
difficult.  

• Now there are at least two reasons to think that it was dangerous to be the shepherds of suffering 
flocks. 
 

• One is that when persecution comes, the leaders of the flock are the most visible and sometimes 
the most vulnerable.  

• Historically, if you are the shepherd of a suffering flock, you will be among the first to fall.  
 

• That’s the way it is right now in China as the Communist Party begin to crack down on religious 
groups. 
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• That’s the way it is in England where recently (May 2021) a pastor was arrested for making what 
were called “Anti-Same Sex Marriage Comments. 

• That's the way it was with the two pastors we talked about last week, Richard Wurmbrand and 
his wife and Joseph Tson in Romania. 
  

• And that's the way it was with Stephen and the Peter and James in the early church.  

• Stephen was one of the first leaders appointed by the apostles. 

• And he was probably one of the most eloquent spokesman for the church. 
  

• And James and Peter were the leaders of the whole church.  

• And in Acts 7 we read that Stephen was killed by stoning. 

• And in Acts 12 we read that James was killed by the sword;  

• and Peter barely escaped the sword of Herod by a miracle.  
 

• So, it's dangerous to be a leader when the church is under persecution.  

• And Peter is writing to churches that were about to go through a fiery ordeal and it’s 
understandable that the elder-shepherds might look for another job. 

• That they may no longer be motivated to serve as an elder. 

• And Peter says don’t exercise your oversight, don’t be an elder under compulsion, but 
voluntarily. 

• So is Peter saying to elders, if the going gets tough then quit. 

• No, of course not, I think his point is that if you are unwilling to suffer as an elder, then don’t be an 
elder.  

• It seems that suffering is one test of the true elder-shepherd. 

• Jesus makes that point for us in John 10.  

• As we saw already, He speaks of himself as the good shepherd and then he gives this principle. 

S28 – He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf 
coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. He 
flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. (John 10:11-13) 

• In other words, the presence of danger and difficulty (potential or actual suffering) tend to separate 
the hirelings from the shepherds.  

• And Peter is saying, no need to continue shepherding the flock of God if you are a hireling only. 

• If your fear of suffering is greater than you love for the people of God, then exit stage right. 

• So first, exercise oversight not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; 
 

• Now you might think that this exhortation and the coming suffering would rid the church of problem 
elders. 
 

• However, Peter warns that there are a couple strong worldly motives for being an elder-shepherd 
even when your heart is not in it.  

• A man might even risk suffering for these things…  
 

• So the second thing Peter says is that an elder is to exercise oversight… 
 

S29 – not for shameful gain, but eagerly;  
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• "Shameful gain" simply means you are in it for yourself, for what you can get out of it. 

• Don’t lead in such a way you gain something from your leadership. 

• Whether that’s money, or prestige or power.  
 

• Elders are not to be motivated by these base, earthly temporal things. 

• Instead, they are to exercise oversight eagerly. 

• They should be eager to provide what their flock needs. 

• They should be eagerly willingly overseeing and ministering to the body of Christ. 
 

• Then third, in verse 3 Peter warns against the other worldly motive that might keep an elder-
shepherd in their position when his heart for it is gone. 

• He says that an elder is to exercise oversight… 
 

S30 – not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock.  
 

• Not "Domineering over" or as the NASB says Not Lording Over… 

• This implies that the elder-shepherd is driven by the love of power.  

• He gets satisfaction from exercising his authority over the sheep.  

• He needs to be heard and he needs to be obeyed. 
 

• He likes the best seats in the synagogue, as Jesus said.  

• He likes to be addressed with titles.  

• He craves the praise of men.  

• He may be externally domineering, a good debater even.  

• Or he may be the behind the scenes, politician, seeking the favor of the powerful and enhance his 
security in office.  
 

• Peter says: the test of such elder-shepherds is in their life—their whole life.  

• Are they examples for the flock?  

• Is their public oversight a show, or does their whole life prove their authenticity?  

• Is there a public shepherd and a different private shepherd?  
 

• What about his family and his finances and his hospitality and his discernment and reputation 
among spiritual people and those outside?  

• Bottom line – is he someone who is following hard after Christ in such a way that you want to 
follow him. 

• Can he say along with the Apostle Paul… 

S31 – Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ. (1 Corinthians 11:1) 

• So, Peter is saying to the elders don’t seek shameful gain, don’t be domineering. 

• Instead oversee the flock willingly, eagerly and in such a way that you provide an example that 
can be followed. 
 

• And to everyone in the congregation, he is providing a warning about elders. 

• Even in times of suffering when you might think only the righteous elders will stay. 

• Be careful who you choose, because unfortunately sometimes even those who seem like great 
leaders can have hidden motives and agendas. 

• They can be in it for themselves, for shameful gain and power. 
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• But for those who are not,  

• For elder-shepherds who endure (oversee) even in times of suffering. 

• For those who oversee willingly and eagerly. 

• For those who provide a Christ Centered example for the flock to follow… 

• Peter promises… 

4. S32 – The Reward of an Elder 
 

• Verse 4 
 
And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. (1 Peter 
5:4) 

• For the past 10 years and even before that I have had the great privilege of knowing and working 
alongside men who have (at some sacrifice) given of their time and talents and treasures to be 
elders in this church. 

• I feel extremely blessed that even though none of them were or are perfect,  

• They are all good men,  

• Men who were not driven by shameful gain or power but by their love for their Good Chief 
Shepherd (Jesus Christ) and His flock (His Body).  
 

• And because of that when their chief shepherd appears,  

• He’s going to call them (us) to account and say, 

• Did you feed my sheep?  

• Did you oversee my flock in the way I’ve instructed?  

• Did you tend to their needs? 

• Did you love them and care for them and provide them with a Godly example to follow? 
 

• And for those he deems worthy… 

• There will be a reward: the unfading crown of glory.  

• When Peter wrote this letter, in the Greco Roman culture, athletes who persevered to victory 
wore wreathlike crowns.  
 

• Such crowns were typically made of leaves.  

• But the crown that elders will receive is made of (unfading eternal) glory. 
 

• What that is exactly, I am unsure,  

• I think it probably means we will in some way wear and share in the glory of Christ, the Chief 
Shepherd. 
 

• And even though I am not 100% sure what the crown will be… 

• I pray that one day I will be among those who receive it… 

• So that I can lay it at the feet of my Chief Shepherd,  

• For any ability I (or anyone) has to be feed and oversee the people of God as Peter describes,  

• is only because of the power of Jesus Christ working in and through us… 

• Amen and amen! 
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• Now those are the exhortations specifically given to the elders of the church. 

• But Peter has one final thing to say. 

• He’s told us the role, responsibility, and reward of elders. 

• But everyone in the congregation has been listening in and so now he turns to…  

5. S33 – The Response of Everyone 
 

• Verse 5 begins… 
 

Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders.  
 

• Now Peter could be using the word younger here to refer specifically to the younger members 
of the congregations. 

• Those who may be less mature and may have more difficulty following the oversight of elders. 
 

• But I think he’s using it to refer to the entire congregation,  

• not that they are all younger in age than the elders,  

• but, as we said earlier, in general, the elders are older in the faith. 

• And remember we saw earlier that the author of Hebrews has written…  
 
S34 – Obey your leaders and submit to them… (Hebrews 13:17) 

 

• In either case, Peter has said that elders are to have oversight in the flock of God. 

• And oversight is meaningless unless those who you have oversight over are willing to submit to 
their leaders. 

• I think the saying is true, “how do you know if you are a leader, turn around and see if anyone is 
following” 
 

• So, there is a call for congregational submission to the leadership of their elders. 

• And like all submission to human authority (like government) we submit to elders as we submit to 
the LORD. 

• And as Peter said to His Jewish Leaders who were forbidding him from preaching gospel… 
 
S35 – …We must obey God rather than men. (Acts 5:29) 
 

• Now I pray that this isn’t something we ever have to deal with at Bridges. 

• But if elders are leading away from the Lord or contrary to his word,  

• then they are not fulfilling their roles and responsibilities and submission would not be required. 
 

• But, in general, we are to be subject to the elders of our local church. 

• And if we choose not to submit, we better have clear Biblical grounds. 
 

• And as those who belong to this local body, when you become a member you sign a membership 
covenant, and part of that covenant is that you will submit to the elders of this church.  

• So, submission to elders is for everyone. 
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• And then Peter gives one final yet extremely important command to all… 
 
S36 – Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another… (1 Peter 5:5) 
 

• If we want our church to be everything God wants it to be,  

• then we not only must have elders who fulfill their roles and responsibilities,  

• but we must all together, all of us, clothe ourselves in humility. 
. 

• This doesn’t mean that we just put our heads down and act humbly toward one another. 

• This means that humility becomes part of who we are. 

• That as elders we are humble before the flock of God admitting and correcting our mistakes. 

• Knowing that we too are sheep and Christ is our Chief Shepherd. 

• That we are to lead/oversee in humility, with love and care, not lording it over the flock. 
 

• And as non-elders we in humility are to willingly submit to the leadership of our elders. 

• And Peter reinforces this command by quoting Proverbs 3:34… 
  
S37 – for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” (1 Peter 5:5) 
 

• God is against those who are filled with pride,  

• who make everything about themselves,  

• who seek their way in all things? 

• But he gives grace (his favor rests up) the humble. 
 

• May we at Bridges be a people who are clothed with humility. 

• Let those who are elders, in humility, fulfill our roles and responsibilities under the authority and 
with the power of the Good Chief Shepherd. 
 

• And let those who are not elders, in humility, allow the elders to fulfill their roles and 
responsibilities by being subject to them as they are subject to Christ. 
 

• And before we pray, let me say, that as an elder of this body,  

• it has been my experience and privilege to lead a group of people who are not perfect but who 
love and trust the Lord and seek to submit to the Leadership of the Elders that God has given 
them. 

 

• Would you pray with me. 
 


