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1 Peter 4:12-19 
(Week 27) 
01/23/2022 

Rejoice in Suffering 
 
This is my message written out prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format 
and any grammatical mistakes. This is meant to be spoken. 
 
S1 – Introduction & Review 
 

• Would you turn in your Bibles with me to 1 Peter Chapter 4. 

• If you’ve been with us for our study of Peter’s to elect exiles (believers) in Asia Minor,  

• then you know that one of his major reasons for writing is to prepare them (and us) for suffering. 
 

• Specifically suffering for righteousness’s sake.  

• Suffering that comes from a world who is hostile to God and therefore hostile to his people. 

• Peter wants to encourage and instruct and prepare those who are elect (chosen) by God to 
live (as exiles and representatives of Jesus Christ) in this hostile world. 
 

• Now, in Chapter 4 verses 7-11, which we focused on last week, Peter’s focus was Living in 
these last days. 
 

• He doesn’t mention suffering but that is still the context of this chapter.  

• So, it seems that he’s saying, whether suffering comes or not, this is how you are to live. 

• You are to be self-controlled and sober minded. 

• You are to love and show hospitality to one another. 

• And you are to serve one another with the gifts God gives you. 
 

• And in verse 11, he concludes that section by telling us why we are to live in this way and then 
praying for those results. 

• He says you are to live this way… 
 
…in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory 
and dominion forever and ever. Amen. (1 Peter 4:11) 
 

• Amen! 

• Those who have trusted in Christ are now in Christ and what we think and do reflects Christ. 

• So, our lives in Christ are to be lived through Christ for the glory of God.  

• That’s how we ended last week. 
 

• So, there are two things going on in this part of Peter’s Letter. 

• First, He’s preparing us to suffer for righteousness’s sake,  

• Specifically, to suffer for being a follower of Christ. 

• And second, he’s telling us how to live for the glory of God through Jesus Christ. 
 

• And the question might come, how in the midst of suffering, can I best glorify God. 

• And Peter, among other things, provides the answer in verses 12-19. 

• In these verses he will call Christians to do something that is beyond our ability. 

• That is: To Rejoice in Our Suffering. 
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• But along with the call to rejoice, he will give us Reasons to rejoice In Suffering. 

• And chief among them will be that in everything (including suffering) God may be glorified 
through Jesus Christ. 

• So let me read our passage and then we will walk through it together. 
 
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though 
something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's 
sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. If you are 
insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests 
upon you. But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. 
Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that 
name. For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, 
what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? And “If the righteous 
is scarcely saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” Therefore let those who 
suffer according to God's will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good. (1 
Peter 4:12-19) 

 

• As we read through these verses did you notice the themes of both Suffering and Rejoicing. 

• Rejoicing in your suffering. 

• And I dare say if you were to ask a 100 random people (even those who claim to be Christians), 
if Suffering and rejoicing can go together most would say No. 
 

• But if you were to ask those who’ve actually suffered for their faith the answer would be much 
different. 

• Paul Brand, the missionary surgeon to India wrote in his book The Gift of Pain: 
 
I have come to see that pain and pleasure come to us not as opposites but as Siamese twins, 
strangely joined and intertwined. Nearly all my memories of acute happiness, in fact, involve 
some element of pain or struggle. (Paul Brand) 
 

• Romanian Evangelical minister, Richard Wurmbrand, who was imprisoned and tortured and 
suffered for the gospel.  

 

• He described the pleasure (joy) he possessed amid the pain of persecution.  

• He had been in solitary confinement.  

• He had been beaten and bore many scars.  

• Yet he said that in it all this there were times when he was overcome with joy.  

• In fact, he writes that he would actually stand up in his weakened state and dance around his cell 
as if the angels were dancing with him.  
 

• In his sermon on this passage, John Piper writes… 
 
I have never heard anyone say, “The deepest and rarest and most satisfying joys of my life 
have come in times of extended ease and earthly comfort.” Nobody says that. It isn’t true. 
What’s true is what Samuel Rutherford said when he was put in the cellars of affliction: “The 
Great King keeps his wine there” — not in the courtyard where the sun shines. What’s true is 
what Charles Spurgeon said: “They who dive in the sea of affliction bring up rare pearls.” 
(John Piper) 
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• Do you believe this to be true? 

• That it is not just despite our suffering that we can rejoice but we as the people of God can 
actually rejoice in our suffering. 

• Peter clearly believes it and he wants us to impart this belief to his readers (to you and me). 
 

• Much of his letter is meant to encourage and instruct on rejoicing in your suffering. 

• In fact, in our passage for today he commands us to rejoice in suffering. 

• And he gives us reasons to obey this command. 

• The command is found in verse 13:  
 
But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings… (1 Peter 4:13) 
 

• And just to be clear, that word rejoice is not some mysterious deep inner peace that Christians 
can have. 

• Joy is not the Christian version of happiness. 
 

• The word means to rejoice to be cheerful and glad, to be happy. 

• We can sometimes try to redefine simple Biblical words (love and joy being 2 primary examples) 
based on our ability or inability to achieve them. 

• Since I can’t be cheerful and glad about my suffering, the word rejoice must mean something 
different. 

• But our inability to obey a command does not change the command.  
  

• And Peter isn’t alone in giving this command… 

• James concurs when he writes… 
 
Count it all joy (gladness), my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, (James 1:2) 

 

• Paul teaches that we are to be… 
 
as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing... (2 Corinthians 6:10) 

 

• As Christians we do not deny that there is pain, suffering and sorrow in this world, and in our lives. 

• But unlike those in the world, even in times of sorrow we are to also experience joy. 

• We are to rejoice (be glad and cheerful) always, even in times of suffering. 
 

• Whether that suffering includes ridicule, verbal insults, maligning, loss of relationships. 

• Suffering that you and I might experience today in our current culture.  

• Or suffering physically, imprisonment, torture and even death which has happened throughout 
history and continues to happen in some places in our world. 
 

• No matter the type of suffering, we are to rejoice not in spite of the affliction but even because of 
it.  

• And I know this is not the natural way people respond to suffering. 

• It’s a radical, abnormal, supernatural way to respond.  
 

• It’s not in our own power.   

• But it’s the way elect exiles are to live and represent Jesus Christ in this world. 

• And it’s purpose is that God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. 
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• Now clearly this command to rejoice in suffering is foolishness to the world. 

• But the world does not understand the things of God. 

• And sometimes we don’t either. 
 

• And so, to help us understand, to encourage us in our obedience… 

• Peter gives reasons (I found 7 reasons) why we can rejoice when suffering comes.  

• First, he says rejoice because…. 
 
1. Suffering is Part of God’s Plan 
 

• Verse 12 begins with the word… 
 
Beloved… (1 Peter 4:12) 
 

• At this point Peter specifically addresses his readers as beloved. 

• He’s not only expressing his love but also the love of God. 

• As those who are elect (chosen to receive God’s mercy) you become part of the Beloved. 

• And that’s crucial to know and believe in times of suffering. 

• Know this: what follows is written to those who are loved by God. 
 

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though 
something strange were happening to you. (1 Peter 4:12) 

• Apparently, 1st Century Christian culture was like ours in the fact that both believe that being a 
Christian means that we automatically escape earthly suffering. 

• Of course, those who are against God deserve to suffer,  

• but not us because we are loved by God. 

• But Peter says Beloved… 
 

• The fiery trail, difficulty, hardship, Suffering can come to you as well, so don’t be surprised. 

• Don’t think it’s strange. 
 

• In fact, when trials do come upon you, they are not meaningless, they are purposeful. 

• They are meant as a test. 

• That word test means a proving, a putting to a test. 

• Trials and the suffering they bring are not random, meaningless, strange occurrences. 

• They are part of God’s plan to test us. 
 

• Look also at verse 19:  

Therefore let those who suffer according to God's will... (1 Peter 4:19) 

• Suffering is not outside God’s plan. 

• Suffering is (can be) according to the will of God.  
 

• As the book of Job teaches so clearly, 

• This is true even when Satan may be the immediate cause.  

• God is sovereign over all things, including our suffering, and including Satan. 
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• So, rejoice when you experience trials hardship suffering for this is part of God’s plan to test you. 

• But the questions come, what is God testing and why does He test us with fiery trials? 

• Well, I’m going to ask you to hold onto that question, but we will address it later. 
 

• Now let’s turn to the second reason Peter gives for rejoicing in our suffering. 

• That is… 
 

2. Suffering Shows Your Union with Christ 
 

• Verse 13 begins… 
 
But rejoice insofar as (to the extent) you share Christ's sufferings... (1 Peter 4:13) 

• We are to rejoice because we share Christ’s suffering. 

• Now what does it mean that we share Christ’s suffering? 

• Well part of it could be that we are called to suffer as Christ suffered for us. 

• We saw that in 1 Peter 2:21  

For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 
example, so that you might follow in his steps. (1 Peter 2:21) 

• Christ suffered for you and that means you are called to follow his example. 

• So, following in Christ’s steps of suffering is part of sharing in his suffering. 

• But there is also another part. 
 

• When we share Christ’s sufferings. 

• It’s not just that we suffer like Christ. 

• It’s that we don’t suffer alone. 

• Your sufferings are not merely your own, they are also Christ’s. 

• When we suffer, Christ is not distant, he is not just an observer, he is with us in our suffering. 
 

• Joseph Tson, a Romanian pastor who stood up to Ceausescu’s repressions of Christianity, 
wrote, 

Suffering is not outside the will of God. It is in God’s will. This union with Christ is the most 
beautiful subject in the Christian life. It means that I am not a lone fighter here: I am an 
extension of Jesus Christ. When I was beaten in Romania, He suffered in my body. It is not my 
suffering: I only had the honor to share His sufferings. (Joseph Tson)  

• And when we share in his suffering it shows that we are united with Christ. 

• Because if we were not united with Christ we would refuse to share in His sufferings. 

• We would do whatever it takes, including denying Christ to avoid suffering. 
 

• Only those who are untied with Christ, willingly share in his sufferings. 

• So second, when you suffer for Christ, rejoice, because it shows you are united to Christ.  
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• And third, Rejoice because… 

 
3. Suffering Increases Our Joy in Glory 
 

• Verse 13 again… 
 
But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad 
when his glory is revealed. (1 Peter 4:13) 

• Peter is saying that when we (in this life) share in Christ’s suffering, it will cause us to rejoice and 
be glad when his glory is revealed. 

• This phrase “when his glory is revealed” refers to his return. 

• When Christ comes again to establish his Kingdom, at the end of the age. 
  

• Peter’s point is that we can rejoice now when we share in Christ’s suffering,  

• because our suffering now is a deposit in our account that will be turned to joy when Christ 
returns. 
 

• I know that’s difficult to grasp, maybe this will help. 

• I think this correlate to one of the things Jesus taught in the Sermon on the Mount… 

• Remember he said… 

…lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where 
thieves do not break in and steal. (Matthew 6:20) 

• Now when we think about laying up treasures in heaven, we usually think about rewards for how 
we use our resources (time, treasures and talents) here on earth.  

• Are we using our resources to further the Kingdom of God or to build our own kingdom on earth? 

• But I think (based on 1 Peter) we can also say, that sharing in Christ’s suffering is another way 
that we store up treasures in heaven.  

• Your suffering for Christ is not wasted, it is shared with Christ, and it will bring you joy and 
gladness in Glory! 
 

• Notice we are to Rejoice now, so that you may rejoice then.  

• Our joy now through suffering is the means of attaining our joy (our treasures in heaven) then, a 
thousand-fold. 

• Paul says it this way in Romans 8:18. 

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory 
that is to be revealed to us. (Romans 8:18) 

• Peter says that we will rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 

• And Paul says that glory will be revealed to us. 
 

• So, we can rejoice in our present sufferings because they are not worth comparing to the joy 
and glory that we will see. 
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• So, first comes the suffering of this life, and then the glory of the next… 

• And that glory (which includes rejoicing and gladness) is for both Jesus and for those who are 
united to him. 

• So third, rejoice now in suffering in order that you might rejoice and be glad at the revelation of 
Christ’s glory. 
 

• And fourth, rejoice because… 

4. Suffering Signifies God’s Special Presence 
 

• Verse 14… 
 
If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of 
God rests upon you. (1 Peter 4:14) 

• Peter gives a specific type of suffering, being insulted for the name of Christ. 

• Insulted because you identify yourself with Christ, you are a Christian. 

• This tells us that the suffering (the trials) that Peter is speaking of is not just physical, it can also 
be verbal. 

• None of us has probably every faced physical suffering but many of us have experienced insults 
because of our faith. 
 

• And Peter says when you do when you are insulted because of Christ, you are blessed or happy. 

• Be happy when you are insulted. 

• Why? 
 

• Well, we’ve already seen that “sharing in Christ’s suffering” means that Christ is with us in our 
suffering. 

 

• And to that Peter adds that the Spirit of Glory (The Holy Spirit) and God rest upon you. 

• Now that about covers it,  

• In your suffering Rejoice because you are blessed by the Trinities presence. 
 

• This means that in the midst of suffer, verbal or physical there is great comfort to be found.  

• In great suffering on earth there is great support from heaven.  
 

• When you think of the suffering that may come upon you for the name of Christ. 

• You may worry that you will not be able to bear.  

• But if you are Christ’s, you will be able to bear it, because not only do you have Christ, God the 
Father Son and Spirit will come to you and rest upon you.  
 

• And I think this is more than the normal presence of God’s Spirt in our lives. 

• We have been given the Spirit of God, and we are to be filled with the Spirit. 

• But I think Peter is talking about something different, something special that happens to those who 
suffer for the name of Christ. 
 

• And you might ask, what does it feel like when the Spirit of glory and of God rest on me in 
suffering? 
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• Well, the answer is simply this: you will find out when you need it. 
  

• The Spirit who is the helper and the comforter, will reveal enough of glory and enough of God to 
satisfy your soul, and carry you through your suffering. 
 

• And what this means, my friends are we do not have to fear insults and suffering. 

• We can live in this world as representatives of Jesus Christ, come what may. 

• We can live holy lives, bearing witness to the gospel even if it means insults and suffering. 

• Because we are not alone,  

• Rejoice because God the Father Son and Spirit are with us and will rest upon us in our time of 
suffering. 
 

• Now following that glorious declaration of God’s resting on those who suffer, 

• Peter also writes 

But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. (1 Peter 4:15) 
 

• Here, in the midst of his reasons to rejoice in suffering, Peter includes a warning. 

• Why? 

• Well, perhaps there were those who thought that these reasons for rejoicing in suffering applied to 
any suffering. 

• But Peter wants to be clear… 
 

• There is suffering that comes from following Christ and suffering that comes from one’s own bad 
behavior.  

• There is no joy or glory in suffering because you have committed evil, even if that evil is simply 
being inappropriately involved in another’s business (“a meddler”).  

• So keep that in minds as well… 
 

• Now we come to the fifth (and probably most important) reason we can rejoice in suffering. 

• Because… 
 
5. Suffering Magnifies God’s Glory  
 

• Peter has just said that we are not to suffer because of our sin… 

• And then in Verse 16 he writes… 
 
Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that 
name. (1 Peter 4:16) 
 

• Don’t suffer as a sinner which is shameful,  

• but if you suffer as a Christian, as a follower of Christ don’t be ashamed, but instead Glorify God.  

• Glorifying God means showing by your words, actions and attitudes that God is glorious to you  

• That he is valuable, precious, desirable, satisfying.  

• And that is fairly easy to do when everything is going well. 

• When there is money in the bank and food on the table. 

• When people in your life love you and care for you. 
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• It’s easy to say, thank you God, you have been so faithful, I have you all the glory for the great 
things in my life. 
 

• But what about when things go wrong. 

• When you experience trials and difficulties and suffering. 

• This provides you with a great opportunity to show what you truly value. 

• Is it God or is it the gifts of God? 

• Is it God or the stuff he provides? 
 

• The greatest way to show that someone satisfies your heart is to keep on rejoicing in them when 
you are experiencing difficulty, trials, suffering.  
 

• When you keep rejoicing in God in the midst of suffering,  

• it shows that God, and no other things are your source of joy. 
 

• I mentioned Paul Brand earlier — the missionary surgeon to India.  

• He tells the story of his mother who was a missionary in India and who did something that 
symbolizes a life devoted through suffering to the glory of God and not self.  

• Dr. Brand writes, 

• For Mother, pain was a frequent companion, as was sacrifice.  

• I say it kindly and in love, but in old age, Mother had little of physical beauty left in her.  

• The rugged conditions, combined with the crippling falls and her battles with typhoid, dysentery, 
and malaria, had made her a thin, hunched-over old woman.  

• Years of exposure to wind and sun had toughened her facial skin into leather and furrowed it with 
wrinkles as deep and extensive as any I have seen on a human face . . .  

• Mother knew that as well as anyone —  

• for the last 20 years of her life, she refused to keep a mirror in her house. 
  

• Twenty years of ministry without a mirror.  

• Do you get it? She was the mirror.  

• God was the light and the glory. 

• And her life of service and suffering magnified God’s Glory. 

• It said to those around her, God is greater than the comforts of this world. 

• God is greater than health and wealth and comfort and security. 
 

• But what about us, do our lives magnify God’s glory. 

• Or are they simply in pursuit of the things of this world, the things that avoid suffering. 

• Understand this, in this life there is great opportunity to glorify God, but it often involves allowing 
yourself to experience suffering so that others might see His glory shine through you. 
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• So, rejoice because suffering magnifies God’s Glory. 

• And rejoice because,   

6. Suffering Purifies God’s People 
 

• In verses 17 & 18 we read… 
 
For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will 
be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? And “If the righteous is 
scarcely saved (Greek saved with difficulty), what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 
(1 Peter 4:17-18) 

• This is a bit confusing so you will need to pay attention… 

• In these verses Peter is contrasting two groups of people. 

• Those who are part of the household of God also called the righteous. 

• And those who do not obey the gospel of God also called the ungodly and the sinner. 
 

• Peter wants us to see that both groups will be judged by God. 

• Now the judgement Peter is referring to here is not final judgment. 

• It is the judgment that takes place during life. 
 

• And he says that judgment begins at the household of God 

• In the Old Testament the household of God or House of God refers to the temple, 

• But now God's people are his temple.  
 

• Judgement begins with the people of God with Us. 

• And like God judged and purified the Temple in the OT 

• God’s judgement of his people is not punitive it’s purifying and cleansing. 
 

• And in this context trials and suffering are part of that Judgment. 

• Our suffering is meant to bring about our purification, our cleansing. 

• And how does that take place? 
 

• Well, that takes us back to our first point, 

• In verse 12 we read… 

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though 
something strange were happening to you. (1 Peter 4:12) 

• If you remember we saw that our trials, our sufferings, are not meaningless they was part of God’s 
plan to test us. 

• And then we asked the question… 

• What is God testing and why does He test us with fiery trials? 
 

• Well now we can answer that question? 

• Because it relates directly to the judgement that begins at the household of God. 

• The fiery trials, the tests, the judgment, suffering are all meant to bring about our purification. 
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• We know this because Peter already told us in 1 Peter 1:6-7. 

• He writes… 

In this you rejoice,  
 

• What follows is cause for rejoicing… 
 
though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, so that the 
tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by 
fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. (1 
Peter 1:6-7) 

• Peter is saying rejoice because trials, hardships, difficulties, and suffering are meant to test the 
genuineness of your faith. 

• Just like fire tests and purifies gold. 

• Your faith which is precious to God is tested and purified by trials and suffering. 
 

• This is how it works. 

• When various trials (or judgements) come into our lives. 

• When we face physical or emotional hardships. 

• If our faith in God is genuine, we will turn to him, we will trust in Him. 

• And we will grow in our faith, the things we thought were important will become less. 

• And our faith in God will become more. 
 

• But if our faith is not genuine, then suffering will cause us to turn against God. 

• Especially if that suffering is because we call ourselves Christian. 

• So, suffering serves to purify the Christian by drawing him or her closer to God and farther from 
the things of this world. 

• And suffering serves to purify the Church by causing those whose faith is not genuine to turn away 
from God and His people. 
 

• So, when we go through fiery trials (judgements) it’s to refine and purify our faith.  

• It proves and strengthens real faith and rids the church of false faith. 
 

• And I think that’s what Peter is contrasting in verses 17 & 18. 

• We can’t forget about the other group that Peter mentions in these verses. 

• In contrast to the judgment that takes place in the life of the righteous there is judgment/suffering 
for those who do not obey the gospel, the ungodly, the sinner. 

• And Peter asks What will be the outcome and what will become of them. 

• He doesn’t specifically answer the question. 

• But I think his point is this… 
 

• Suffering for Christ is a purifying judgment of God’s people  

• because those who are truly believers will suffer for their faith rather than for their sin,  

• and therefore, they will be found to belong to God.  
 

• But those (even those who claim to be part of the household of God) who are unwilling to stand 
with Christ when judged (tested by suffering) belong to “those who do not obey the gospel of 
God,”  
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• Those who will be both judged and finally condemned.  
 

• And so, putting it all together, it seems that Peter is saying, 

• Rejoice because it’s better to be judged (suffer and be purified) for righteousness than to judged 
and suffer condemnation as a sinner. 

• I hope that is clear… 
 

• And that brings us to our final point which includes a reason for rejoicing but also a crucial 
command…  
 

7. Trust God in Your Suffering 
 

• We’ve already seen that we’re blessed by suffering because the Spirit of Glory and God rest upon 
us. 

• But along with that verse 19 says… 
 
Therefore  
 

• This refers to verses 17 and 18 and the contrast between the righteous and the sinner. 

• Therefore, because suffering for your faith is better than suffering for your sin… 
 
let those who suffer according to God's will  
 

• The godly, those of the household of God. 
 
entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good. (1 Peter 4:19) 
 

• We rejoice because in the midst of our suffering we can entrust our souls to our faithful creator. 

• To God who loves us and created us in His image. 

• To God who has a plan and a purpose not only for our lives but in our suffering. 

• To God who dwells with us and seeks to purify us. 

• We can rejoice in his care for us. 

• But we must entrust our souls to Him. 
 

• And what that means is we must trust God with both our lives and our deaths. 

• The forms and degrees of suffering will differ for every one of us. 

• Our suffering may only be verbal and emotional while others might experience physical suffering, 
even torture for their faith. 
  

• But one thing we will all have in common till Jesus comes:  

• We will experience the suffering of death.  

• We will come to that final moment of reckoning. 
 

• And the question is will you entrusted your soul to God, to your faithful creator. 

• He created you, your soul, for his glory.  

• And He is faithful to His glory and to all who love it and live for it. 
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• So will you, even if it means suffering and death, entrust your soul to him. 

• Will you believe that obeying him, living for his glory, even suffering and death is better than living 
for the things of this world. 
 

• If we are able to entrust our souls to God, then we have no fear of this world and the suffering it 
can bring. 

• We are free to rejoice in our suffering. 

• We are free to see suffering for what it really is. 
 

• We can rejoice that Suffering is Part of God’s Plan 

• We can rejoice that suffering Shows of our Union with Christ 

• We can rejoice that suffering Increases our Joy in Glory (after death). 

• We can rejoice that suffering signifies God’s special presence in our lives. 

• We can rejoice that suffering magnifies God’s Glory and Purifies God’s People. 
 

• So, rejoice always and again I say rejoice. 

• Not in spite of your suffering but because of all that suffering for Christ means and does in our 
lives. 

• Would you pray with me to that end! 

 
 


