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1 Peter 3:8-12 
(Week 22) 
10/17/2021 

Righteous Living for All Christians 
 
This is my message written out prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format 
and any grammatical mistakes. This is meant to be spoken. 
 
S1 - Introduction & Review 
 

• Please turn in your Bibles to 1 Peter Chapter 3. 

• Today we’ll be looking at verses 8-12. 

• Now I want to remind us that Peter is writing to elect exiles. 

• To those who are chosen by God to receive an eternal inheritance, 

• but who must also, for a time, live and minister (productive) in this world. 
 

• And Peter is telling these Christians (both in his day and ours) how we are to do that. 

• This is how we as elect exiles are to live and minister in this world which is not our home. 

• And last week we finish his section about living in submission. 
 

• Since Chapter 2 verse 13 Peter has been instructing and encouraging in this area.  

• In 2:13–17 he addressed Christians as citizens and told us to submit to governing authorities.  

• In 2:18–25 he wrote to servants and told them to submit to their just and unjust masters. 

• And he gave us the example of Jesus’ submission and unjust suffering. 
 

• Then in 3:1–6 he addressed Christian wives,  

• He shows them a way of submission that can lead to winning their husbands to Christ.  

• And finally, in 3:7 he focused on husbands… 

• He says as those who are being submitted to you must live with your wives in an understanding 
and honoring way. 

• So that is what we have been looking at. 
 

• Now as we come to verse 8 there’s a transition. 

• Peter moves from addressing specific groups of people about submission. 

• To addressing all elect exiles (all Christians) about righteous living. 

• As we walk through the rest of Chapter 3 both this weeks and in weeks to come,  

• we will see that Peter’s theme is “Suffering for Righteousness Sake”. 

• And in these first 5 verses (8-12) he’s setting the stage by describing Righteous living for All 
Christians.  
 

• He begins… 
 
Finally, all of you… (1 Peter 3:8)  

• Peter has written to us as different groups about submission (and suffering). 

• Now (finally), he’s writing to all of us. 

• So, what follows applies to every elect exile, every believer in Jesus Christ. 

• This is what you and I need to do and be as we live and minister in this world.  

• And the first things we find in verse 8 are… 
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Five Relational Attributes of Righteous Living 
 

• In verse 8 Peter writes… 
 
Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble 
mind. (1 Peter 3:8) 
 

• Notice that these are not commands for how we should behave externally. 

• Instead, they internal qualities, characteristics, attributes that manifest themselves in relationship 
with other people. 
 

• Peter is saying, as a follower of Christ, this is who you should be. 

• This is who God desires you to be. 

• This is (at least) part of what righteous living looks like. 
 

• And from these five attributes will flow the behavior (what you should do) that Peter focuses on in 
verses 9-12.  
 

• So, Peter is saying these are attributes that all Christians should have as we relate both to one 
another and to the world around us. 

• And what I want to do is look at each one individually. 

• To do a little word study and consider what these attributes mean for us as we live an minister in 
this world. 

• Okay… 
 

• First, we are to have…  
 
1. unity of mind (homophrōn) 
 
Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble 
mind. (1 Peter 3:8) 
 

• This relates specifically to our relationships with other in the body of Christ. 

• It’s not possible to have unity of mind with those in the world for as Paul writes… 
 
For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God... (Romans 8:7) 
 

• We can’t have unity of mind with those who are hostile to God... 

• But we can, ought to have unity of mind with those in the Church,  

• with one another, our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 

• Now what exactly does it mean to have unity of mind. 

• Well, the phrase unity of mind is one word in the Greek, homophron (Homo fron) 

• This is a compound word, homo meaning the same and fron meaning the mind. 

• So, it literally means to be of the same mind. 

• To be in harmony with one another, to be like-minded or to have a common mindset. 
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• Now that doesn’t mean that we’re all mental or even spiritual clones. 

• That we must all think and act the same way about all things. 

• We each have our own tastes and preferences and gifts. 

• One of the things that both Paul and Peter emphasize in their letters is that for the good of the 
kingdom of God we gifted differently. 

• In Chapter 4 Peter writes… 
 
As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied 
grace: (1 Peter 4:10) 
 

• Peter then goes on to describe how God gives differed gifts to different people. 

• So having unity of mind does not mean we are all the same. 

• There is all kinds of variety in the Body of Christ. 
 

• But it does mean that we are to be united in the essential truths of the Christian faith. 

• As Christians we are to share common beliefs and values. 

• And those common beliefs and values are to be centered on God and His word. 
 

• We don’t all have to share the same political views. 

• We don’t all have to share the same taste in music or movies. 

• We don’t have to drive the same kinds of cars or live in the same kinds of houses. 

• We don’t even have to do ministry in the same ways. 
 

• But we do share the same Word from God, and the same indwelling Holy Spirit. 

• So, we can strive to be like-minded in the things of God. 

• We can have same mind about who God is, what God has done to Create the world  

• and Save His people through His Son Jesus Christ. 
 

• We can also to be like-minded in our understanding of God’s purpose for His Church. 

• This unity of mind should cause us to work together as God’s people for His purposes. 

• This is what Jesus (in John 17) prayed for his disciples 
 

The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are 
one, I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know 
that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me. (John 17:22-23) 
 

• We are to be one, we are to be united in mind so that we can work together for God’s purposes. 

• So that when the world sees our unity, they will see something different, 

• They will see that we are united by the love of Christ. 

• And they too will want to share in that love.  
 

• So, the first attribute is unity of mind. 

• And each attribute that follows contributes to our unity. 
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• second, we are to have… 
 
2. sympathy (sympathēs) 
 
Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble 
mind. (1 Peter 3:8) 
 

• Sympathy is the Greek word sympathies, and it literally means “having a fellow-feeling” 

• That is feeling what others feel. 

• As Paul wrote to the church in Rome. 
  

Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. (Romans 12:15) 
 

• We are to identify with the feelings of other people. 

• We are to have empathy and compassion. 

• We are to put ourselves in the shoes of others. 
 

• And this applies to those in the Church and outside the Church. 

• We are to have sympathy for those in the church as they live and minister as exiles in this world. 

• Facing the difficulties, hardships, pain, and sorrow of this life. 
 

• And we are to have sympathy for those in the world.  

• Those who struggle with many of the same difficulties, but they struggle without Christ. 

• So, we are to have sympathy for all people. 
 

• Now I must admit this is a difficult one for me. 

• I struggle in this area, not trying to be sexist, but I think many men struggle in this area. 

• This is something that seems to come more natural to woman than men. 
 

• But notice that Peter makes no such distinction, all who are in Christ, men and women alike are to 
be sympathetic. 
 

• And it seems to me that the first response of true sympathy will be prayer. 

• As Paul encourages Timothy… 
 
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made 
for all people, (1 Timothy 2:1) 
 

• As we feel what others feel, we can take their needs to God like they were our needs.  

• We can pray for Phyllis Thompson as she experiences back pain. 

• We can pray for the Cates Family who have recently lost a loved one. 

• We can pray for the Kings as they care for aging parents. 

• And so much more… 

• We can and should pray for our brothers and sisters as they face the challenges of life like we 
were facing those same challenges. 
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• And sympathy should also drive us to pray for those who do not know Christ. 

• Remembering that we too were once lost without Him. 

• We can pray fervently that God will draw them to himself. 

• And we can pray for opportunities to share with them the joy of knowing Christ.  
 

• Because along with prayer our sympathy for people should cause us to act. 

• To respond with sensitivity to people’s needs.  

• Gently helping and encouraging them. 
 

• Not necessarily having the “perfect” words for them if there even are such things. 

• But being there with them and for them in their times of need.  

• Being willing to listen and truly hear what they are saying and how they are feeling. 

• That’s what it means to have sympathy and it takes time and effort. 
 

• So, we are to have unity of mind, sympathy… And… 
 
3. brotherly love (philadelphos) 
 
Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble 
mind. (1 Peter 3:8) 
 

• That phrase brotherly love, is the familiar Greek word phila-del-phos. 

• It is a family feeling word, a word that means loving affection. 

• And this is probably directed specifically towards our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

• We are to love them, feel affection for them, be fond of them. 
 

• We are not to view one another as strangers, or as mere acquaintances,  

• or even as distant relatives.  

• We are to view one another as close family.  

• And we are to care for one another like we care for family. 

• We see this modeled for us in the early, early church. 

• Acts 2. 
 
And all who believed were together and had all things in common. And they were selling their 
possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. And day by 
day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food 
with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all the people. And the 
Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved. (Acts 2:44-47) 
 

• Some people try and use these verses to promote a political agenda, specifically socialism… 

• They say that the Bible teaches that as a society we should have all things in common. 

• But that is not what we find here, this is not a government agenda, policy or program. 
 

• This is a church program. 

• This is a family program. 

• It’s family meeting the needs of family. 
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• They shared possession, they shared meals, they met together in their homes. 

• They worshiped God together. 

• They had brotherly (family) love for one another,  
 

• And when the world around them saw the love they shared for one another, they liked it,  

• it caused them to look upon Christians with favor. 

• And in that environment God was able to build his church. 
 

• Love for one another is crucial in drawing people to God who loves us and them. 

• As Jesus said in John 13. 
 

By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another. (John 
13:35) 
 

• So we are to have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love  

• And add to that… 
 
4. a tender heart (eusplagchnos) 
 
Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble 
mind. (1 Peter 3:8) 
 

• The phrase tender heart is one word in the Greek, eusplagchnos. (you-splag-knos) 

• It’s similar in meaning to sympathy. 

• It means to be compassionate. 

• It has the idea of experiencing deep pity for another. 
 

• It’s not a word about behavior but about feelings, your insides—literally, your innards, your belly.  

• The literal translation of the Greek here means  

• "feel generous in your belly."  
 

• Peter is saying we are to have deep belly felt compassion, sympathy for others. 

• As we look at those in the church and in the world. 

• And see people experiencing difficulty, pain and sorrow. 

• Our response should be a REAL deep felt compassion for them. 
 

• Almost anyone can manufacture actions that look compassionate. 

• But Peter is saying that those who follow Christ are marked by true tenderness for their fellow 
man. 
 

• Now this word is only used one other time in the NT, Ephesians 4:32 where Paul gives us an 
application for the tenderhearted. 

 
Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.  
(Ephesians 4:32) 
 

• Paul says the tenderhearted forgive one another. 

• The tenderhearted feel compassion, pity, sympathy for others and therefore they can forgive 
them. 
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• And Paul gives us something else here. 

• The origin of our tenderheartedness and thus our forgiveness is the knowledge that God in Christ 
forgave us. 

 

• When we look at others who have wronged us, we are to remember how much we have wronged 
God. 

• And his forgiveness of us should move our hearts to tenderness and empower us to forgive others 
as well. 
 

• So, we are to have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart 

• And finally… 
 
5. a humble mind (tapeinophrōn) 
 
Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble 
mind. (1 Peter 3:8) 
 

• This phrase is another one of those long Greek words that I can’t pronounce –  

• tapeinophrōn (Tap-ay-no-fron) 

• This is really a compound word. 

• The first Part (tap-ei-no) means to make or to bring low. 
 

• And notice the second part has the same ending as “homophron” phron which means mind. 

• So, we are not only to have unity of mind, that’s a team effort. 

• But we are to have a humble (lowly) mind. 
 

• Which doesn’t mean we just take what others have to say with no consideration for truth. 

• Our minds are to be humble not dead. 
 

• However, humility of mind is, is crucial if we are going to have unity of mind. 

• Because a humble mind is open to the thoughts the ideas, interpretation of others. 
 

• Whereas a non-humble mind believes that they have it all figured out. 

• When they speak to you, they don’t really want to have a discussion, they don’t really want your 
input. 

• They are just seeking to give you theirs. 

• They present their ideas in such a way that leaves no real room for discussion. 

• Unless of course you want some conflict. 
 

• But a humble mind is different. 

• In Romans, Paul describes the humble mind like this... 
 
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly 
than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of 
faith that God has assigned. (Romans 12:3) 
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• A humble mind doesn’t think of himself or herself more highly than they should. 

• But they think of themselves with sober judgement (in a realistic way). 

• Understanding that even their faith is a gift from God. 
 

• I think our mind is humbled when we realize that we are utterly dependent on God for all things. 

• For life and breath and intelligence and emotional stability and faith and safety and more… 

• And were going to talk more about our dependence on God in all things. 
 

• But first I want to look at the rest of this passage. 

• Flowing from verse 8 with all it’s inner transformation comes verse 9… 

• In verse 8, Peter is saying, these are the inner relational attributes all Christian are to have.  

• And in verse 9 and then in verses 10-12 (quoting Psalm 34)  

• He says this is at least one way (probably the most radical way) these internal attributes will 
manifest themselves in our lives. 
 

• Peter doesn’t mess around; he cuts to the chase. 

• It’s easy enough to be united, sympathetic, loving, tender, humble people with those who love you 
and want what is best for you. 

• So, he doesn’t go there… 

• Instead, Peter (inspired by the Holy Spirit) gives us… 

A Radical Call to Righteous Living 
 

• Here it is in Verse 9… 
 
Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were 
called, that you may obtain a blessing. (1 Peter 3:9) 

• So, following the 5 attributes of verse 8,  

• Peter gives what is certainly one of the most difficult commands in all Scripture. 

• And notice it has two parts… 
  

• First, do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling. 

• I think we know what evil is (wicked, bad, wrong, sinful, harmful) 

• And reviling refers to insults, to slander, to speak evil against someone. 
 

• So, when someone does or says something evil against you. 

• Peter says, you are NOT to return the favor;  

• you are NOT to repay in kind. 

• You re NOT to do or say something evil against them. 
 

• And that would be hard enough. 

• I don’t know about you but when someone does or says something against me,  

• When I am hurt or insulted, my natural instinct is to do the same to them. 
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• So, I consider it a victory if I do nothing, if I just turn and walk away. 

• But that’s not the end of the command. 

• Peter also says, on the contrary Bless. 
 

• Bless those who do or say evil against you. 

• And what does it mean to bless, it means to “speak well of, to praise” to want what is best for. 

• So, when it comes to those who do and say evil against us, we are to speak well of them, to 
praise them. 

• To want and act for their best. 
 

• Peter have you gone off the deep end, are you kidding me! 

• No, in fact he says “for to this (blessing those who do and say evil against you) you were 
called. 

• This is a calling from God in your life. 
 

• We are called to live this way, seriously.  

• Look back at the chapter 2:20-21 where Peter says something very similar. 

…But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of 
God. (1 Peter 2:20) 

• Peter says that enduring suffering for doing good (unjust suffering) is a gracious thing in the sight 
of God.  

• God is pleased when we endure (are patient, do not act out) when we suffer for doing good. 

• Why?  

• Verse 21 gives the reason:  

For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 
example, so that you might follow in his steps. (1 Peter 2:21) 

• There's the word called again. 

• With Christ as our example to follow, we’ve been called to endure suffering for doing good. 
 

• And in the same way, with Christ still shining forth as our example… 

• We’ve been called to not return evil for evil or reviling for reviling. 

• Plus, when someone does or says something evil about us;  

• We are called to take it up a notch and to bless (praise) those who do it.  
 

• If you want to know your calling in this life, here it is in two places in 1 Peter (2:21 and 3:9) 

• You and I are to endure unjust suffering  

• and to bless those who do or speak evil against us.  

• That's our calling.  
 

• And what gives Peter the right to give us this incredibly difficult calling. 

• Well First, he’s an apostle appointed by Jesus Christ, Inspired by the Holy Spirit. 

• But it should also be noted that he didn’t create this calling;  

• He’s just repeating it in different words. 
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• Jesus is the originator of this radical calling for all Christians. 

• In the sermon on the mount Jesus blew people’s minds when he said… 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’  
 

• Now that seems reasonable. 

• Brotherly love, a tender heart for my wonderful neighbor. 

• But hatred for my enemy those who do and say evil against me, 

• That’s our natural inclination right. 

• But Jesus says… 
 
But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, (Matthew 5:43-44) 

• Love and pray for (Bless) your enemies those who persecute you, those who do and say evil 
against you. 

• This is our calling from Jesus,  

• This is our calling that Peter states in his own words…  

• And then he adds an incentive… 

Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were 
called, that you may obtain a blessing. (1 Peter 3:9) 

• Peter seems to be saying that there is a blessing that we receive when we bless those who do or 
say evils us. 

• And what is that blessing… 
 

• Well, I think it’s found in what follows, in Peter’s quotation of Psalm 34:12-14. 

For “Whoever desires to love life and see good days,  
 

• So, the blessing that we can receive for blessing our evil doing enemies is a love for life and 
seeing (experiencing good days). 
 

• Now what does that mean! 

• Well, we know it can’t mean that everything will always go our way. 

• Peter has just talked about the fact that like Christ we can endure unjust suffering. 

• Plus, the immediate context is someone doing or saying evil against you. 
 

• So, loving life and having good days is not dependent on our circumstances. 

• So, what is Peter talking about. 

• Well, I think he’s talking about the the joy, the satisfaction of God’s favor in our lives. 

• Remember Chapter 2 verse 20. 
 
…But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of 
God. (1 Peter 2:20) 
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• No matter our circumstances if God is pleased with us, 

• If God’s face is shining upon us. 

• If we are experiencing the grace of God in our lives, then regardless of our circumstances, 

• LIFE IS GOOD! We ARE BLESSED! 
 

• And if you say well, I’d actually prefer to escape my difficult circumstances,  

• I’d prefer if no one was doing or saying anything evil against me… 

• I’d prefer that over experiencing the grace of God in my life. 
 

• Well, then I would say to you, you’ve either never experienced the grace of God in your life. 

• You’ve never experienced the joy of God’s presences. 

• Or you have forgotten what it’s like. 

• As David writes… 
 

So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary, beholding your power and glory. Because your 
steadfast love is better than life, my lips will praise you. (Psalms 63:2-3) 
 

• Experiencing God’s love, his loving presence in our lives in better than life. 

• It is better than escaping the evil of this world. 

• To walk with God through evil is better than waking anywhere alone. 

• Again, David makes it so beautifully clear in Psalm 23… 
 
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are 
with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. (Psalms 23:4) 

 

• So, loving life and seeing good days happens in relationship with God. 

• And maintaining our relationship with God means we must obey his calling on our lives. 

• We respond to our calling found in verse 9, to bless those who do and say evil against us.  

• So Peter continues his quotation in support of what he has written in verse 9. 
 
For “Whoever desires to love life and see good days, let him keep his tongue from evil and his 
lips from speaking deceit;  
 

• Don’t engage in evil or deceitful talk. 

• Or as verse 9 says… Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling 

• Instead.. 
 
let him turn away from evil and do good;  
 

• When you desire to do evil, repent, turn away and do the opposite. 

• Or as verse 9 says… Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, 
bless, 

 
let him seek peace and pursue it.  
 

• Who do we pursue peace with? 

• Not our friends but our enemies, those who do evil against us. 

• We seek not to destroy them, but to bless them with peace from God. 
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For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are open to their prayer. But the 
face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” (1 Peter 3:10-12) 

• Again, do you see the condition. 

• God is watching us, his eyes and his blessings are on the righteous. 

• For the righteous, those who do right, God hears their prayers. 
 

• We talked about this last week with regards to the hindered prayers of husbands who do not 
understand and honor their wives. 

• The principle we saw was that Living right, Righteous Living… 

• Living in obedience to God helps us pray. 
 

• And here we see the same thing,  

• God hears the prayer of the righteous (and by implication he answers them). 
 

• But the opposite is true for those who do evil,  

• God not only ignores their prayers, but he is against them. 

• Not a good place to be. 

• So, Peter’s quotation of Psalm 34 reinforces and explains what he writes in verse 9. 

Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were 
called, that you may obtain a blessing. (1 Peter 3:9) 
 

• So, in summary, 

• In 1 Peter 3:8-12, Peter is addressing all Christians. 

• He’s telling us (at least in part) what it means to live in obedience to God. 

• What it means to Live Rightly or Righteously. 
 

• Which includes,  

• Being untied with your brothers and sisters in Christ. 

• Having sympathy and a tender heart for all people. 

• Having a humble mind, not thinking too highly of yourself. 

• And to put the cherry on top righteous living, fulfilling your calling means… 

• Blessing your enemies. 

• Praising, and doing what is best for those who and say evil against you. 
 

• And the question must arise... And I conclude with this… 

• How is this possible? 
 

• Now I hope we can all see that what Peter has described is humanly impossible. 

• It may be possible to muster up the ability do outward actions, even actions that look like united, 
sympathetic, tender hearted humble blessing of your enemies. 
 

• But Peter is not talking about outward actions alone. 

• He is talking about matters of the heart, mind, soul and spirit. 

• And the human heart mind soul and spirit (on it’s own) is incapable of being the king of person 
Peter describes. 
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• And once we realize that we are in the best situation possible. 

• Once we understand our inability to be and do what Peter (what the Bible) calls us to be and do. 

• We can then turn away from ourselves, our merger ability, and turn to God. 

• We can see… 
 
Our Dependance on God for Righteous Living 
 

• So we have already seen that God will bless us with his loving presence for righteous living. 

• But God also empowers us to live righteously. 
 

• Here is the deal, here’s the gospel, 

• Without Christ’s sacrificial death on the Cross, which not only pays the penalty for our sin but 
empowers us to overcome sin…. 

• Without the gift of the Holy Spirit which convicts and helps us be like Christ. 

• And Without God’s transforming work in our lives, we could not possibly have authentic 
genuine… 

 
Unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, or a humble mind. 
And we could certainly not bless our evil doing enemies. 
 

• We can only be this kind of person and do these kinds of actions because God is at work in our 
lives. 

• He is at work changing us from the inside out. 

• He is at work on our heart, soul, mind and spirt. 
 

• His work starts with our new birth, which Peter described in Chapter 1:3. 
 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has 
caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, (1 Peter 1:3) 
 

• We are first and foremost dependent on God for our new birth. 

• God causes us to be born again. 

• And it’s only those who are born again, who are new creatures in Christ, 

• that can hope to be what God is calling us and making us be. 
 

• So, if as we’ve walked through those 5 relational attributes,  

• you might have felt like one of more of them certainly doesn’t describe you. 

• And I am guessing when you heard that you are called to bless those who do and say evil against 
you. 

• You might have thought, I can’t do that. 
 

• We can imagine saying, "But Peter that's not the way I am. You're asking me to be something I'm 
not."  
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• And I believe he would answer,   

• if God has caused you to be born again, through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

• if the Spirit of God dwells in you,  

• if you are a child of God,  

• if you are trusting in God as your living hope,  
 

• then know this, this is who you are in Christ Jesus. 

• and as you trust in God's work of grace in your life. 

• You will become who God has already made you to be.  
 

• So, we must continue to live by faith in what God says is true about us. 

• We (elect exiles) living and ministering in this world, are not perfect yet. 

• But we can trust in the promises of God that he will never stop working in our lives. 

• As Paul writes to the church in Philippi. 

And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the 
day of Jesus Christ. (Philippians 1:6) 

• God is at work in you and me. 

• And we can trust him to bring about our transformation into the kind of people he calls us to be… 

• He is working in our lives that we might be united, sympathetic, loving, tender, humble people. 

• People who fulfill our calling and bless our enemies. 

• People who desire above all things to experience the blessings/the loving presence of God in our 
lives. 
 

• So, turn to him on a daily basis… 

• As you see and trust him for who he has called you to be. 

• As you trust him for what he has called you to do. 
 

• And as you understand that only He has the power to enable you to fulfill your calling. 

• Turn to Him, Depend on Him, Pray to Him that you might become who he has called and made 
you to be. 

Let’s do that together right now! 


