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1 Peter 3:13-17 
(Week 23) 
10/31/2021 

The Purposes of Suffering for Righteousness’ Sake 
 
This is my message written out prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format 
and any grammatical mistakes. This is meant to be spoken. 
 
S1 - Introduction & Review 
 

• Please turn in your Bibles to 1 Peter Chapter 3. 

• After Sean’s example last week of going through 1 Corinthians 15 (58 verses) in one sermon, 

• I’ve decided that I can finish all of 1 Peter Today. Just Kidding. 

• But we will cover a whopping 5 verses (Chapter 3:13-17) 
 

• Now two weeks ago, we looked at verses 8-12. 

• And in those verses, Peter introduces “Righteous Living for All Christians”. 

• Again, to be clear, he’s not telling us how to earn our righteous, because we cannot!!!  

• We are declared/counted righteous by God’s grace & mercy through faith alone in Jesus Christ. 
 

• So, if you’ve trusted in Christ, then God, both counts you as righteous,  

• and gives you the power (through his Spirit) to live righteously. 

• It’s a package deal. 
 

• And what Peter is doing (what much of the NT does) is instruct Christians who have been counted 
righteous in how to live righteously. 

• To be who God has already declared them to be. 
 

• So, if you remember, in verse 8 Peter gave us 5 Relational attributes of Righteous Living. 

• He writes… 
 

S2 - Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a 
humble mind. (1 Peter 3:8) 
 

• These attributes describe who we as righteous Christians are to be as we related to one another 
and to those in the world. 

• And then flowing from these attributes Peter gives us, a Radical call to Righteous living. 

• It’s as if he jumps to one of the hardest things that we as Christians are called to do. 

• This is righteous (right) living in the sight of God… 
 
S3 - Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you 
were called, that you may obtain a blessing. (1 Peter 3:9) 
 

• Righteous living means blessing your enemies. 

• We’re called by God to bless those who do or speak evil against us. 

• And when we do, we obtain a blessing. 
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• And in verses 10, quoting David in Psalm 34, Peter gives us an idea of what that blessing is. 
 
S4 - For “Whoever desires to love life and see good days… (1 Peter 3:10) 
 

• We are blessed by God with a love for life and good days. 

• In this life, when we respond to God’s calling, when we obey his commands. 

• Then regardless of our circumstances, we can experience what Jesus called the abundant life,  

• A life we can love  

• A life filled with good days in God’s presence. 
 

• Then, continuing to quote Psalm 34, Peter expands on verse 9, instructing us in how to 
experience this blessing. 
 

S5 - let him keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit; let him turn away 
from evil and do good; let him seek peace and pursue it. (1 Peter 3:10-11) 
 

• In verse 9 Peter told us not to repay evil for evil but to bless those who do evil against us. 

• And in verses 10-11 he basically is saying, in general as believers we are not to do evil but to do 
good. 

• Obeying God, doing good, seeking peace with our enemies, that results in the blessing of a love 
for life and good day. 
 

• And then Peter concludes with a promise… 
 
S6 - For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are open to their prayer. But 
the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” (1 Peter 3:12) 
 

• The promise is that if you do good then the Lord will hear and answer your prayers. 

• Righteous living will enhance your relationship with God and thus your prayer life. 

• But if you do evil the Lord will be against you. 

• So bottom line Peter is saying we are called by God to live rightly, righteously, to do what 
is good (not evil) in the sight of God. 

 

• And that leads us into our passage for today… 

• Where Peter continues… 
 
S7 - Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? But even if you should 
suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but 
in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to 
anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and 
respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your 
good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that 
should be God's will, than for doing evil. (1 Peter 3:13-17) 
 

• In Chapter 2 Peter touched on suffering for righteousness’s sake. 

• He wrote about servants suffering for doing good under an unjust master,  

• and he gave the example of Christ’s unjust suffering for us all. 
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• But here in Chapter 3, beginning in verse 13, this theme of suffering for righteousness’ sake, 
which we will continue to see throughout the letter, takes center stage. 

 

• And what is most profound,  

• and what I hope we can see as we walk through these verses, is this… 

• Peter wants us to understand that God has a purpose when we suffer for righteousness’ sake. 
 

• Usually, when Christians try to explain why there is suffering in this world,  

• The blame is given to human free will and human evil. 

• The result of the fall is that evil/sin entered our world and humans continually chose to follow that 
evil, therefore suffering occurs. 
 

• And there is certainly some truth in that. 

• But it seems to completely disregard the sovereignty of God. 

• God was in control in the garden and God is in control today, even over the suffering in this world. 
 

• Now Peter isn’t addressing all human suffering, so we won’t either. 

• Peter’s focus and ours will be the suffering which believers experience for righteousness’ 
sake. 

• Suffering, persecution that Christians endure because of what they believe and how they live for 
Christ. 
 

• And what we will see, and what will hopefully change our view of suffering, is that whatever the 
cause of the suffering. 

• God has a good purpose for it. 

• And that purpose includes both good for us believers (who suffer)  

• and potential good for non-believers who are observing or even inflicting the suffering. 

• Do you believe that? 
 

• If I were to say, suffering can be a good thing, most people (even some Christians) would think 
I’m crazy. 

• The fact is we do whatever we can to avoid suffering. 
 

• We don’t like it and we don’t want it. 

• But Peter in these verses tells us that Suffering for Righteousness’ sake has at least two 
purposes…. 

• The first being… 
 
S8 – Suffering Results in Blessing 
 

• Yes, that’s what Peter will argue. 

• And he begins, in verse 13, with a rhetorical question… 
 
S9 - Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good?  
 

• And the answer is, NO ONE. 

• Now this could be taken to mean that, in general,  

• Christians who obey the previous command in verse 11,  

• to turn away from evil and do good,  
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• Christians who are zealous (eagerly desire) to do good, should not expect to experience harm. 

• And by harm we think of suffering. 
  

• Now there may be some truth in that. 

• Doing good, doing the right thing, can sometimes lead us away from suffering. 

• However, I believe, Peter is saying something different.  

• The word ‘now’ at the beginning of verse 13, ties the rhetorical question back to what has just 
been written in verse 12… 

 
S10 - For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are open to their prayer. But 
the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” (1 Peter 3:12) 
 

• Put simply God cares for the righteous but He is against the evil. 

• And the word evil at the end of verse 12 is the Greek noun kakos (bad, wicked, depraved) 

• And Peter uses it again in verb form in verse 13. 

• The English word harm is the Greek Kakoo (to do evil to, to harm) 
 

• So, in context verse 13 is saying… 

• In the light of the Lord’s care, and his control of evil,  

• Who is there that can do you harm/evil?  

• And again the answer is NO ONE! 
 

• So, Peter is not encouraging Christians to believe that their chances are better than average for 
escaping suffering. 

• He is assuring them that, under God’s care, no evil will befall them.  

• As Paul writes to the church in Rome… 
 
S11 - If God is for us, who can be against us? (Romans 8:31) 
 

• Who can truly bring evil upon you if God is for you? 

• Because God whose eyes are upon you will protect and preserve you.  

• So, Peter, in verse 13 is not giving a formula to avoid suffering. 

• DO GOOD = NO SUFFERING. 
 

• Instead, he is assuring us that as we are zealous for good,  

• that is zealous for the things of God. 

• For God and his purposes, no evil will come to us. 
 

• But our problem is we equate evil with suffering. 

• If I am suffering, then that is bad. 
 

• And so, in verse 14 Peter addresses the real possibility of suffering for righteousness’ sake. 

• So, if you are zealous for doing good (following after God), then who can possibly do you harm.. 

• Who can do evil to you, Nobody. 
 
S12 - But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. (1 Peter 3:14) 
 

• So, Peter is making a distinction between harm (evil) coming upon us.  

• and suffering for righteousness’s sake. 
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• He’s not denying that there is suffering in this life. 

• He is not denying that even if you live a righteous life (you are zealous for what is good) that you 
will not experience suffering. 
 

• But he is saying that if there are people who intend to harm you, intend evil against you. 

• And this causes you to suffer, God will not allow it to be evil in your life. 

• In fact, for his children, he will turn the intentions of the evil doer on it’s head,  

• and instead of experiencing harm you will experience blessing. 
 

• Suffering is not for suffering’s sake, it has a purpose in your life. 

• And that purpose is not evil, it is for your blessing. 

• And just to be clear that word blessed in verse 14 means to be fortunate, well off, happy even. 
 

• So how can suffering for righteousness’ sake result in blessing, happiness.  

• Well, I think it works like this… 

• It certainly has in my life… 

• During times of suffering (more than any other times) we experience God in deeper ways. 

• If in our suffering, we turn to God, he is always there for us… 
 

• And that’s when we experience the depth of his love, his grace, his mercy, his comfort, his 
strength and more. 

• That’s when we see and experience God for who he is in our lives. 

• That’s when we know that God is Greater than any Suffering this world can dish out. 

• Jesus makes this clear in John 16…  
 

S13 - I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will 
have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33) 
 

• Yes, the world is filled with tribulation/suffering but that is not the end,  

• Jesus has overcome the world; Therefore, Jesus turns tribulation into triumph. 

• Or as the song Chad wrote, He turns Curses into Blessings. 

• In Christ, our suffering is turned to blessing. 
 

• We must understand that suffering is not the opposite of blessing.  

• In fact, remember that Jesus (in the Sermon on the Mount) declared… 
 

S14 - Blessed (happy) are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 
evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. (Matthew 5:11-12) 
 

• Those who are reviled and persecuted, those who suffer for righteousness are blessed. 

• We are blessed now (with God’s presence and power). 

• And we will be blessed for all eternity with a great reward in heaven. 

• So, rejoice and be glad when you experience persecution/suffering for righteousness sake. 
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• When the emperor Valens threatened Eusebuis with confiscation of all his goods, torture, 
banishment, or even death, the courageous Christian replied,  

 
S15 - He needs not fear confiscation, who has nothing to lose; nor banishment, to whom 
heaven is his country; nor torments, when his body can be destroyed at one blow; nor death, 
which is the only way to set him at liberty from sin and sorrow. (Eusebuis) 
 

• What does earth have to offer or threaten us with when we are promised the blessings of God. 
 

• Paul also knew personally the blessing given in the midst of suffering.  

• In 2 Corinthians 12 he writes… 
 
S16 - For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, 
persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong. (2 Corinthians 12:10) 
 

• Paul who experienced his share of suffering says that he is content with insults and hardships 
and persecutions and even calamities because when these things come upon him,  

• Yes, they expose his weakness but in Christ they contribute to his strength. 
 

• As he experienced the grace and power of Christ to endure suffering in this life.  

• He is blessed in a way that causes the suffering the weakness to make him strong. 

• Strong in his faith, strong in his relationship with Christ. 
 

• That’s the great blessing we (in this life) can receive in and through our suffering. 

• If in our suffering for righteousness’s sake we turn to the righteous one,  

• he will strengthen us, he will empower us with his loving presence in our lives. 
 

• So, the first purpose of suffering for righteousness’ sake is that the sufferer might experience the 
blessings of God. 

• But there’s another purpose as well. 
 

• Peter goes on to say that God’s purpose in our suffering for righteousness’s sake goes beyond 
the blessing we experience. 

• He shows us that…  
 
S17 – Suffering Reinforces Our Witness 
 

• Now what I mean is that our suffering contributes to and gives us opportunities to share our faith 
with others. 
 

• Now, we need to first remember the context. 

• Peter wrote this letter at a time when persecution of Christians was just beginning. 

• The Roman imperial persecutions had not yet come.  

• Christians were not yet being compelled to affirm the deity of Caesar.  
 

• Now there had already been Christians who had been persecuted and even martyred,  

• But much more was to come.  

• And Peter in this letter, it seems, is preparing the church for the suffering that is to come. 
 



7 

• Now in the west, Churches today experience little overt persecution. 

• But I think we too need Peter’s instruction.  

• It may not be long before we find ourselves suffering along with the persecuted church in our 
world. 
 

• Maybe you’ve heard of the recent banning of both Bible and Quran apps by the Chinese 
Communist Regime. 

• This is just part of the growing persecution of those who will not bow to the Communist Party as 
their “god.” 

• And if we think this or similar things cannot happen in our country, I think we are naive. 
 

• And so, Peter’s words to us have great relevance. 

• He would seek to prepare the church anywhere at anytime, not simply to endure persecution,  

• but to find in persecution/suffering for righteousness’ sake, an opportunity for witness.  
 

• And Peter gives us three steps that will reinforce our witness (anytime) 

• But specifically when we are suffering for righteousness’ sake. 

• First step, we must… 
 

1. S18 - Exchange Our Fear 
 

• What would you say is the number one reason people give for not witnessing? 

• For not proclaiming the good news of Jesus Christ? 

• Why don’t we boldly tell people about who Jesus is and what he has done for them? 
 

• I think the No. 1 reason is fear of men (and women).  

• We fear what people will think of us, or in some cases do to us? 

• We fear that they will ask us question we can’t answer. 

• We fear being dismissed as a religious fanatics. 

• And the list of fears goes on. 
 

• However, Peter says is, if we are going to be effective witnesses,  

• we must first exchange the fear of men for the fear of the Lord.  

• Verses 14… 
 

S19 - But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear 
of them, nor be troubled, 1 Peter 3:14-15) 
 

• With these words, Peter gives the first part of the secret to bold witnessing. 

• That is do not fearing those who can cause you to suffer. 

• Have no fear of man. 
 

• And don’t forget Peter new this fear well. 

• Waiting in the courtyard of the high priest’s house while Christ was being examined,  

• Peter was overtaken by fear of man. 
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S20 - Rembrandt’s painting captures the scene:  

• Peter has just denied Christ for the third time,  

• He swore that he was no disciple of Christ,  

• That he was not with him and did not know him. 
  

• And in the background shadow stands Jesus.  

• He has just turned to look at Peter. 

• So, Peter knew the fear of men. 
 

• But Peter also came to know the boldness of proclaiming the gospel. 

• Following his filling with the Spirit (in Acts 1)  

• We never again see him cowering in fear of those who could cause him suffering. 
  

• In Acts 4 we find him standing accused before the same men that had examined Jesus.  

• He who had feared to confront a servant girl now confronts the high court.  

• He accuses them of crucifying Jesus, and refuses their order to be silent.  

• He boldly states…  
 
S21 - We must obey God rather than men. (Acts 5:29) 
 

• So, what happened to Peter, how did he lose his fear of men. 

• Well, his filling with the Holy Spirit was certainly crucial. 

• And in verse 15 I think we find, at least in part of what the Holy Spirit did in Peter’s heart to bring 
about this radical transformation. 

 
S22 - …Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as 
holy… (1 Peter 3:14-15) 
 

• Instead of fearing men, Peter says honor Christ the Lord as holy. 

• Peter is quoting from and summarizing Isaiah 8:12-13. 
 
S23 - …do not fear what they fear, nor be in dread. But the LORD of hosts, him you shall honor 
as holy. Let him be your fear, and let him be your dread. (Isaiah 8:12-13) 

• We are not to share the fears of the people, we are not to fear men. 

• But instead, we are to honor the lord has holy. 

• To fear, to be in awe of the LORD. 
 

• Bottom line: We are to exchange our (unhealthy) fear of (unworthy) men for a (healthy) fear of the 
(holy honorable) Lord. 

• The cure to the fear of men is fear of the Holy Holy Holy Lord. 
 

• When Peter writes.. but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy  

• Or literally sanctify Christ as Lord 

• The Lord almighty (not any human being) is who we are to regard as holy. 

• So what does it look like to sanctity Christ the Lord our hearts? 
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• Well, When the Lord sanctifies us, he makes us holy;  

• And when we sanctify the Lord, we set him apart as the Holy One.  

• We recognize and submit to his lordship, his rule and reign in our lives.  
 

• So, to break the grip of fear that men have over us… 

• We must confess Christ’s lordship with more than words or mental assent.  

• We must confess it with our heart’s devotion.  
 

• Setting him apart as Lord means bowing before him in adoration and praise.  

• A praising heart is immune to the fear of other people.  

• Fear of another sort takes possession of our hearts and minds:  

• a fear of the Lord that does not flee in terror, but draws near in awe and worship. 
 

• Now the fact that we do not fear men should not produce pride in us. 

• We must not say to our enemies (our persecutors) “Ha Ha I have no fear of you” 

• God’s going to get you! My God is bigger than your God… 
 

• Instead, we are to bear witness to them,   

• We both fear and adore the Lord Jesus Christ who redeemed us at the cost of his life’s. 

• The Lord we fear is the Lord we sanctify in our hearts, is the Lord who died for us. 

• And for His sake and for His Glory… We take the second step and… 
 

2. S24 - Defend Our Hope 
 

• Verse 15… 
 

but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to 
anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you… (1 Peter 3:15) 

• So, flowing from hearts that no longer fear those who can cause our suffering. 

• But instead, hearts that fear and sanctify Christ as Holy.  

• Comes an eternal hope in the Lord. 
 

• In response to those who may cause us to suffer or to those who just ask us questions. 

• We give a reason for the hope that is in us.  
 

• Now Peter has and will continue to talk about hope. 

• Hope is similar to faith. 

• Hope is faith as it looks to the future.  

• It is a sure hope, not wishful thinking,  

• and it is firmly grounded in Christ and his finished work on the Cross. 
 

• And according to Peter our hope provides the content of our witness. 

• We are to always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason 
for the hope that is in you 
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• And what hope is in us. 

• Well as the song so beautifully reminds us… 

• My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness 
 

• Our hope is in Jesus Christ.  

• We sanctify the Lord Christ in our hearts; this puts an end to our fear of man.  

• And we sanctify Christ in our words; this is the start of our witness.  
 

• And Peter says we are always being prepared to defend this hope. 

• We are prepared by knowing the word of God, the Word of Christ. 

• And we are always being prepared by the continual honoring of Christ the Lord as holy in our 
heart. 
 

• Continuing in a relationship with Christ that lifts him up set’s him apart as the one to whom we 
obey in all things. 

• The most important preparation for witness is not knowing all the answers it’s knowing and 
honoring and glorifying Christ in your hearts. 
 

• And that is what we are always to be doing,  

• preparation for witness comes to those who maintain their relationship with Christ. 

• And when that is the case, we can then defend the reason for our hope. 
 

• The word that Peter uses for defense is the Greek work apologia.  

• Where we get our word apology… 
 

• Now, we use the word almost exclusively in the sense of ‘excuse’, to express regret for a wrong.  

• However, in the New Testament, the word is used to describe a ‘defense’,  

• That’s why the formal word for defending the faith is Apologetics. 
 

• In the NT the word apologia is usually used in a formal or courtroom context. 

• Paul, for example, speaks of his right, under Roman law, to meet his accusers face to face and to 
make his ‘defense’ against their charges. 
 

• So, as Peter speaks of Christian readiness to defend their hope,  

• he is certainly thinking about the situations in which they might be brought before a Roman court.  

• However, his encouragement is not limited to Christians in court.  

• He speaks of being prepared to make a defense to all who might ask a reason for their hope.  
 

• Christians must be ever ready,  

• not only because we can be called to face official charges one day,  

• but because we might be accused or challenged by suspicious or malicious people any day. 
  

• It is true, of course, that the witness of a godly life can cause questions of another sort.  

• Unbelievers may be so impressed with our lives that they ask about our hope.  
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• But Peter is specifically speaking of a defense of hope while suffering for righteousness’ sake.  

• He wants us to be prepared for attacks against our faith,  

• He wants us to see that confrontation can be turned into an occasion for witness. 

• And what does that look like? 
 

• Well, I think we find examples in the book of Acts. 

• Here we see the apostles defending their hope.  

• And what we find is that a strong offence is the best defense.  
 

• Christians defend their faith by proclaiming the gospel,  

• By declaring the reality of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

• Paul’s defense before Agrippa in Acts 26 shows us why Peter speaks of giving a reason for the 
hope that we have. 

• Paul declares,  

S25 - And now I stand here on trial because of my hope in the promise made by God to our 
fathers, to which our twelve tribes hope to attain, as they earnestly worship night and day. 
And for this hope I am accused by Jews, O king! Why is it thought incredible by any of you 
that God raises the dead? (Acts 26:6-8) 

• Both Peter and Paul center their hope on the reality of the resurrection,  

• and they both proclaim the resurrection as the fulfilment of Scripture.  

• In verses 22-23 of Acts 26, Paul summarizes his defense:  
 
S26 - To this day I have had the help that comes from God, and so I stand here testifying both 
to small and great, saying nothing but what the prophets and Moses said would come to pass: 
that the Christ must suffer and that, by being the first to rise from the dead, he would proclaim 
light both to our people and to the Gentiles.” (Acts 26:22-23) 

• This is the cause of our great hope. 

• This is the hope we defend. 

• That Jesus Christ suffered and died for our sins  

• And that God resurrected Jesus Christ from the dead, showing his victory over sin and death. 
 

• When people ask you the reason you have hope in this continually evil world. 

• Be prepared to explain (to defend without fear) the fact that your hope is in the one who gave his 
life for you. 

• Your hope is in the one who rose from the dead. 

• Your hope is in the one who promises that you to, by his death for your sins, will rise from the 
dead to an eternal life in the presence of God.  
 

• So, Peter has made it clear that Christians are to be bold/fearless in defending their hope (their 
faith in Christ).  

• Sanctifying the Lord in their hearts, they are ready at all times to confess his name before others.  

• But Peter then adds two qualifications for our fearless defense… 
 
S27 - but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a 
defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with 
gentleness and respect, (1 Peter 3:15) 
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• As we defend our hope, we are to be gentle to those who ask, humble even. 

• We cannot take pride in the fact that we believe, and they don’t. 

• As Peter has said earlier in verse 8, we are to be sympathetic and tender hearted to all 
people. 

• Because we know that it is only by God’s mercy and grace that we have received this great hope. 
 

• Now Peter also says we are to defend our hope with respect. 

• And you might think he means we are to respect those who are asking about our hope. 

• But I don’t think respect is the best translation. 
 

• The word respect here would be better translated fear. 

• Because it’s the Greek word Phobos which is usually translated fear. 
 

• So is Peter saying we are to fear those who are asking about our hope. 

• Well, obviously not, because Peter has just said in verse 14 (with he same word) that we are to 
have no fear of men. 
 

• So, it seems to me that this (respect/phobos) is speaking of our fear of the Lord.  

• Peter is teaching us that we are to defend our hope with gentleness toward man and fear of the 
Lord. 

• So, our humble defenses should be focused on Christ,  

• It should seek to honor Christ as holy. 

• It is centered on Christ’s death and resurrection. 

• We are humble about who we are… 

• But we make no apologies for who Christ is. 

• We defend the fact that our hope is in the one who died for our sins and rose from the dead, 
conquering sin and death and provided for us eternal life in His presence. 
 

• So first we exchange our fear and second, we Defend (we boldly speak out about) our Hope in 
Christ 

• And you might think that’s where it ends, but there is a final crucial step. 

• Because there is more to our witness that defending the reason for our hope with our words. 

• Peter goes on to include our behavior. 

• The thirds step in our witness is… 
 

3. S28 - Maintain Our Good Behavior 
 

• Verses 16  
 

having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good 
behavior in Christ may be put to shame. (1 Peter 3:16) 

• Notice that Peter begins, not with good behavior but a good conscience. 

• And I think this is crucial for the Christian. 

• Anyone can for a variety of reasons, have external outward good behavior. 
 

• But Peter begins with a good conscience this has to do with our internal thoughts and feeling. 

• So, we must begin with a good conscience. 

• That is, we know that our behavior is good because we have sanctified Christ in our hearts. 
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• Notice that Peter says, “your good behavior in Christ” 

• It is because we are in Christ that we can maintain good behavior. 

• For it is Christ who works in us to transform us into His glorious image. 
 

• And so, when we are slandered for our good behavior in Christ,  

• those who slander us will eventually (one day) be put to shame. 

• Because what we are doing in Christ is right. 
 

• Now putting this in context, Peter is saying is that our verbal defense of our hope, must be backed 
up with good behavior. 
  

• We can have the most glorious, accurate, convincing presentation of our hope in the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. 

• But if we then turn around and live just like the world, if we don’t do good but instead indulge in 
evil. 

• Then we have destroyed the verbal defense of our hope. 
 

• Peter then summarizes by writing… 

S29 - For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God's will, than for doing evil. (1 
Peter 3:17) 
 

• Peter, is again encouraging Christians to endure suffering.  

• And notice that he includes the idea of God’s will. 

• We have seen that our suffering can be part of God’s will, God’s plan and purpose for us. 

• He uses our suffering for our good (blessing) and the good of others (witness). 
 

• But this seems to also imply that suffering is not always God’s will. 

• I am reading a book on Church History, and there were people who thought suffering for Christ 
especially being martyred would cause them to receive a special reward. 

• So, they sought out suffering and martyrdom. 
 

• But Peter is saying, suffering my not be in God’s plan for you, no need to seek it out. 

• If it comes because you have done good, then allow God to use it in your life.  
 

• Because suffering for doing good is not the worst thing (remember suffering for righteousness’ 
sake brings blessing). 

• The worst thing is doing evil. 
 

• So, I hope you are now convinced by God’s word that suffering for righteousness sake. 

• Suffering because you are living in obedience to God is not something to be avoided. 

• Because one way God blesses us is through Suffering,  

• And it is through suffering that God can give us opportunities to share our faith with others. 
 

• So, I will not ask us to pray for suffering but I will ask us that if suffering comes, 

• If suffering is God’s will for us, that we allow God to use it in our lives and the lives of others. 
 

• Prayer 


