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1 Peter  
(Week 15) 
08/15/2021 

Your Identity and Purpose  
 
This is my message written out prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format 
and any grammatical mistakes. This is meant to be spoken. 
 
S1 - Introduction & Review 
 

• This morning, let me begin with two different brief descriptions of the same Christian man. 

• First description…  

• He struggles with a particular sin. 

• This sin is something hidden from others.  

• Something he does when he’s alone. 

• He’s struggled for years to overcome this sin,  

• And He comes to the Lord often in humility and sorrow, he confesses and repents. 

• He has times of victory but also times of failure. 

• So that’s the first description of the Man – Let’s call it – The Sinner. 
 

• Now the second description is of this same Christian man. 

• He reads his Bible, prays, and attends church almost every Sunday. 

• He worships the Lord through singing and through the word. 

• He’s in a small group where he has genuine relationships and encourages his fellow believers. 

• He also takes the opportunity to share his faith with non-believers. 

• That’s the second description of the Man – Let’s call it – The Saint. 
 

• Now let me ask you a question. 

• Which description gives us a more accurate view of who this man truly is? 

• Who is this Man? 

• Is he a sinner or a saint? 
 

• Now you might say well both, and there’s some truth in that. 

• But something we often here in Christian circles is this… 

• Who you really are is who you are when you are alone, when no one is looking? 

• That’s what defines you. 

• In fact, former UCLA Basketball Coach and Believer John Wooden says… 
 
S2 - The true test of a man’s character is what he does when no one is watching. (John 
Wooden) 

 

• Now far be it from me to disagree with John Wooden. 

• And I certainly see what he’s saying. 

• But in reality, we’ve all sinned and fallen short of God’s glory. 

• We’ve all done sinful things when no one is watching. 

• We’ve all done things we are not proud of. 

• The question is, do we allow those things (our sin) to define not only who we are but what we do?  
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• And it’s my prayer that today we grow in our resolve to answer no. 

• No, I’m not defined by my sin but instead I am defined by God through his word.  

• My identity and purpose come from my Heavenly Father. 
 

• And to get us started in the right direction, let me paraphrase something I learned from our 
founding Pastor David Dougherty.  

• He said… 
 
S3 - Who you truly are is not revealed when you are alone, but when you are in the presence 
of God. (David Dougherty) 
 

• And I believe this is what we’ll find in our passage today. 

• That our Identity and our Purpose is not defined by our sin but by God and our relationship with 
Him. 
 

• Please turn in your Bibles to 1 Peter Chapter 2. 

• We’ll be focusing on verses 9 & 10… where Peter writes to all Christians… 
 

S4 - But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness 
into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you 
had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. (1 Peter 2:9-10) 
 

• Now in these verses Peter is clearly telling his readers (elect exiles) two main things. 

• He is proclaiming their Identity – This is who you are. 

• And he is proclaiming their purpose - This is what you do 
 

• And remember the context here… 

• At the beginning of verse 4 Peter writes… 
 
S5 - As you come to him (the Lord Jesus) … (1 Peter 2:4) 
 

• As you enter into his presence. 

• And then to encourage that coming Peter does two things. 

• First, in the rest of verse 4 (and with support from verses 6-8), he describes who they’re 
coming to. 

• Who Jesus is… 
 
S6 - As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and 
precious, (1 Peter 2:4) 
 

• Jesus is a living stone. 

• He is the cornerstone (the first of many stones) in God’s eternal Kingdom.  

• He will remove the shame and bring honor to those who trust in him so come to Him. 
  

• Also, Peter says Jesus was rejected by men.  

• and therefore, he understands that His people will also be rejected so come to Him. 
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• And finally, Jesus is chosen and precious in the sight of God…  

• God chose to bring salvation to you and me through his one and only divine and precious Son 
Jesus Christ… so come to Him. 
 

• So, in verse 4, Peter encourages us to come to the Lord. 

• And then in verse 5 he tells us what happens when we come. 
 
S7 - you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. (1 Peter 2:5) 
 

• As those who are like living stones, who become part of what God is building, 

• We come to Christ to be built up as a spiritual house where God will dwell. 
 

• And we come to be a holy priesthood…  

• We are made holy by the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ  

• and because of that we become priests before a Holy God.   

• We can therefore come to him any time. 
 

• And finally, as holy priests we come to him to offer Spiritual Sacrifices… 

• We come to him offering all we have all we are to him to his service  

• We come to live sacrificial holy lives as he has call us to. 
 

• So, Peter has told us who we’re coming to and what happens when we come to him. 

• So, the context of what comes next is coming to Christ, 

• Being in Relationship with God through Christ. 

• Now most of you heard that sermon last week. 
 

• And the question I want to ask you is this, did you come to him? 

• Did you, throughout this past week, find yourself coming to Lord through his word, through times 
of prayer and worship. 

• Did you get built up in your faith by the living stone? 

• Did you get comfort from the one who was rejected? 

• Did you worship Him as the precious one who was chosen to bring your salvation? 

• Did you as a holy priest before God, offer spiritual sacrifices?  

• Did you in practical sacrificial ways give your life in holy service to God? 
 

• Now you might say well sort of, I did come to him. 

• I did read the word and pray at least some. 

• I did just join in as we worshiped earlier. 
 

• But how many of you feel like you’re not coming to Christ in the way that Peter describes? 

• And you’re not being built up into a holy priesthood that is offering spiritual sacrifices. 

• Well why not? 

• What’s your problem? 
 

• Now I don’t claim to know everybody’s problem. 

• But I do know what my problem was and sometimes still is. 

• And in my many years as a Christian and as a Pastor, I’ve come to understand that I’m not alone. 

• This is a problem shared by many if not most believers. 
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• And the problem is what we touched on already.  

• We have a wrong view of our identity and our purpose.  

• We have a wrong view of who we are and what we are to do. 
 

• Specifically, we allow our identity and our purpose to be defined by our sin. 

• We take on the identity of The Sinner, 

• And because we take on the identity of sinner… 

• Our purpose in life is limited to overcoming sin. 
 

• And this leads to a less than ideal experience coming to the Lord. 

• At first, we avoid coming to him because we feel guilty for our sin. 

• And when we do eventually come to him our time is spent focusing on our sin. 
 

• In fact, when we take on the identity of The Sinner… 

• We tend to look at all of life through the lens of our sin. 

• When bad things happen, we tend to think of them in terms of God’s punishment for our sin. 

• Or God not caring about us because of our sin. 

• Our view of God is not of a Heavenly Father but of a Severe Judge. 
 

• Now let me be clear, I am not saying that God doesn’t discipline us when we sin. 

• He does, the Lord disciplines those he loves for their own good. 

• And I’m not saying we shouldn’t acknowledge our sin… 

• We should definitely come to God in humility, confession, and repentance for our sins. 
 

• But what I am saying is that God wants so much more for us. 

• That our identity is not that of a Sinner. 

• And our purpose is certainly not limited to overcoming sin. 
 

• And Peter makes that clear in our passage for today. 

• It seems that this problem of allowing your identity and purpose to be defined by your sin could be 
found in the early church. 

• If you remember they’re living in a society that rejects them. 

• They are experiencing suffering and coming under persecution. 
 

• And they are probably struggling to overcome sin in their lives. 

• Remember Chapter 1 verse 14 where Peter writes… 
 
S8 - As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, (1 
Peter 1:14) 
 

• Your identity who you are is obedient Children. 

• But it seems that at least some were struggling with the passions of their former ignorance. 

• And they may be thinking I’m not an obedient child, I’m a sinner and these difficulties in my life are 
God’s punishment. 

• But Peter wants them to know that they are not thinking correctly. 

• That they are not who they think they are… 
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• And so, he draws a contrast… 

• In verses 7 & 8 of chapter 2 Peter is talking about those who do not trust in Christ. 

• He is talking about sinners when he writes... 
 
S9 - …“The stone that the builders rejected (JESUS) has become the cornerstone,” and “A 
stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense.”  
 

• Unbelievers (sinners) will stumble over and be offended by Christ. 
 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. (1 Peter 2:8) 
 

• The word (the gospel) commands that we trust in the cornerstone, in Christ Jesus. 

• But they disobeyed the word, as they were destined to do… 

• This is an affirmation of both divine sovereignty and human responsibility.  

• People are condemned (“stumble”) because they “disobey,”  

• but this disobedience does not occur apart from the sovereign will of God. 
 

• So, in these verses Peter describes those who disobey the word, (sinners). 

• And then He begins verse 9 with the word “but”. 
  

• In contrast to those who stumble and are offended by Christ. 

• In contrast to those who disobey the word of God. 

• In contrast to sinners, 

• Let me tell you who you are, who God says you are… 

• Let me reveal to you… 
 
S10 - Your Identity 
 

• And in verses 9-10 Peter gives us at least four truths about who we are. 

• And remember he is talking to believers, to those who’ve trusted in Christ. 

• If that is you then this is who you are. 
 

• You are not a sinner like those how stumble over Christ. 

• You have embraced Christ as your Lord and Savior. 

• You are holding onto Christ; you came and are coming to Christ. 

• Therefore, this is what God says is true about you. 

• This is who you are. 

• First… 
 
1. S11 - You are a Chosen Race 

• Verse 9 begins… 

But you are a chosen race… (1 Peter 2:9) 

• Now Peter in verse 1 began this letter by addressing his readers as elect exiles. 

• And he uses the same word here in verse 9. 

• You are chosen, you are elect. – Same Greek word. (elektos) 
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• And to the word elect, he adds the word race, you are a chosen race. 

• That word race is the Greek word genos. 

• It can mean kindred, tribe, nation, or nationality. 
 

• It is a corporate identity,  

• And Peter is certainly talking here about the church,  

• This applies to all who’ve trusted in Christ, all who are part of the Body of Christ.  

• But the implication is individual, because this race is not racial.  

• The chosen race is not African or European or Native American or Asian or Latin American.  

• The chosen race is a new people from all the peoples—all the races and cultures, who are now 
exiles and aliens and strangers among in the world.  

• In verse 11 Peter addresses his readers as… 

S12 - Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles… (1 Peter 2:11) 

• We are sojourners (just passing through) and we are exiles (this is not our home) 

• Who we are is not the color of our skin or the culture we were born into. 

• Who we are is Chosen. 
  

• Ultimately Christians are not part of the any biological or cultural race.  

• We are part of the chosen race.  

• Out of the many human races in this world we have been chosen, one at a time, not on the basis 
of belonging to any group. 

• You are part of the "chosen race" because the race is made up of individuals who were 
chosen—from all the races.  
 

• That’s what we see in John’s vision of heaven in the book of Revelation. 

• In chapter 7:9 he writes. 

S13 - After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the 
Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, (Revelation 7:9) 

• That is a picture of the Chosen Race that you are a part of. 

• So, who you are is Chosen? 

• And who chose you? 

• God chose you.  

• Not because of your race, or for any other qualification, but because God chose you.  
 

• Who are you? You’re not a sinner. You’re chosen.  

• Why? Why did God choose you? 

• Well, we saw the answer in verse 3 of Chapter 1. 

S14 - Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, 
he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, (1 Peter 1:3) 

• Why did God choose you, why did he cause you to be born again? 
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• The answer is simple, it was according to his great mercy. 

• We see that in verse 10 of chapter 2 as well… 

S15 - …once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. (1 Peter 2:10) 

• This is the only reason scripture gives for why God choses us.  

• It was nothing in me of value above other humans.  

• I didn’t earn it or merit it or meet any conditions to get it.  

• It happened before I was even born. 

• In Ephesians 1:4 Paul writes  

S16 - even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world… (Ephesians 1:4) 

• God before the foundations of the world for reasons known only to him, chose you. 

• And when God chose you, he knew exactly who you would become. 

• He saw you in your sin and guilt and condemnation and he had mercy on you.  

• We are the not just the objects of his choice,  

• but the objects of his continual mercy. 
 

• And out of his mercy flows his grace and love. 

• As one who is chosen you are also one who is loved by your Father in Heaven. 
 

• Which means God did not just choose you and leave you to your own devises.  

• He chose you and then in love He drew near to you. 

• He entered into relationship with you, and he is in the process of transforming you. 
  

• Your identity, who you are and how God relates to you, is fundamentally this:  

• You who were once a sinner, are now a chosen member of God’s people. 

• You have been chosen to receive God’s mercy. 
 

• And what that means is that when you experience difficulty in life,  

• Even and especially when I struggle with sin… 

• By God’s mercy, you are not a sinner, you are chosen,  

• And therefore, you need not fear coming to the one who before you were even born chose to 
bestow his great mercy on you. 
 

• As one who is chosen, don’t allow guilt to keep you away from God. 

• You can always come to Him through Jesus Christ and receive His mercy, love and forgiveness. 

• And you can remain in his presence and experience the transformation he offers, overcoming your 
sin and fulfilling you purpose (which we will look at shortly) 
 

• So first You are a Chosen Race. 
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• And second (not necessarily in order) 

2. S17 - You are God's Possession  

• Peter tells us this twice, first in verse 9… 

You are… a people for his own possession, (1 Peter 2:9) 
 

• And again, in verse 10… 
 
S18 - Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; (1 Peter 2:10) 

• You are chosen by God to receive his mercy. 

• and the effect of that mercy is that God takes you to be his own possession. 
 

• Now it’s true that as the creator, God owns everything.  

• So, in one sense everyone is God's possession.  

• Therefore, this must mean something special. 
  

• And, of course, it does.  

• First, it means that God not only chose you, but he acted to make you his. 

• As Paul wrote to the church in Corinth.  

S19 - Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you 
have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in 
your body. (1 Corinthians 6:19-20) 

• It was by the precious blood of Jesus Christ that you were purchased that you became God’s 
possession. 

• That the Holy Spirit of God might dwell in you, that the Spirit might possess you. 
 

• And second, 

• You are God’s possession in the sense that you belong to him for all eternity.  

• God will dwell with you, and you will dwell with God forever. 

• In 2 Corinthians 6:16 Paul writes… 

S20 - For we are the temple of the living God; as God said, “I will make my dwelling among 
them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. (2 
Corinthians 6:16) 

• The thing I want us to see is that being God’s possession not only means that we belong to him. 

• It means that he will always be with us. 

• Quoting God in Deuteronomy 31:8, the author of Hebrews writes… 

S21 - I will never leave you nor forsake you. (Hebrews 13:5) 

• No matter what your circumstances, no matter how you might have sinned. 

• As one who is Chosen, you belong to God and God will not leave you or forsake you. 

• He will walk with you and reveal himself to you in a personal relationship forever. 
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• You are not a sinner, 

• You are a chosen race; you are God's possession, 

• And third… 

3. S22 - You are a Holy Nation  

You are . . .  a holy nation. (1 Peter 2:9) 

• You have been chosen and possessed by God, 

• and therefore, you are not merely part of this world anymore.  

• If you remember to be holy means to be morally pure, blameless, set part,  

• You are holy, set apart from this sinful world, and set apart for God.  
 

• You exist for God and his purposes.  

• And since God is holy, you are holy through His glorious Son.  

• Because of Christ, you share God’s character,  

• You are Holy.  
 

• And you are not alone, every person God chooses and possesses is set apart. 

• And together we become a holy nation,  

• That phrase holy nation is interesting. 

• The word nation is the Greek word ethnos,  

• it means a race a tribe, a people group. 

• And the Jews used this word to refer to all non-Jewish people. 

• Gentile heathen people. 
 

• When you read the word Gentiles in the New Testament it is this word ethnos. 

• So what Peter is saying would be a contradiction to the Jews. 

• It would have been a contradiction to Peter before Acts 10. 
 

• He is saying that we are a group of Holy People, Holy Gentiles. 

• He reinforces this in verse 10 when he writes… 

S23 - Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people… (1 Peter 2:10) 

• There was a time when you were not a people. 

• You were just a bunch of Heathen Gentiles. 
 

• You were certainly not a holy nation. 

• But God chose you and God possessed you… 

• So now you are a holy nation. 
 

• You are holy and you are part of God’s people. 

• That is who you truly are… 
 

• And one of the things that means is when you fail to act in a holy way,  

• When you sin, you are acting out of character.  

• You contradict who you truly are. 
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• So, sin in your life doesn’t mean you are a sinner. 

• It means you are not acting based on who you truly are. 

• It means you need to come to the Lord in humility, confession, and repentance. 

• Asking God to empower you to be who you truly are to be Holy. 

• To be set apart from this sinful world and set apart for the Lord.  

• So that you might move beyond your sin and fulfill the purpose for which you were made. 
 

• And don’t forget you are a nation. 

• You are a people; you are part of the Body of Christ. 

• And when you struggle with difficulties, suffering, trials and even sin. 

• God has provided you with holy people who are in your life. 

• People who can pray for you and encourage you and call you back into relationship with a Holy 
God. 
 

• So, you are not a sinner… 

• You are chosen race; you are possessed by God and you are a holy nation.  

• And finally, 

4. S24 - You Are a Royal Priesthood  

You are a . . . royal priesthood. (1 Peter 2:9) 

• Remember in verse 4 Peter calls us a holy priesthood. 

• Now in verse 9 he calls us a holy nation and a royal priesthood. 

• So, we are a nation of Holy Royal Priests before God. 
 

• We are made holy priests through Christ’s Holiness, God who is Holy declares those who trust in 
His son to be holy. 

• And we are Royal Priests in the sense that we are Priests before a King. 
 

• You are chosen by God and possessed by God and holy like God and royal priests to God.  

• And being a priest means you have immediate continual access to God! 

• You don't need another human priest as a mediator.  

• As Paul wrote to Timothy… 

S25 - For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus, (1 Timothy 2:5) 

• God himself provided you with a Mediator between God and yourself,  

• That mediator (that priest) is Jesus Christ.  

• So, Jesus once and for all in the lives of those who trust in him provides access to God. 

• We have direct access to the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 

• We are, you are a royal priest. 
 

• This means even when you are struggling with sin you can come to the King. 

• Because by the blood of Christ you have been given access to his throne room. 

• So, first being a priest means we have access to God who is King, at all times.  
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• And second, being a priest means you have an exalted, active role in God's Kingdom.  

• You are not chosen, possessed, and holy just to sit on the couch and do nothing.  

• You are called now to minister in the presence of God.  

• To accomplish God’s purposes in this world. 

• To not only be part of His Kingdom but to work on behalf of his Kingdom. 
 

• All your life is priestly service to the King.  

• As Paul wrote in Romans 12… 

S26 - I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. (Romans 12:1) 

• As we saw last week, as a priest before God we make spiritual sacrifices. 

• And at the heart of those spiritual sacrifices is given yourself fully to Him. 

• As priests before the King, we bow before him and, we offer him our very lives as a sacrifice. 

• That is who we are… 
 

• And it leads to what we do… 

• Your Identity Leads to Your Purpose. 
 

• You are chosen, possessed, and holy… 

• all for a purpose,  

• that is to minister as royal priests.  

• And Peter describes the heart of that ministry very clearly. 

• And it is… 

S27 - Your Purpose 

• We’ve seen who we are, and I pray it is sinking in… 

• You are not a sinner you are a chosen race, possessed by God, holy nation and royal priest. 
 

• Now let’s see what you are here for. 

• If you are not a sinner and your purpose is not simply to overcome sin. 

• Then why are you here? 
 

• Well as I said, your identity leads to your purpose. 

• We are chosen, possessed, and holy all for the sake of being a royal priesthood.  

• But Peter is more specific when he tells us the exact reason for our existence.  

• He says in verse 9 that we exist for this reason:  

S28 - But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness 
into his marvelous light. (1 Peter 2:9) 

• This is the purpose of a royal priest 

• To make the glories of the king known.  
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• There is a lot of discussion in our day of self-concept or self-identity.  

• How do we view ourselves?  

• It’s an important question.  
 

• And what I hope you’ve heard this morning is that the biblical perspective on this question is that 
Christian identity is not defined in terms of who we are in and of ourselves.  

• It's defined in terms of what God does to us  

• and the relationship he creates with us and the purpose he appoints for us.  
 

• In other words, as a Christian, you cannot talk about your identity without talking about the action 
of God on you,  

• the relationship of God with you,  

• and the purpose of God for you.  

• The biblical understanding of human identity is radically God-centered. 
 

• Who am I?  

• Who are you?  

• You are a God-chosen one, a God-possessed one, a God-sanctified one.  

• The very language of our identity in this text necessitates that God be included as the one who 
acts.  

• That’s why you might here people say, who you are in Christ. 

• Because who you are is because of what God has done in you through Christ. 
 

• And what that means is our identity is not an end in itself,  

• but for the sake of priestly service to Christ,  

• which Peter defines as proclaiming the excellencies of the One who called us out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. 
 

• God made us who we are so that we might proclaim the excellency of his freedom in choosing us.  

• The excellency of his mercy upon us.  

• The excellencies of his authority and power in possessing us.  

• The excellencies of his worth and purity in making us holy. 
 

• In other words, God has given us our identity in order that his identity might be proclaimed through 
us.  
 

• God made us who we are so we could make known who he is.  

• Our identity is for the sake of making known his identity.  

• The purpose of our identity (who we are) is that the excellency of God/of Christ be seen in us. 

• Or as Paul said to the Corinthians…  

S29 - Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you 
have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in 
your body. (1 Corinthians 6:19-20) 

• Or as Jesus Said in the Sermon on the Mount… 

S30 - In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. (Matthew 5:16) 
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• Or as the Westminster Shorter Catechism summarizes… 

S31 - The chief end of man is to glorify God and enjoy him forever. (Westminster Shorter 
Catechism) 

• Being a Christian and making the greatness of God (his glory) known are almost identical. 

S32 - Our purpose as chosen, possessed, holy, royal priest is to proclaim the excellencies of him 
who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 

• To Bring Glory to God for who he is and what he has done in our lives. 
 

• And when we are not doing that, we are not fulfilling our purpose. 

• And as I said our purpose flows from our identity. 
 

• So, if we don’t know who we truly are; if we think we’re sinners. 

• If we dwell on our sin; if we allow our sin do define us… 

• Then we will never fulfill our purpose. 
 

• So let me encourage you, not to ignore your sin, that would be the wrong thing to take away from 
this message. 

• But to not let your sin define who you are. 

• To deal with your sin,  

• Or to allow God to deal with your sin… 

• To take it to God in humility confessing, repenting, receiving his mercy and forgiveness. 

• Receiving his power to overcome. 
 

• And Then Believing you are who God says you are. 

• A Chosen, possessed, holy, royal priest. 

• And functioning based on who you truly are. 

• Allowing you life (your purpose) to declare the excellencies, the Glory of God. 
 

• And we can do that in church services with preaching and singing and praying and reading.  

• We can do it in our small groups as we tell each other what God has been for us,  

• or what we need him to be for us. 
  

• We can do it at work or school or in our neighborhoods as we tell people what we love about God 
and why we think he is great.  

• We can do it in a thousand different ways of love that fit our situation and personality. 
 

• So, would you join me in prayer? 

• Let’s pray that God will help us to believe his word… 

• Believe who he declares us to be. 
 

• And that knowing our true Identity we would fulfill our true purpose. 

• Let’s pray that God will give us opportunities (even today) to proclaim the excellencies of him 
who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 
 

• PRAYER! 


