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1 Peter  
(Week 14) 
08/08/2021 

Come to Him! 
 
This is my message written out prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format 
and any grammatical mistakes. This is meant to be spoken. 
 
S1 - Introduction & Review 
 

• If you have your Bible, please turn to 1 Peter Chapter 2. 

• Today we will be looking at verses 4-8… 

• But first, we need to review the immediate context. 

• Remember in verses 2-3 Peter issues a command. 
 
S2 - Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into 
salvation— if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. (1 Peter 2:2-3) 
 

• Peter tells his readers, elect exiles, true believers that for them to grow up into their salvation. 

• For them to grow in their faith, to become closer in their relationship with God, 

• To become mature believers in Christ they must long for the pure spiritual milk of God’s word. 
 

• Now just to be clear, this longing this desire for the word of God is not a desire for words on a 
page or for more knowledge for knowledge’s sake. 

• Yes, in the Bible there are a lot of things we can learn. 

• But if your desire is for increased knowledge alone; then you are missing the point. 
 

• The reason Peter is commanding us to long for the pure spiritual milk of God’s word. 

• Is because it’s in God’s word that God reveals himself,  

• He tells us who He is, what He has done and what He continues to do in our lives. 
 

• And He also tells us how we are to enter relationship with him. 

• How we are to respond to him, experience him and obey him. 

• So, the Spirit of God uses the word of God to help the children of God grow in their relationship 
with God.  
 

• So, we long for the word of God because in it we encounter God himself. 

• We taste and see that the Lord is Good. 
 

• So, one thing that Peter has made clear is that we come to God through His word. 

• And that’s not to say we cannot come to him thru other means, through prayer, through worship, 
through His indwelling Spirit. 

• But, it is through the word that the Spirit of God reveals to us who God is, who we are  

• what we should be praying for and how we are to worship God. 

• The word of God is crucial in allowing us to come to him. 
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• Remember the Author of Hebrews tells us… 
 
S3 - For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to 
the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart. (Hebrews 4:12) 
 

• My point is, what I want us to see is that in verses 2-3 Peter has told us that for us to grow up in 
our salvation (our faith). 

• For us to become who God has declared us to be, to become mature in Christ. 

• We must come to him through His word. 

• And so, with that context Peter begins verse four not with a command but with an assumption. 
 
S4 - As you come to him,  
 

• As you come to the Lord through his word,  

• As you enter into relationship with the Lord, 

• As you grow in your relationship with the Lord 

• As you come to him… 
 

S5 - a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, you 
yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to 
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  
 
For it stands in Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and 
precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” So the honor is for you who 
believe, but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become 
the cornerstone,”and “A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense.” They stumble because 
they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. (1 Peter 2:4-8) 
 

• Now before we look at these verses, I want to point out the structure that Peter uses. 

• Verses 4 and 5 contain most of what He wants to communicate to his readers. 

• In these verses we find encouragement to come to the LORD. 
 

• And then in verses 6-8 he provides OT Scriptural support for this encouragement. 

• So, as we look at these verses, we’ll see both what Peter is telling us and how he supports it with 
Scripture. 
 

• And the first thing Peter Emphasizes is… 
 
S6 - The Person We Come To 
 

• Now of course that person is the Lord. 

• In verse 3, Peter has just said,  
 
S7 - if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. (1 Peter 2:3) 
 

• And then he writes  
 
As you come to him… (1 Peter 2:4) 
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• So, the him is the Lord, 

• Now the English word Lord is the Greek word Kuros which means supreme authority or Master. 

• In the New Testament kuros is used to refer to God in General as well as God the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit specifically. 
 

• And here in 1 Peter we will see that when Peter says come to him,  

• come to the Lord he is referring specifically to God the Son, to Jesus Christ  

• And in verse 4 he tells us three things about the Lord Jesus. 

• Three things that should encourage us to come to Him. 

• First… 
 
1. S8 - He is a Living Stone  

 

• Verse 4 
 
As you come to him, a living stone… (1 Peter 2:4) 
 

• Now what does it mean that Jesus is a Living Stone. 

• Well to understand this image we need to get a bit of Hebrew History. 
 

• That’s one of the main things Peter is doing in verses 6-8  

• He supports his use of this image of Jesus as a stone by quoting from Isaiah 8, 28 and Psalm 
118. 

• And we will look at His quotations shortly. 
 

• But I want to begin by looking at this stone image in the book of Daniel. 

• Remember that Daniel was an exile. 

• At a young age he was taken from his land to the courts of Babylon. 
 

• And there came a day when Danial entered the throne room of Nebuchadnezzar, the king of 
Babylon.  

• The king was unable to sleep because of a terrifying dream.  

• And so, he had threatened to take the lives of all his counselors if they could not make known to 
him his dream and its interpretation.  
 

• But to Daniel - the exile - God made everything known. 

• And in Daniel chapter 2 verses 31-45 we find what took place when Daniel came before the king. 

• Let me summarize… 
 

• Daniel says to Nebuchadnezzar… 

• O King, you saw a great image (a large statue of a man), and its appearance was frightening.  

• The head of the image was of fine gold.  

• Its chest and arms were of silver.  

• Its middle and thighs were of bronze.  

• Its legs were of iron, and its feet partly iron and clay.  

• Then a stone was cut out of a mountain not made with hands,  

• and the stone struck the image and broke it into pieces.  
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• And then in verses 44-45 Daniel gives the interpretation of the King’s dream.  
 
S9 - And in the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that shall never 
be destroyed, nor shall the kingdom be left to another people. It shall break in pieces all these 
kingdoms and bring them to an end, and it shall stand forever, just as you saw that a stone 
was cut from a mountain by no human hand, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, 
the clay, the silver, and the gold…. (Daniel 2:44-45) 
 

• So, in Daniel, the stone represented a God created, indestructible kingdom that destroyed all 
these other earthly kingdoms. 
 

• And this is what Peter (quoting Isaiah 28:16) is referring to in verse 6… 
 
S10 - For it stands in Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen 
and precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” (1 Peter 2:6) 
 

• God is building something. 

• He is laying a stone, a chosen precious cornerstone.  
 

• Now a cornerstone is the stone that is placed at the extreme corner of the foundation. 

• It is traditionally the first stone laid down,  

• And all the other stones are placed in reference to it. 
 

• And Peter says, that whoever believes in him (him being the cornerstone).  

• They will not be put to shame. 

• Then in verse 7 (Quoting Psalm 118:22) he continues… 
 
S11 - So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,  
 

• Again, Peter is stating the importance of believing in the cornerstone. 
 
“The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” (1 Peter 2:7) 
 

• There will be those builders who reject the stone (more on that later) 

• But if you believe, you will not only not be put to shame, but you will be honored. 

• Then in verse 8 Peter continues by Quoting Isaiah 8. 
 
S12 - and “A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense.” They stumble because they disobey 
the word, as they were destined to do. (1 Peter 2:8) 
 

• So, this stone will be offensive to some,  

• It will cause some to stumble… 

• Why, and Peter again returns to the word. 

• They will stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 

• The word reveals who this stone is and the need to trust in him,  

• and as we will see the stone is not who the builders (the Jews) thought it would be, or even 
wanted it to be. 

• So, as they were destined to do (in God’s sovereign plan) they reject and stumble over the stone. 
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• So, what have we learned about this living stone? 

• It’s a cornerstone of the kingdom God is building. 

• It is the cornerstone of God’s Kingdom. 

• It comes first and provides a foundation for all that follows. 
 

• Also, it will destroy (replace) all other kingdoms. 

• And finally, it will take away shame and bring honor to all who believe in it. 

• And it will be a stumbling-block for those who reject it. 
 

• Now it’s important to understand that in the mind of most Jews this stone, 

• this cornerstone spoken of in the OT Scriptures pointed to the nation of Israel. 

• That Israel was the indestructible Kingdom God was building. 

• That Israel would replace destroy all other Kingdoms. 

• That the Jews would be the ones who believed and received honor. 

• And the Gentiles would be the ones stumbled and were shamed. 
 

• So, throughout Israel’s history there is this image of a stone, a cornerstone. 

• And it represented the establishment of God’s Kingdom and Salvation through them. 

• Jerusalem would be God's saving city and the temple would stand at the center of God's activity in 
the world. 
 

• But then along comes this young, impoverished itinerant preacher from Galilee named Jesus. 

• And he took all the imagery of the stone passages in the Hebrew Scriptures and commit the 
“unpardonable sin” of applying them to himself instead of to Israel.  
 

• Luke Chapter 20 records the day when Jesus came through the stone gates of Zion, that great 
city, and stood in the temple teaching with authority.  

• When the religious leaders asked him, by what authority do you do this? 

• He responded by telling a parable of wicked tenants who rejected the authority of the vineyard 
owner's son.  

• The leaders knew, of course, that the story had been directed against them, and they took issue 
with it. 

• And in Luke 20:17-18 we have Jesus’ response to them… 
 
S13 - But he looked directly at them and said, “What then is this that is written: “‘The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone’? Everyone who falls on that stone will 
be broken to pieces, and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.” (Luke 20:17-18) 
 

• In defending himself, Jesus quotes from the psalmist about the rejected stone of God. 

• And then, most amazingly of all, Jesus alluded to the prophet Daniel and took upon himself the 
stone not made with hands, the one that would come from Heaven and replace all the kingdoms 
of the world. 
 

• So, on that day Jesus of Nazareth took upon himself all the poetic and prophetic imagery of the 
stone. 

• The stone would not be a nation, or a city or a temple. 

• The stone would be a living person, Jesus Christ. 

• Jesus himself would establish an eternal Kingdom over which he would rule 

• And Jesus alone would take away shame and bring honor to all who believe in Him. 
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• So, who are we to come to, who are we privileged to come to… 

• We are to come to Jesus who is the Lord. 

• Who is the living stone? 
 

• Even though we are living as exiles in the kingdoms of this world. 

• Suffering various trials even persecution. 

• Know this, be encouraged by this. 

• You can come to the one who will establish an eternal kingdom of which you can be a part of by 
trusting in him. 
 

• You can come to the Lord Jesus to be saved. 

• To escape the shame of our sin and be honored as Children of God. 

• You can come to Jesus as the cornerstone, 

• And as such you can look to him for direction and guidance. 

• Jesus is the living stone he is our King, Our Lord and Savior. 

• And we can come to him any time, any place… 
 

• And Peter then adds… 
 

2. S14 - He is Rejected by Men 
 

• 1 Peter 2:4 
 
As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men… (1 Peter 2:4) 
 

• Jesus is the living stone, the one who will establish God’s Kingdom, the one who will bring 
salvation. 

• And when we come to him, we become part of God’s Kingdom, we receive salvation. 

• So why does Peter then point out that he was rejected by men? 
 

• Come to the living stone and all that means – I get that. 

• But why come to the one who was rejected by men? 

• Well, it does fit with Psalm 118:22… 
 
S15 - The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. (Psalm 118:22) 
 

• And I think what Peter want us to know is that the one we are coming to is not only the great living 
stone. 

• But one who has also experienced rejection by men. 
 

• Remember the big picture here. 

• Peter is writing to elect exiles. 

• To those who are chosen by God but are still living in this world still experiencing trials and 
suffering and persecution, still experiencing rejection by men. 
 

• And Peter is saying the one you are coming to knows what it is like to be rejected. 

• He was rejected by his family… John 7:5 says… 
 
S16 - For not even his brothers believed in him. (John 7:5) 
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• He was rejected by his community… 

• In Matthew 13:57 we read… 
 
S17 - And they took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor 
except in his hometown and in his own household.” (Matthew 13:57) 
 

• He was rejected by his disciples at least for a time. 

• When he was arrested, they all fled from Him, and Peter denied him. 

• And one of his disciples rejected him completely by betraying him. 

• John 13:21  
 
S18 - After saying these things, Jesus was troubled in his spirit, and testified, “Truly, truly, I 
say to you, one of you will betray me.” (John 13:21) 
 

• And finally came Jesus ultimate rejection by his own people, 

• In Mark 15 we read…  
 
S19 - And Pilate again said to them, “Then what shall I do with the man you call the King of the 
Jews?” And they cried out again, “Crucify him.” (Mark 15:12-13) 
 

• Jesus was rejected by men. 

• And in a strange way that should bring us a great deal of comfort. 

• As we live in this world that is not our home. 
 

• We should not be surprised when we too are rejected by men. 

• In John 15:20 Jesus said… 
 
S20 - Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they 
persecuted me, they will also persecute you… (John 15:20) 
 

• Jesus was rejected and persecuted and we are not greater than him. 

• We are not better than him, so don’t be surprised when you are rejected and persecuted. 
 

• Don’t be surprised when people don’t want to hear what we have to say about your faith or about 
Jesus. 

• Don’t be surprised when people ridicule and reject you for trying to live like Jesus, in obedience to 
His word. 
 

• Take comfort when you are rejected by men, you are in good company. 

• And know this. 

• You can right now, in the midst of your rejection, come to the one who was rejected like no other. 

• Jesus knows what it feels like to be rejected. 

• And when you come to Him, He will provide you with comfort in the midst of your rejection. 

• In Matthew Chapter 11:28-30 Jesus gives this invitation… 
 
S21 - Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  
 

• No matter what you are facing in this life. 

• Whether it be suffering from various trials, 
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• Whether it is persecution for your faith. 

• Whether it is rejection by society or even those who you thought were close to you. 

• Jesus says come to me with your burdens and I will give you rest. 
 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30) 
 

• No matter who rejects us we can come to Christ for comfort and rest. 

• So, we come to Jesus, the living stone who was rejected by men. 

• And then we are told…  
 

3. S22 - He is Chosen and Precious in the Sight of God 
 
As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and 
precious, (1 Peter 2:4) 
 

• And in verse 6, quoting Isaiah 28:16 we read. 
 
S23 - Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame. (1 Peter 2:6) 
 

• Notice the contrast, this living stone, Jesus Christ was rejected by men, which can be a bummer. 

• But in the sight of God. 

• In God’s economy, from God’s perspective, which is all that really matters. 

• Jesus is not rejected at all instead he is chosen and precious. 
 

• Now I think we get the precious part. 

• Jesus is precious, prized, worthy of honor. 

• As Paul says in Philippians, because of all Christ has done… 
 

S24 - Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above 
every name, (Philippians 2:9) 
 

• So that’s what it means that Jesus is precious in God’s sight. 

• But what does it mean that Jesus is chosen, that God chose Jesus? 

• That word chosen is the Greek word eklektos. 

• It’s the same word Peter uses of his readers when he calls them elect exiles in verse 1. 

• And it means to choose, to select. 
 

• Now when referring to mere humans it makes sense, out of all humanity God chose some. 

• They are the elect the chosen. 

• But with regards to Jesus who is the one and only unique divine God the Son. 

• What does it mean that God chose Him, or selected Him? 
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• Well, I think the answer is found at the end of verse 6 and the beginning of 7. 
 
S25 - Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame. So the honor is for you who believe, but for those 
who do not believe… (1 Peter 2:6-7) 
 

• Peter is telling his readers that if they believe in the living cornerstone. 

• If they believe in Jesus Christ, they will not be put to shame. 

• Jesus will remove the shame of their sin, and instead they will be honored as Children of God. 

• Put simply they will be saved. 
 

• And so, when Peter says that cornerstone that will save you is chosen and precious in the sight of 
God. 

• What he means is that God chose Jesus to bring about your salvation. 

• That it was God’s plan to send his son into this word to die in your place and mine. 

• That the Sovereign Lord has chosen to save us through the death of His Son. 

• God chose Jesus to be our Lord and Savior. 

• And that choice, Jesus Christ is precious, valuable honorable. 
 

• And what that means for Peter’s 1st century readers who were experiencing trials and suffering 
and rejection (and for us is this). 

• We can have confidence in God who chose to save us by sending His precious son to die in our 
place. 

• When we come to Jesus, we are coming to the precious son of God who was chosen to provide 
us with salvation. 
 

• So come to the Lord Jesus. 

• He is the living stone,  

• He was rejected by men 

• But He is chosen and precious in God’s sight. 
 

• So, in verse 4 we have seen who we have the privilege of coming to… 

• Then in verse 5 we see… 
 
S26 - The Purpose We Come 
 

• In verse 4 Peter describing who the Lord is. 

• Who we have the privilege of coming to. 

• Then in verse 5 he switches to talk about his readers (us). 

• He tells us why we are to come to the living stone rejected by men chosen and precious in the 
sight of God. 
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• And the first thing he says is that… 
 
1. S27 - We Come to Be Build Up 

 
As you come to him…you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual 
house… (1 Peter 2:4-5) 
 

• Now in Judaism the Spiritual house would refer to the temple. 

• The place where God was said to dwell. 

• Traditionally God presence would descend upon the temple and enter the holy of holies once a 
year on the Day of Atonement. 
 

• But now, in Christ, his followers his church, have become God's place in the world. 

• Communicating this same idea to the church in Corinth, Paul writes… 
 
S28 - Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you 
have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in 
your body. (1 Corinthians 6:19-20) 
  

• God the Spirit dwells in His people, in those who he purchased with the death of Jesus Christ. 

• So, Jesus is the living cornerstone and God is building his Kingdom from those who trust in that 
cornerstone. 
 

• Sticking to the metaphor that Peter is using, when we put our trust in the cornerstone we too 
become like living stones. 

• We become part of the spiritual house of God. 

• And as we continue to come to Him through his word. 

• As we continue to seek relationship with the builder we are being built up. 

• We are growing in our faith, in our maturity. 

• We are becoming more effective stones, more like the cornerstone. 
 

• And this word must have been crucial to Peter’s early readers.  

• Remember they were exiles. 

• They were experiencing persecution and suffering. 

• Whether they were Jews or Gentile Pagans becoming a follower of Christ meant rejection. 

• It meant being exiled by your own people. 
 

• Whatever status they had in society was being lost. 

• Whatever they were building in this world was being destroyed. 

• And then comes this word of encouragement. 
 

• Come to the Lord who now dwells in you.  

• and he will build you up, he will make you part of His glorious eternal Kingdom. 
 

• So, know this elect exiles, be comforted by this… 

• You are part of something much bigger than yourself. 

• You are part to God’s spiritual house. 

• You are part of God's building, his eternal Kingdom. 

• and in coming to Christ you are being built up into a residence intended for God's very presence.  



11 

• So no matter what you lose in this world you have an eternal home, where God dwells. 

• So come to the Lord and be built up as a spiritual house for God’s presence in your life. 
 

• And there is more… 

• when we come to the Lord… 
 

2. S29 - We Come to Be a Holy Priesthood 
 

you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood… (1 Peter 2:5) 
 

• Part of being built up as a spiritual house means we become a holy priesthood. 

• Again, a bit of Hebrew History is helpful here. 

• The priesthood, began with Moses’ brother Aaron.  

• And it was Aaron who stood before a holy God on behalf of a sinful people.  
 

• In some respects, he (and other priests) functioned as an intermediary between God and Israel.  

• As such the priests were the ones most intimately acquainted with God. 

• They were the ones who made sacrifices for themselves and the people. 

• Because they and the people were not holy. 

• And the sacrifices (which pictured the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus Christ) enabled them to approach 
God on a limited basis. 
 

• Now consider the impact of this verse in light of Israel's priestly history.  

• Peter calls all believers holy priests. 

• By the sacrificial blood of Jesus Christ you have been made holy and you are a priest. 
  

• This means that every Christian has direct unlimited access to God. 

• Because of their unholiness the people and even the priests of Israel had very limited access to a 
Holy God. 
 

• But not so for you and I,  

• because of Christ we can come to God any time. 

• We can be built up anytime. 

• We can bring our needs and the needs of those in our world to God anytime. 
 

• What encouraging words for those who were identified in 1:1 as "exiles."  

• The ones who struggled with the sense of being outsiders now see in a real way that they are very 
dear to God indeed. 
 

• They may be losing everything they have in the world,  

• but they have gained access to the living God. 
 

• So come to him and be built up into a spiritual house (his kingdom) 

• Come to him as Holy Priest. 
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• And when we come to him as Holy Priests… 
 

3. S30 - We Offer Spiritual Sacrifices 
 
you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  
(1 Peter 2:5) 
 

• As I already mentioned the job of the OT priest was to offer sacrifices to God for his sin and the 
sin of the people. 

• But that is not our job. 

• Jesus Christ has offered his body and blood as the ultimate and final sacrifice for all sin. 
 

• So, what does Peter means by offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ? 

• Well first, notice that this is the ultimate goal. 

• We who are living stones are being built up into a spiritual house. 

• Why? to be a holy priesthood. 

• Why? to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
 

• The purpose of all this is that we (a holy priesthood) will offer spiritual sacrifices. 

• The purpose of coming to Him, the Lord Jesus is that we will offer spiritual sacrifices. 

• So, what are spiritual sacrifices? 
 

• Well, they are “spiritual” in contrast to all the material (animal) sacrifices prescribed in the OT 
sacrificial system.  

• Also, they are offered to God through Jesus Christ. 

• What that means is that we can only offer them to God because of Jesus Christ. 

• Because we have come to Christ and Christ has made us holy before God. 

• The credit for our sacrifices belongs to Christ alone. 
 

• So what are these sacrifices? 

• They are something that we offer up, or give up. 

• Now Peter doesn’t define them. 

• He doesn’t tell us what we are to offer up, or give up. 

• Or does he… 
 

• It seems to me as I continued to read this letter it’s filled with spiritual sacrifices. 

• It’s filled with spiritual things we can offer up. 

• As I said before this letter describes how those who are elect are to live as exiles in this world. 

• And living as exiles in this world means coming to the Lord, being built up into a holy priesthood to 
offer spiritual sacrifice. 
 

• That is to live a holy life. 

• To sacrifice, give up your old way of living and instead give yourself to the life that Peter describes 
in this letter. 
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• So, throughout our time we will be looking at what it means to offer spiritual sacrifices. 

• But let me just go down a few verses and show you what I mean. 

• In 1 Peter 2:9-12 we read… 
 
S31 - But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness 
into his marvelous light. (1 Peter 2:9) 
 

• A spiritual sacrifice is proclaiming the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. 

• Then in verse 10 we read… 
 
S32 - Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy. Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to 
abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. (1 Peter 2:10-11) 
 

• A spiritual sacrifice is giving up the passions of the flesh which wage war against your soul. 

• Then in verse 12 we read. 
 
S33 - Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable,  
 

• A spiritual sacrifice is keeping your conduct honorable. 

• Giving up conduct that is dishonorable. 
 

so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify 
God on the day of visitation. (1 Peter 2:12) 
 

• As spiritual sacrifice is living a life that cannot be spoken of as evil. 

• But is filled with good deeds that bring glory to God. 
 

• So, my point is this. 

• When Peter tells us that we are to come to the Lord to be built up into a spiritual house. 

• And to become a holy priesthood with the ultimate purpose of offering spiritual Sacrifices. 

• That are acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
 

• He is saying come to the Lord who is building you up and making you into a holy priesthood so 
that you can offer up spiritual sacrifices. 

• So that you can be holy has he is holy. 

• So that you can live the life that he intended you to live. 

• Put simply offering a spiritual sacrifice is offering you life in obedience and holiness to the Lord. 
 

• In fact, if you remember, that’s what Paul says in Romans 12. 
 
S34 - I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. (Romans 12:1) 
 

• Paul’s point here is the same as the point Peter is making. 

• Offering spiritual sacrifices is presenting your bodies yourself as a living sacrifice… 

• Holy and acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
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• This what we are to do when we come to him. 

• We are to give ourselves fully and completely to Him. 
 

• That’s the ultimate purpose in coming to the Lord,  

• it is to receive everything he has given us in Christ… 

• And then, in turn, to give our lives, sacrifice our lives fully to him. 

• Fully to his purposes, fully to the holy life he has called us to. 
 

• So join me in prayer as those who have the privilege of coming to a living stone, rejected by men 
but chosen and precious in God’s sight. 

• And pray with me that we like living stones (like Christ) will be built up into a holy priesthood that 
offers the spiritual sacrifice of our very lives to our LORD and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 


