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1 Peter 2:18-23 
(Week 18) 
09/12/2021 

Submission & Suffering  
 
This is my message written out prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format 
and any grammatical mistakes. This is meant to be spoken. 
 
S1 - Introduction & Review 
 

• Please turn in your Bibles to 1 Peter 2 

• If you remember the context of this letter, Peter is writing to elect exiles. 

• To believers who’ve been chosen by God but are still sojourning, living in this world that is not 
their permanent home. 

• And he’s telling them (us - for we too are elect exiles)  

• He is telling us how to live in such way that God is Glorified. 
 

S2 - Or put another way, reflecting on chapter 2, verses 9-10. 

• Peter is telling a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people that belong to God. 

• He is telling us how we are to go about proclaiming to the world the excellencies of him who 
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. (1 Peter 2:9) 
 

• Or as Peter puts it in verses 11-12… 
 
S3 - Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, 
which wage war against your soul. Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that 
when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on 
the day of visitation. (1 Peter 2:11-12) 
 

• As those who are beloved by God live in this world as sojourners and exiles, 

• Do these two things to proclaim God’s glory 

• First, Abstain from the passions of the flesh (from sins)  

• And second, accomplish good deeds. 

• This is how you live in obedience to God. This is how you live for the glory of God. 
 

• Then (as we saw last week) beginning in verse 13 Peter gets more specific. 

• And the first thing he tackles is the idea of submission. 

• And the first area of submission he addresses is submission to human authority. 

• Verses 13-14… 
 
S4 - Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor as 
supreme, or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those who 
do good (1 Peter 2:13-14) 
 

• Yes, you are a chosen people, a holy nation, a royal priesthood. 

• Yes, we belong to God. 

• But for the Lord’s sake for the glory of God, to declare his excellencies we are to subject to every 
human governing authority. 

• And that’s what we saw last week, Submission to Human Governing Authority. 
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• Now today we come to the next area of submission that Peter addresses. 

• And I want us to understand that as in our submission to human authority. 

• This next area of submission is also for the Lord’s sake, for the glory of God. 

• In verses 18-23 Peter writes… 
 
S5 - Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the good and gentle but 
also to the unjust. For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows 
while suffering unjustly. For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you 
endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the 
sight of God. For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving 
you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. He committed no sin, neither was deceit 
found in his mouth. When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did 
not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. (1 Peter 2:18-23) 
 

• Now I want you to notice that in these verses Peter not only addresses the second area of 
submission. 

• Servants being subject to masters. 

• But flowing from that submission, he also says much about suffering. 
 

• Remember, Peter’s readers are beginning to experience persecution and suffering for their faith. 

• And they need to know how God (for his glory and their good) would have them respond in the 
midst of this suffering. 
 

• And so, Peter addresses both their need for submission and their experience of suffering. 

• He begins with… 
 
1. S6 - Our Mandate for Submission 
 

• In Verse 18 Peter writes… 
 
Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the good and gentle but also 
to the unjust. (1 Peter 2:18)  
 

• The first thing I want us to notice is that even though Peter mentions both servants and masters, 
he is not speaking to masters only to servants (the ones that are to submit). 

• If he were speaking to master he may have other things to say. 

• But as we will see, at this point in church history, Christians were much more likely to be servants 
than master. 
 

• So, let’s begin by identifying these servants. 

• What did it mean to be a servant in Peter’s day? 

• Now I must first correct something I said last week, when I introduced this section on submission. 
 

• If you remember, I mentioned the three areas of submission Peter addresses. 

• First, Christian submission to Human Institution, human governing authority. 

• That’s what we looked at last week. 
 

• Then second, I said, he addresses a Slaves submission to their masters. 

• And third, a Wives submission to her husband. 
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• The correction is: I should not have said “a Slaves submission to their masters.” 

• I should have said a servants’ submission to their master. 

• The NIV uses the word slaves but the ESV, NASB and KJV all use the word servants which I think 
is a better translation for our modern ears. 
 

• As opposed to the Greek word doulous which is sometimes translated servant but often 
Bondservant or slave. 

• The word Peter uses here is oiketēs (from the Greek word oikos which means household) the 
word here literally means a household servant. 

• It refers to one who lives in the same house but is a lower in rank and serves as a domestic. 

• A domestic servant if you will. 
 

• I mention this because for us Americans it’s impossible to read these verses (or others like them 
with words like slaves and servants and masters) without the history of our country's own horrific 
practice of slavery coming to mind. 

• And at first glance these verses may appear inappropriate.  
 

• They seem to at least passively accept the very thing we have now hopefully come to deeply 
regret and disdain.  

• And so, the question comes "Why doesn't the Bible speak out against slavery?”  

• Why doesn't Peter instead of calling for submission call for rebellion and the reject the institution 
outright?" 
 

• Well, at least part of the answer is because there are some key differences between the context in 
which Peter is writing and the context of slavery in America.  

• Professor Benjamin Lynerd points out at least some of the differences… 

 
S7 - The Biblical injustice of American slavery comes down to two things, working in tandem: 
its permanence and its purely racial basis. Even ancient Hebrew slaves enjoyed periodic 
jubilee. Certainly, New Testament slaves had various means to earn their freedom, depending 
on context. This much can be said: God never permits his people to use slavery as a means of 
permanent exploitation, the gluttonous feeding off of others and their children, generation 
after generation. (Benjamin Lynerd) 
 

• Also, it should be noted that the Bible does condemn, the kind of slavery practiced in North 
America and in other places in the world.  

• It’s condemned, in a general sense, by commands like  
 
S8 - …You shall love your neighbor as yourself… (Mark 12:31) 
 

• You cannot love your neighbor as yourself at the same time you are buying and selling your 
neighbor! 

• So that provides a general sense of the Bible’s view any activity (including slavery) that is clearly 
not loving. 
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• But there is also a specific injunction found in 1 Timothy 1:8-11 the Apostle Paul writes…  
 

S9 - Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it lawfully, understanding this, that the law 
is not laid down for the just but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and sinners, 
for the unholy and profane, for those who strike their fathers and mothers, for murderers, the 
sexually immoral, men who practice homosexuality, enslavers, liars, perjurers, and whatever 
else is contrary to sound doctrine, in accordance with the gospel of the glory of the blessed 
God with which I have been entrusted. (1 Timothy 1:8-11) 
 

• Paul gives a list of activities that are "contrary to sound doctrine" 

• Practices of lawless, disobedient, ungodly, unholy, profane, sinners. 

• These are practices that go against the glorious gospel.  

• And one specific practice Paul lists is being an enslavers.  
 

• This word refers to those who would take a person captive to sell him or her into slavery. 

• Paul condemned this as contrary to sound doctrine and against the glorious gospel.  
 

• The Bible is clear about the type of slavery practiced in North American and other places 
throughout history.  

• It is against it.  It abhors it.  

• It is a sin and as such is reprehensible.  
 

• So, what then is Peter writing about… 

• Well again he’s not writing to Masters, he is writing to servants. 

• And remember the word translated "servants" in Peter's text is oiketēs meaning household 
servant.  
 

• This is different from what we think of when we hear the word slave. 

• In the ancient Roman world, there were three classes of people.  

• The Roman citizen, who had full rights and protection under law.  

• The freedmen who had restricted protections but still enjoyed a great deal of autonomy.  

• And the servant class.  
 

• These were the men and women largely employed as managers and helpers in the home and 
with the land.  

• They may have received minimal wages, they may have been working off a debt,  

• or they may have been receiving only room and board. 

• This servant class is the one Peter is writing about at this point in his letter. 
 

• So, while we bring our own history of slaving to the text,  

• In reality Peter is writing about something with significant differences. 
 

• More like recent British history of Lords (Masters) and Servants as portrayed in the TV Series 
Downton Abbey than to the slavery we see portrayed in Roots for example. 
  

• A modern-day parallel might be someone who received their college education for free in 
exchange for serving five years in the armed services upon graduation.  

• Or medical school students and residents who receive a wage but are nonetheless "owned" by the 
institution who has agreed to pay for their training. 
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• These modern-day examples much more closely approximate the subjects mentioned by Peter in 
this text. 
 

• And so, we can even apply this mandate to an employer employee relationship. 

• Because even though an employee has the option to quit where these servants probably didn’t. 

• Sometimes quitting isn’t really an option. 
 

• So having identified who the servants are. 

• And hopefully being able to put ourselves in their shoes. 

• We can now look at the actual command they (and we) are given. 

• And even though it’s different from the slavery we usually think of. 

• It is still difficult to accept. 
 
S10 - Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the good and gentle but 
also to the unjust.  (1 Peter 2:18) 
 

• Servants are to be subject (submit) to their masters with all respect, even to those who are 
"unjust."  

• Really! 
 

• The word "unjust" is the Greek word skolios where we get the word scoliosis which is the 
abnormal curvature of the spine  

• A crooked spine. 
 

• So unjust “Skolios” literally means crooked. 

• Yes, there are good and gentle masters but there are also crooked ones. 

• They lie, they cheat, they steal, they cook the books,  

• They don’t do what is right, they’re selfish, they certainly don’t care about you or others. 
 

• Peter says, "Do you have an employer (someone in authority over you) like that?  

• You still need to respect them. 

• You still need to obey them. 
 

• And how that works in a modern employer employee relationship is certainly complicated. 

• For example, if your “master manager” is treating you unjustly or is cheating the “master owner”. 

• What does it look like to respect your manager and do what is right by the owner? 
 

• Complicated, but one thing is clear, even from our study last week… 

• We are to honor them, value them,  

• Maybe that means giving them a warning before we go to the owner. 

• It’s complicated, but it is clear that we are to submit to and respect those who have authority over 
us. 
 

• This also reminds us of our submission to the government as well. 

• Even if a politician or a policeman is crooked, corrupt (unjust) we are to keep an attitude and 
action of respect. 

• We may not vote for them we may campaign against them; we may have to report them to a 
higher official, but we treat them with respect… 
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• Because if we do then everything will work out for us! 

• Right! 

• Well unfortunately that’s not what comes next as Peter describes… 
 
2. S11 - Our Motivation for Unjust Suffering 

• In verse 18, Peter is talking about servants submitting to good or even unjust masters. 

• But in verse 19 and following, servants and masters are not mentioned again. 
 

• Instead, Peter begins writing more generally about unjust suffering. 

• Certainly, Christian servants suffering under an unjust master is one example. 

• Probably the prime example in Peter’s day. 
 

• But Peter seems to be also addressing the wider question of all unjust suffering. 

• If you’ve ever been accused or punished for something you didn’t do. 

• If you’ve suffered ridicule or persecution for being a Christian, for doing God’s will, for doing or 
standing up for what is right and good. 

• Then Peter is writing to you… 
 

• And in verses 19-20 he’s answering the question of our motivation. 

• Why should we suffer unjustly? 

• Why should we endure unjust hardship? 

• It seems counter intuitive to our western minds. 
 

• So, let me ask you, what could possibly motivate you to endure unjust sorrow and suffering? 

• Well, one answer could be fear. 

• A servant/employee could endure unjust suffering from master/employer (someone with authority 
over them) because they fear their suffering would be worse if they fought back or tried to escape 
the situation. 

• So, fear is one motivating factor but it’s not the motivating factor that Peter gives. 

• In verses 19-20 He writes… 
 

S12 - For this (servants being subject to and respecting unjust masters) is a gracious thing, when, 
mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly. For what credit is it if, when 
you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you 
endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. (1 Peter 2:19-20) 

• Notice that Peter uses the phrase “gracious thing” twice. 

• In verse 19 he says, by enduring unjust hardship, is a gracious thing. 
 

• And then in verse 20, after saying that enduring hardship (beating for example) for your sin is not 
to your credit, is not a gracious thing. 

• He restates what he said in verse 19.  

• When you endure suffering for doing good this is a gracious thing. 
  

• That phrase “gracious thing” comes from the Greek word charis (usually translated grace). 

• It includes the meaning of gratifying, favor and gift. 
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• But notice that Peter doesn’t say that enduring unjust suffering is a gracious thing in and of itself. 

• He says it is a gracious thing when you are mindful of God. 

• And in the sight of God. 

• Enduring unjust suffering is a gracious thing, a gratifying thing in two ways. 

S13 - First when your endurance of suffering is with God in mind (for Lord’s sake) not for the sake 
of fear or anything else. 

• And second, enduring unjust suffering is a gracious thing in the sight of God. 

• Not necessarily in the sight of men or masters. 

• So, our motivation for enduring unjust suffering is that it’s a gracious thing both when we are 
mindful of God,  

• When we are doing it for the Lord’s sake and for His Glory. 

• And it is a gracious thing in the sight of God. 

• God looks upon our endurance of unjust suffering with favor. 
 

• And what this is saying is that God is pleased when we for his sake endure unjust suffering. 

• That word endure literally means to take something on your shoulders… 

• To bear up under it, 
 

• So, God desires his people, his beloved sojourners to bear up under unjust suffering. 

• It is a gracious thing for his glory and in his sight. 

• And we have to ask Why? 
 

• We’ve seen that our motivation is for the sake of the Lord. 

• But how is our enduring unjust suffering Glorifying to God?  
 

• Well, I had some difficulty answering this question. 

• It is complicated, especially in our modern context, when our situation is different from the Servant 
of Peter’s day… 

• But as I thought about it and read what others had to say about it these are the conclusions I 
came to: 
 

• It seems that when Christians are treated unjustly  

• and instead of reacting in rebellion they endure their suffering with meekness and patience. 

• This says something about who they are,  

• It says something about what they value,  

• And most importantly it says something about who their God is. 

• Ultimately when we endure unjust suffering it points to God. 

• How? You might ask. 
 

• Well, let me begin by saying, enduring unjust suffering is not something people often see. 

• Oh, they might see someone enduring unjust suffering on the outside because of fear or 
something else,  

• But once the sufferer is no longer afraid, the rebellion and hated come out. 
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• Because enduring unjust suffering is utterly contrary to fallen human nature.  

• In fact, I would guess that some of you are having strong feelings of resistance. 

• This call to submit and endure unjust suffering seems unreasonable and even abusive. 
 

• By nature, we hate to give the impression of weakness.  

• We hate it when someone get the advantage over us.  

• We hate to let false accusations against us stand.  

• We hate it when unreasonable and abusive people seem to have the last say.  

• Tremendous powers within us recoil and push us toward retaliation. 
 

• So, what Peter calls for here is utterly contrary to our fallen human nature.  

• And so, when we endure unjust suffering, we stand out as different from the world. 

• We show that by God’s grace and power we have overcome our own fallen nature.  

• That we can live and act differently from those in the world. 

• We don’t curse or complain or ridicule those in authority over us. 

• Even when they are being ridiculous or unjust and all the other “servants” are in rebellion. 

• Instead, going against our fallen human nature, in humility we submit to their authority. 
 

• This is strong evidence that something more than nature, something outside nature,  

• Something or someone above nature, is at work in our lives. 

• Enduring unjust suffering points people beyond us, it points them to our God… 

• As Peter wrote in verse 9 of chapter two… it’s at least one way… 

S14 - …that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. (1 Peter 2:9) 

• Let me expand on that… 

• Enduring unjust suffering says that we are people who trust not in this world’s system but in God. 

• And so we show that God is superior to these things. 
 

• Enduring unjust suffering says that we are sojourners and exiles just passing through not living for 
this world but for the world to come. 

• And so, we show the excellency of God's eternal care for us. 
 

• Enduring unjust suffering says that we value obedience to our God above being treated justly. 

• When we suffer unjustly we go without the glory of fighting back and winning;  

• and so we show the excellency of God's glory that he will share with us some day,  

• and the justice of his throne that will one day settle all accounts. 
 

• So, it seems that bearing up under unjust suffering for the Lord’s Sake points to God, brings Glory 
to God. 

• It shows the world who our God is, and strange as it may seem it causes some to turn to him. 
 

• This is seen in the history of the church. 

• Specifically, this is how the gospel spread and grew within, and even conquered the Roman 
Empire. 
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• Christianity began among the conquered people, the Jews. 

• And when it first spread to the Gentiles, it spread among the servant class. 
 

• And as this servant class was transformed by the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

• As they demonstrated acts of love, compassion and as they suffered unjustly not just in 
households with masters. 

• But throughout the Roman empire, enduring severe suffering and even martyrdom the gospel was 
validated. 

• How? 
 

• Well at least one way was that by enduring unjust suffering these early Christians proved the 
worth the value, the greatness of their God. 

• And this made an impression throughout Roman Society. 

• The Roman Freemen and even Roman Citizens began to turn away from their pagan gods and 
practices and turn to the one true living God. 
 

• So that within four hundred years half the population of the empire had converted to Christianity.  

• Christianity became the official religion of Rome and, eventually, the most significant political, 
cultural, and social force in history. 

• Christianity conquered the Roman Empire and beyond not with violence and weapons but with 
love, compassion, humble submission and the unjust suffering of a transformed people.  

• And it’s no wonder that the gospel spread through the submission and suffering of God’s people. 

• Because that is how it began. 
 

• And that’s where Peter turns next. 

• He knows just how difficult enduring unjust suffering will be 

• And so, he provides the greatest possible example to follow. 

3. S15 – Our Model for Unjust Suffering 

• Now, the verses that follow (21-25) are steeped in deep Theological Christological truth. 

• And so, we’re going to look at them both this week and next. 

• Today we’ll focus only on verse (21-23)… 

• Specifically, looking at how Christ is our model of unjust suffering. 
 

• Then next week we’ll look at all 21-25 and our focus more on what these verses teach us about 
Christ and what that means for us. 

• Okay… 

• So, let’s look at our model of unjust suffering.   

• In Verse 21 Peter writes… 
 
S16 - For to this you have been called,  
 

• Peter is referring back to what he’s just written, what we just looked at. 

• You (we) have been called to endure when we experience sorrows and suffer unjustly. 

• We have been called to do good and submit even if it results in suffering. 
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• And why have we been called to this…  
 
S17 - because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow 
in his steps. (1 Peter 2:21) 

• You have been called to unjust suffering not only because it is a gracious thing… 

• But because Jesus Christ unjustly suffered for you. 

• He is our model of both submission and unjust suffering. 
 

• And we are called to follow in his steps. 

• We are called (for God’s Glory) to be a humble submissive people. 

• A people who endures unjust suffering because our Lord and savior suffered unjustly for us. 
 

• This recalls Paul’s description of Christ’s example. 

• In Philippians Chapter 2 he writes… 

S18 - Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 
Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by 
taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human 
form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
(Philippians 2:4-8) 

• Jesus submitted to the will of his father, and he took on the form of a servant. 

• He emptied himself and became one of us. 

• And that’s not all!  

• He humbled himself by becoming obedient (by submitting) to the point of death, even death on the 
cross. 

• Jesus submitted and unjustly suffered for your sake and for mine. 

• Peter then goes on in verses 22-25 to quote and allude to what the prophet Isaiah wrote in 
Chapters 52 & 53. 

• Isaiah wrote of a Suffering Servant. 

• And Peter Identifies that Suffering Servant as Jesus Christ. 
 

• Verse 22… 

S19 - He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. (1 Peter 2:22) 
 

• Jesus our model, did absolutely nothing wrong at any time. 

• He completely abstained from all fleshly passions. 

• And he spent his life accomplishing good deeds. 

• Both in his words and his actions, he was perfect, sinless. 
 

• Therefore, any suffering he experienced at the hands of another would be unjust suffering. 

• There was no punishment/beating he deserved because he was perfect. 

• But that didn’t stop those in the world from causing him sorrow and suffering. 
 
S20 - When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, 
but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. (1 Peter 2:23) 
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• Despite Christ’s sinlessness he was reviled (verbally and physically abused) by men. 

• And he suffered under the oppression of others. 
 

• And here is the point that relates to what Peter has written. 

• This is how Jesus is our model. 

• When he was reviled, he did not revile in return 

• And when he suffered unjustly, he did not threaten. 

• He did not call down the angels of God to destroy those who caused his suffering, instead he 
endured. 
 

• And how did he endure? 

• By continuing to entrust himself to him who judges justly. 

• That’s the key, that the answer to how we can endure under unjust suffering. 

• It’s not by looking to our own strength,  

• It’s by looking to our model. 

• It’s by entrusting ourselves to God who judges justly. 
 

• It’s by trusting that God sees our unjust suffering (for his sake) and that one day when we stand 
before him, he will judge not only those who caused us to suffer unjustly. 

• But he will judge us, and the result will be for out good… 

• We who endure will hear the precious words… 
 
S21 - Well done, good and faithful servant…. Enter into the joy of your master. (Matthew 25:23) 
 

• That’s why when you suffer unjustly it’s good to remember that you are an elect exile. 

• That you are a Beloved sojourner. 

• That your time on this earth, your time of pain and suffering is temporal. 

• And that in the not too distant future you will be relieved from all suffering and sorrow. 

• That one day you will enter fully into the eternal presence of God where, of which David write… 
 
S22 - …there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore. (Psalms 16:11) 
 

• Yes we can taste that joy and pleasure now in relationship with God. 

• But at this time, in this sinful world, we also experience unjust suffering. 

• And we shouldn’t be surprised by that. 
 

• Because Jesus is our model, he experienced suffering and that greatest injustice of all human 
history. 

• But he endured it for your sake and mine and for the glory of God… 
 

• And if you will follow his example by looking beyond your circumstance of unjust suffering… 
• And instead, with God in mind, entrusting yourself fully to him who judges justly. 
• You too (by your endurance of unjust suffering) will proclaim the excellencies of God. 
• You will bring glory to God. 
• Your life will be gracious thing in God’s sight. 
• And you will hear those glorious words “well done good and faithful servant… enter into the joy of 

your master… 

• Prayer… 


