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1 Peter  
(Week 05) 
05/16/2021 

Our Present Christian Life 
Real Christianity 

 
This is my message written out prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format 
and any grammatical mistakes. This is meant to be spoken. 
 
Introduction & Review 
 

• If you have a Bible turn to 1 Peter Chapter 1. 

• Today we’ll be looking at verses 8 and 9. 
 

• But first, we need to review the context. 

• In verses 1 and 2 Peter introduces himself and identifies his audience. 

• He readers are elect exiles of the Dispersion. 

• Those who are chosen by God but who are still living in this world that is not their home.  

• This includes Christians in Peters day and in our day. 

• We are part of the audience to which Peter is writing. 
 

• And in verse 3-5 he writes to us about what it means to be elect… 
 
…According to [God’s] great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, 
undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God's power are being guarded 
through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. (1 Peter 1:3-5) 
 

• Peter is saying that through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ,  

• God, by his mercy causes those he chooses to be born again to a living hope. 

• And he describes that hope as an imperishable, undefiled unfading inheritance. 

• An inheritance that along with our salvation is secured in heaven. 

• And then at the beginning of verse six Peter writes… 
 
In this you rejoice… (1 Peter 1:6) 
 

• In all that it means to be elect rejoice… 

• However, even though you are elect you are still exiles, living in this sinful world. 

• And so, in verses 6 and 7 Peter addresses the reality of being an exile. 

• He writes… 
 

…though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, so that 
the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is 
tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ. (1 Peter 1:6-7) 
 

• Peter is saying that as exiles in this world right now,  

• we will experience various trials (difficulties, hardships, and temptations). 

• And even though these trials are only for a little while compared to eternity. 
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• They do cause us grief. 

• However, they also have a purpose (a design). 

• They are designed by God to refine our faith. 

• To cause us in greater and deeper ways to put our trust in him instead of the things of this world. 

• That at the revelation of Jesus Christ our faith may be such that it receives praise and glory from 
God. 

 

• So, in 1 Peter we’ve seen that as God’s elect, we are born again to a future eternal inheritance. 

• And as exiles in this world we (at present) will experience various trials that God is using to 
refine our faith in Him. 

 

• So, our future looks very bright indeed (as it should),  

• But what about our present? 

• Is living as an exile just a series of various trials that refine our faith. 

• Was Jesus mistaken when he said… 
 
I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. (John 10:10) 
 

• Or was he just talking about our eternal life and not our present life on earth. 

• Well, I don’t think so, and neither did Peter. 
 

• He understands that our present lives are more than a series of trials. 

• Yes, in this life (now) there will continue to be various trials. 

• But remember what those trials are accomplishing. 

• They are testing and refining our faith. 

• And for those who have faith, this life (even with its trials) can be abundant. 

• That’s what we find in verses 8 and 9. 
 
Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in 
him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of 
your faith, the salvation of your souls. (1 Peter 1:8-9) 
 

• This is Peter's description of Our Present Christian Life. 

• That’s what we are going to look at today. 

• But before we look at the experiences of this Life. 

• I want us to see how Peter describes… 
 
1. The Reality of Our Present Christian Life 
 

• What do I mean by the reality of our Christian life? 

• Well, as we read verse 8 did you see how Peter describes it? 

• He makes several declarative statements: "You love Christ; You believe in Christ.  

• And you rejoice in Christ with inexpressible and glorified joy. 

• These are not stated as commands they are declared as realities. 
  

• And all of that is taking place even though you do not now see him. 

• We’re going to talk about why Peter emphasizes that we don’t see Jesus in our final point. 

• But for now, I want to ask and give a possible answer to the question.  

• Why tell them what their own experience is?  
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• Why tell them they love, believe, and rejoice in Christ. 
 

• Now you might answer, well he’s just give them kudos… 

• Describing the reality of their Christian experience. 

• Maybe the Christians Peter is writing to are all much better than we are. 

• They continually experience loving, believing and rejoicing in Christ. 

• Well, I would suggest that we look down a few verses where Peter writes to the same people… 

As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, but as 
he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, (1 Peter 1:14-15) 

• Like us, Peter’s first readers were not perfect,  

• It was possible for their passions (their love) to not be focused on God but on their former 
ignorance, their former sins. 

• And so, Peter must call them to live holy lives. 

• So, if Peter isn’t just giving them kudos for being perfectly loving, believing, rejoicing Christians. 

• What is his reason for describing them this way? 
 

• Well, I think the answer is this… 

• As Peter has already declared, we have been born again. 

• And those who are born again are free to love, believe and rejoice in Christ. 

• That is who we truly are! 

• Even though that is not what we always experience. 
 

• And Peter wants to let us know that when we are experience these things. 

• That is the Reality of Our Present Christian Life. 

• That is who we truly are! 

• Or to borrow the title of Watchman Nee’s book, This is The NORMAL Christian Life. 

• Peter is writing to regular everyday Christians like you and me and he is telling us… 

• This is the reality of your life. 

• This is what it really looks like to live the abundant life that Jesus talked about. 
 

• And what this means is that Peter’s description of this reality serves as a model,  

• a fixed standard. 

• So, as we live as exiles in this world, we can know if we’re drifting away from who we are. 

• And we can wake up and repent and return to reality.  
 

• Let me illustrate it in terms of our physical health. 

• For the most part, we know when our bodies are healthy or not. 

• We know this because God has given us signs that tell us when we are out of whack. 

• Signs like, aches and pains, fevers, runny noses and coughs, stomach cramps, dizziness, 
insomnia, strange growths, etc… 
  

• And when we experience these signs, we know something is wrong and we can then do 
something about it,  

• Like take some medication or go to the doctor or get some rest. 

• The point we know the reality that our physical bodies should be experiencing… 
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• Therefore, we know when need to get help. 
 

• But sometimes we’re unaware of when our spiritual souls need help. 

• We’re not quite sure if we’re healthy or not. 
 

• Well, in these two verses Peter gives us some diagnostic tools if you will. 

• He tells us, in general, what we as Christians should be experiencing. 

• And so, as we take this description in, and as we compare it to our present experience. 

• We can know whether it’s time to seek help or not. 

• The question is are you experiencing the reality of who you are in Christ or not. 

• So, let’s now examine Peter’s description of… 

2. The Experience of Our Present Christian Life 

• If you are a follower of Jesus Christ this is what you are to be experiencing. 

• And what we find is that Peter’s description of this life involves three basic experiences. 

• So, let’s examine each one in turn. 

• To see both what they are and whether we are in fact experiencing them.  

• We begin with…  

A. Loving Christ 

Though you have not seen him, you love him…. (1 Peter 1:8) 

• What does Peter mean, what does it mean to love Christ? 

• Well, no surprise, the Greek word for love is agapeo 
 

• And we’ve talked about the meaning of agape on many occasions. 

• So, I won’t belabor it here. 

• But I do want to remind us that love (agape) is an emotional feeling. 

• It involves a positive affection for another. 

• It means to be fond of, to have affection for. 
 

• I think we understand this when it comes to people in our lives. 

• When I say I love my wife. 

• You understand that I feel affection for her, she warms my heart. 

• When I think about her, a smile comes to my face. 
 

• However, when it comes to Jesus (who we cannot see) we tend to explain love in a less emotional 
terms. 

• We can think of love only as an action, equivalent to obedience. 

• We take Jesus words in John 14:15… 

If you love me, you will keep my commandments. (John 14:15) 

• And we turn them around to say if you keep my commandments that is love for me. 

• Jesus never said that. 

• He said if you love me… 
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• If you have feelings of love, affection for Christ FIRST,  

• then the result will be keeping his commandments. 
 

• The action follows the emotion. 

• That is true love for Christ and that is Real Christianity. 

• We obey and serve and sacrifice because we love him. 

• Not because we think those actions equal love for him. 
 

• I hope you understand because the point is this… 

• Real Christianity is not first serving or obeying Christ. 

• Real Christianity is loving Christ. 

• Having a deep abiding affection for Christ. 

• And out of that love comes obedience, service, and sacrifice. 

• For the Christian, experiencing love (affection for Christ for God) is the heart of the matter. 

• It is, according to Jesus, the greatest commandment… 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind. (Matthew 22:37) 

• Real Christianity involves true heart, soul and mind love (affection, feelings) for Christ. 

• And so, if you don’t feel affection for Christ then you know something is wrong with your spiritual 
health and you should seek help. 

• Okay, is that clear! 
 

• Now, along with loving Christ, The Real Christian experiences also includes…  

B. Believing in Christ 

…Though you do not now see him, you believe in him… (1 Peter 1:8)  

• Now first notice how love is related to belief. 

• The fact that you love Christ for who he is… 

• The eternal God Man, certainly includes believing in Christ. 
 

• In fact, I would say believing in Christ is the same as loving Christ with all of your mind. 

• Believing flows from the head, the thinking, the mind. 

• The Greek word for believe here is pisteuo 

• And throughout the NT it is translated by the English words faith, trust and belief. 
 

• It means to be persuaded that something is true, to think something is true, 

• To believe, trust, have faith that something is true. 
 

• And at the heart of our Christian experience,  

• along with loving Christ is a trust, belief a faith in Christ that effects our lives. 

• As Paul wrote to the church in Corinth… 

for we walk (live) by faith, not by sight. (2 Corinthians 5:7) 

• We make decisions and act upon them based on our faith. 
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• Now Christians are certainly not unique in this. 

• All people everywhere, throughout history, live by faith in many (if not most) aspects of their lives. 
 

• When we get married, we have faith that our spouse will be faithful. 

• When we get on a plane, we have faith that the pilot knows what he or she is doing. 

• When we buy something online, we have faith that the seller isn’t a scammer. 

• When we watch the news, we have faith that the facts are correct. 

• When we follow the science, we have faith that the scientists don’t have their own agenda. 

• When we vote we have faith that the politician is honest (maybe not a great example).   
 

• And I could go on and on. 

• Every day we make decisions and act based not on what we know empirically,  

• Not on what we have personally observed, but on what we believe to be true. 
 

• And when it comes to this world our faith is often misplaced. 

• Our spouse may not be faithful. 

• The pilot may be having a bad day. 

• The online seller may be a scammer. 

• The news may be fake. 

• The scientist may have his or her own agenda. 

• And the politician might possibly be dishonest. 
 

• So, as Christians we are not unique in the fact that we walk by faith. 

• But we are unique in the fact that our ultimate faith is not in the things of this world. 

• Instead, our faith, our trust, what we believe in is Jesus Christ. 
 

• In fact, it is our faith in Christ that results in our salvation. 

• That’s what Peter says in verse 9… 

obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. (1 Peter 1:9) 

• When we trust in Jesus Christ. 

• When we believe that he died for our sins and rose again to provide us with eternal life. 

• When we have faith in Christ alone, the outcome is the salvation of our souls. 
 

• But what I want us to understand is that our faith does not stop at salvation. 

• It is not a onetime deal. 

• As Christians we continue to walk (live) by faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

• And what that means is our lives are characterized by a deep trust in Him, 

• Above all other things and people, including our spouse, news anchors, politicians and yes even 
scientists. 
 

• Now, I’m not saying that we can’t have faith in other people. 

• But that faith must be limited. 
 

• Because our ultimate faith is in Christ. 

• And believing in Christ means that we first look to him (his word) for guidance, direction in all 
things. 
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• It means that we believe his promises and obey his commands. 

• For example… In the sermon on the mount, Jesus taught… 

Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 
thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also. (Matthew 6:19-21) 

• Now without going to deeply into this. 

• It seems clear that Jesus would not want our lives to be focused on attaining material wealth for 
material wealth’s sake. 

• That he would not want us to purse or trust in having excessive wealth on this earth. 

• Instead, he would want us to use our lives, our time, our resources, our wealth for his eternal 
kingdom purposes. 

• Is that fair. 
 

• So then one way to know whether you believe in him or not is whether you are following his 
guidance in the matter of your earthly treasures. 

• And if you are not, then there is something wrong with your spiritual health. 

• And you need to seek help. 

• And that is just one example. 

• Believing in Christ means trusting that He is reliable in all his promises, commands, and counsel. 

• And living based on those things, living based on his word. 
 

• So, at the core of Real Christianity is a deep love affection for and solid belief in Christ. 

• And that would seem to be enough to express what it means to experience the Christian life. 

• But Peter doesn’t stop there, he adds what some might find strange… 

C. Enjoying Christ 

• Yes, along with love and belief, the Christian experiences Joy in Christ. 

and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, (1 Peter 1:8) 

• Notice that with regards to love and belief Peter just uses a single word. 

• But when it comes to joy, he gives a description. 

• Rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory. 

• Wow what an experience. 
 

• Let me first define this word joy and then we will look at Peter’s description of it. 

• The word joy is the Greek chara and it means JOY. 

• Cheerfulness, gladness, delight, it is really synonymous with happiness. 

• Now possibly because the Bible (Romans 5:3 for example) teaches that we are to… 

…rejoice in our sufferings, (Romans 5:3) 

• It seems that because of verses like this… 

• Many people have tried to redefine Biblical joy. 
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• If we are to rejoice in our suffering, joy must mean something besides happiness, cheerfulness, 
gladness, or delight. 

• These are some of the typical attempts to redefine joy. 
 

• Joy, in the Biblical context, is not an emotion.  

• Joy brings us peace in the middle of a storm.  

• Joy is something entirely different from happiness.  

• Happiness is an emotion and temporary; joy is an attitude of the heart. 

 

• Sound familiar?  

• It may even sound good! 

• But it lessens the reality of what Joy is… 

• Again, it means happiness, cheerfulness, gladness, delight. 

• Now at times (during trials for example) that delight may be more internal as it is accompanied by 
sorrow. 
 

• But it is still real, it is still there. 

• And maybe this lessening of Christian Joy was already taking place in Peter’s day as well. 

• So, he wants to be very clear! 

• He writes… 

rejoice with joy  

• Peter is actually being redundant here,  

• because the word rejoice literally means to jump for joy,  

• or to be exceedingly joyful, exceedingly happy, exceedingly glad! 

• So, Peter says jump for joy with joy. 

• And notice that the joy of which he speaks is  

inexpressible (or unspeakable) 

• You are so filled with joy, you are so busy jumping for joy (inside and/or outside) … 

• that you don’t have words to describe what you are experiencing. 
 

• Have you ever been in the midst of a trial a difficulty?  

• And maybe you are reading God’s word,  

• maybe you come across an eternal promise that gives you perspective about this temporal trial 
and all the sudden you experience joy. 
 

• You experience Joy, joy, joy down in your heart, where … down in your heart. 

• And this joy is in expressible because the world wouldn’t understand how you could be 
experiencing joy when this trial is hanging over your head. 
 

• As my favorite verse for the Joy song goes 

• You’ve go that far out feeling that freaks out pharaohs, down in my heart. 

• Your joy during adversity freaks people out. 

• It isn’t something people can understand, words cannot describe the Joy a true Christian 
experiences in the midst of trials… 

• So, your joy is inexpressible.  
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• and finally, it is also  

filled with glory, 

• Your joy our joy is different from the world’s joy,  

• not only because we can have it in the midst of suffering… 

• But because our Joy is in Christ and because of that it is filled with glory. 
 

• People in the world have joy, they even jump for joy, 

• But joy is not filled with glory unless it is centered on Christ. 
 

• You see the thing enjoyed gives joy its character.  

• If you enjoy dirty jokes and lewd pictures,  

• then your heart is dirty, and your joy is dirty. 
  

• If you enjoy cruelty and arrogance and revenge,  

• then your heart and your joy have that character.  
 

• Or the more you get your joy simply from material things,  

• the more your heart and your joy shrivel up like a mere material thing.  
 

• But our joy is in the person and work of Jesus Christ. 

• And everything about Christ who he is, what he has done, is doing and will do is glorious. 

• Every aspect of his nature is glorious. 

• And so, our Joy in Him is glorious, it is filled with His Glory. 
 

• So, in Summary… 

• This is the Reality of our Present Christian Experience. 

• We experience a deep abiding love affection for Christ. 

• We believe in him above all others in all things and we live based on that belief. 

• And we experience inexpressible glorious joy in relationship with Him. 
 

• So, does that describe your Present Christian Life? 

• Now my guess and experience is, that most of us would answer, sometimes. 

• On my best days… 

• Or that’s what I am seeking and aspiring too, that’s what want! 
 

• Well, if this is the experience you are seeking, let me help you find it, as we look at our final point 
for today. 

• That is… 

3. The Condition of Our Present Christian Life 

• It is here that I believe we find the key to growing in our experience of the Real Christian Life. 

• So, what is the condition or the circumstances surrounding our Christian life. 

• And we find the answer stated several times in verse 8-9.  

Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in 
him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, (1 Peter 1:8)  
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• Peter says that the Christian is experiencing love, belief, and joy in Christ. 

• But these experiences take place while not seeing Christ. 
 

• Now what is this condition of not seeing yet loving, believing, and rejoicing called. 

• Well, the author of Hebrews tells us… 
 

…faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.  
(Hebrews 11:1) 
 

• Faith is having the assurance the conviction that something you hope for… 

• Something you honestly believe but cannot see will take place. 

• So, faith is certainly the condition of not seeing yet believing. 

• This is verified in verse 9, where Peter continues… 
 

obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. (1 Peter 1:9) 

• The outcome of your faith, the outcome of loving, believing and rejoicing in Christ is the salvation 
of your soul. 
 

• So, the condition in which the Christian life takes place is that of faith. 

• We don’t see him, yet we love, believe, and rejoice in him. 

• We have faith in him and that faith results in the salvation of our souls. 

• We are saved by grace through faith. 
 

• But how is that possible? 

• I mean, how is it possible to truly love and trust and rejoice in Jesus when we have never and 
can’t at this point see him. 
 

• Now at this point, some say that Christians have blind faith. 

• Which implies that our faith comes out of thin air. 

• Or that we believe because we’re naive. 
 

• Now, I believe that faith is a gift from God. 

• In Ephesians 2:8 Paul writes… 

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift 
of God, (Ephesians 2:8) 

• The outcome of faith (which is a gift of God) is the salvation of your soul. 

• So, faith is a gift from God. 

• But how does He give it. 

• Again, he doesn’t just snap his fingers and all of the sudden we have faith. 
 

• So where does it come from?  

• And I think the answer to this question is crucial if we’re going to experience love, belief and joy in 
Christ. 

• And the answer is found in Romans 10:17 were Paul tells us… 

So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. (Romans 10:17) 
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• So, faith is a gift from God that comes as we hear the word of Christ. 

• The word of God! 
 

• So let me ask the question again… 

• How is it possible to truly love and trust and rejoice in Jesus?  

• How is it possible to have faith, when we’ve never and can’t at this point see him? 
 

• I think the answer is that even though we don't see him face to face with our physical eyes,  

• we do see him in another way that is even more important.  

• We see him in his Word! 
 

• Paul describes this in Romans 15:20-21 

• He’s writing about his mission to unreached peoples (who could never see Christ physically) 

• And he says… 

and thus I make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not where Christ has already been 
named, lest I build on someone else's foundation, but as it is written, “Those who have never 
been told of him will see, and those who have never heard will understand.” (Romans 15:20-
21) 

• In the preaching of the gospel,  

• Christ can be seen in a way that is greater than seeing him physically. 

• Hundreds of people in Jesus' lifetime saw him physically and never really saw him.  

• "Seeing they did not see," Jesus said.  

• There is a seeing that is infinitely more important than seeing with the eyes.  
 

• In 2 Corinthians 4:6 Paul describes it like this:  

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. (2 Corinthians 4:6) 

• There is a spiritual seeing in the heart of the glory of God in the face of Christ,  

• and without it no one is saved.  

• Michael Card expressed the paradox of not seeing yet seeing in one of his songs like this:  

To hear with my heart 
to see with my soul 
to be guided by a hand I cannot hold 
to trust in a way that I cannot see 
that's what faith must be. 
(Michael Card)  

• When the gospel of Christ is preached, or we read the Bible which is the gospel of Christ… 

• We can see Christ more clearly for who he really is than many could see in his own lifetime.  
 

• If you read the gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, with openness to Christ,  

• you can see the true glory of Christ far more clearly than most of the people who knew him on 
earth could see him. 
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• Nicodemus, the Syrophoenician woman, the Centurion, the widow of Nain, Zacchaeus, the thief 
on the cross, the thronging crowds.  

• They saw a piece here and a piece there.  

• But in the gospels, you get four complementary portraits of Christ inspired by God and covering 
the whole range of his teaching and his ministry.  
 

• The gospels are better than being there.  

• You are taken into the inner circle of the apostles where you never could have gone.  

• You go with Jesus through Gethsemane and the trial and the crucifixion and the resurrection and 
the meetings after the resurrection.  

• You hear whole sermons and long discourses, not in isolated pieces on hillsides but in rich God-
inspired contexts that take you deeper than you ever could have gone as a perplexed peasant in 
Galilee.  
 

• You see the whole range of Christ’s character and power which nobody on earth saw as fully as 
you can now see in the gospels:  

• you see his freedom from anxiety with no place to lay his head,  

• his courage in the face of opposition,  

• his unanswerable wisdom,  

• his honoring women,  

• his tenderness with children,  

• his compassion toward lepers,  

• his meekness in suffering,  

• his patience with Peter,  

• his tears over Jerusalem,  

• his blessing those who cursed him,  

• his heart for the nations,  

• his love for the glory of God,  

• his simplicity and devotion,  

• his power to still storms and heal the sick and multiply bread and cast out demons. 

• And to sacrificially give his life for you! 
 

• Most of those who saw him during his life on earth only saw pieces of these things… 

• And even fewer ever got to see what we can see by opening our Bibles and turning to the epistles. 

• In these letters from Paul, and Peter and John and James we are privy to what was going on 
behind the scenes of the gospel, and what continues to our day. 
 

• Have you ever watch the special features of a movie, you can find more about how the movies 
made, you can get insight into the actors and directors? 

• Well in a similar and even more powerful way, the epistles provide us with deep insight into Jesus 
Christ. 

• Just one familiar example that helps us truly see Jesus… 

• Pay attention because there will be group participation afterwards… 

• In Colossians 1:15-20, speaking of Christ, the Apostle Paul wrote… 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all things were 
created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers 
or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. And he is before all things, 
and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the 
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beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. For in him 
all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. (Colossians 1:15-20) 

What do you see about Jesus? 

• So, we may not see Christ with our physical eyes. 

• But we have something better, we have the word of God that tells us everything we need to know 
about Christ. 
 

• And it is when we truly see Christ with our hearts and minds. 

• It is then that God works to give us a deep affection for Christ. 

• A true belief in Christ 

• And a joy that is inexpressible and glorious in Christ. 

• It is through the word of God that we are able to truly see Christ.  

• And when we see Christ then we can experience Christ. 

• Love and Belief and Joy in Christ is ours through the Word of God. 
 

• Though you do not now see him,  

• yet through his word you do see him far better than thousands who saw him face to face.  

• And because you see him with the eyes of the heart, you love him and trust him and rejoice with 
joy inexpressible and full of glory.  
 

• So, when you are not feeling love affection for Christ. 

• When you are not believing, trusting in, having doubts about Christ. 

• When your joy is coming from other things besides Christ. 
 

• Open your Bibles and See Christ… 

• Read and Mediated on Christ. 

• And do it again and again and again until your heart mind and soul are loving, believing and 
rejoicing in Christ. 
 

• And then keep reading, keep studying, keep meditating on the word of God. 

• That your love, belief, and joy in Christ might continue and grow. 

• Prayer… 


