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1 Peter  
(Week 11) 
07/18/2021 

Hope, Fear and Holiness 
 
This is my message written out prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format 
and any grammatical mistakes. This is meant to be spoken. 
 
S1 - Introduction & Review 

 

• It’s good to be back with you after a 3-week 3,800 Mile Road Trip. 

• Stretching from Riverside to the Mississippi River and Back again. 

• I bring you greetings from Michael, Ashley and Amelia in St. Louis Missouri. 

• And from our founding pastor and his wife, David and Jeanie Dougherty in Denver Colorado. 
 

• Now on this trip Christina and I did a lot of things and visited a number of people. 

• We also attended two different Church services. 

• And without getting into any specifics or being overly critical (which I can tend to be). 

• I left both services feeling great gratitude for Bridges. 
 

• Gratitude for Chad and others (including our team today) who have consistently led us in 
theologically sound, God centered, God Glorifying Worship. 
 

• And I also felt gratitude for our Churches commitment to the word of God. 

• To teaching and preaching through books of the Bible. 

• Giving us a Solid Biblical Foundation for understanding who God is, who we are and how we are 
to live in this world. 
 

• So, as I return from my vacation I return with not only gratitude for our Church. 

• But a firm belief that even though Bridges is going through some difficulty and a major transition. 

• The decision we as a congregation made to continue as a Church is the right one. 
  

• Christians and even Non-Christians need churches that focus on God centered worship and 
expository preaching of God’s word. 

• Not to mention churches that focus on sending and supporting missionaries. 
 

• You should know that the Transitional Leadership Team agreed on three absolutes as we 
search for a New Pastor. 

• There are other things as well… 

• But the man we call to be our next Pastor must have a heart for  

• God centered Worship,  

• Expository preaching of God’s word. 

• And sending and supporting missionaries into God’s World. 
 

• So, continue to pray that God will lead and direct us in this process. 

• Pray for the TLT that we will discern and obey God’s leading. 

• Pray for Brian Morris as he is currently being considered for the position of Pastor. 

• And Pray for our congregation (for one another) that under God’s guidance, we will move forward 
in unity. 
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Pray… 
 

• If you have your Bible, please turn to 1 Peter Chapter 1. 

• Today we continue our series in 1 Peter.  

• We’ll be focusing on verses 20-21. 

• And since it’s been almost a month since the last message. 

• And since what has gone before is crucial to what we will see today. 
 

• Let me give a more extended review of what we have seen so far. 

• If you have a great memory, then I apologize for repeating much of what we have already 
covered.  

• But if you are like me, you need the reminder.  
 

• In verses 1-12 Peter begins with words of encouragement to elect exiles. 

• He is writing to believers, to the church. 

• To God’s elect, those who’ve been chosen by God to be part of His family. 

• but are still exiles, still living in this fallen world. 

• Still experiencing pain, suffering, various trials and even persecution. 
 

• And Peter wants to encourage elect exiles both in his day and ours to rejoice and experience 
gratitude for all God has done and will do for them/us. 

• He tells us to rejoice in our election, our new birth, our sanctification, our eternal inheritance.  

• and even in our trials because they refine our faith. 
 

• And notice that in verse 3, he refers to what God will do for us, what God will give us as…  

• a living hope… Let me read verse 3… 
 
S2 - Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he 
has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead, (1 Peter 1:3) 
 

• In these first 12 verses Peter seeks to give elect exiles hope,  

• Not hope in this world which is temporal and filled with trials.  

• but hope in what is to come, hope in what God has promised those who trust in Jesus Christ. 

• So coming out of the first 12 verses we should be experiencing Joy, Gratitude and Hope. 
 

• Then in verses 13-21, Peter gives three commands. 

• This is how those who are elect are to live (to behave) as exiles in this world. 

• The first command is found in verse 13… 

• And it relates back to verse 3 and our living hope. 
 
S3 - Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully 
on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. (1 Peter 1:13) 
 

• As we live as exiles in this world, in the midst of our various trials,  

• With our minds prepared and sober, we are to hope fully on the grace of God. 

• And remember Biblical hope is not wishful thinking it’s a sure belief/trust/faith in what God has 
promised he will accomplish in and for us. 
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• We are to set our hope fully in God’s grace to fulfil his promises.  

• Promises which include our future inheritance, our eternal life in His presence. 

• So, first Peter Commands us to be people of Hope, to live in Hope. 
 

• Then the second command is found in verse 15:  
 
S4 - but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, since it is written, 
“You shall be holy, for I am holy.” (1 Peter 1:15-16) 
 

• Be holy as God is Holy.  

• This is what Brian spoke about last week from Leviticus 19. 

• And I agree with him, that Holiness is the most fundamental quality of God. 

• God is Holy, Holy, Holy, 
 

• He is completely and utterly set apart like no other,  

• His holiness refers to the reality that He is utterly unique, in a class by himself. 

• God is the absolute standard of holiness, purity, righteousness. 
 

• And he commands us to be holy. 

• This is what he wants for his people. 

• To be set apart from this sinful world and to be set apart for God and his Purposes.  
 

• So, the second command is to be holy in all your conduct, or Live in Holiness. 

• Now the third command is found in verse 17-19. 
 
S5 - And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one's deeds, 
conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, knowing that you were 
ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such 
as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or 
spot. (1 Peter 1:17-19) 
 

• conduct yourselves with fear, or Live in Fear. 

• Now we spent two weeks looking at this command because it’s not easily understood. 

• Conducting yourself with fear is not what we Christians normally think about, it’s not comfortable. 
 

• In fact, we often try and soften the meaning of fear by defining it as merely reverence or awe. 

• When in reality, the Greek word for fear that Peter uses is phobos (phobia) 

• and its primary meaning is fear, dread, terror, that which strikes terror. 
 

• So, Peter is saying, throughout the time of your exile. 

• During the time you live on this earth (your earthly lifetime) 

• You are to conduct yourself with fear (terror, dread). 
 

• And he gives two things we are to fear. 

• Two reasons to conduct ourselves with fear. 

• One comes before the command, and one comes after the command. 

• Before the command Peter says, Fear Receiving God’s Judgement for Your Sin 

S6 - And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one's deeds, 
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conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, (1 Peter 1:17) 

• Peter is saying that our deeds (both good and bad) will be Judged. 

• But be clear, the judgment comes in the context of a Father and His Child, it’s a family judgment. 

• This has to do with our relationship with our Father in Heaven, not our eternal destiny. 

• If you’ve truly trusted in Christ and are a child of God,  

• you need not fear, eternal separation from him in hell. 

• Your sin does not cause your Heavenly Father to disown you or reject you. 
 

• However, you are to fear his impartial judgments,  

• You are to fear his displeasure with your disobedience (your sin). 

• Our heavenly Father cares about and will judge our deeds. 

• He does that in this life, he disciplines, he reproves, he chastises those he loves. 
 

• And we will be judged in the life to come. 

• Our Father will judge our deeds on the Day of Judgment. 

• Now as his Children, 

• As those who have trusted in Christ and his righteousness. 

• We will be saved. 
 

• But we will still be judged by our deeds,  

• let me read the clearest statement of that fact. 

• The Apostle Paul, in 2 Corinthians 5 writing to the church says… 

S7 - For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive 
what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. (2 Corinthians 5:10) 
 

• On that final day God/Jesus Christ will judge our deeds,  

• He will judge what is done in the body, whether good or evil. 

• Whether righteous or sinful. 

• And out of that judgment we will receive what is due. 

• As Paul said in 1 Corinthians – some will receive rewards, and some will suffer loss even though 
they will be saved. 

• So first we are to conduct ourselves with fear of our Father’s Judgements for our sin. 
 

• Then second, after the command Peter says we are to Fear Devaluing Christ’s Sacrifice by 
Your Sin 

• Let me read verses 17-19 again… 
 
S8 - …conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, knowing that you were 
ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such 
as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or 
spot. (1 Peter 1:17-19) 

• Peter is saying, conduct ourselves in fear. Why? 

• Because you know something. 

• What do you know? 

• You know that you were ransomed (purchased) not with something that has small temporary 
value like gold and silver,  
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• but you were ransomed with something that has infinite, eternal value,  

• That is the precious blood of Christ.  

• So, the basis for conducting yourself with fear is the infinite value, preciousness of Christ’s 
Sacrifice. 
 

• And it seems what Peter means by this is… 

• Fear conducting yourself as though the ransom which was paid for you is not precious. 

• Or fear devaluing the precious sacrifice that Christ made for you. 

• Fear taking Christ’s sacrifice for granted. 

• Fear living (conducting yourself) as if Christ’s sacrifice is not valuable or powerful. 

• And what I mean by Powerful is that Christ’s Sacrifice not only paid the price for your sin,  

• but by his blood we are empowered to overcome sin. 

• Notice that Peter says…that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your 
forefathers 
 

• The purpose of the ransom (in this verse) is not salvation but transformation.  

• The purpose is victory over the power of sin in your everyday life,  

• not forgiveness from the guilt of sin (which the ransom also pays for).  

• Jesus not only shed his precious blood to provide us with salvation (the free gift of eternal life). 

• His precious blood also provides us with sanctification (transformation in this life) 

• His blood provides us with everything we need to overcome the practice of sin in our lives. 

• And knowing what that great sacrifice accomplished for us… 

• We are to fear devaluing it by our sin… 

• There is something to fear. 

• That is, allowing your assurance (no fear) in your salvation to justify your sin. 

• To justify conduct that proves you don't think Christ’s blood is infinitely valuable or powerful.   

• God's purpose in the blood of Jesus is our justification (salvation) and our sanctification.  

• Our pardon from sin and our purity (holiness).  

• They cannot be separated. 

• And what Peter is saying is that you should fear conducting yourself in such a way that tries to 
separate your salvation from your sanctification. 

• If in our conduct we are tempted to act as though the preciousness and the permanence of the 
blood of Jesus is powerful enough to save us but powerless to hold us back from sin,  

• Then we should fear. 
 

• So that’s an extended summary of what we’ve covered so far in 1 Peter. 

• Let me summarize the summary. 

• In verses 1-12 Peter encourages elect exiles with all God has and will do for them. 

• He gives them and us hope. 
 

• Then in verses 13-19 He gives us three commands… 

• Based on what God has done and will do for you… 

• Hope Fully on God’s grace or Live in Hope. 
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• Be Holy as God is Holy or Live in Holiness. 

• And conduct yourselves with fear of God, or Live in Fear. 
   

• Now as I began to prepare for this message… 

• I again thought about those three commands. 

• And I asked myself… How are they related? 
 
S9 - How are Hope, Holiness and Fear Related? 
 

• And what I concluded was this: 

• The first and last commands, Hope and Fear are emotions,  

• We can feel hope, we can feel fear. 
 

• You can even feel these emotions at the same time. 

• When we were in St. Louis visiting with Michael, Ashley and Amelia  
S10 - PICTURE - They took us to the Gateway Arch. 

• This is a monument to the fact that St. Louis was at one time the gateway to the west. 
 

• Now the Arch is 630 feet tall. 

• And Ashely bought us tickets to go to the top. 

• And in my mind, I pictured riding some kind of large open (glass) elevator. 

• But that’s not how you get to the top. 

• Yes, it was some kind of elevator but it was small (about the size of a Ferris Wheel car)… 
 

• But unlike the Ferris wheel car which is open… 

• This car was almost totally enclosed, and they stuffed all 5 of us in one very small car. 
S11 - PICTURE (it was also the only place that we had to wear a mask) 
 

• And when I saw the car and I knew was going to be stuffed in it for about 4 minutes up and 4 
minutes down…  

• Being a bit claustrophobic, I began to feel some fear. 
 

• However, at the same time I really wanted to go to the top,  

• I wanted to experience the glory of looking out over St. Louis and the Missisippi River from 630 
Feet in the Air. 

• And it seemed that the elevator did normally make it to the top. 

• So based on that I felt hope that I would get out of the very small enclosed car and be able to 
experience the glory of the 630ft View. 
 

• And it all worked out fine… 

• And the view was Spectacular.  
S12 - PICTURE 
 

• So that experience illustrates that both Fear and Hope are emotions and they can be experienced 
simultaneously. 

 

• Holiness, however isn’t an emotion, it’s an attribute of who you are. 

• Or an action of how you behave.  

• Your actions are holy when you do what is holy, what is right what is of God who is Holy, Holy, 



7 

Holy. 

• Now it is true that by the precious blood of Christ, we are declared by God to be Holy. 

• The blood of Christ has cleansed us from our sin, and we are Holy in Christ. 

• We are set apart for God and His Kingdom. 

• But we are also commanded to be Holy, to live in Holiness. 
 

• So how are these very different emotions of hope and fear related to being Holy. 

• Well, it seems to me that the more you… 
 
S13 - …set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ. (1 Peter 1:13) 
 

• The more you take your mind and eyes and heart off the temporal things of this world. 

• The riches as well as the trials, the more you see this world as passing away. 

• And set your hope fully on what God by his grace will give you through Christ. 

• The more you will desire Holiness and therefore the more Holy you will Be. 
 

• And the more you… 
 
S14 - conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, (1 Peter 1:17) 
  

• The more you fear your father’s judgment of your sin. 

• And the more you fear devaluing the sacrifice of Christ by your sin. 

• The more you will avoid sin and the more Holy you will be. 
 

• So, it seems to me Peter’s/God ultimate purpose is that second command (our Holiness). 

• And that our hope and fear are to drive us to holiness. 
 

• I say that because, beginning in verse 22 of 1 Peter Chapter 1 and continuing throughout the 
letter. 

• Peter gives commands and descriptions of what it looks like, what it means to be Holy. 

• In fact, verse 22 begins… 
 
S15 - Having purified your souls… (1 Peter 1:22) 
 

• That word purified is the Greek word hagizo which is related to the Greek word for holy hagios 

• They both include the ideas of purification, sanctification. 
 

• So, beginning in verse 22 and continuing throughout this letter…. 

• Peter is going to describe how to conduct ourselves in holiness in our personal lives… 

• In our relationship with God and in our relationships with one another. 
 

• But as I’ve said, the more hope in and healthy fear of our Father in Heaven we have.. 

• The more Holy we will be. 

• And so, in verses 20-21 For the purpose of holiness, Peter wants to… 
 
S16 - Increase Your Hope in and Fear of God 
 

• And he does this by continuing to focus on Christ. 
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• Remember in verses 17-19, Peter has just told us to conduct ourselves with fear because we 
have been ransomed from our futile way of life by the infinitely precious blood of Christ. 

• In the Greek, Verse 19 ends with the word "Christ",  

• and verse 20 picks up without any break. 

• Let me read verses 20-21 

S17 - He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last 
times for the sake of you who through him are believers in God, who raised him from the dead 
and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. (1 Peter 1:20-21) 

• In verses 18 and 19 we have seen the precious permanent nature of the ransom Christ paid for 
us. 

• And what Peter does in verses 20 and 21 is add even more to the preciousness of Christ and 
His sacrifice. 
 

• And by doing this he is accomplishing two things. 

• First, by increasing the preciousness of Christ and his sacrifice he is increasing our hope in God. 

• You can hope in God because he has given you Christ. 

• That’s where Peter is going, he ends verse 21 with the words “so that your faith and hope are n 
God” 
 

• And second (connecting back to verses 17-19), by increasing the preciousness of Christ and 
his sacrifice he is increasing the fear we should have of devaluing that sacrifice. 

• He is increasing the fear we should experience when we take Christ and his sacrifice for granted. 

• When we use the grace of God as an excuse to sin. 
 

• So, as we finally look at these verses allow the truths of who Christ is and what he has done for 
you both increase your hope in God and your healthy fear of God. 

• So that you might grow in Holiness. 

• Now the first thing we see is that… 

1. S18 - Christ was Foreknown by God  

• Peter, writes…  

He was foreknown before the foundation of the world… (1 Peter 1:20) 

• That word foreknown is a relational word. 

• Before the universe was created, God the Father knew and loved God the Son. 

• The one who gave himself as a sacrificial offering to pay the ransom for our sin… 

• And to rescue us from futile living  

• The one who did that was no ordinary man. 
  

• And the plan to pay the ransom was no afterthought. 

• It was not plan B. 

• It was planned before the foundation of the world, before Creation itself. 

• God knew Christ and God knew his plan and Christ's role in it from eternity.  

• And it is in this plan that we put our HOPE! 
 



9 

• So, when you are tempted to sin, tempted away from holiness. 

• When you are tempted to put your hope in sin instead of God,  

• think about this: fear this… 

• The ransom paid to rescue you from that futility was planned before the universe was created. 

• And knowing that and ignoring that or taking that for granted displeases your Father and devalues 
Christ’s sacrifice. 

• Allow the truth that Christ was foreknown by God to increase your hope in God and your fear of 
God. 

• That you might live in Holiness… 
 

• And then second, know that… 

2. S19 - Christ Became Human for You  

• Peter says in the second half of verse 20 that Christ…  

was made manifest in the last times for the sake of you (1 Peter 1:20) 

• Christ existed before creation in relationship with his Father, 

• But now in these last times, 

• From Peters Day until Now… 

• Christ was made manifest, he appeared.  

• He was incarnated… 

• The eternal Christ took on a body of flesh and blood.  
 

• Why? Christ became human for the sake of you. (1 Peter 1:20) 

• This should blow your mind every time you hear it.  

• We’re talking about the infinitely powerful and wise and Holy, Holy, Holy God of the universe and 
his one and only divine Son.  

• We’re talking about their eternal plan to enter into their own creation for your sake and mine,  

• that we might be ransomed from our futile ways inherited from your forefathers.  

• That we might be freed from both the penalty and the power of sin. 

• If that doesn't prove that God takes your behavior and your future seriously, what can? 
 

• So, when you are tempted to sin, to unholiness. 

• When you are tempted to put your hope in your former futile way of life instead of God. 

• think about this: fear this… 
 

• The divine eternal Christ took on human flesh for you. 

• So that you might be rescued from the penalty and power of sin. 

• And knowing that and ignoring that or taking that for granted displeases you Father devalues 
Christ’s sacrifice. 
 

• Allow the truth that Christ Became Human for You to increase your hope in God and your fear of 
God. 

• That you might live in Holiness… 
 

• And then third know that… 
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3. S20 - Christ was Resurrected by God 

• In the middle of verse 21 Peter says,  

God, who raised him from the dead (1 Peter 1:21) 

• Christ died (sacrificed himself for your sin) 

• But he did not stay in the grave.  

• God raised him from the dead.  

• God showed the great value of the ransom by giving the Son back his life.  

• What this says to us is not only that the ransom is all-satisfying to God,  

• but also, that sin and death are defeated.  
 

• So, when you are tempted to sin, to unholiness. 

• When you are tempted to put your hope in sin, instead of God. 

• think about this: fear this… 
 

• By the power of God, through the sacrifice of Christ, both death and sin have been defeated. 

• Defeated by Christ and defeated in the lives of those who trust in Him. 

• By his death and resurrection Christ has defeated the power sin has over you! 
 

• And knowing that and ignoring that or taking that for granted displeases your Father devalues 
Christ’s sacrifice, it devalues His death and resurrection for you. 
 

• Allow the truth that Christ was Resurrected by God to increase your hope in God and your fear 
of God. 

• That you might live in Holiness… 

• Then fourth know that… 

4. S21 - Christ was Glorified by God 

• Peter says next in verse 21 that God  

gave him glory, (1 Peter 1:21) 

• God didn't raise him from the dead to be a mere man, to suffer and die again.  

• He brought him into heaven and set him at his right hand as Lord of the universe with all the glory 
that he had from eternity with the Father.  

• What this means among other things is that God valued the sacrifice that Christ made on our 
behalf. 
 

• And what this implies for our fight with the futile way of sin is that the way of Christ leads to glory.  

• The way he walked led to glory for himself.  

• And he lives with glorious power to make sure that our following him will lead us to glory too.  
 

• Therefore, we have every reason to hope in what God promises and not in what sin promises. 

• And we have every reason to fear displeasing our heavenly father by devaluing the sacrifice of the 
one he glorified. 
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• So allow the truth that Christ was Glorified by God to increase your hope in God and your fear 
of God. 

• That you might live in Holiness… 

• Then fifth know that… 

5. S22 - Christ Reconciled us to God 

• We go back to the beginning of verse 21 where Peter says that… 

who through him (Christ, you) are believers in God, (1 Peter 1:21) 

• In other words, Christ has done the necessary work to connect us with God by faith.  

• It is because of Christ (alone) that we are believers in God. 

• Christ gave his life on the cross, he shed his precious blood, that we might believe in God. 

• That we might be reconciled to God. 

• It is because of Christ that we enter into an eternal relationship with God. 
 

• So, allow the truth that Christ Reconciled us to God to increase your hope in God and your fear 
of God. 

• That you might live in Holiness… 
 

• So, Peter gives us these glorious truths about Christ,  

• Christ was foreknown by God,  

• Christ became Human for you, 

• Christ was Resurrected by God. 

• Christ was Glorified by God. 

• And Christ Reconciles us to God. 

And that Takes us to the end of verse 21. 

• Where Peter tells us the reason for these truths. 

• This is what Peter is hoping for… 

• He is telling us all of this… 

S23 - …so that your faith and hope are in God. (1 Peter 1:21) 

• In all of this, seeing what God has done through Christ.  

• The result should be that your faith and hope are in God. 

• That we put out faith in Christ alone for our current and future salvation and sanctification. 
 

• Notice that Verse 13 began the paragraph by commanding,  

S24 - …set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ. (1 Peter 1:13) 

• Hope fully in the grace of God!  

• Verse 21 ends the paragraph by saying that God has done everything through Christ so that his 
people might put their faith and hope in HIM.  
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• The call for us today is that we will put your faith and hope in God and not sin.  

• That we will trust what God can do for us rather than what we can do for ourselves. 

• That we will fear displeasing our faither and devaluing the sacrifice of Christ.  
 

• And so, I charge you, in Christ Jesus… 

• To allow the truth of God’s word, the truth of who Christ is and what he has done for you to 
increase your hope in and healthy fear of God. 
 

• That you would conduct yourself in Fear of trying to satisfy your heart's desire with this world and 
all its sinful ways.  

• And instead turn to and hope in Christ.  
 

• And as you do that, I believe…  

• You will grow in holiness; you will grow in being set apart from the things of this world. 

• You will grow in being set apart for God and his Purposes. 
 

• You will be Holy as our Father in Heaven is Holy.  

• And that holiness that God desires for His elect exiles is what we will be looking at throughout the 
rest of this letter. 
 

• Would you pray with me that God would increase our Hope and Fear that we might live in 
Holiness? 
 

• AMEN! 


