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1 Peter  
(Week 02) 
04/18/2021 

An Introduction to Our Identity 
 
This is my message written out prior to being preached. Please excuse the bullet point format 
and any grammatical mistakes. This is meant to be spoken. 
 
S1 – Introduction 
 

• True or False: The Christian life is a difficult life - TRUE 

• However, this truth has not always been understood by followers of Jesus Christ. 

• Especially modern Western or North American followers. 
 

• We’ve grown up in a time and place that has been and continues to be free from any 
governmental persecution. 

• Where, in general, being a Christian has no real disadvantages. 
 

• And so, we tend to believe that as Christians we are protected from the difficulties of Life. 

• And we are entitled to experience the joys of life. 

• We take verses like John 10:10 where Jesus said… 
 
I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. (John 10:10) 
 

• We take verses like this, that were meant to speak to the spiritual abundant life that is found in 
relationship with Jesus Christ. 

• And we apply them to our finances, our family situation, our health, etc.… 

• Even us evangelicals can believe that as Christians we’re to experience the abundance of health 
and wealth. 
 

• And when we inevitably don’t, when life is difficult, we start questioning God. 

• Didn’t you promise me an abundant life? 

• Well, I just got fired, I just lost a loved one, I just found out I was terminally ill,  

• and there goes my abundant life so your promises can’t be trusted. 
 

• And what we need to understand is that from a historical and cultural perspective we as Western 
Christians are living in a fairly unique situation. 

• Throughout history and even now in many other countries if I were to say… 

• The Christian Life is a Difficult Life no one would disagree… 
 

• Certainly, 1st Century Christians wouldn’t disagree… 

• They not only faced the standard problems that come with living in this world… 

• But they also faced difficulties and persecution for being Christians. 
 

• And that takes us 1 Peter which we will be looking at for the foreseeable future. 

• In this letter Peter is writing to Christians who were experiencing persecution because of their 
faith.  
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• He was writing to people who knew (by experience) that the Christian life is a difficult life. 

• And so, Peter seeks to encourage and instruct those who are facing difficulty and persecution. 
 

• And that’s why, after much thought and prayer, I decided to take us through this letter.  

• 1 Peter has much in the way of teaching about God and application for our life. 

• There are many blessings contained in its 5 chapters. 
 

• But as an overarching purpose for this series. 

• I want us to understand that the Christian Life Is a Difficult Life. 

• So that when we encounter difficulties because of our faith or because we live in this sin filled 
world. 

• We will know that these difficulties are normal. 

• And more importantly we will know how to deal with them. 
 

• Because Peter, inspired by the Holy Spirit, not only tells us that life is difficult… 

• He gives us insight into dealing with difficulty including persecution. 
 

• Which, even though we American Christians might not be used to facing. 

• I want to assure you that this letter and these messages are for you. 

• We all will face difficulties and it seems to me (I am not a prophet I just have eyes to see and ears 
to hear and a brain to think) 

• But it seems to me that the direction our country and culture is moving in that as Christians we will 
be faced with more and more difficulties (and potential persecution) because of our faith. 
 

• So, that’s my introduction to our series through 1 Peter. 

• Now let’s look at Peter’s introduction to his letter. 

• In verses 1 and 2 he writes…  
 
Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of the Dispersion in Pontus, 
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in 
the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood: 
May grace and peace be multiplied to you. (1 Peter 1:1-2) 
 

• Peter begins by identifying himself as… 
 
1. The Author  
 
Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ… (1 Peter 1:1) 
 

• This is the same Simon Peter we read about in the Gospels and the book of Acts. 

• Simon being his Hebrew name and Peter his Greek name. 

• He is the brother of Andrew. 

• He is the outspoken fisherman that Jesus called to be a fisher of men. 
 

• Along with the Sons of Zebedee (James and John), Peter was part of Jesus’ inner circle of three. 

• He is the one who when he saw Jesus’ walking on the water wanted to join him, but ended up 
sinking. 
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• He is the disciple with the brilliant answer to Jesus’ question… Who do you say that I am… 
 
Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” (Matthew 16:15-16) 
 

• And based on Peter’s profession of who Jesus is… 

• Jesus bestowed upon him a great blessing. 
 
And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah (Simon Son of Jonah)! For 
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. And I tell you, 
you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 
(Matthew 16:17-19) 
 

• Now throughout church history this verse has been interpreted in different way. 

• Form making Peter the first Pope. 

• To saying this really didn’t have much to do with Peter at all.. 

• Jesus isn’t talking about Peter personally, but about his statement. 

• And that the church is not founded on Peter but on Jesus the Rock.  
 

• Now we don’t have time to deal with all those issues. 

• But it seems to me that Peter is involved here to some degree. 

• Suffice it to say that Peter was to have a role in the building of Jesus church. 

• He was to be leader in the church. 
 

• However, just a few verses later we see another side of Peter. 

• Jesus had was informing his disciples about his death and resurrection. 

• But Peter focused on Jesus’ death, 

• And Matthew writes… 
 
And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This 
shall never happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a 
hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of 
man.” (Matthew 16:22-23) 
 

• So, in a very short time Peter goes being help us as a leader in the church. 

• To be called Satan by Jesus. 

• His obedience, his understanding of the things of God, was certainly not always spot on. 
 

• We saw this last week as well,  

• We looked at Peters great fall as he boasted about his loyalty and love for Christ. 

• And then when push came to shove denied Christ three times. 
 

• And then we looked at how Jesus Restored him to Ministry. 

• Giving him the opportunity to profess his love for Christ. 

• And commanding him to be a Shepherd over the flock of God. 
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• So even though Peter had his faults, Jesus continued to call him to ministry. 

• And by God’s grace and the Power of the Holy Spirit (see Acts 2). 

• Peter was transformed, he became a leader, an Apostle in the early Church. 
 

• The word apostle means messenger or a representative, an ambassador. 

• And in one sense we are all to be apostles (messengers, representatives of Jesus Christ) 
 

• But in the early church there were those who Christ had chosen as his disciples (his apostles) to 
become the foundation of the church. 
 

• And Peter is considered to be not only and apostle but the leader of the apostles. 

• And as such he was charged (by Jesus) with Shepherding the flock of God. 

• And this Letter (1 Peter) is a great testimony to his Shepherds Heart. 
 

• So that’s the Author, The Apostle Peter… 

• Now we turn to… 
 
2. The Audience 
 

• After identifying himself as the author, Peter writes… 
 
...To those who are elect exiles of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and 
Bithynia, (1 Peter 1:1) 
 

• Peter is writing to elect exiles (believers, Christians) dispersed throughout Pontus, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia.  

• See the Map (the provinces names are in red) 
 

• These were all Roman provinces in Asia Minor located north of the Taurus Mountains. 

• Today this area is all part the nation of Turkey. 
 

• These provinces were ethnically (and at times linguistically) diverse. 

• Yet they all had been impacted by Greco-Roman culture.  

• They all were firmly under Roman control from the mid-first century B.C.  
 

• Now some have thought that because of the phrase “exiles of the diaspora” that Peter was 
writing to a Jewish Christian audience 

• Because when the kingdom of Israel in the North and later Judah in the south were defeated by 
Assyria and Babylon respectively,  

• Many if not most of the Jews in the land either fled or were taken captive. 

• For example, Daniel and his three friends Shadrack Meshack and Abendego. 
 

• So, the people or Israel and Judah dispersed, they became exiles in foreign lands…. 

• Which is known as the Diaspora or Dispersion. 

• So some think Peter was writing to Jews who had been dispersed throughout this part of the 
Romans empire. 
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• However, most scholars are convinced that the recipients of 1 Peter were primarily Gentiles. 

• Because in Chapter 1 verse 14 and 18 we get further information about the audience. 

• Verse 14 says… 
 
As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, (1 Peter 
1:14) 
 

• And in the same way verse 18 says… 
 
knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers… (1 
Peter 1:18) 
 

• The reference to their “former ignorance” and “the futile ways inherited from your 
forefathers” suggests a pagan past that would not fit with Jewish readers.  

• Also, in chapter 4 we read… 
 

For the time that is past suffices for doing what the Gentiles want to do, living in sensuality, 
passions, drunkenness, orgies, drinking parties, and lawless idolatry. With respect to this they 
are surprised when you do not join them in the same flood of debauchery, and they malign 
you; (1 Peter 4:3-4) 
 

• This fits with a Gentile audience because Gentiles would not be surprised if Jews did not join them 
in debauchery. 

• Now that is not to say that there were not Jewish Christians in these churches,  

• In fact, according to Acts 2:9 there were Jews from “Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia” in Jerusalem 
on the day of Pentecost. 

• So at least we know they heard the gospel and quite possibly took it back to their provinces. 
 

• But the evidence suggests that Peter is writing primarily to Gentile Christians. 

• So, when Peter calls his audience exiles of the Diaspora, he is probably speaking figuratively. 

• As the Jews were exiles in foreign lands so too are Christians (Both Jew and Gentile) are exiles in 
this world. 

 

• So, with that as a backdrop, let’s specifically examine the three ways Peter describes his 
audience. 

• They are the elect.  

• They are exiles.  

• And they are of the Dispersion. 
 

• These three words will be very important throughout our study of 1 Peter. 

• Because as we will see, they describe the church (Christians) in His time as well as our time. 

• I want us to see that we too are elect exiles of the dispersion. 

• So, let’s look at these three words, beginning with… 
 
A.  The Elect 
 

• The word translated "elect" (Greek eklektois) simply means "chosen."  

• And throughout the Bible being chosen is synonymous with belonging to God. 

• The chosen are those God loves, those who are precious to him. 
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• We see this in the Old Testament with regards to Israel. 

• In the Book of Deuteronomy God says… 
 
“For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you to be a 
people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. 
(Deuteronomy 7:6) 
 

• And the Psalmist writes… 
 
Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people whom he has chosen as his 
heritage! (Psalms 33:12) 
 

• And through the Prophet Isaiah God says…  
 
But you, Israel, my servant, Jacob, whom I have chosen, the offspring of Abraham, my friend; 
you whom I took from the ends of the earth, and called from its farthest corners, saying to 
you, “You are my servant, I have chosen you and not cast you off”; fear not, for I am with you; 
be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with 
my righteous right hand. (Isaiah 41:8-10) 
 

• Israel was clearly God’s chosen, beloved people. 

• And when we get to the New Testament this same language of being chosen by God is applied to 
Christians. 

• Just a few examples: speaking of the last days, Jesus said… 
 
And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the 
four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. (Matthew 24:31) 
 

• And Paul writes to Christians in Rome… 
 
Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. (Romans 8:33) 
 

• And the Christians in Colossi Paul says… 
 
Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience, (Colossians 3:12) 
 

• And Peter writes… 
 
As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and 
precious, (1 Peter 2:4) 
 

• I hope it’s clear from God’s word that…  

• it is God who chooses those who will be His people. 

• it is based on God’s love that we are chosen and declared precious. 

• And it is God who blesses and strengthens and helps and upholds and justifies and gathers those 
he chooses. 
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• Do you see the comfort in being chosen, in being elect by God?  

• Peter begins his letter by calling his audience elect. 

• This is meant to encourage them, to encourage the church. 

• It reminds the people of God of his great love for them. 

• It reminds them that they are part of the family of God. 

• It reminds them that they are precious recipients of all of God’s blessings. 
 

• How unfortunate that this Biblical word elect has become something that divides the church. 

• Instead of being a word that brings great comfort and joy. 

• It has become associated with a particular theological set of beliefs. 

• Oh, if you are talk about God’s Sovereign Election (God’s choosing, being elect by God) you must 
be one of those “Calvinist.” 
 

• But whether you are a Calvinist or not 

• Whether you even know what a Calvinist is or not. 

• Don’t be robbed of the joy of being chosen by God. 
 

• Peter intended to assure his suffering audience of God's steadfast love for them.  

• And I hope and pray that knowing you are elect (chosen by God) assures you,  

• even in times of difficulty that God has chosen you and God loves you with an everlasting love. 

• Glorify God that he chose you to be his own! 
 

• Now let’s look at the other two words together… 
 
B. The Exiles of the Dispersion 
 

• As I mentioned this phrase has a clear connection to Israel. 

• Israel as a nation was elect (they were chosen by God). 

• Unfortunately, they began to take God's grace for granted.  

• As special objects of his love, they believed they would always know his goodness.  
 

• And over time they began to feel that they were entitled to the good life even when their affections 
for God fell off.  

• Presumptuous sin became the unfortunate companion of God's elect.  
 

• During the days of the kings, they turned away from God and forfeited the glory of his approval.  

• As a result, the great nation was carried off into exile;  

• they were dispersed by God.  
 

• So, by itself, being an exile of the dispersion is not necessarily a good thing. 

• For Israel became exiles of the dispersion because of their sin. 

• However, here in 1 Peter the phrase exiles of the dispersion is for first time, joined to the word 
elect.  
 

• The "elect exiles of the dispersion." 

• Which may seem strange… 

• The audience are those who are chosen (loved) by God but they are exile of the dispersion. 

• And being an exile of the dispersion in the past (with regards to Israel) had to do with their turning 
away from God. 
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• And what that means, and what we see as the letter progresses, is that these are exiles of a 
different sort. 

• Their identity as exiles has nothing to do with ancient Israel's sin - or their own.  

• Their exile is not the result of disobedience to God.  
 

• In fact, all the evidence in the letter demonstrates that they were living faithful and fruitful lives in 
obedience to Christ. 

• Even in the next verse (verse 2 that we will get to shortly) Peter speaks of their sanctification and 
obedience.  
 

• So, as we have seen, Peter is writing to a very broad group of people. 

• Any, all Christians, both Gentiles and Jews who live in Asia Minor. 
 

• Some may have been forced from their land for one reason or another. 

• And in that sense, they are exiles. 

• But the majority of people are probably living in the same place they were born.  

• So, the fact that Peter addresses them as “exiles of the dispersion” is extremely important for us to 
understand. 
 

• Because it means that for Peter (and the Holy Spirit that inspired Him) any follower of Jesus Christ 
is an exile of the dispersion. 

• As Pastor Kent Hughes says in his commentary on this verse… 
 
The phrase "exiles of the dispersion" depicts the normal state of any follower of Jesus, so 
long as he or she remains in this world. (Kent Hughes) 
 

• And what that means for us is that we are part of Peter’s audience. 

• And we too are “elect exiles of the dispersion.” 

• In Peter’s day and in our day being a Christian includes not only coming into a relationship with 
God through faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

• But it also includes a break with the world. 

• It includes moving from being part of the world to being outside of everything in this world. 

• It includes being an exile of the dispersion. 

• C. S. Lewis stated the normal condition of the Christian as elect exiles this way: 
 
At present we are on the outside of the world, the wrong side of the door. We discern the 
freshness and purity of morning, but they do not make us fresh and pure. We cannot mingle 
with the splendors we see. But all of the leaves of the New Testament are rustling with the 
rumor that it will not always be so. Someday, God willing, we shall get in. (C. S. Lewis) 
 

• Elect Exiles of the Dispersion. 

• That is who we are. 
 

• As the elect, we have been chosen by God, we are his beloved, we are destined for a world 
without sorrows or fear or pain. 

• But as exiles we are not there yet. 

• We suffer the pain and sorrow of living in a world that is broken,  
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• a world that does not conform to the ways of God, but instead opposes him at every turn. 

• We are in a real sense living behind enemy lines. 

• As Paul puts it so well to the church in Philippi… 
 
But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
(Philippians 3:20) 
 

• This city, this state, this country, this world is not our home. 

• We long for something greater, we long for God to set all things right. 

• But for now, we live as exiles. 
 

• And what we will see as we continue through Peter’s letter is that being an exile includes 
suffering. 

• And the thing I want us to grab hold of even now, the thing what we as Americans struggle with (I 
certainly do) 

• Is that being and exile in this world and experiencing the suffering that goes along with it is 
normal. 

• It is to be expected. 
 

• Do you remember, two weeks ago, when we talked about the resurrection? 

• One of the strange things I pointed out was that even though Jesus had spoken of his death and 
resurrection… 

• When he died none of His disciple were looking for his resurrection, they didn’t get it. 
 

• And I think we are much the same way when it comes to suffering because we are Christians. 

• We aren’t looking for it and we don’t get it, even though Jesus and others have warned us about it. 

• For example, In John Jesus said… 
 
If you were of the world (if you were not exiles), the world would love you as its own; but 
because you are not of the world (you are exiles), but I chose (elected) you out of the world, 
therefore the world hates you. (John 15:19) 
 

• And it is not great leap to realize that if the world hates you then there will be suffering in this 
world. 
 

• So just to summarize,  

• Some (many) Christians today are under the false belief that as a Christian God should (is even 
obligated) protect them from suffering. 

• That they should only experience the joys of being one of God's elect.  
 

• But with Peter’s description of his audience… 

• With three simple words in the opening of this letter, he has corrected that way of thinking.  

• Both then and now Christians (We) are "the elect exiles of the dispersion." 

• And in his letter Peter will make very clear that this involves suffering. 
 

• So, in verse 1 we’ve been introduced to the Author and the Audience. 

• Now in verse 2, the author (Peter) goes on to describe how the audience became (the elect exiles 
of the dispersion. 
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• And what we see is that there is an… 
 

3. The Architect  
 

• And by that, I mean, there is someone behind (someone who planned and designed) the fact that 
the Christian life means being elect exiles of the dispersion. 

• And Peter tells us who that someone (who that Architect is) ... 
 

To those who are elect exiles of the Dispersion… according to the foreknowledge of God the 
Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with 
his blood. (1 Peter 1:2) 
 

• So, who is the Architect? 

• Clearly the Architect is the Triune God (Father Spirit and Son). 

• God is the one who’s designed that we be elect exiles. 

• And corresponding to each person of the Trinity, 

• Peter gives three dimensions of God’s design. 

• First, he says it is…  
 
according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, 
 

• Christians are elect exiles according to, or in accordance with,  

• based on the foreknowledge of God the Father. 

• That word foreknowledge is the Greek (prognosis) which literally means to know beforehand. 
 

• Now some see this foreknowledge of God as mainly His ability to know what will happen in the 
future. 

• God looks into the future, if you will, and he acts based on what he sees. 

• So, they say, he foreknows (sees in advance) who will choose him (who will respond in faith to the 
gospel) and he chooses them. 

• Therefore, his choosing is based on our choosing or our free will to choose him. 
 

• However, it seems to me and others that there is more to God’s foreknowledge than mere 
knowing beforehand…  

• That God’s foreknowledge speaks of His sovereign, loving, effective choice and purpose. 
 

• I think we see this in the only other place the word prognosis is used in the New Testament. 

• In Acts 2:23 in His first sermon, Peter, speaking of Jesus’ crucifixion, says. 
 
This man was handed over to you by God's deliberate plan and foreknowledge... (Acts 2:23) 
 

• I think Peter’s point here is more than God’s looking to the future, seeing that Jesus would be 
crucified and then planning for that. 

• It seems that he is speaking of God’s sovereign loving effective choice and purpose in sending his 
son to die in our place. 
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• We see this also in 1 Peter 1:20 where Peter uses the corresponding verb (foreknown) Greek 
proginōskō 

• Speaking of Jesus Peter writes… 
 
For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world… (1 Peter 1:20) 
 

• The NIV translates this… 
 
He was chosen before the creation of the world… (1 Peter 1:20) 
 

• God foreknew (he chose) Christ before the foundation of the world to be the savior of the world. 

• And in the same way God chooses (foreknows) those who will be elect exiles.  
 

• So, in summary… 

• This phrase according to the foreknowledge of God includes not merely “God knowing ahead 
of time” but rather God’s sovereign choice to enter into a relationship with those he foreknows. 

• Those he knows beforehand. 
 

• Okay, so that is the Father 

• Peter then continues with the Spirit… 
 
in the sanctification of the Spirit 
 

• Christians are elect exiles of the dispersion in the sanctification of the Spirit. 

• Note the close connection between the Father’s election and the Spirit’s work of sanctification. 

• We see this also in 2 Thessalonians 2:13, where Paul writes… 
 
But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters loved by the Lord, because 
God chose you as firstfruits to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit… (2 
Thessalonians 2:13) 
 

• We are chosen (we are elect) because of God’s love.  

• and as a demonstration of God’s electing love, we are saved through the sanctifying work of the 
Spirit. 
 

• This refers first to our conversation,  

• When we who are chosen by God respond in faith to Jesus Christ, we are given the Holy Spirit,  

• And it is the Spirit who sanctifies us (declares us holy and sets us apart from the world) 

• That’s what sanctification means, to be set apart (to be exiles in the world). 

• And as those who are set apart (exiles) the Spirit continues to work in our lives to convict and 
transform, we are becoming more sanctified more set apart more different from the world. 

 

• So summary,  

• As the elect of God, by the Power of the Spirit, we are sanctified (set apart as exiles). 

• Which means we are now holy and righteous in our standing before God,  

• and we are growing in actual holiness in our lives. 
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• So, we’ve seen the work of the Father in choosing, electing. 

• And the work of the Spirit in sanctifying, exiling. 

• Peter then concludes with Jesus Christ. 
 
for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood 
 

• Christians are elect exiles of the dispersion for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling 
with his blood. 

• This too describes our salvation. 
 

• That word obedience does not just mean the outward acts of obeying a set of commands. 

• It includes an internal submission of yourself. 

• And this is what faith involves, I trust in Jesus Christ and therefore I fully submit myself to 
Him. 
 

• Now as I hope we all know this faith; this obedience does not earn our salvation. 

• If that were the case, then the second part would not be necessary. 

• We are elect exiles of the dispersion for obedience (submissive faith) to Jesus Christ and for 
sprinkling with his blood.  
 

• Sprinkling of blood was part of the OT ritual service.  

• In that case it was the blood of a sacrificial animal. 
 

• This takes us back to the book of Exodus where Moses instituted God’s covenant with Israel. 

• Under Moses direction they built altars and made sacrifices. 

• They put blood on the altars, and they read the book of the Covenant aloud. 

• And the people vowed to obey. 

• Then in Chapter 24 verse 8 we read…   
 

And Moses took the blood and threw it on the people and said, “Behold the blood of the 
covenant that the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words.” (Exodus 
24:8) 
 

• Now just as the old covenant was inaugurated with the shedding and sprinkling of blood.  

• Peter sees believers “sprinkled” with the blood of Christ,  

• This refers to Christ’s sacrificial atoning work on the cross. 

• This is what enables us to be elect exiles. 
 

• Without Christ’s sacrifice our sins could not be forgiven. 

• But because of Christ blood our sins are washed away and we can enter into relationship with 
God. 

• We enter the new covenant… 
 

• We celebrate this every month when we take communion. 

• Just days before his crucifixion, as Jesus ate with his disciples, In Luke 22:20 Jesus said…  
 

And likewise, the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the 
new covenant in my blood. (Luke 22:20) 
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• By the blood of Christ, we enter a new covenant. 

• And we become elect exiles of the dispersion. 
 

• So do you see that according to Peter, 

• Who we are, that is elect exiles, is because of the wonderful mysterious plan of God?   
 

• It is no accident that the three nouns Peter used to identify his readers in verse 1… 

• Elect, Exiles AND of the Dispersion. 

• Are followed in verse 2 by three descriptive phrases explaining how this came to be.  
 

• And it is no accident that Peter involves all three persons of the Godhead. 
 
According to the foreknowledge of God the Father, 
in the sanctification of the Spirit, 
for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood. 
 

• In the strongest way possible, Peter has told us:  

• The Lord God, the Creator of the heavens and the earth, is behind all of this.  

• He is the Architect of your identity as an “elect exile.” 

• The Trinity has planned for us to be "elect exiles."  
 

• So, take heart.  

• Be encouraged.  

• Christians are those who are chosen by God Father  

• Set apart to live in this world as exiles by the Holy Spirit. 

• All made possible by faith in Jesus Christ who shed his precious blood for us. 
  

• So, as we study this letter. 

• I pray Peter’s final words of his introduction for each and every one of us… 
 
…May grace and peace be multiplied to you. (1 Peter 1:2) 
 

• As we begin to embrace our identity as elect exiles of the dispersion. 
 

• As we come to see the beauty of being chosen by God. 

• As we trust the Spirit’s sanctifying Power to be exiles in this world or suffering. 

• And as we live in obedience to Jesus Christ who shed his blood for our sins. 
 

• May the grace and peace of God be multiplied to us all. 

• Prayer! 
 


