
 

 
Scripture for the week of April 4 (Easter Sunday):  Matt. 28:1-20, 1 Peter 1:3 
“1 After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the 
tomb.  2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, 
rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. 4 The 
guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men.  5 The angel said to the women, ‘Do not be 
afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. 
Come and see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is 
going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.”  8 So the women hurried away from 
the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them. ‘Greetings,’ he said. They 
came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. Go and tell my 
brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”  11 While the women were on their way, some of the guards went 
into the city and reported to the chief priests everything that had happened. 12 When the chief priests had met with the 
elders and devised a plan, they gave the soldiers a large sum of money, 13 telling them, “You are to say, ‘His disciples 
came during the night and stole him away while we were asleep.’ 14 If this report gets to the governor, we will satisfy 
him and keep you out of trouble.”  15 So the soldiers took the money and did as they were instructed. And this story 
has been widely circulated among the Jews to this very day.  16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the 
mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then 
Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.’” 
1 Peter 1:3:  “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth 
into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,” 
 
Sunday, April 4: 
Action:  Read above Scripture slowly (even if it is very familiar to you). 
Questions to Ponder:  What stood out for you as you read this Scripture?  What do you hope to be reminded of as 
you focus on this Scripture this week?  Are you willing to be open to a greater understanding as to what Jesus rising 
from the dead means for your life?  Will you be obedient to His call on your life?    
Prayer:  Lord Jesus, thank You for what You have done for me as I remember Your suffering and then Your 
resurrection.  Thank you for the hope that I have through Your resurrection.   Speak to me this week as I remember 
this story and Your love for me.    
 
Monday, April 5: 
Action:  Read Matthew 28:1-4: “1 After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary went to look at the tomb.  2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from 
heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes 
were white as snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men.”   
Questions to Ponder:   How do you think you would respond to an angel sitting on a stone that had been rolled away 
from the entrance to the tomb?   Did you see how he was described?  Did you see how the guards responded?      
Prayer:  Lord Jesus, I don’t mind being in awe of You but help me to never be afraid of You or what You are doing.  
Increase my awareness of You so that I can be looking forward to how You will reveal Yourself to me.  
 
Tuesday, April 6: 
Action:  Read Matthew 28:5-8: “5 The angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for 
Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 7 Then 



go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will 
see him.’ Now I have told you.”   8 So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to 
tell his disciples.”  
Questions to Ponder:  How many times have you seen that when an angel appears, he encourages them not to be 
afraid?  Do you think you will obedient and relay any message given? 
Prayer:  Lord, I desire all that You desire to give me for ministry and all that You desire for me to see.  Open my 
eyes and heart to You and all that You are doing.   
 
Wednesday, April 7: 
Action:  Read Matthew 28:  9-12: “ 9 Suddenly Jesus met them. ‘Greetings,’ he said. They came to him, clasped his 
feet and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there 
they will see me.”  11 While the women were on their way, some of the guards went into the city and reported to the 
chief priests everything that had happened. 12 When the chief priests had met with the elders and devised a plan, they 
gave the soldiers a large sum of money,”    
Questions to Ponder:  Have you ever been a hindrance to someone who has seen God moving?  Wouldn’t you like to 
be more of an encourager than a discourager?  
Prayer:  Lord, sometimes because of my doubts and fears I can discourage another in doing Your work.  Help me to 
be more of an encourager so that I can be a part of the ministry You are doing.   
 
Thursday, April 8: 
Action:  Read Matthew 28:13-15:  “13 telling them, “You are to say, ‘His disciples came during the night and stole 
him away while we were asleep.’ 14 If this report gets to the governor, we will satisfy him and keep you out of 
trouble.”  15 So the soldiers took the money and did as they were instructed. And this story has been widely circulated 
among the Jews to this very day.” 
Questions to Ponder:  What feelings do you have hearing that the Jews still doubted what they saw?    How are you 
feeling about what you have read so far this week?     
Prayer:  Jesus, give me the gift of discernment so that I will always know when others are telling false tales about 
You.  Also give me the courage to stand up for what I believe and what Your relationship with me means. 
 
Friday, April 9: 
Action:  Read Matthew 28:16-20: “16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told 
them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.’”     
Questions to Ponder:  Would you have been one of the Disciples to Worship Jesus when He appeared to you or to 
doubt Him?  How well do you do making Disciples?  How do you feel knowing He has said He will be with you 
always, to the very end of the age? 
Prayer:  Jesus, I always want to be the person Worshipping You rather than doubting You.  Increase my awareness of 
You and Your presence.  Also, increase my faith in You as well so I have no reason to doubt.   May I be open to 
making Disciples for You.  
 
Saturday, April 10: 
Action:  Read 1 Peter 1:3:  “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given 
us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,”    
Questions to Ponder:  How does this verse make you feel?  Do you like the idea of having new birth into a living 
hope?  Do you see that this is what we are entitled to because of Jesus’ suffering?  How well do you do at Praising 
God?   
Prayer:  Thank You God for the reminder of our new birth and that we have a hope because of the resurrection of 
Jesus.  Let me not take this for granted but continually praise You and share who You are with others.   
 
 


