
Planting Trees and more 

Last month, we traveled to the 

village of Rubel Chaj with the 

Vida220* students for a study on 

the environment. Not long after 

planting a dozen pine trees, we got 

caught in an afternoon downpour, 

not uncommon in Guatemala, 

and made a run for it. We warmed 

up by the kitchen fire 

after braving the rain.  

 

 

 
 

 Directo: del Origen al Consumidor 
(Direct: from Origin to the Consumer) 

This week Ted is attending a conference for training in the exportation of 

specialty coffees. In addition to a few days of training in the capital, he will be 

visiting coffee farms and talking about best practices for processing coffee. We 

are trusting this will be a good opportunity not only for learning about exporting, 

but also for resourcing with others with similar goals.  

Left: A coffee tasting the first day of the conference. 
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Introducing --- Malakai John Smoker  

He joined our family right on his due date, July 8. We are thankful 

that he is a healthy baby despite challenges early in Julie's pregnancy. 

We are looking forward to discovering what gifts and personality he 

will bring to our family. 

 



Consider a mid-term gift 

We are so grateful for your partnership with us that makes our work 

here possible. As we come to the half-way point of our current term, 

we are in need of additional funding to allow us to complete our 

commitment. Due to a variety of factors, our budget has decreased 

some! But we are still lacking about $35,000 that we need in-hand or 

committed by the end of the year. Please prayerfully consider how God 

may be asking you to join us in ministering among the K'ekchi' people. 

 

To partner with us in giving, see "Partnering" at the end of this email. 
 

 
 

Partnering* 
 

Please consider giving a one-time or continuing gift to help support this work. You can do this online at 

emm.org/how-to-give or mail your contribution to EMM, PO Box 458, Salunga, PA 17538. Just indicate your 

preference for the work of Ted & Julie Smoker.  Thank you so much for your support. 

*Use information at the end of this newsletter to contact us or follow us on social media. 
 

Other ways to connect with us: 

Email:  jasmoker@gmail.com 

Facebook:  facebook.com/servingthekekchi 

Instagram:  instagram.com/servingthekekchi/ 

Praises: 

~ The opportunity for the older kids to attend a camp especially for Guatemala missionary kids where they 

could share the joys and challenges of life here with others who understand 

~ The availability of a house near Guatemala City where we awaited the new baby's arrival 

~ The timely and healthy arrival of baby Malakai 

~ The kids' continuing success in the local schools 

~ Successful surgery to remove Esther's adenoids. We are already seeing and hearing the benefits! 

~ The joy of being part of a reconciliation process with the church 

~ The opportunity for Ted to attend the coffee conference and a friend to stay with Julie and the kids during 

this time 

Please Pray For:  

~ Guatemala. Last month was the first round of elections for the next President. This election cycle has been 

fraught with corruption and accusations. Pray for peaceful and fair elections and exchange of power 

following the run-off election on August 11. 

~ Language learning for all – Spanish and K'ekchi' 

~ Resourcing and knowledge as Ted attends a coffee conference this week 

~ Wisdom and direction for our next steps with the K'ekchi'--how to best come alongside them and 

demonstrate God's love and hope. 

~ Opportunities for more intimate connections with local believers 

~ Additional donors/contributions to complete our 4-year budget 

 Thank you so much for your faithfulness in prayer! 

 

*Online links from above: 

Our blog:  tedsmoker.com 

EMM:  emm.org/how-to-give 

Vida220: vidanetonline.org/programs/vida220 


