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1 SAMUEL 1:4-6, 11-18  •  HANNAH PLEADS FOR A SON

4 Whenever Elkanah offered a sacrifice, he always gave portions of the meat to his wife Peninnah 

and to each of her sons and daughters. 5 But he gave a double portion to Hannah, for he loved her 

even though the LORD had kept her from conceiving. 6 Her rival would taunt her severely just to 

provoke her, because the LORD had kept Hannah from conceiving. ... 11 Making a vow, she pleaded, 

“LORD of Armies, if you will take notice of your servant’s affliction, remember and not forget me, 

and give your servant a son, I will give him to the LORD all the days of his life, and his hair will 

never be cut.” 12 While she continued praying in the LORD’s presence, Eli watched her mouth. 13 

Hannah was praying silently, and though her lips were moving, her voice could not be heard. Eli 

thought she was drunk 14 and said to her, “How long are you going to be drunk? Get rid of your 

wine!” 15 “No, my lord,” Hannah replied. “I am a woman with a broken heart. I haven’t had any wine 

or beer; I’ve been pouring out my heart before the LORD. 16 Don’t think of me as a wicked woman; 

I’ve been praying from the depth of my anguish and resentment.” 17 Eli responded, “Go in peace, 

and may the God of Israel grant the request you’ve made of him.” 18 “May your servant find favor 

with you,” she replied. Then Hannah went on her way; she ate and no longer looked despondent.

1 SAMUEL 1:19-20, 24-28  •  HANNAH DEDICATES A LONG-AWAITED SON

19 The next morning Elkanah and Hannah got up early to worship before the LORD. Afterward, 

they returned home to Ramah. Then Elkanah was intimate with his wife Hannah, and the LORD 

remembered her. 20 After some time, Hannah conceived and gave birth to a son. She named him 

Samuel, because she said, “I requested him from the LORD.” ... 24 When she had weaned him, she 

took him with her to Shiloh, as well as a three-year-old bull, half a bushel of flour, and a clay jar 

of wine. Though the boy was still young, she took him to the LORD’s house at Shiloh. 25 Then they 

slaughtered the bull and brought the boy to Eli. 26 “Please, my lord,” she said, “as surely as you live, 

my lord, I am the woman who stood here beside you praying to the LORD. 27 I prayed for this boy, 

and since the LORD gave me what I asked him for, 28 I now give the boy to the LORD. For as long as 

he lives, he is given to the LORD.” Then he worshiped the LORD there.

1 SAMUEL 2:1-2, 6  •  HANNAH CELEBRATES A DIVINELY PROVIDED SON

1 Hannah prayed: My heart rejoices in the LORD; my horn is lifted up by the LORD. My mouth boasts 

over my enemies, because I rejoice in your salvation. 2 There is no one holy like the LORD. There is 

no one besides you! And there is no rock like our God. ... 6 The LORD brings death and gives life; he 

sends some down to Sheol, and he raises others up.
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GREATEST DESIRE
SUPPLIES LIST 
NO SUPPLIES NEEDED.

Ask students to think of something they really want. It may be an 

accomplishment or item. Have them imagine they somehow got what 

they wanted most. 

WOULD YOU BE WILLING TO GIVE THAT UP? WHO WOULD YOU BE 
WILLING TO GIVE IT TO?

In today’s session, Hannah desperately wanted a child. God answered 

her request and gave her a son. But then she gave that child back to the 

Lord to serve at the tabernacle. She challenges us to trust the Lord and 

to place everything in His hands.

INTRO OPTION 1

PRAYER OF PRAISE
SUPPLIES LIST 
NOTE CARDS AND PENS.

Give each student a note card and pen. Challenge them to think about 

everything God has done for them. Then, encourage them to write a 

prayer of praise and thanks.

WHAT WOULD THAT SAY TO GOD? WHAT WOULD THEY SAY ABOUT HIM?

In today’s session, God answers Hannah’s prayer. She responds with an 

incredible prayer of worship to God. Let’s see what we can learn from 

her story today.

INTRO OPTION 2
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SCRIPTURE
READING

God can handle our greatest hurts.

MAIN POINT

1.  HANNAH PLEADS FOR A SON

READ 1 SAMUEL 1:4-6, 11-18
For the fifth time in the biblical narrative, we meet a barren wife (a woman who 

cannot have children). Like Rachel before her, Hannah is loved most by her 

husband, and yet she is wounded even further by the fruitfulness of another wife. 

Peninnah hatefully taunted Hannah for her barrenness. Her grief and pain were so 

unbearable, she lost her appetite and could not eat the sacrifice. The opening of 

1 Samuel is a sad reminder of the effect our harmful words can have on others.

WHAT DID HANNAH DO IN HER PAIN AND DESPERATION? WHAT CAN WE LEARN 
FROM HER EXAMPLE IN TERMS OF HOW WE RESPOND TO HURT OR FRUSTRATION?

Hannah turned to the Lord in her pain. So often, hurt and pain will drive people away 

from God. They become bitter toward Him. But Hannah took her pain to the Lord and 

poured her heart out before Him. She lifted her plea to the only One who could do 

something about her situation.

WHAT DOES HANNAH TEACH US ABOUT GODLINESS AND GRIEF?

It is not unspiritual to grieve. There are times when the burdens of life are so heavy 

and wounds so deep that we cannot pretend to be “fine” anymore. As Solomon wrote, 

“There is an occasion for everything… a time to weep and a time to laugh; a time to 

mourn and a time to dance” (Eccl. 3:1, 4). Sometimes the most sincere prayer before 

God is to simply let our guard down and weep, and as we have words, express our 

hurt to God.

2. HANNAH DEDICATES A LONG -AWAITED SON

READ 1 SAMUEL 1:19-20, 24-28
WHAT DOES SAMUEL’S BIRTH TEACH US ABOUT THE POWER OF PRAYER?

God does not need us to pray to bring about His plan. And yet, He has chosen to 

make our prayers a way in which His plans come to pass. Hannah is yet another 

example in the Scriptures where God has acted in response to His people’s requests. 

God hears His people’s prayers. He sees our tears and listens to our requests.
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1 SAMUEL 1:4-6, 11-18
1:4-6. “There was no relief for Hannah from the 

relentless reminders of her barrenness. To say 

that Hannah was a deeply distressed individual 

is an understatement. Verse 7 indicates that her 

depression was so intense that she even refused 

to eat. Hannah must have lain awake many nights 

in despair, feeling like a broken, hopeless failure.”5

1:11-18. “Hannah’s prayer begins with adoration, 

addressing God as ‘Lord of hosts’ (cf. v. 3). She 

accepts his unlimited power to intervene in life, 

and her faith assures her that the Lord of the 

universe is interested in her personal affairs. 

Three times she terms herself ‘your servant’ (lit., 

‘maidservant’), expressing her loyal submission to 

him and her confidence that he is concerned with 

her pain from external factors that have brought 

her low in mental and spiritual anguish.”6

1 SAMUEL 1:19-20, 24-28
1:19-28. “In this passage, Hannah is shown actively 

fulfilling her preconception promise to the Lord. 

According to the Torah, every firstborn male child 

belonged to the Lord (cf. Exod 13:2, 13; Num 3:47; 

8:16–17; 18:15–16) yet was to be redeemed at one 

month of age for the price of five shekels. As 

part of a vow, a male child could be given over to 

the Lord for a period of years, then presumably 

redeemed later (cf. Lev 27:1–8). However, Hannah 

chose instead to give Samuel to the Lord in 

permanent Nazirite service.”7

1:24-28. “Hannah’s explanation of her acts was 

simple yet profound: ‘I prayed for this child, and 

the Lord has granted me what I asked of him; 

(v. 27).”7

BIG
QUESTION

HOW CAN WE 
OVERCOME OUR 
DEEPEST PAINS? 

Life in a fallen world is 
often filled with pain and 
heartache. We see an 
example of that in Hannah’s 
story. Contrary to what 
we often say, time does 
not heal all wounds. What 
do we do to find healing? 
Spiritually, we bring our 
request before God with all 
of its pain and baggage. 
We don’t bury or hide it ; 
we cast our cares upon 
Him ( 1 Pet. 5:7). We bring 
our burdens to the One 
who is gentle and lowly 
(Matt. 11 :27-29). We also 
find help to others who 
can bear our burdens 
with us (Gal. 6:2). And in 
some cases, we even seek 
professional counseling to 
navigate the psychological 
trauma associated with our 
deepest pains.
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WHAT DOES HANNAH TEACH US ABOUT KEEPING OUR PROMISES? 

Have you ever made a promise to God? “If you will just do X, then I promise I will do 

Y.” Hannah made a vow to God, a promise that if He gave her a son, she would give 

him back to the Lord all the days of his life (1 Sam. 1:11). Hannah followed through 

on her vow, and she challenges each of us to do the same. We should be people of 

our word and not make empty promises, either to God or to others.

3. HANNAH CELEBRATES A DIVINELY PROVIDED SON

READ 1 SAMUEL 2:1-2, 6
HOW DID HANNAH RESPOND TO GOD’S KINDNESS? HOW CAN WE DO THE 
SAME THING?

Hannah rejoiced and worshiped. As we quoted on page 90, Solomon said, “There 

is an occasion for everything…a time to weep and a time to laugh; a time to mourn 

and a time to dance” (Eccl. 3:1, 4). This was Hannah’s time to dance. Just as it is 

sometimes fitting to mourn, it is also fitting to celebrate. Think of what Jesus has 

done to save us, remember all His grace and kindness, and respond with joyful 

worship. That is what we want to do together every Sunday, gathering on the day of 

resurrection, to worship the Lord.

WHO IS THE OBJECT OF HANNAH’S PRAISE? ACCORDING TO VERSE 2, WHY?

When God does what only He can do, He receives the praise that only He deserves. 

Hannah worshiped the Lord for His holiness, for there is no one else quite like Him. 

He is in a category all His own. And He alone is a rock, a solid foundation to build 

our lives on. If you read her whole prayer, you will see that prosperity and strength 

are not firm foundations. We are reminded of the words of Jesus: “Therefore, 

everyone who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man 

who built his house on the rock. The rain fell, the rivers rose, and the winds blew 

and pounded that house. Yet it didn’t collapse, because its foundation was on the 

rock” (Matt. 7:24-25). Truly, “There is no rock like our God” (1 Sam. 2:2).
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1:24-28. “In remarkable faithfulness to her vow and 

in one of the most sobering scenes of devotion in 

the books of Samuel, Hannah finds it possible to 

return to God what he has so graciously given to 

her. Having come to God with nothing, she now 

returns to Shiloh to give back that which means 

everything.”8

1 SAMUEL 2:1-2, 6
2:1-2. “This little poem also plays an important 

structuring role in 1-2 Samuel generally. It 

corresponds in a kind of point—counterpoint 

fashion with two poems near the conclusion 

of the two-volume book. David’s song of praise 

(2 Sam. 22:1–51) and his last words (2 Sam. 23:1–7) 

are poems serving as theological summaries of 

King David’s reign and are central to the final 

unit’s interpretation of David as charting a course 

for Israel’s future messianic hopes. In other words, 

Hannah begins 1-2 Samuel by celebrating what 

Yahweh has done and will do in the future, while 

David concludes the book by celebrating Yahweh’s 

faithfulness.”8

2:2. “Each of the three lines of this verse begins 

‘there is none,’ ruling out any possibility of a rival 

to the Lord: (1) He is ‘holy,’ completely set apart 

from the realm he has created and untainted by 

any moral corruption. (2) ‘There is none besides 

you’ repeats the declarations of Israel’s faith from 

earliest times, that the Lord is incomparable and 

quite unique, standing apart from all that others 

consider as divine (Ex. 15:11; Deut. 4:35; 32:39; 

see also Isa. 40:18; Jer. 10:6). (3) ‘Rock’ presents 

the Lord as the enduring and effective source of 

refuge and protection for his people (Deut. 32:30–

31; 2 Sam. 22:3; 23:3; Ps. 28:1), enabling them to 

weather any storm that may engulf their lives.”6

ESSENTIAL
DOCTRINE

GOD’S PROVIDENCE

Providence refers to God’s 
continuing work and 
involvement in His creation. 
This includes, in various 
degrees, God’s preservation 
of the created order, His 
governance, and His care 
for His people (Col. 1 :17; 
Heb. 1:3; Gen. 8:21-22). 
Christians believe the world , 
and even the cosmos itself, 
is contingent upon God, 
incapable of existing apart 
from Him. Christians also 
believe in God’s personal 
and direct intervention in 
the world—as opposed to 
a hands-off approach to 
creation—that affects not 
only the natural order but 
also the individuals and 
events within human history.
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H A N D S

H E A RT

H E A D

CHRIST
CONNECTION

Samuel was the long-
awaited son Hannah 
dedicated to God so that 
he might speak God’s words 
to the people as a prophet. 
Jesus is the Word, the long-
awaited Son of God who 
came into the world to show 
humanity what God is like.
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WHAT ARE OTHER FOUNDATIONS THAT WE ARE TEMPTED TO BUILD OUR LIVES ON? 
 

It is important that we identify the ways that we may be building our lives on some 

other foundation that is not a solid rock. Some build on the foundation of popularity, 

abilities, intelligence, money, and more. But Hannah shows us that God should be the 

foundation of our lives. We can see that He was the foundation of her life through her 

desperate prayer, dedication of Samuel, and prayer of praise.

HOW DOES HANNAH’S STORY GIVE US HOPE IN SORROW? 
 

Hannah reminds us that pain and brokenness will not get the final word. As the 

Psalmist wrote, “Those who sow in tears will reap with shouts of joy” (Ps. 126:5). The 

sorrows of this life are temporary, but God’s rescue is forever. Though we grieve now, 

Jesus promises that we will rejoice with a joy that can never be stolen (John 16:22). That 

should give us hope in every situation.

WHAT MIGHT IT LOOK LIKE FOR US TO PUT OUR “SAMUEL” IN GOD’S HANDS? 
 

Hannah reminds us of Abraham in Genesis 22, giving a one and only, long-waited son 

back to the Lord. Like Abraham, she took the one whom she loved so much and placed 

Him in God’s hands. We should consider what that might look like for us. What is that 

thing we want more than anything else? What are our hopes and dreams? Are we willing 

to hand them over to God completely? Total trust. Total surrender. That is the example 

we have in Hannah.


