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RUTH 1:6-9, 16-17  •  LOVE COMMITS

6 She and her daughters-in-law set out to return from the territory of Moab, because she had heard in 

Moab that the LORD had paid attention to his people’s need by providing them food. 7 She left the place 

where she had been living, accompanied by her two daughters-in-law, and traveled along the road leading 

back to the land of Judah. 8 Naomi said to them, “Each of you go back to your mother’s home. May the 

LORD show kindness to you as you have shown to the dead and to me. 9 May the LORD grant each of 

you rest in the house of a new husband.” She kissed them, and they wept loudly. ... 16 But Ruth replied: 

Don’t plead with me to abandon you or to return and not follow you. For wherever you go, I will go, and 

wherever you live, I will live; your people will be my people, and your God will be my God. 17 Where you 

die, I will die, and there I will be buried. May the LORD punish me, and do so severely, if anything but 

death separates you and me.

RUTH 2:2-3, 8-12  •  LOVE PROTECTS

2 Ruth the Moabitess asked Naomi, “Will you let me go into the fields and gather fallen grain behind 

someone with whom I find favor?” Naomi answered her, “Go ahead, my daughter.” 3 So Ruth left and 

entered the field to gather grain behind the harvesters. She happened to be in the portion of the field 

belonging to Boaz, who was from Elimelech’s family. ... 8 Then Boaz said to Ruth, “Listen, my daughter. 

Don’t go and gather grain in another field, and don’t leave this one, but stay here close to my female 

servants. 9 See which field they are harvesting, and follow them. Haven’t I ordered the young men not 

to touch you? When you are thirsty, go and drink from the jars the young men have filled.” 10 She fell 

facedown, bowed to the ground, and said to him, “Why have I found favor with you, so that you notice 

me, although I am a foreigner?” 11 Boaz answered her, “Everything you have done for your mother-in-law 

since your husband’s death has been fully reported to me: how you left your father and mother and your 

native land, and how you came to a people you didn’t previously know. 12 May the LORD reward you for 

what you have done, and may you receive a full reward from the LORD God of Israel, under whose wings 

you have come for refuge.”

RUTH 4:9-17  •  LOVE REDEEMS

9 Boaz said to the elders and all the people, “You are witnesses today that I am buying from Naomi 

everything that belonged to Elimelech, Chilion, and Mahlon. 10 I have also acquired Ruth the Moabitess, 

Mahlon’s widow, as my wife, to perpetuate the deceased man’s name on his property, so that his name 

will not disappear among his relatives or from the gate of his hometown. You are witnesses today.” 11 All 

the people who were at the city gate, including the elders, said, “We are witnesses. May the LORD make 

the woman who is entering your house like Rachel and Leah, who together built the house of Israel. May 

you be powerful in Ephrathah and your name well known in Bethlehem. 12 May your house become like 

the house of Perez, the son Tamar bore to Judah, because of the offspring the LORD will give you by 

this young woman.” 13 Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. He slept with her, and the LORD granted 

conception to her, and she gave birth to a son. 14 The women said to Naomi, “Blessed be the LORD, who 

has not left you without a family redeemer today. May his name become well known in Israel. 15 He will 

renew your life and sustain you in your old age. Indeed, your daughter-in-law, who loves you and is 

better to you than seven sons, has given birth to him.” 16 Naomi took the child, placed him on her 

lap, and became a mother to him. 17 The neighbor women said, “A son has been born to Naomi,” 

and they named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of David.
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BIG
QUESTION
DO OUR CHOICES 
MATTER IF GOD IS IN 
CONTROL? 

Ruth’s story is a beautiful 
example of the relationship 
between human choices 
and God’s providence. 
Naomi chose to return to 
Israel. Ruth chose to stay 
with Naomi and serve 
Israel’s God. Ruth chose 
to glean in a field. Boaz 
chose to welcome her, and 
Ruth chose to propose to 
him. The kinsmen chose 
not to buy the field , and 
Boaz chose to marry Ruth. 
Each of these choices was 
real and free. But it cannot 
be ignored that God was 
at work in each of these 
people and orchestrated 
the story that He had 
planned. Choose to obey 
God every day and trust 
that He will use your 
choices to accomplish His 
sovereign plan.

1.  LOVE COMMITS

READ RUTH 1:6-9, 16-17

WHAT WAS RUTH CHOOSING BEYOND THE DECISION TO 
GO WITH NAOMI?

HOW MIGHT RUTH’S DECISION CHALLENGE US TO LOOK 
IN THE MIRROR AT OUR OWN DECISIONS?

2. LOVE PROTECTS

READ RUTH 2:2-3, 8-12

WHAT DOES BOAZ TEACH US ABOUT NEIGHBORLY LOVE?
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BRIDE OF CHRIST

The church is described as the bride of Christ , faithfully waiting 
for the day when Christ will return and heaven and earth will 
be one. Made up of all believers from all tongues and nations, 
the church is the bride that Christ redeemed. The picture of a 
bride also speaks to the permanence of Christ ’s relationship with 
the church , for marriage was intended by God to be a lasting 
covenant between a man and a woman (Gen. 2:24; Matt. 19:5).

WHAT DOES RUTH TEACH US ABOUT THE VALUE OF HAVING A GODLY REPUTATION?

3.  LOVE REDEEMS

READ RUTH 4:9-17

HOW DOES BOAZ SHOW US THE REDEEMING LOVE OF CHRIST?

HOW DOES THIS GENEALOGY HELP US SEE THE IMPORTANCE OF RUTH’S STORY?

ESSENTIAL
DOCTRINE
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CHRIST
CONNECTION
Boaz was a family redeemer 
who showed undeserved 
kindness to Ruth , a 
foreigner, and made her 
his wife. In a greater way, 
Jesus is our Redeemer 
who has shown unmerited 
kindness to us by providing 
us forgiveness from sin 
and making us His bride, 
the church.

HOW DOES THIS STORY REMIND US 
THAT GOD IS ALWAYS AT WORK?

H E A D

WHAT DO RUTH AND BOAZ TEACH US 
ABOUT LOVE AND ACTION?  

H E A R T

WHAT CHARACTER TRAITS IN THIS STORY 
WOULD YOU LIKE TO GAIN OR HAVE 
MORE OF?

H A N D S
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DAILY
DEVOTIONS

What does this passage say?

What did this passage mean to its 
original audience?

What does this passage tell
 us about God?

What does this passage 
tell us about man?

What does this passage
demand of me?

How does this passage change the way I 
relate to people?

How does this passage
prompt me to pray?

D AY  0 1

RUTH 1:1-22
Ruth found herself at a critical crossroad 
in her life. The decision she made to go 
with Naomi would have a lasting impact 
in her life and in history. The choices you 
make today are not insignificant. We may 
never know how big any one decision 
will be in the moment, but in hindsight, 
we realize that the decisions we make 
each day add up. The decisions you make 
today set the path for your future. Like 
Ruth, choose to surround yourself with 
the right people, put yourself in the right 
places, and follow the right God. Start 
today and commit to that path again and 
again each morning.T H E  7  A R RO W S  O F  B I B L E  R E A D I N G

WHAT DECISIONS HAVE MADE A BIG 
IMPACT IN YOUR LIFE SO FAR?

WHAT CAN YOU DO TODAY TO INVEST 
IN YOUR FUTURE?

HOW CAN YOU THINK AND ACT WITH 
THE BIG PICTURE IN MIND?



85 

D AY  0 2 D AY  0 3

RUTH 2:1-23 RUTH 3:1-18

Don’t be passive; be purposeful. Ruth 
and Boaz both acted with purpose in 
this story. Ruth chose to get out and 
glean in the field, while Boaz went out 
of his way to help her and protect her. 
In life, we can either coast, or we can 
look for opportunities to do good and 
honor the Lord. This week, live on high 
alert. Ask God to open your eyes to the 
opportunities before you and pray for 
the wisdom to act. God will honor your 
responsibility and willingness to live 
with purpose. Trust Him, and take the 
first step today.

Ruth did everything she could do 
in this scene. She obeyed Naomi, 
expressed her intentions to Boaz, and 
demonstrated “noble character” (3:11). 
Now, all she could do was wait (3:18) 
and trust that Boaz would act. In your 
relationship with Christ, may the same 
be true of you. Do all that you can. 
Honor your parents, act with the right 
intentions, develop character. Then, 
wait. Wait on the Lord and trust that 
He will do His part today.

HOW MIGHT YOU STRUGGLE 
WITH PASSIVITY?

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO LIVE WITH 
MORE PURPOSE?

HOW COULD GOD BLESS YOUR 
WILLINGNESS TO ACT? 

HOW CAN YOU HONOR YOUR 
PARENTS BETTER?

WHAT IS ONE AREA WHERE YOU CAN 
GROW YOUR CHARACTER?

HOW MIGHT YOU NEED TO WAIT ON 
THE LORD?
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D AY  0 4 D AY  0 5

RUTH 4:1-12 RUTH 4:13-22

Is God in control? Yes. Do your choices 
matter? Yes. God is working in our hearts 
and orchestrating our circumstances to 
bring about his plan. God is always up to 
something in your life, even when you 
are not aware of it. So, follow Jesus every 
day. Be a blessing to people. Surrender 
your life to Him in every choice. God 
cares about the decisions you make and 
has designed them to have a real impact 
in the world. But at the end of the day, 
just as God was directing Boaz and Ruth’s 
marriage, God is overseeing your life, and 
you can trust Him with it.

At the beginning of the story, Naomi had 
lost her husband, sons, and hope. She 
was bitter and discouraged (1:20). But 
here, she holds the next generation in 
the messianic line. Her joy is restored, 
and her hope is secure. Even when things 
don’t make sense, bad things happen, and 
life leaves you bitter, you can trust that 
God has not forgotten you. God hadn’t 
forgotten Naomi, and He hasn’t forgotten 
you either. He is writing a beautiful story. 
Live with hope in our redeeming God!

HOW DOES BOAZ CHALLENGE YOU TO 
STEP UP?

HOW DOES BOAZ REMIND YOU THAT 
YOUR CHOICES MATTER?

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO BLESS 
THE PEOPLE GOD HAS PLACED IN 
YOUR LIFE?

WHAT MAKES YOU BITTER IN 
YOUR LIFE?

HOW CAN HOPE OVERCOME 
BITTERNESS?

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO REMEMBER 
GOD HAS NOT FORGOTTEN YOU?


