
Jesus can deliver us from sin because He is sinless.
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MAIN POINT
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JUDGES 13:1-5  •  GOD PLANS TO DELIVER ISRAEL THROUGH A PROMISED SON

1 The Israelites again did what was evil in the LORD’s sight, so the LORD handed them over to the 

Philistines forty years. 2 There was a certain man from Zorah, from the family of Dan, whose 

name was Manoah; his wife was unable to conceive and had no children. 3 The angel of the 

LORD appeared to the woman and said to her, “Although you are unable to conceive and have no 

children, you will conceive and give birth to a son. 4 Now please be careful not to drink wine or 

beer, or to eat anything unclean; 5 for indeed, you will conceive and give birth to a son. You must 

never cut his hair, because the boy will be a Nazirite to God from birth, and he will begin to save 

Israel from the power of the Philistines.”

JUDGES 14:8-9; 16:4-5, 16-20  •  SAMSON CANNOT DELIVER HIMSELF FROM HIS 

OWN SINFUL DESIRES

8 After some time, when he returned to marry her, he left the road to see the lion’s carcass, and 

there was a swarm of bees with honey in the carcass. 9 He scooped some honey into his hands 

and ate it as he went along. When he came to his father and mother, he gave some to them and 

they ate it. But he did not tell them that he had scooped the honey from the lion’s carcass. ... 4 

Some time later, he fell in love with a woman named Delilah, who lived in the Sorek Valley. 5 The 

Philistine leaders went to her and said, “Persuade him to tell you where his great strength comes 

from, so we can overpower him, tie him up, and make him helpless. Each of us will then give you 

1,100 pieces of silver.” ... 16 Because she nagged him day after day and pleaded with him until she 

wore him out, 17 he told her the whole truth and said to her, “My hair has never been cut, because 

I am a Nazirite to God from birth. If I am shaved, my strength will leave me, and I will become 

weak and be like any other man.” 18 When Delilah realized that he had told her the whole truth, 

she sent this message to the Philistine leaders: “Come one more time, for he has told me the 

whole truth.” The Philistine leaders came to her and brought the silver with them. 19 Then she let 

him fall asleep on her lap and called a man to shave off the seven braids on his head. In this way, 

she made him helpless, and his strength left him. 20 Then she cried, “Samson, the Philistines are 

here!” When he awoke from his sleep, he said, “I will escape as I did before and shake myself free.” 

But he did not know that the LORD had left him.

JUDGES 16:21-22, 26-30  •  GOD DELIVERS ISRAEL IN SAMSON’S DYING ACT

21 The Philistines seized him and gouged out his eyes. They brought him down to Gaza and bound 

him with bronze shackles, and he was forced to grind grain in the prison. 22 But his hair began to 

grow back after it had been shaved. ... 26 Samson said to the young man who was leading him by 

the hand, “Lead me where I can feel the pillars supporting the temple, so I can lean against them.” 

27 The temple was full of men and women; all the leaders of the Philistines were there, and about 

three thousand men and women were on the roof watching Samson entertain them. 28 He called 

out to the LORD, “Lord GOD, please remember me. Strengthen me, God, just once more. With one 

act of vengeance, let me pay back the Philistines for my two eyes.” 29 Samson took hold of the two 

middle pillars supporting the temple and leaned against them, one on his right hand and the other 

on his left. 30 Samson said, “Let me die with the Philistines.” He pushed with all his might, and 

the temple fell on the leaders and all the people in it. And those he killed at his death were more 

than those he had killed in his life.
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BIG
QUESTION
WHY SHOULD I BELIEVE 
IN JESUS WHEN SO 
MANY CHRISTIAN 
LEADERS HAVE FAILED 
MORALLY? 

Samson was not the first 
or last believer to fail . The 
pattern of Samson has 
been repeated again and 
again: a highly gifted and 
effective leader forgets 
his calling and need for 
God. His strengths and 
accomplishments blind 
him to the trap the enemy 
has laid for him. But the 
Christian faith only rests 
on the character of one 
man: Jesus Christ . We do 
not believe in Christianity 
because Christians are 
better than any other 
religious or irreligious 
people (we are not , and 
any moral improvement we 
experience is due to God’s 
grace). Rather, we believe 
that Christ alone is the 
perfect one, because He is 
the Son of God. Our hope 
and faith are in Him alone.

1.  GOD PLANS TO DELIVER ISRAEL THROUGH A 
PROMISED SON

READ JUDGES 13:1-5

WHAT ARE SOME CLUES THAT SAMSON IS GOING TO BE A 
SPECIAL MAN?

HOW DOES THIS BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT POINT TO A 
FUTURE BIRTH IN THE BIBLICAL STORY?

2.  SAMSON CANNOT DELIVER HIMSELF FROM HIS 
OWN SINFUL DESIRES

READ JUDGES 14:8-9; 
16:4-5, 16-20

WHAT LED TO SAMSON’S DOWNFALL?
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ENSLAVED TO SIN

Because of the fall of Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden, all 
of humanity has inherited a sin nature that inclines them toward 
sin and rebellion. Human beings are enslaved to sin (Rom. 6:17), 
continually living with the propensity to transgress God’s 
commandments whenever possible. It isn’t until one experiences 
salvation through the work of Christ that he or she is able to 
overcome sin’s enslavement through the power of the Holy Spirit 
(Rom. 8:2).

WHAT ARE SOME PRINCIPLES WE CAN LEARN FROM SAMSON’S MISTAKES?

3.  GOD DELIVERS ISRAEL IN SAMSON’S DYING ACT

READ JUDGES 16:21-22, 26-30

HOW MIGHT SAMSON’S PHYSICAL CONDITION IN JUDGES 16 MIRROR HIS 
SPIRITUAL CONDITION? 

HOW MIGHT SAMSON’S FINAL ACT REMIND US OF GOD’S FAITHFULNESS?

ESSENTIAL
DOCTRINE
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CHRIST
CONNECTION
Samson’s downfall was the 
result of his own passions, 
pride, and disobedience, 
and yet , God used his death 
to spark the deliverance of 
His people from their enemy. 
In contrast , Jesus’s death 
was the result of His humility 
and perfect obedience, 
which God used to deliver 
people from their sin.

HOW SHOULD WE THINK OF SAMSON’S 
LEGACY (POSITIVE, NEGATIVE, BOTH)? 
WHY?

H E A D

WHAT DOES SAMSON TEACH US ABOUT 
THE IMPORTANCE OF GUARDING        
YOUR HEART?  

H E A R T

WHAT ARE SOME PRACTICAL THINGS WE 
CAN DO TO AVOID SAMSON’S MISTAKES 
AND DEVELOP CHARACTER? 

H A N D S
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DAILY
DEVOTIONS

What does this passage say?

What did this passage mean to its 
original audience?

What does this passage tell
 us about God?

What does this passage 
tell us about man?

What does this passage
demand of me?

How does this passage change the way I 
relate to people?

How does this passage
prompt me to pray?

D AY  0 1

JUDGES 13:1-25
The rebellion of Israel had them in 
bondage yet again, but God’s heart was to 
save them. He planned to do it through a 
son. God appeared to Samson’s mother, 
and then to her and Samson’s father 
again later to communicate His plan to 
give them a son. This son would be set 
aside for a special task. It reminds us of 
another couple who received multiple 
visits from an angel with news of a baby—
Mary and Joseph. When we were lost in 
sin, God sent His Son, Jesus. He was set 
apart from birth to be the Savior of the 
world. You can hope in Him, for He is 
mightier than Samson and able to save 
you from all sin.

T H E  7  A R RO W S  O F  B I B L E  R E A D I N G

WHAT DO YOU NEED JESUS TO 
RESCUE YOU FROM?

WHAT ARE THE MAIN THINGS THAT 
KEEP YOU FROM BEING FREE?

HOW CAN YOU WALK IN THE 
FREEDOM JESUS HAS GIVEN YOU?
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D AY  0 2 D AY  0 3

JUDGES 14:1-20 JUDGES 15:1-20

Samson was a man of great physical 
strength, but he lacked the inner 
strength he needed to live righteously. 
He showed a lack of self-control when 
he found the honey in the lion. He ate 
it, and according to the law of Moses, 
made himself unclean. Then, he 
eventually caved to the peer pressure 
of his fiancé, disclosing the answer 
to his riddle. Ask God to give you the 
inner strength of self-control, wisdom, 
and perseverance. Pray for the 
strength to please Him above all.

The Lord sought an opportunity to 
defeat the Philistines (see Judg. 14:4). 
Samson was the instrument God used 
to accomplish His judgment on the 
Philistines. But in Samson, we see a 
man who acts for personal revenge. 
He is moved more by vengeance and 
rage than by a sense of justice. He 
acts in his own interests rather than 
the interests of Israel. Apart from 
Christ, we are all like Samson: selfish 
and vengeful. But in Christ, we can 
imitate the selfless leadership of 
our Savior. Commit to follow in His 
footsteps today.

WHAT IS YOUR GREATEST STRENGTH?

WHAT IS YOUR GREATEST WEAKNESS?

HOW CAN YOU DEVELOP MORE 
DISCIPLINE AND SELF-CONTROL? 

HOW DO YOU STRUGGLE WITH 
WANTING REVENGE?

HOW CAN YOU TRUST GOD RATHER 
THAN TAKE REVENGE?

HOW CAN YOU IMITATE JESUS’S 
LEADERSHIP?
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D AY  0 4 D AY  0 5

JUDGES 16:1-22 JUDGES 16:23-31

Samson was clearly gifted by God, but his 
skills outran his ethics. He lacked self-
control and caved to peer pressure. His 
eyes were an avenue for the devil to catch 
him in a snare! God may give you abilities 
to lead. But those things are no substitute 
for godliness. Without character, our 
giftedness is hollow. Samson’s talents 
took him where his character could not 
keep him. May that not be said of you. 
With God’s help, may you become a 
person whose character and gifts are used 
together to build the kingdom.

When you are at the end of your rope, out 
of strength and out of hope, where do you 
turn? Samson prayed, “Lord God, please 
remember me. Strengthen me. God, just 
once more” (16:28). He appealed to God’s 
faithfulness: “remember me.” He appealed 
to God’s power: “strengthen me.” You can 
do the same thing. God has not forgotten 
you. He has the strength you need for 
this day, this month, this season. Pray for 
strength from God for the power you need 
today. Ask Him to supply your need “once 
more” (v. 28), and He will come through, 
just as He did for Samson.

HOW MIGHT YOU BE LETTING YOUR 
GUARD DOWN LIKE SAMSON?

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO 
DEVELOP CHARACTER?

WHAT IS A VIRTUE YOU WANT 
TO DEVELOP?

IS THERE A SITUATION IN WHICH 
YOU FEEL YOU ARE AT THE END OF 
YOUR ROPE?

WHAT CAN YOU GAIN FROM 
RECOGNIZING YOUR WEAKNESS?

WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE TO DEPEND 
ON GOD FOR DAILY STRENGTH?


