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GOD’S POWER

DOCTRINE SESSION

MAIN POINT
 

God’s greatest miracle is the resurrection of Jesus.

ESSENTIAL DOCTRINE MIRACLES
A miracle is an event in which God makes an exception to the natural 

order of things, or supersedes natural laws, for the purpose of 

demonstrating His glory and/or validating His message. Miracles are 

recorded throughout Scripture; miraculous signs and wonders were 

oftentimes evident when a prophet or an apostle was speaking God’s 

message to the people. Because we believe God to be all-powerful 

and personally involved in this world, we believe He can and does 

perform miracles.

ESSENTIAL CONNECTION
At each step of Israel’s journey, God demonstrated His power through miracles: 

the plagues, parting the Red Sea, manna from heaven, crossing the Jordan, 

conquering Jericho, and more. These miracles proved that He was the one, true 

God. They reminded the people that God was worthy of their faith and obedience.

SCRIPTURE READING
JOSHUA 24:14-18  •  MIRACLES COMPEL PEOPLE TO FOLLOW GOD

LUKE 7:11-17  •  MIRACLES BRING GOD GLORY

MARK 16:1-8  •  MIRACLES VINDICATE GOD’S WORDS
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Imagine you’re now in charge of a group of people who haven’t been listening 

and have been rebelling against God for decades, and all of a sudden, they start 

being obedient. In Joshua 24, Joshua gathers all the people of Israel and basically 

walks them through their history and all that God has done for them. And then 

at verse 14, he’s pretty much like, “With all that being said, stop worshiping other 

gods. Worship the Lord. And if not, cool, but choose which gods you’re going to 

worship, because me and my family, we’re going to worship the Lord.” The people 

of Israel choose to worship God. In verses 17 and 18 they say, “For the LORD our 

God brought us and our ancestors out of the land of Egypt, out of the place of 

slavery, and performed these great signs before our eyes...We too will worship the 

LORD, because he is our God.” God’s miracles should draw us closer to Him. They 

should lead us to worship Him. 

In Luke 7, Jesus sees a large crowd carrying the dead body of a young man. His 

mom is right beside him, and the Bible tells us that she’s a widow. So she’s lost 

her husband and now her son. Jesus sees this, and it breaks His heart. Jesus 

understands the suffering we face in this world and has compassion for us. Jesus 

raised the young man from the dead, and everyone was in awe and glorified God. 

Ultimately, God’s miracles demonstrate His glory, power, and love for people. And 

of all the miracles recorded in Scripture, the greatest is the resurrection of Jesus.

SUMMARY

• Israel remembered God’s miracles and committed to follow Him.

• Jesus used His power out of love and compassion for others.

• The greatest miracle of all was the resurrection of Jesus.

• We should respond to God’s miracles with worship.

WATCH & DISCUSS

WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR FAVORITE MIRACLES IN THE BIBLE? 

WHAT DO THOSE MIRACLES TEACH YOU ABOUT GOD?

DO YOU THINK GOD STILL PERFORMS MIRACLES TODAY?

HOW DO MIRACLES INSPIRE YOU TO WORSHIP AND FOLLOW GOD EVEN MORE?

DOCTRINE 
VIDEO

(Videos available for purchase at gospelproject.com/students)



SCRIPTURE
READING

1.  MIRACLES COMPEL PEOPLE TO FOLLOW GOD

READ JOSHUA 24:14-18
Joshua challenged the Israelites to go “all in” on their commitment to God. They 

should forsake all idols to serve the living God. He didn’t ask the people to do 

something he wouldn’t do himself. Joshua led the way, and the people followed. 

WHY DID THE PEOPLE COMMIT TO FOLLOW GOD?

They recounted the wonders God had done as the reason for their faith in Him. God 

had brought their ancestors out of Egypt, performed miracles, and protected them 

through the conquest. His works had proven that He was, in fact, God. His actions 

demonstrated that He was trustworthy. Their faith was not a blind leap, but the 

proper response to God’s saving works.

WHAT ACTIONS DID THEY NEED TO TAKE BASED UPON THEIR COMMITMENT TO GOD 
(JOSH. 24:24)?

Joshua challenged the Israelites not to make an empty commitment. God was 

calling them to more than a verbal commitment. He was calling them to get rid of 

all their idols and turn their hearts to Him. When we say “yes” to Jesus, it doesn’t 

end there. We then need to act upon our commitment. We must turn away from 

sinful habits and turn our hearts toward God.

2. MIRACLES BRING GOD GLORY

READ LUKE 7:11-17

ENGAGE
OPTION

Jesus saw the widow mourning and was moved with compassion. But His 
love did not remain in His heart—Jesus acted.

HOW HAVE YOU ACTED TO SERVE SOMEONE ELSE OUT OF 
COMPASSION FOR THEM? 

Take some time to discuss what you can do as a group to show God’s 
compassion in your community. Think of those who are disadvantaged 
or suffering. Perhaps you can serve the widows, a nursing home, or the 
poor. This doesn’t have to be just a one time thing —how can your group 
regularly serve others?

MAIN POINT

God’s greatest miracle is the 
resurrection of Jesus.
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BIBLICAL
COMMENTARY

JOSHUA 24:14-18
24:14-15. “The choice laid out here for Israel was 

a breathtaking one. The language about choice 

is not found elsewhere in the Old Testament. 

Normally, God was the one who did the choosing, 

having chosen Israel from among the nations to 

be his people (e.g., Deut 4:37; 7:6–7; 10:15; 14:2). 

But now, Israel was being asked to choose its 

loyalties…The Israelites were being asked to do 

what Rahab had done, namely, to embrace this 

one God and, by doing so, to reject all others. 

Joshua laid out for Israel the choice, but he did 

not threaten them or try to coerce them. The 

choice was simple, and he set an example by 

his own choice.”1

24:14-18. “There is urgency in Joshua’s voice as he 

speaks to his people for the last time: ‘Choose this 

day whom you will serve’ (Josh. 24:15, NIV). In his 

old age, Joshua feels the shortness of life and the 

urgency of serving the Lord.”6

24:16-18. “They emphatically renounce any 

thought of abandoning Yahweh for the service of 

other gods.”4

LUKE 7:11-17
7:11. “Nain is located six miles south southeast 

of Nazareth and is about twenty-five miles from 

Capernaum.”8

7:12. “Luke provided this description to reveal not 

only the emotional loss of the woman but also the 

desperate economic straits she was now in. With 

neither a husband nor a son to care for her, she 

would have had no means of support.”8

ENGAGE
OPTION
Split your group into two 
teams and challenge 
them to come up with a 
news report of the two 
resurrection stories in 
today ’s session. Tell them a 
little bit about the stories 
and give them a few 
minutes to create a skit . 
 
In today ’s session , we are 
going to learn about the 
best news ever! God loves 
us. He moves toward us with 
compassion , and He has the 
power to rescue us. Jesus is 
alive, and through Him, we 
can have eternal life. 
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SCRIPTURE
READING

WHAT MOVED JESUS TO RAISE THIS SON FROM THE DEAD?

This woman’s husband had already died, and now her son, too. She would have been 

vulnerable financially and socially. Her son likely represented her source of income 

and hope for a stable future. And Jesus cared. He felt compassion for her and 

decided to act. His miracle was not merely an act of power, but an act of love.

HOW DID THE PEOPLE RESPOND TO THE MIRACLE?

They said, “God has visited his people” (Luke 7:16). They recognized the 

supernatural power that Jesus had. He was no ordinary man. Truly, He was the Son 

of God. They were in awe of Him and glorified God. This is the proper response 

to God’s miracles—that we might see God for who He is and give Him the glory He 

deserves. It is not for entertainment; Jesus isn’t a magician or showman. He is the 

God who loves His people and acts, and He deserves our awe and praise.

3. MIRACLES VINDICATE GOD’S WORDS

READ MARK 16:1-8
Jesus was crucified and buried on Friday, but the women had to wait until the 

Sabbath rest was complete before they could go anoint His body. So early Sunday 

morning, they rose to go to the tomb. Upon arrival, they were shocked to see the 

stone rolled away. When they entered the tomb, they encountered an angel who 

said, “He has risen!” (Mark 16:6).

HOW DOES THE RESURRECTION VINDICATE JESUS’S WORDS?

Jesus told the disciples on multiple occasions that He would suffer and die, but 

that He would rise from the dead. They had seen Him raise the dead, but how would 

He raise Himself? When they entered the tomb that Sunday morning, Jesus had 

followed through on His words. His resurrection vindicates His predictions, but 

more than that, the resurrection vindicates Jesus’s claims about His identity and 

the authority of His teachings.

HOW SHOULD THE MIRACLE OF THE RESURRECTION LEAD US TO SAY WITH JOSHUA, 
“WE WILL WORSHIP THE LORD” (JOSH. 24:15)?

In Joshua 24, the Israelites made a commitment. They chose to forsake all other 

gods to worship the God of Abraham. One of the main reasons they chose to do that 

was because of God’s miraculous works throughout their history. But no miracle is 

greater than the resurrection. Just as the Exodus and conquest compelled them to 

follow God, so the resurrection of Christ ought to compel us to go “all in” for Jesus.

MAIN POINT

God’s greatest miracle is the 
resurrection of Jesus.
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BIBLICAL
COMMENTARY

7:16. “They declare that ‘God has visited his 

people’—by which they mean a miracle has been 

done. But their words were truer than they knew. 

God was with them. True God from true God had 

just come to their town.”9

7:11-17. “In the previous account, Luke 

demonstrated Jesus’ divine authority and power 

to heal someone near death. Here, Luke revealed 

the even greater power of Jesus to raise someone 

from the dead…It is evident from Luke 7:22 

that this account functions as a Christological 

explanation of who Jesus is because Jesus 

answered the question, ‘Are you the one who 

was to come, or should we expect someone 

else?’ (7:20).”8

MARK 16:1-8
16:1. “The desire to anoint the body certainly 

indicates that the woman did not expect a 

resurrection.”10

16:6. “Inasmuch as the testimony of women was 

not accepted in Jewish courts, and because Greco-

Roman society also afforded them a lowly place, 

the early church would never have invented the 

story. Of the basic historicity of the account there 

are no questions. And the story about the women 

is strong evidence, although not absolute proof, of 

the historicity of the resurrection itself.”10

16:8. “The statement ‘just as he told you’ alludes to 

the promise in 14:28.”10

16:1-8. “Now the women have a new assignment. 

There is no need to anoint a dead body that is no 

longer there. It is time to start proclaiming the 

good news of a risen Lord and Savior who has left 

the tomb! The angel instructs them to begin with 

those who had abandoned and denied Him.”11

BIG
QUESTION
HOW IS THE 
RESURRECTION OF JESUS 
DIFFERENT FROM THE 
RESURRECTION OF THE 
WIDOW’S SON OR OTHER 
RESURRECTIONS IN THE 
BIBLE?

There are stories of 
miraculous resurrections 
in both the Old and New 
Testaments. So what makes 
Jesus’s resurrection special 
and unique? Well, others rose 
from the dead to continue 
their earthly life. They still 
had fallen bodies that would 
get sick and die again. But 
Jesus was the first to be 
raised to eternal life. He 
was raised imperishable and 
immortal, never to die again. 
His body is the first material 
of the new creation. In this 
way, Jesus is “the firstborn 
from the dead” (Col. 1:18) 
and is the forerunner of the 
resurrection that is to come.
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H A N D S

H E A RT

H E A D

CHRIST
CONNECTION

God’s miracles demonstrate 
His glory, power, and 
love for people. Of all of 
the miracles recorded in 
Scripture, the greatest is 
the resurrection of Jesus. 
Because Jesus rose from 
the dead, all who trust 
in Him are forgiven and 
likewise are raised to walk 
in new life.
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HOW SHOULD WE WORK THROUGH DOUBTS AND QUESTIONS WE HAVE ABOUT 
JESUS AND THE RESURRECTION? 
 

If you have doubts about Jesus, the resurrection, or your faith, we encourage you to 

humbly seek answers. Jesus is big enough to handle our doubts and questions. It’s okay 

to wrestle through tough questions. It seems that the disciples and these women were 

not fully convinced that Jesus would rise from the dead. Their faith wasn’t perfect. 

But as we seek with sincerity and humility, our searching will serve to vindicate 

God’s words.

HOW CAN WE IMITATE JESUS’S COMPASSION TOWARD OTHER PEOPLE? AT SCHOOL? 
AT HOME? AT CHURCH? 
 

We have a compassionate Savior. He is the God who revealed Himself at Sinai to 

Joshua’s mentor, Moses, saying, “The LORD—the LORD is a compassionate and gracious 

God” (Ex. 34:6). If our God is a compassionate God, then we should be a compassionate 

people. Our hearts should be moved to action by the pain and sorrow of others. May 

the hurting world around us see and experience the compassion of Christ through 

the church.

WHAT CAN WE DO TO SHARE THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS WITH PEOPLE IN OUR 
COMMUNITY? 
 

The angel told the women at the tomb “go, tell” (Mark 16:7). We have received the good 

news of Jesus’s resurrection, and now it is ours to share. God has placed us in this 

community with neighbors and friends who need to hear about Jesus. We will not share 

Jesus without intentionality. Think of ways that we can encourage and challenge each 

other to share the gospel with others.
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