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JOSHUA 23:1-5  •  REMEMBER GOD’S VICTORY

1 A long time after the LORD had given Israel rest from all the enemies around them, Joshua was old, 

advanced in age. 2 So Joshua summoned all Israel, including its elders, leaders, judges, and officers, 

and said to them, “I am old, advanced in age, 3 and you have seen for yourselves everything the 

LORD your God did to all these nations on your account, because it was the LORD your God who was 

fighting for you. 4 See, I have allotted these remaining nations to you as an inheritance for your tribes, 

including all the nations I have destroyed, from the Jordan westward to the Mediterranean Sea. 5 The 

LORD your God will force them back on your account and drive them out before you so that you can take 

possession of their land, as the LORD your God promised you.

JOSHUA 23:6-13  •  REMEMBER GOD’S COMMANDS

6 “Be very strong and continue obeying all that is written in the book of the law of Moses, so that you 

do not turn from it to the right or left 7 and so that you do not associate with these nations remaining 

among you. Do not call on the names of their gods or make an oath to them; do not serve them or bow 

in worship to them. 8 Instead, be loyal to the LORD your God, as you have been to this day. 9 “The LORD 

has driven out great and powerful nations before you, and no one is able to stand against you to this 

day. 10 One of you routed a thousand because the LORD your God was fighting for you, as he promised. 

11 So diligently watch yourselves! Love the LORD your God! 12 If you ever turn away and become loyal to 

the rest of these nations remaining among you, and if you intermarry or associate with them and they 

with you, 13 know for certain that the LORD your God will not continue to drive these nations out before 

you. They will become a snare and a trap for you, a sharp stick for your sides and thorns in your eyes, 

until you disappear from this good land the LORD your God has given you.

JOSHUA 23:14-16  •  REMEMBER GOD’S PROMISES

14 “I am now going the way of the whole earth, and you know with all your heart and all your soul that 

none of the good promises the LORD your God made to you has failed. Everything was fulfilled for you; 

not one promise has failed. 15 Since every good thing the LORD your God promised you has come about, 

so he will bring on you every bad thing until he has annihilated you from this good land the LORD your 

God has given you. 16 If you break the covenant of the LORD your God, which he commanded you, and 

go and serve other gods, and bow in worship to them, the LORD’s anger will burn against you, and you 

will quickly disappear from this good land he has given you.”

F E A R  T H E  L O R D  A N D  WO RS H I P  H I M
U N I T  8  •  S E S S I O N  3

REMEMBERING 
GOD’S FAITHFULNESS

MAIN POINT
 
Remembering Christ’s victory motivates loyalty to God.
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INSPIRED
SUPPLIES LIST 
NO SUPPLIES NEEDED.

When we hear stories of sacrifice and service, it inspires us to live the 

same way. Think of stories from history (soldiers, first responders, 

athletes, activists, etc.). Share a story that inspires you. 

WHO INSPIRES YOU? IT COULD BE SOMEONE FROM HISTORY OR ALIVE 
TODAY.

In today’s session, we will look back at what God has done. Joshua 

reminded the people about all of God’s faithfulness and mighty works. 

Ultimately, we want to remember Jesus. His sacrifice and selfless service 

should motivate our loyalty to God.

INTRO OPTION 1

POLAR OPPOSITES
SUPPLIES LIST 
TWO MAGNETS.

Give your students a pair of magnets to pass around the table. Show how 

the poles cannot be connected.

WHAT ARE SOME THINGS THAT DON’T GO TOGETHER? 

In today’s session, we will see that sin and righteousness do not go 

together. As the apostle Paul said, “What fellowship does light have 

with darkness?” (2 Cor. 6:14).  We will not live for the Lord if we do not 

understand the dangers of engaging in the sin that is all around us. 

Rather than live like the world, we hope to reaffirm our commitment to 

live like the Lord so we can reach the world for Him.

INTRO OPTION 2
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SCRIPTURE
READING

Remembering Christ’s victory 
motivates loyalty to God.

MAIN POINT

1.  REMEMBER GOD’S VICTORY

READ JOSHUA 23:1-5
Joshua had faithfully led the Israelites to follow the Lord and conquer the promised 

land. As he came to the end of his life, Joshua gave the people one final address, 

calling them to remember the victory God had accomplished for them.

WHO DOES JOSHUA GIVE CREDIT TO FOR VICTORY? WHY IS IT IMPORTANT FOR US 
TO IMITATE THAT IN OUR OWN LIVES?

Joshua gives credit to God: “You have seen for yourselves everything the Lord your 

God did to all these nations on your account, because it was the Lord your God who 

was fighting for you” (Josh. 23:3). He didn’t want them to forget how they got to 

where they were. If we forget that victory comes from God, we are sure to fall in 

humiliation. But if we will humble ourselves and look to God’s strength, He will lead 

us into future victories (see Josh. 23:5).

HOW HAS CHRIST SECURED OUR VICTORY OVER SIN?

The victory we have over sin was won by Christ Himself. He fulfilled God’s law, 

canceled our debt, and rose in triumph. Just as the Israelites could live securely in 

the land because of what God had done, we can live free from the greatest enemy 

(sin) because of what Jesus has done. We will see in the next section more about 

how to live in His victory, but before we get to our part, we must remember that it all 

starts with Jesus. His power and faithfulness have secured victory for His people.

2. REMEMBER GOD’S COMMANDS

READ JOSHUA 23:6-13
Joshua gives both commands and warnings. To live in the victory of Christ, there are 

things we must do, and there are things we must avoid. It all begins with love and 

loyalty to God. But we must also be aware of things that have the potential to steal 

that love and loyalty away.

WHAT ARE SOME POSITIVE INSTRUCTIONS JOSHUA GAVE TO ISRAEL?

He told them to be strong (23:6), to obey the law of Moses (23:6), to be loyal to the 

Lord (23:8), to carefully watch themselves (23:11), and to love the Lord their God 

(23:11).  If they would love God first and foremost and be careful to obey God’s law, 

then they would continue living in God’s promised victory.
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BIBLICAL
COMMENTARY

JOSHUA 23:1-5
23:1-5. “He reminded the nation that the Lord 

had fought for them, and that they themselves 

had been witnesses of this (‘you have seen’). The 

reference to God’s fighting for Israel repeats the 

idea that the land was God’s and that he would 

give it to them, even to the extent of fighting on 

their behalf.”1

23:1-5. “These references to Joshua’s fighting and 

conquering peoples must be understood in the 

same way: God fought for Israel, and Joshua was 

his agent in several cases.”1

JOSHUA 23:6-13
23:6-8. “The Israelites’ success was dependent 

on their obedience and on the centrality of the 

law in their lives (v. 6). Joshua here charged the 

Israelites in terms almost identical to God’s charge 

to him (see 1:7–8).”1

23:6-13. “The problem of mixing with the peoples 

of the land and adopting their worship loyalties 

was the most severe problem throughout Israel’s 

history in the land, affecting it in almost every 

era. It quickly became the dominant problem in 

the period of the judges (Judg. 2:10–19). It was the 

cause of Solomon’s downfall and the split in the 

kingdom (1 Kings 11). It was the cause of the fall of 

the Northern Kingdom of Israel (2 Kings 17:7–23), 

as well as of the Southern Kingdom of Judah 

(2 Kings 21; 24:3–4).”1

BIG
QUESTION

HOW DO WE BALANCE 
HEALTHY CAUTION AND 
UNHEALTHY RETREAT 
FROM THE WORLD? 

The world is broken by 
sin and full of sinners. 
Satan is always looking 
for opportunities to wreak 
havoc in the church and 
in our lives. The dangers 
are real , and we should be 
watchful because we are all 
capable of falling. However, 
we must remember that 
Christ has won. It disobeys 
and dishonors the Lord 
to retreat from the world. 
Rather, God sends us into 
the world with His light and 
love. This is not the time 
to bunker and wait for the 
second coming. It is time to 
advance the kingdom and 
push back the darkness.
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SCRIPTURE
READING Remembering Christ’s victory 

motivates loyalty to God.

MAIN POINT

The same is true for us. If we will obey the commandment to love God above all else 

and if we will be careful to follow Jesus’s teachings, then we will be living in the 

victory of Christ.

WHAT WERE SOME PITFALLS ISRAEL NEEDED TO AVOID? WHAT MIGHT BE SOME 
PITFALLS IN OUR CONTEXT AND CULTURE?

Israel needed to be careful about the influence of the surrounding nations. Joshua 

knew they would be susceptible to the idolatry of the nations and that marrying 

unbelievers would divide Israel’s loyalty to God. Men like Samson and Solomon are 

sad examples of this later in Israel’s history. 

In our context, a similar marriage principle still applies. But beyond that, Joshua 

warns us about the tendency for the world to influence your mind and heart away 

from God. This, of course, doesn’t mean we need to lock ourselves away in hiding. 

There’s a world to reach and a mission to accomplish. But we should not be naive 

about real spiritual dangers or be overconfident in our own spiritual strength.

3. REMEMBER GOD’S PROMISES

READ JOSHUA 23:14-16
WHAT DOES JOSHUA REMIND ISRAEL ABOUT THE PROMISES GOD MADE TO THEM?

Joshua’s final words to Israel are a reminder that God has kept His word: “None 

of the good promises the Lord your God made to you has failed. Everything was 

fulfilled for you; not one promise has failed” (Josh. 23:14). This is a comprehensive 

statement regarding the land promise that originated with Abram in Genesis 12 and 

was subsequently passed to each generation. God came through, securing the land 

He had led Abraham to and establishing His descendants as a nation in that land.

WHAT DO JOSHUA’S WORDS TEACH OUR GENERATION ABOUT GOD’S PROMISES?

God’s promises will not fail. Many generations may come and go without seeing 

the fulfillment of them—think of all the Israelites from Abraham to Joshua, or even 

more significantly, from Abraham to Jesus (see Heb. 11:13, 39-40)—but God will 

always come through on His word. Joshua told the people that they knew with all 

their hearts and minds that God had fulfilled His promises. May we believe it with 

all our hearts and minds. As the apostle Peter wrote, “The grass withers, and the 

flower falls, but the word of the Lord endures forever” (1 Pet. 1:24-25).
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BIBLICAL
COMMENTARY

JOSHUA 23:14-16
23:14-16. “They know without a shadow of doubt 

from personal experience that what he is about to 

say is true…Clearly, the point is that Yahweh has 

kept every promise made to Israel.”4

23:14-16. “Alas, notwithstanding Joshua’s warnings, 

a disastrous period of Canaanization —Israel’s 

defection from Yahweh and adoption of Canaanite 

culture—will characterize the early post-Joshua 

period (see Judg. 2:11-13).”4

23:15-16. “Joshua’s logic as he concluded his speech 

was that, just as surely as the Lord’s promises 

had come true for Israel’s good, so also his swift 

and devastating punishment would come upon 

the Israelites if they violated the covenant...

The land belonged to God, and it was his to 

give and his to take away. This promise saw its 

dramatic fulfillment when Judah was carried 

into Babylonian captivity because of its repeated 

transgression of the covenant (2 Kings 25). In 

this way, too, God’s promises came to pass: if his 

people obeyed him, they enjoyed great blessing; 

but if they disobeyed him, they would suffer 

great calamity.”1

ESSENTIAL
DOCTRINE

UNION WITH CHRIST

At the heart of our 
salvation is our union with 
Christ . The Bible describes 
salvation as entering into a 
covenant relationship with 
God and also describes 
the church (which is made 
up of believers) as the 
bride of Christ (2 Cor. 11 :2 ; 
Eph. 5:23-32). Christians 
believe that Christ dwells 
in our hearts through faith 
(Christ in us) and that 
we are simultaneously 
dwelling in Him (Eph. 3:17; 
Col. 1 :27; 3:1-4). This union is 
indissoluble; it will last for 
all eternity.
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H A N D S

H E A RT

H E A D

CHRIST
CONNECTION

Joshua warned God’s people 
that they had to obey all of 
God’s commands to remain 
in covenant relationship 
with Him. Jesus obeyed all 
of God’s commands, and 
through His death and 
resurrection provides eternal 
relationship with the Father 
for all who trust in Him and 
His completed work.



55 

HOW MIGHT SCRIPTURE MEMORIZATION HELP US FOLLOW JOSHUA 23:6? 
 

We cannot obey what we do not know, so it is vital that we meditate on God’s Word. If 

our minds are filled with His truth and wisdom, we will be equipped to walk the straight 

and narrow path. You’re less likely to take a wrong turn to the left or right when you 

know the way. So, renew your mind with the Word of God and walk in its light.

HOW CAN WE GUARD OUR HEARTS FROM THINGS THAT WILL STEAL OUR LOVE 
FROM GOD? 
 

Our hearts have a tendency toward idolatry, and they are easily influenced and shaped 

by the things we put in them. What are you giving your heart to? Perhaps a better 

question is what has your time and attention? We give our attention to the things 

we love. One of the biggest places our hearts can be turned from God is on social 

media. Jackie Hill Perry recently said, “If social media is the idol, my time is the burnt 

offering.”7 Don’t offer your heart to an app or platform or anything else; give your heart 

to God and use apps for His glory. If you have a number of students who are pretty 

active on social media, consider taking a moment to discuss with them what it might 

look like to navigate social media in a way that honors God.

WHAT ARE SOME THINGS YOU WOULD DO TO FOLLOW GOD IF YOU WERE 
CONFIDENT IN HIS FAITHFULNESS? 
 

Joshua’s farewell is a message for each generation of faith. Christ has secured victory, 

and He will keep all of His promises. He is a faithful God. Imagine what you would 

have the courage to do if you remembered Christ has won and He will never fail to 

keep His word. You would turn away from those sinful habits, reach out to others, step 

up to lead, and more. Walk into the future confident in what Jesus has done and be 

intentional about following Him in each season.


