
Remembering Christ’s victory motivates loyalty to God.

REMEMBERING 
GOD’S FAITHFULNESS
MAIN POINT

F E A R  T H E  L O R D  A N D  WO RS H I P  H I M
U N I T  8  •  S E S S I O N  3
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JOSHUA 23:1-5  •  REMEMBER GOD’S VICTORY

1 A long time after the LORD had given Israel rest from all the enemies around them, 

Joshua was old, advanced in age. 2 So Joshua summoned all Israel, including its elders, 

leaders, judges, and officers, and said to them, “I am old, advanced in age, 3 and you 

have seen for yourselves everything the LORD your God did to all these nations on your 

account, because it was the LORD your God who was fighting for you. 4 See, I have 

allotted these remaining nations to you as an inheritance for your tribes, including all 

the nations I have destroyed, from the Jordan westward to the Mediterranean Sea. 5 The 

LORD your God will force them back on your account and drive them out before you so 

that you can take possession of their land, as the LORD your God promised you.

JOSHUA 23:6-13  •  REMEMBER GOD’S COMMANDS

6 “Be very strong and continue obeying all that is written in the book of the law of 

Moses, so that you do not turn from it to the right or left 7 and so that you do not 

associate with these nations remaining among you. Do not call on the names of their 

gods or make an oath to them; do not serve them or bow in worship to them. 8 Instead, 

be loyal to the LORD your God, as you have been to this day. 9 “The LORD has driven out 

great and powerful nations before you, and no one is able to stand against you to this 

day. 10 One of you routed a thousand because the LORD your God was fighting for you, 

as he promised. 11 So diligently watch yourselves! Love the LORD your God! 12 If you 

ever turn away and become loyal to the rest of these nations remaining among you, and 

if you intermarry or associate with them and they with you, 13 know for certain that the 

LORD your God will not continue to drive these nations out before you. They will become 

a snare and a trap for you, a sharp stick for your sides and thorns in your eyes, until 

you disappear from this good land the LORD your God has given you.

JOSHUA 23:14-16  •  REMEMBER GOD’S PROMISES

14 “I am now going the way of the whole earth, and you know with all your heart and 

all your soul that none of the good promises the LORD your God made to you has failed. 

Everything was fulfilled for you; not one promise has failed. 15 Since every good thing 

the LORD your God promised you has come about, so he will bring on you every bad 

thing until he has annihilated you from this good land the LORD your God has given you. 

16 If you break the covenant of the LORD your God, which he commanded you, and go 

and serve other gods, and bow in worship to them, the LORD’s anger will burn against 

you, and you will quickly disappear from this good land he has given you.”
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BIG
QUESTION
HOW DO WE BALANCE 
HEALTHY CAUTION AND 
UNHEALTHY RETREAT 
FROM THE WORLD? 

The world is broken by 
sin and full of sinners. 
Satan is always looking 
for opportunities to wreak 
havoc in the church and 
in our lives. The dangers 
are real , and we should be 
watchful because we are all 
capable of falling. However, 
we must remember that 
Christ has won. It disobeys 
and dishonors the Lord 
to retreat from the world. 
Rather, God sends us into 
the world with His light and 
love. This is not the time 
to bunker and wait for the 
second coming. It is time to 
advance the kingdom and 
push back the darkness.

1.  REMEMBER GOD’S VICTORY

READ JOSHUA 23:1-5

WHO DOES JOSHUA GIVE CREDIT TO FOR VICTORY? WHY 
IS IT IMPORTANT FOR US TO IMITATE THAT IN OUR OWN 
LIVES?

HOW HAS CHRIST SECURED OUR VICTORY OVER SIN?

2.  REMEMBER GOD’S COMMANDS

READ JOSHUA 23:6-13

WHAT ARE SOME POSITIVE INSTRUCTIONS JOSHUA GAVE 
TO ISRAEL?
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UNION WITH CHRIST

At the heart of our salvation is our union with Christ . The Bible 
describes salvation as entering into a covenant relationship 
with God and also describes the church (which is made up 
of believers) as the bride of Christ (2 Cor. 11 :2 ; Eph. 5:23-32). 
Christians believe that Christ dwells in our hearts through faith 
(Christ in us) and that we are simultaneously dwelling in Him 
(Eph. 3:17; Col. 1 :27; 3:1-4). This union is indissoluble; it will last 
for all eternity.

WHAT WERE SOME PITFALLS ISRAEL NEEDED TO AVOID? WHAT MIGHT BE SOME PITFALLS 
IN OUR CONTEXT AND CULTURE?

3. REMEMBER GOD’S PROMISES

READ JOSHUA 23:14-16

WHAT DOES JOSHUA REMIND ISRAEL ABOUT THE PROMISES GOD MADE TO THEM? 

WHAT DO JOSHUA’S WORDS TEACH OUR GENERATION ABOUT GOD’S PROMISES?

ESSENTIAL
DOCTRINE
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CHRIST
CONNECTION
Joshua warned God’s people 
that they had to obey all of 
God’s commands to remain 
in covenant relationship 
with Him. Jesus obeyed all 
of God’s commands, and 
through His death and 
resurrection provides eternal 
relationship with the Father 
for all who trust in Him and 
His completed work.

HOW MIGHT SCRIPTURE MEMORIZATION 
HELP US FOLLOW JOSHUA 23:6?

H E A D

HOW CAN WE GUARD OUR HEARTS 
FROM THINGS THAT WILL STEAL OUR 
LOVE FROM GOD? 

H E A R T

WHAT ARE SOME THINGS YOU WOULD 
DO TO FOLLOW GOD IF YOU WERE 
CONFIDENT IN HIS FAITHFULNESS?

H A N D S
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DAILY
DEVOTIONS

What does this passage say?

What did this passage mean to its 
original audience?

What does this passage tell
 us about God?

What does this passage 
tell us about man?

What does this passage
demand of me?

How does this passage change the way I 
relate to people?

How does this passage
prompt me to pray?

D AY  0 1

JOSHUA 23:1-5
Israel had marched, fought, and won 
the land under Joshua’s leadership. But 
as Joshua neared the end of his life, He 
said, “It was the LORD your God who was 
fighting for you” (23:3). We will experience 
many spiritual battles, struggles, and 
triumphs. But when we look back at our 
victories and successes, we will say “Look 
at what God has done.” He is the source of 
our strength; He has given His Spirit; He 
has delivered us from sin. For every battle 
won and sin defeated, God gets the credit. 
To Him belongs the glory forever. Fight in 
His name and give Him all the honor.

T H E  7  A R RO W S  O F  B I B L E  R E A D I N G

HOW HAS GOD GIVEN YOU VICTORY 
IN YOUR LIFE?

WHAT BATTLES DO YOU NEED HIS 
HELP WITH IN THE PRESENT?

WHAT DO YOU HOPE TO ACCOMPLISH 
THROUGH HIM IN THE FUTURE?
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D AY  0 2 D AY  0 3

JOSHUA 23:6-8 JOSHUA 23:9-13

So many things are competing for 
your loyalty. Clothing brands, drink 
manufacturers, schools, sports teams, 
political movements, and more. But 
the most important loyalty is to God. 
All other loyalties should take a back 
seat to Him. Before we give our loyalty 
to something else, we should consider 
whether that person or thing would 
steal away our allegiance to Christ. Do 
not turn to the right or the left. Do not 
bow to culture or hobbies. Give your 
loyalty to Christ, today and every day.

Joshua gave Israel a warning and an 
encouragement: “Diligently watch 
yourselves! Love the Lord your God” 
(23:11). Do you know anyone who must 
have a strict diet? Maybe they are 
allergic to certain foods or have some 
underlying health condition. They have 
to watch what they eat. Why do they 
watch their food so carefully? Because 
they love themselves and want to be 
healthy. We ought to have that same 
kind of desire spiritually. We should 
be careful about the things we take 
in because we love the Lord. Watch 
yourself and love Jesus this week.

WHAT ARE THE THINGS YOU ARE 
MOST LOYAL TO?

WHY DO THEY HAVE YOUR LOYALTY?

WHY DOES GOD DESERVE 
YOUR LOYALTY? 

WHAT AREAS OF LIFE DO YOU NEED 
TO WATCH MORE CAREFULLY?

WHAT ARE THE DANGERS IF YOU 
NEGLECT JOSHUA’S WARNING?

HOW CAN YOU SHOW YOUR LOVE 
FOR GOD MORE?
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D AY  0 4 D AY  0 5

JOSHUA 23:14 JOSHUA 23:15-16

Trust is earned. We earn trust as we 
demonstrate virtues like integrity, 
faithfulness, and responsibility. No one 
is worthy of trust like God. He alone 
is always faithful and true. Joshua 
reminded the people that God had kept 
every promise and that He had not failed 
to follow through on His Word. You can 
follow God with the assurance that He 
will be faithful. He deserves your trust 
because He will never lie or fail you. Trust 
Him and become more like Him today.

Israel could not break God’s covenant and 
keep God’s covenant blessings. Sometimes 
we want the benefits of following God 
without any of the commitment, but God 
does not give us that option. We only 
experience the benefits and blessings 
as we persevere in our commitment to 
Christ. We won’t do that perfectly, but 
we can trust that “He who started a good 
work in you will carry it on to completion 
until the day of Christ Jesus” (Phil. 1:6). 
Jesus has fulfilled God’s requirements, 
and now we can live in the assurance of 
His finished work. Keep walking with God 
and experience His blessings.

WHO ARE SOME OF THE MOST 
TRUSTWORTHY PEOPLE IN YOUR LIFE?

WHAT MAKES SOMEONE 
TRUSTWORTHY?

WHY CAN YOU ALWAYS TRUST GOD?

WHAT BLESSINGS MIGHT 
DISOBEDIENCE COST YOU?

HOW HAVE YOU GROWN IN YOUR 
WALK WITH GOD?

HOW DOES JESUS’S OBEDIENCE 
MOTIVATE YOU?


