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2 CHRONICLES 24:4-6,13-14  •  A FAITHFUL KING RESTORES THE TEMPLE 

4 After this Joash decided to restore the house of the Lord. 5 And he gathered the priests 
and the Levites and said to them, “Go out to the cities of Judah and gather from all Israel 
money to repair the house of your God from year to year, and see that you act quickly.” 
. . . 13 So those who were engaged in the work labored, and the repairing went forward in 
their hands, and they restored the house of God to its proper condition and strengthened 
it. 14 And when they had finished, they brought the rest of the money before the king and 
Jehoiada, and with it were made utensils for the house of the Lord, both for the service 
and for the burnt offerings, and dishes for incense and vessels of gold and silver. And they 
offered burnt offerings in the house of the Lord regularly all the days of Jehoiada.

2 CHRONICLES 24:17-22  •  A FORGETFUL KING REVERTS TO IDOLS

17 Now after the death of Jehoiada the princes of Judah came and paid homage to the 
king. Then the king listened to them. 18 And they abandoned the house of the Lord, the 
God of their fathers, and served the Asherim and the idols. And wrath came upon Judah 
and Jerusalem for this guilt of theirs. 19 Yet he sent prophets among them to bring them 
back to the Lord. These testified against them, but they would not pay attention. 20 Then 
the Spirit of God clothed Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the priest, and he stood above the 
people, and said to them, “Thus says God, ‘Why do you break the commandments of the 
Lord, so that you cannot prosper? Because you have forsaken the Lord, he has forsaken 
you.’” 21 But they conspired against him, and by command of the king they stoned him with 
stones in the court of the house of the Lord. 22 Thus Joash the king did not remember the 
kindness that Jehoiada, Zechariah’s father, had shown him, but killed his son. And when he 
was dying, he said, “May the Lord see and avenge!”

2 CHRONICLES 24:23-25  •  A FALLEN KING RECEIVES GOD’S JUDGMENT 

23 At the end of the year the army of the Syrians came up against Joash. They came to 
Judah and Jerusalem and destroyed all the princes of the people from among the people 
and sent all their spoil to the king of Damascus. 24 Though the army of the Syrians 
had come with few men, the Lord delivered into their hand a very great army, because 
Judah had forsaken the Lord, the God of their fathers. Thus they executed judgment on 
Joash. 25 When they had departed from him, leaving him severely wounded, his servants 
conspired against him because of the blood of the son of Jehoiada the priest, and killed 
him on his bed. So he died, and they buried him in the city of David, but they did not bury 
him in the tombs of the kings.
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We need godly influences in every stage of life.
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COASTING
SUPPLIES LIST 
2 SCOOTERS, MASKING TAPE AND/OR CONES.

If you have the space, bring two scooters to your group. Using cones 

or masking tape, create a short scooter racetrack around your meeting 

space. Create two teams and instruct one team that they can’t propel 

themselves more than one or two times per lap. Meanwhile, the other 

team is allowed to go as fast as they can. If you don’t have the space, 

consider finding a video where someone did not finish a race well 

and lost. 

In today’s session, Joash started well, but he did not strive to finish like 

he started. We cannot get to a place where we coast spiritually. We must 

press on to run the race all the way to the finish line. Let’s see how we 

can learn more about this idea from Joash’s story.

INTRO OPTION 1

VOICES OF INFLUENCE
SUPPLIES LIST 
NOTECARDS AND PENS.

Give each student a notecard and pen. Challenge them to write down 

the top five influences on their lives. Whose voices are currently most 

influential in their thinking and decision-making? It could be people 

they personally know or even follow online.

In today’s session, Joash was counseled by Jehoiada early in his life. But 

when the priest died, he started taking advice from a group of leaders 

who were wicked. They led him to abandon the Lord, and it cost him 

greatly. Let’s see what we can learn from his tragic story.

INTRO OPTION 2
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SCRIPTURE
READING

We need godly influences in 
every stage of life.

MAIN POINT

1.  A FAITHFUL KING RESTORES THE TEMPLE

READ 2 CHRONICLES 24:4-14
Joash’s father and grandfather led the kingdom of Judah deeper into idolatry. 

His grandfather, Jehoram, married Athaliah, the daughter of Ahab and Jezebel. 

When Jehoram died as a result of God’s judgment, their son, Ahaziah, reigned 

in his place. When Ahaziah died, Athaliah had all his heirs killed—her own 

grandchildren—and reigned over Judah. But Joash escaped as a baby because his 

aunt, who was married to the priest Jehoiada, saved his life. Athaliah was later 

overthrown, and priest Jehoiada made Joash king in her place at just seven years 

old. Sometimes the biblical stories are wilder than a Hollywood script!

WHAT DID JOASH DO FOR THE LORD WHEN HE BECAME KING? WHY?

Joash ordered the priests to reinstate a tax that funded the repairs of the temple. 

During his predecessors’ reigns, the temple’s valuables had been taken and used for 

idolatry throughout Judah. Joash collected the funds to renovate the temple. But 

they didn’t just restore the building, they also restored true worship in Judah. The 

people offered sacrifices to the Lord as the Law of Moses had instructed.

HOW SHOULD JOASH’S YOUTHFUL LEADERSHIP INSPIRE YOU AS A TEENAGER?

You can make a difference for Jesus now. God can use you to affect change in your 

family, church, school, team, and so on. Don’t think you can only serve the Lord 

when you are an adult. God can use you in any season of your life to accomplish 

His purposes.

2. A FORGETFUL KING REVERTS TO IDOLS

READ 2 CHRONICLES 24:17-22
WHAT HAPPENED IN JUDAH AFTER PRIEST JEHOIADA DIED? WHY? 

Leaders throughout Judah came to pay homage to Joash, meaning they probably 

brought him expensive gifts and donations. But they had other motives as well: 

to convince Joash to permit the idolatry of previous generations to return. Joash 

turned away from the Lord. Despite God raising up prophets, Joash refused to 

listen. He even demanded Jehoiada’s own son to be murdered for calling the people 

to return to the Lord.
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BIBLICAL
COMMENTARY

2 CHRONICLES 24:4-14
24:4-14. “Joash determined that the priests and 

Levites should be involved in collecting [the 

offering] from the public. He found precedence for 

this in the tax Moses had levied for the care of the 

tabernacle (v. 6; 2 Kings 12:4; Ex. 30:11–16).”1

24:4-14. “Jehoiada is the model high priest for the 

Chronicler because of his role as royal guardian 

and adviser. The ideal of shared power between 

the civil and religious sectors in the oversight 

of Israel can be traced back to the leadership of 

Moses and Aaron after the Exodus.”2

24:4-14. “The obedience of God’s people brought 

a greater supply of funds than the leaders had 

anticipated. The gifts were so lavish that money 

was left after the building had been repaired. With 

these surplus moneys, articles used in the temple 

rituals were made (cf. Ex. 25; 31:1–10).”3

24:4-14. “The Chronicler divides the reign of Joash 

into two distinct and contrasting periods: the 

good years of his early rule under the tutelage of 

Jehoiada and the later years of [turning away from 

the Lord].”4

2 CHRONICLES 24:17-22
24:17-22. “In great hope and faith for his dynasty, 

David prayed that his successor(s) would serve 

God with ‘wholehearted devotion’ (1 Chron. 29:19). 

Tragically, each of these kings fails to maintain 

covenant loyalty with Yahweh and falls into 

apostasy.”5

24:17-22. “The expression ‘paid homage’ may 

suggest that the leaders of the clans of Judah 

BIG
QUESTION

WHAT ARE THE KEYS TO 
LIVING FOR JESUS FOR 
THE LONG-TERM? 

Living for Jesus early in life 
is something to strive for 
and celebrate. But the goal 
isn’t merely to live for Jesus 
in middle and high school ; 
the goal is a lifelong 
commitment to Christ . Many 
students are like Joash , 
with godly influences and 
shepherds like Jehoiada. We 
will always need people like 
that in our lives. We never 
outgrow our need for godly 
counsel and leadership. 
But most importantly, our 
faith must become our own. 
Each person must love Jesus 
personally and follow Him 
with a faith that is their 
own. Your parents’ and 
pastors’ faith will not get 
you to the finish line.
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SCRIPTURE
READING We need godly influences in 

every stage of life.

MAIN POINT

WHAT LED TO JOASH’S DOWNFALL? HOW CAN WE LEARN FROM HIS FAILURE?

Joash’s downfall has a few main characteristics. First, he started listening to 

the wrong people. When Jehoiada died, he listened to the ungodly advice of the 

leaders of Judah. Second, he refused to listen to God’s prophets, who gave him 

many opportunities to turn back to God. Finally, he forgot God’s kindness shown 

through Jehoiada and that the ways of the Lord are the path to true prosperity 

(2 Chron. 24:20). Each of us must consider the influence of other people’s voices in 

our lives, take advantage of God’s opportunities to course-correct, and remember 

that His ways are best.

3. A FALLEN KING RECEIVES GOD’S JUDGMENT

READ 2 CHRONICLES 24:23-25
WHAT WERE THE CONSEQUENCES OF JOASH TURNING AWAY FROM THE LORD? 
WHY DOES GOD SOMETIMES LET US FACE THE CONSEQUENCES OF OUR 
FOOLISH ACTIONS?

Judah suffered great losses to a foreign army, and Joash himself was severely 

wounded. His own servants conspired to kill him, and Joash was assassinated and 

buried separate from the other kings of Judah. These events were acts of judgment 

for his rebellion against God.

HOW WAS JOASH’S DEMISE THE ANSWER TO ZECHARIAH’S FINAL PRAYER (V. 22)? 
WHAT DOES THIS TELL US ABOUT GOD?

As he was dying, Zechariah prayed, “May the Lord see and avenge!” 

(2 Chron. 24:22). The Lord did see the evil Joash and the leaders committed against 

Zechariah by murdering him. As the just God who will vindicate all who suffer 

unjustly, God brought destruction upon Judah’s leaders and King Joash. The Lord 

demanded an account for their evil just as Zechariah had prayed for.
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exploit a character weakness in Joash through 

flattery. The elders prefer to return to the policies 

of Joash’s father, Ahaziah, for unspecified 

reasons. Perhaps the ‘old ways’ are now custom 

in Judah, or such religious policy is advantageous 

socially and economically. For the Chronicler, 

however, to abandon the temple is to abandon 

God (24:18).”6

24:17-22. “Zechariah, the son of the priest who had 

saved the throne for Joash, ironically was stoned 

to death by order of the king in the very courtyard 

of the temple where ‘Jehoiada and his sons’ (23:11) 

had anointed Joash and protected him from 

Athaliah.”7

24:17-22. “The verb translated ‘call to account’ 

here (dāraš) is the verb most frequently used in 

Chronicles for ‘seeking’ the Lord (see comment 

at 14:4). Since Joash would not ‘seek’ the Lord in 

faith, the Lord would ‘seek’ him in judgment.”8

2 CHRONICLES 24:23-25
24:23-25. “When Israel was faithful to the Lord, 

they could win great victories with only a few men 

(Deut 7:17–21; 28:7; Judg 7; 1 Sam 14:6, 15; 2 Chr 

13:3–18; 14:8–15; 1 Kgs 20:26–28). But when they 

were unfaithful, they were powerless regardless of 

the odds (Deut 28:20, 25; Josh 7:1–5) because the 

Lord was their strength, and success came only 

through him (cf. Exod 15:2, 6, 16; Num 23:22; 24:8; 

1 Chr 16:11; 29:11; 2 Chr 20:6, 12; 25:8; Pss 28:7–8; 

46:1; 68:34–35; Isa 45:24; Jer 9:23–24; 17:5–8).”9

24:23-25. “Even as Joash has abandoned God 

(24:20), so the Arameans ‘leave’ or abandon the 

king for dead (24:25). All of this comes about 

because Judah has ‘forsaken’ or abandoned the 

Lord (24:24). In each case, the same word is 

employed.”10

ESSENTIAL
DOCTRINE

WORSHIP

While many reduce worship 
to an event or the singing 
of worship songs, worship 
is first and foremost an act 
of the heart and extends 
to all areas of life. The aim 
and focus of worship is God, 
giving Him the exact due of 
praise and adoration that 
He deserves. Worship should 
be carried out not only at 
a personal level within a 
Christian’s life but also in 
joining with other Christians in 
the corporate act of worship 
and stewarding our gifts for 
the glory of God. Corporate 
worship serves to edify and 
strengthen other Christians, 
but it also serves as a witness 
to non-believers of the 
greatness of God.
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H A N D S

H E A RT

H E A D

CHRIST
CONNECTION

Joash was a king who 
started well but fell near 
the end of his reign and led 
the people away from God. 
Jesus is the only perfect 
king , the sinless Son of God 
who was faithful to the 
Father, even enduring the 
cross to provide forgiveness 
and salvation for all who 
trust in Him.
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WHY ARE WE SOMETIMES FORGETFUL OF GOD’S KINDNESS IN OUR LIVES? WHY IS 
IT IMPORTANT TO NOT FORGET GOD’S KINDNESS TOWARD US? 
 

King Joash forgot the kindness he had received from Jehoiada. Remember, the priest 

had spared his life, housing him in secret as a young child. The priest made him king 

and removed his grandmother. The priest carried out the work for the collection and 

restoration of the temple. But Joash forgot and murdered Jehoiada’s son. Lest we 

think, “How could he forget?” we should consider how often we forget God’s kindness. 

Remember what God has done and live with gratitude toward Him.

WHAT MIGHT IT LOOK LIKE FOR YOU TO “DECIDE” TO DO WHAT YOU NEED TO DO 
FOR THE LORD (2 CHRON. 24:4)? 
 

As a young king, “After this Joash decided to restore the house of the Lord” 

(2 Chron. 24:4). This led to decisive action. When we take to heart the things God 

challenges us to do, we will take action. Joash acted with a sense of urgency, and we 

will too if we are truly taking God’s Word to heart.

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT NOT TO LOOK TO WHAT YOU’VE DONE IN THE PAST AS THE 
MEASURE OF YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD IN THE PRESENT? 
 

Joash started so well but finished so terribly. We can’t rest on our past successes in our 

relationship with God; we must press on to honor Him in the present. Perhaps you’ve 

had many great moments of faith over the last few years. That is great, but what you 

did yesterday won’t be enough to get you to the finish line well. We must live for God 

one day, one month, one year at a time. Don’t coast; run the race with perseverance.


