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THE FUTILITY 
OF IDOLATRY

DOCTRINE SESSION

MAIN POINT
 

God is greater than every idol.

ESSENTIAL DOCTRINE SIN AS IDOLATRY
Sin is not only a physical act of rebellion against God, such as lying 

or stealing, but it is also a matter of the heart. The physical displays 

of sin are the fruit of what has been birthed in the heart of a person 

(Matt. 15:10-20). In Scripture, idolatry usually refers to bowing down 

to a statue made of wood or gold, worshiping created things instead of 

the Creator. But idolatry can take on more subtle forms: a seeking of 

approval, security, power, pleasure, etc. We can diagnose the idolatry of 

our heart by examining the areas where the desires of our heart have 

turned into idolatrous demands (Jas. 4:1-2).

ESSENTIAL CONNECTION
Each generation of Israelite kings led the nation into deeper idolatry. Despite 

God’s repeated warnings through the prophets and demonstrations of His 

superiority over false gods, Israel persisted in its idolatry. The Lord alone is God; 

He alone can save. Idols are powerless substitutes for the Living God.

SCRIPTURE READING
ISAIAH 44:1-6  •  THE LORD IS THE ONLY GOD

ISAIAH 44:7-11  •  IDOLS CANNOT COMPARE TO GOD

ISAIAH 44:12-20  •  IDOLATRY IS FOOLISH
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Idols are any created things that get our worship. And really anything that gets 

the bulk of our time, attention, and affection can easily become an idol. It isn’t 

wrong to give time and attention to things other than God—things like family, 

sports, friendships, or school. These things become idols when we ascribe 

ultimate worth to them. But like any problem in our lives, if we can’t get to the 

root of it, then we can’t properly address the issue. 

All idolatry, no matter what form it takes, is rooted in a rejection of God. We begin 

to worship other things besides God. When we make our friends, or popularity, 

or being liked, or even our insecurities about ourselves the most important thing 

in our lives, we begin to put those things in place of God. Essentially, we are 

worshiping these things rather than God. And idols make for really lame “gods.” 

Idols will always leave us hanging, which is why we shouldn’t put our faith and 

trust in created things. We have to put our faith and trust in the Creator.

SUMMARY

• Anything can become an idol if it takes God’s place in our lives.

• It’s not bad to give other things attention, but they cannot have first place.

• Idols will never give us what we really need the most.

• Jesus is the only one who deserves our worship and faith.

WATCH & DISCUSS

WHAT GOOD THINGS CAN BECOME IDOLS IN OUR LIVES? 

HOW DO WE PREVENT EVEN IMPORTANT THINGS FROM BECOMING TOO IMPORTANT?

HOW MIGHT EXPECTING TOO MUCH FROM SOMEONE OR SOMETHING THAT CAN NEVER 
REPLACE GOD ACTUALLY DAMAGE OUR RELATIONSHIP TOWARD THAT PERSON OR THING?

DOCTRINE 
VIDEO

(Videos available for purchase at gospelproject.com/students)
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SCRIPTURE
READING

1.  THE LORD IS THE ONLY GOD

READ ISAIAH 44:1-6
MOST PEOPLE IN THE ANCIENT WORLD BELIEVED IN MULTIPLE GODS, HOW DOES 
ISAIAH CHALLENGE THAT THINKING? WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT FOR US?

Isaiah says there is one true God. The true God is the God of Jacob (see v. 5). 

Culture may insist all religions are valid, equally true, and lead to the same ending, 

but that is simply not what the Bible says. The Scriptures repeatedly claim that 

there is only one God and He has revealed Himself as the God of Abraham, Isaac, 

and Jacob.

WHAT DOES ISAIAH TELLS US ABOUT THE TRUE GOD? HOW SHOULD THIS 
INFORMATION ABOUT CHANGE OUR LIVES?

God is our maker. He created everything and formed each individual in the womb. 

He is a God who helps people (see v. 2), who chooses to love us (see v. 2), and 

wants to bless us (see v. 3). God is a protector and redeemer (see v. 6). He is a great 

God, one who is worthy of our love and devotion. Satan wants us to think God is 

unforgiving, harsh, and unkind. But Isaiah shows us a very different kind of God. 

He is good and is able to help us experience His goodness.

ENGAGE
OPTION

In an attempt to be healthier, sometimes we will make a substitute 
that is better for us than what we’d typically eat or drink. Share some 
substitutes you have tried before that simply could not compare to the 
real things. It may be vegan “meat” or a soda alternative. You may 
even consider bringing some kind of food and have a taste test. 

Sometimes, there is no substitute for the real thing. In today ’s session, 
we will see that there is no substitute for God. No idol can do what 
God can do or bless us the way that God can.

MAIN POINT

God is greater than  
every idol.
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BIBLICAL
COMMENTARY

ISAIAH 44:1-6
44:1-6. “This section was designed to create hope 

in the midst of uncertainty by reminding the 

prophet’s audience that there is only one God; 

there is no other Savior, King, Creator, Holy 

One, or Redeemer that controls their past or 

future history.”34

44:1-6. “The reason God gives himself to us so 

much is to prove that he is God. And because 

his goodness is of a spreading nature, he denies 

all other gods—not to diminish our joy but to 

intensify our joy in him as our Redeemer. If we 

can get past our prejudices and accept him as our 

self-existent, all-sufficient God, we are not robbed, 

we are enriched. It’s perfect. He gets the glory, we 

taste the joy.”35

ISAIAH 44:7-11 
44:7-11. “The gods are nothing because they are 

made by human ‘craftsmen.’ Such gods must 

fail their worshipers, putting them to ‘shame’ 

. . . How can something made by humans ever 

save humans?”36

44:7-11. “It’s idolatry, not God, that’s wearisome. 

But why does Isaiah keep coming back to the 

problem of idols? Because idols are the problem. 

‘The central theological principle of the Bible [is] 

the rejection of idolatry.’ Think about it. If there is 

only one God, and if we are not experiencing his 

reviving fullness, there is a reason. The reason is, 

idols are clogging the inflow of his refreshment. 

The exclusive reality of God forces the question of 

idolatry. We need to think about this because our 

world is crowded with idols.”37

ENGAGE
OPTION
Give each student a 
notecard and pen. 
Encourage them to reflect 
on their priorit ies. How do 
they spend their time? What 
has their attention? What do 
they love most? What are 
they most committed to?  
  
After a few minutes, ask 
them how they are serving 
or can serve God through 
their commitments and make 
sure their priorit ies are not 
misplaced. Sometimes in our 
lives, things can get out of 
order. Some things take the 
place only God deserves. 
But if we can begin to 
identify those things, maybe 
we can get them back 
in their proper place in 
our lives. 
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SCRIPTURE
READING

2. IDOLS CANNOT COMPARE TO GOD

READ ISAIAH 44:7-11
WHAT DISTINGUISHES GOD FROM IDOLS?

God is alive—and not only living, but also directing all of life. He knows the future 

(see vv. 7-8). He is able to bless, but idols bring no benefit (see v. 9). God is our 

maker; idols are made by humans. What is greater, the creator or the created? Of 

course, the Creator is greater, which is why it is irrational that humanity would 

worship something they made themselves.

WHAT EFFECT DOES IDOLATRY HAVE ON THE IDOLATER?

First, idolatry wastes the idolater’s life. We only have one short life on this earth. 

Second, Isaiah says idolatry brings shame three different times in these verses. 

When we give our worship to lesser things, it results in a bad conscience. We 

feel shame and regret. Worshiping God is a blessing, but worshiping idols is 

self-destructive.

3. IDOLATRY IS FOOLISH

READ ISAIAH 44:12-20
ACCORDING TO ISAIAH, WHY IS IDOLATRY FOOLISH? WHY DO WE SOMETIMES FAIL 
TO REALIZE THIS?

Isaiah explains how someone takes the same piece of wood and burns half of it 

while worshiping the other half. Of course, both halves are exactly the same. The 

idol is no more a real god than the firewood. Worshiping created things as you 

would the creator turns out to be incredibly foolish.

WHY DO PEOPLE WORSHIP THINGS OTHER THAN GOD? WHAT DO WE THINK WE 
WILL GET OUT OF DOING THIS?

At face value, worshiping something that you have created yourself is foolish. It 

makes no sense to take what you have made with your own hands and make it your 

god. So why do people fall into the trap of idolatry? Deception. We are deceived into 

thinking that this idol, whatever it may be, can do what only God can do for us. We 

think, “This can make me happy,” “This can heal my emotional wounds,” and so on. 

We long for those things so deeply that we will turn to almost anything to get them. 

But it only leads to more pain, regret, loneliness, and other consequences.

MAIN POINT

God is greater than  
every idol.
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BIBLICAL
COMMENTARY

ISAIAH 44:12-20 
44:12-20. “In 40:12, 22 God stretches out a line to 

mark off the breadth of the heavens, but in this 

text, the idols are made by a man who stretches 

out a short line to make the outline of the idol. In 

addition, God is glorious, and he displays his glory 

for all to see, but idols have no glory.”38

44:12-20. “The topic changes in 44:14–17 from 

the details of constructing the idol to the initial 

process of getting the wood used to make an idol-

god. This procedure will show how senseless it is 

to trust in objects of wood. How can one part of 

a tree be considered worthless and consequently 

burned to keep someone warm while another part 

of the tree is honored as a god?”39

44:12-20. “Ironically, people even today put very 

high value on some of the inanimate objects they 

own. They believe these objects can save them 

by giving them a high status in social situations, 

leverage in economic transactions, real security 

for the future, and importance in the eyes of 

others. They are not called ‘gods’ today and they 

often are not made of wood, but they are objects 

of great desire.”40

44:12-20. “It is always hard for people to see 

their own faults and the illogical thinking that 

goes into justifying their senseless beliefs and 

behavior patterns. Part of the reason why the 

idol worshipers never figured out that these gods 

of wood were worthless is that they were blindly 

following accepted cultural patterns of behavior 

and did not spend the time to meditate or consider 

the implications of what they were doing (44:19).”41

BIG
QUESTION
IS THERE ONLY ONE TRUE 
RELIGION?

The world is full of many 
religions and various beliefs 
about God. But are all 
religions true? The main 
hurdle is that different 
religions make very different 
claims about God, humanity, 
sin, and salvation. All 
religions do not agree that 
there is a personal God, that 
there is only one God, and 
so on. They disagree about 
the nature of good and evil. 
Different religions agree 
neither on the problem nor 
on the solution. For those 
reasons, all religions cannot 
be true. But Jesus gives the 
most satisfying answers to 
those fundamental questions:  
about God, humanity, good 
and evil, salvation, and 
more. There is only one true 
God, and His name is Jesus.
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H A N D S

H E A RT

H E A D

CHRIST
CONNECTION

Idolatry reveals the 
foolishness and brokenness 
of the human heart and the 
helplessness of anyone to 
be right with God. Christ 
came to reveal the one 
true God to all people 
and to conquer all forms 
of idolatry. All who have 
trusted in Christ have been 
given a new heart , one 
that can rightly love and 
worship God.
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WHAT ARE SOME POTENTIAL IDOLS WE FACE TODAY? 
 

An idol is anything that takes priority over God in your life. Even if we aren’t bowing 

down to a piece of wood, we do elevate things to an improper place in our lives. It may 

be a hobby, sport, job, relationship, or device. Try to identify things that we use to gain 

happiness or fill a void that only God can fill.

HOW CAN WE LOVE GOD ABOVE ANY CREATED THING? WHAT IS ONE STEP YOU 
COULD TAKE THIS WEEK TOWARD LOVING GOD MORE? 
 

The first step to loving God with all your heart is to receive His amazing love for you. 

“We love because he first loved us” (1 John 4:19). When we realize His unconditional 

love for us, our love for Him will begin to grow. But if our time, energy, and attention 

are always spent on created things, we will never love God as we ought to. We must take 

the time to seek the Lord and know Him more in order to love Him more.

HOW MIGHT YOU USE YOUR GIFTS, TALENTS, OR EVEN YOUR INTERESTS TO 
WORSHIP GOD AND POINT PEOPLE TOWARD HIM? 
 

We’ve looked at how we create idols to replace God, but we can create things to worship 

God too. We don’t just want to avoid making idols, we want to do all we can to worship 

God with our hearts, souls, minds, and strength. We do this regularly by making music 

to praise God, but that’s just one way. When we use our minds and creativity to bear 

God’s image—to reflect our Creator—God is worshiped in every sphere of life: school, 

sports, relationships, and more.
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