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ISAIAH 22:8-14  •  THE LORD JUDGES THE WICKED

8 He has taken away the covering of Judah. In that day you looked to the weapons 
of the House of the Forest, 9 and you saw that the breaches of the city of David were 
many. You collected the waters of the lower pool, 10 and you counted the houses of 
Jerusalem, and you broke down the houses to fortify the wall. 11 You made a reservoir 
between the two walls for the water of the old pool. But you did not look to him who 
did it, or see him who planned it long ago. 12 In that day the Lord God of hosts called 
for weeping and mourning, for baldness and wearing sackcloth; 13 and behold, joy and 
gladness, killing oxen and slaughtering sheep, eating flesh and drinking wine. “Let us 
eat and drink,for tomorrow we die.” 14 The Lord of hosts has revealed himself in my 
ears: “Surely this iniquity will not be atoned for you until you die,” says the Lord God 
of hosts.

ISAIAH 25:1-5  •  THE LORD RESCUES THE WEAK

1 O Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you; I will praise your name, for you have done 
wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 2 For you have made the city 
a heap, the fortified city a ruin; the foreigners’ palace is a city no more; it will never be 
rebuilt. 3 Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will fear you. 
4 For you have been a stronghold to the poor, a stronghold to the needy in his distress, a 
shelter from the storm and a shade from the heat; for the breath of the ruthless is like a 
storm against a wall, 5 like heat in a dry place. You subdue the noise of the foreigners; as 
heat by the shade of a cloud, so the song of the ruthless is put down.

ISAIAH 30:18-22  •  THE LORD RESTORES THE WAYWARD

18 Therefore the Lord waits to be gracious to you, and therefore he exalts himself to 
show mercy to you. For the Lord is a God of justice; blessed are all those who wait 
for him. 19 For a people shall dwell in Zion, in Jerusalem; you shall weep no more. 
He will surely be gracious to you at the sound of your cry. As soon as he hears it, he 
answers you. 20 And though the Lord give you the bread of adversity and the water of 
affliction, yet your Teacher will not hide himself anymore, but your eyes shall see your 
Teacher. 21 And your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, “This is the way, walk 
in it,” when you turn to the right or when you turn to the left. 22 Then you will defile 
your carved idols overlaid with silver and your gold-plated metal images. You will 
scatter them as unclean things. You will say to them, “Be gone!”
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MAIN POINT
 
Jesus can restore what our sin has broken.
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GHOSTED
SUPPLIES LIST 
NO SUPPLIES NEEDED.

Some people struggle to reply to text messages and DMs. It may be 

accidental or intentional. Share with your group how good or bad you 

may be at texting back. If they have phones themselves, ask them if they 

reply promptly or not. 

When you stop replying to someone, it’s called “ghosting” them. In 

today’s session, we find that God never ghosts His people. When we call 

out to Him, He hears and responds with mercy and forgiveness.

INTRO OPTION 1

PARENT NOTE
SUPPLIES LIST 
PUZZLE.

Bring a puzzle to your group. Talk about how God made us whole, but sin 

breaks us. It fractures our life into many pieces. It can break life apart so 

much that we can hardly see what we were meant to be anymore.

But God can restore us. He can put the pieces back together so we can be 

whole. We can display the image of Christ as we were originally intended 

to. In today’s session, we will see how God restored Israel when sin had 

broken their kingdom and lives apart.

INTRO OPTION 2
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SCRIPTURE
READING

Jesus can restore what our 
sin has broken.

MAIN POINT

1.  THE LORD JUDGES THE WICKED

READ ISAIAH 22:8-14
After centuries of rebelling against the Lord and worshiping idols, Jerusalem 

was entering into a time of judgment. Much like when a parent gives numerous 

warnings that eventually lead to consequences, so Israel had been warned many 

times before facing consequences. God had sent prophet after prophet, warning 

them to return to the Lord. But they hardened their hearts and persisted in their 

idolatry. Just as God had used Israel as an instrument of judgment against Canaan, 

now surrounding kingdoms would be God’s instruments of judgment against Judah.

HOW DID JUDAH RESPOND TO THE COMING JUDGMENT? HOW SHOULD THEY  
HAVE RESPONDED?

As they faced the prospects of judgment, Judah pushed aside the opportunity to 

humble themselves. Rather than seek God’s forgiveness, they continued headlong in 

their sin. They said, “Let’s eat and drink, for tomorrow we die!” (v. 13). When their 

situation called for fasting and weeping, they responded with feasting and partying.

WHO DID THEY NOT CONSIDER IN THEIR ACTIONS? HOW CAN YOU CONSIDER GOD 
AS YOU PROCESS DECISIONS AND MAKE CHOICES EVERY DAY?

Isaiah said Judah did not consider God in their decisions (see v. 11). It was as if 

He wasn’t even a part of the equation for them. It is so important that we factor 

God into our daily decisions. What would please Him? What would honor Him? 

How might this decision affect my relationship with Christ? How might this action 

help or hurt my witness for God? We should always consider God. As Paul wrote, 

“Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men” (Col. 3:23).

2. THE LORD RESCUES THE WEAK

READ ISAIAH 25:1-5
HOW DID ISAIAH RESPOND TO GOD’S JUSTICE? WHY? 

Isaiah worshiped the Lord for His justice. He said, “I will exalt you; I will praise your 

name” (v. 1). God had done what He promised to do. He acted with faithfulness and 

came to the defense of the weak and needy. God’s judgment corresponded with a 

kind of salvation: judgment against the evil doers, but rescue for their victims. 
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ISAIAH 22:8-14
22:8-14. “The people of Jerusalem began to trust in 

their own strength and military preparation (vv. 

8b–11b), rather than trusting completely in God 

(vv. 11b, cf. 30:1–5; 31:1–3). These verses became an 

indictment of the people’s foolish ways.”11

22:8-14. “Isaiah’s audience in Jerusalem seemed 

to ignore God, his power to save them, and his 

purpose in history. Political decisions were based 

more on finding allies (Egypt in 30:1–5 or Babylon 

in 39:1–8) or making very good preparations for 

war (22:8b–11a), rather than looking to God for 

wisdom and deliverance.”12

22:8-14. “Their attitude was: ‘No problems, be 

happy. Enjoy life today, it may be your last party.’ 

This was an unbelievable attitude . . . If the people 

of Jerusalem would not recognize their sinfulness 

and seek atonement, there was absolutely no 

hope for them. All their preparations would come 

to nothing but death if the people refuse to trust 

in God.”13

22:8-14. “It is a time for bitter repentance and 

for pleading with God for mercy. It is a time for 

careful self-reflection and for amending their ways 

where those ways have varied from God’s ways.”14

ISAIAH 25:1-5
25:1-5. “Nothing is outside the plan or power 

of God; no evil power or circumstances will 

interfere with God’s accomplishment of his will for 

his people.”15

BIG
QUESTION

WHY SHOULD I KEEP 
LIVING FOR GOD WHEN 
I SEE THE WICKED 
PROSPERING? 

It is difficult to stay faithful 
to God when you see the 
wicked prospering. You 
may question God’s plan 
and wonder if it will be 
worth it to keep following 
Christ . But passages like 
Isaiah 22 and 25 remind us 
that rebellion against God 
will have consequences. Sin 
never pays off in the end. 
The short-term gains will 
be undone by judgment. 
Press on through the doubts, 
knowing God will reward the 
righteous forever. Another 
great passage to read when 
you’re struggling with this 
idea is Psalm 73.
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SCRIPTURE
READING Jesus can restore what our 

sin has broken.

MAIN POINT

The apostle Paul described the second coming of Christ in the same way: “God 

considers it just to repay with affliction those who afflict you, and to grant relief to 

you who are afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven 

with his mighty angels” (2 Thess. 1:6-7).

WHAT SHOULD WE DO WHEN IT SEEMS LIKE EVIL IS WINNING? 

Sometimes in life, it appears that evil is winning. It is hard to persevere in doing 

good when it seems that doing evil would turn out better for you. But that kind of 

thinking is the trap of Satan. Christians have been given the task of overcoming 

evil with good (see Rom. 12:21). Passages like Isaiah 25 remind us that good will 

triumph and God will reward those who have suffered for doing well. “Therefore 

let those who suffer according to God’s will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator 

while doing good” (1 Pet. 4:19).

3. THE LORD RESTORES THE WAYWARD

READ ISAIAH 30:18-22
HOW DID ISAIAH RESPOND TO GOD’S HEART TOWARD HIS PEOPLE? HOW SHOULD 
GOD’S HEART TOWARD HIS PEOPLE INFLUENCE US? HOW SHOULD GOD’S HEART 
TOWARD HIS PEOPLE INFLUENCE US?

God was eager to show them mercy and compassion. It is God’s delight to redeem 

and restore. Isaiah said, “As soon as he hears it, he answers you” (v. 19). It’s as if 

God is waiting right next to the phone, ready to pick up on the first ring. That’s how 

quick His heart is to forgive. God’s mercy is always one humble prayer away, no 

matter how far you may have walked away from Him.

BEYOND FORGIVENESS, WHAT DOES ISAIAH SAY GOD WILL GIVE YOU WHEN YOU 
TURN TO HIM? WHY IS THIS GOOD NEWS FOR US?

Isaiah wrote, “your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, ‘This is the way, walk 

in it’” (v. 21). God doesn’t just give us grace; He also gives us direction. He will lead 

you to the path of life and show you the way of wisdom. If you walk with God, you 

will have what you need to navigate the decisions of life, big and small.
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25:1-5. “In the time of their persecution and 

weakness, God mercifully will become a “refuge, 

stronghold” of protection for those who could not 

protect themselves.”16

ISAIAH 30:18-22 
30:18-22. “The book of Isaiah makes it clear 

that judgment and destruction are never God’s 

intended last words. Rather, he intends that those 

harsh words will pave the way for the happier 

words of hope and redemption.”17

30:18-22. “God will not totally give up on his 

people but will even now begin to inaugurate his 

wonderfully gracious plan to compassionately and 

justly deal with those who will choose to wait on 

him (30:18) and listen to his words.”18

30:18-22. “His presence will be seen, for he will 

be active among them, instructing in the way 

they should walk. This pictures God, the teacher, 

giving moral instruction to his people with his 

own voice (cf. 2:2–4; Ps 25:8–14) so that they will 

stay out of trouble. The Lord will gently teach his 

disciples in “the way” of God, instructing them in 

the disciplines of godliness so they will not turn 

in any other moral directions (right or left). This 

reminds one of God’s original instructions for his 

people to follow his instructions (Deut 5:32–33; 

17:19–20; Josh 1:7–8; 23:6–7).”19

ESSENTIAL
DOCTRINE

GOD IS JUST

God establishes standards 
for His moral creatures that 
are in accordance with His 
righteousness, and His moral 
creatures will be judged 
according to those righteous 
standards (Lev. 11 :44-45; 
Rom. 2:5-11; 2 Cor. 5:10). It 
would be an injustice if 
God were not to uphold His 
righteousness, for such a 
failure would require God 
to violate His own righteous 
character. Since humanity has 
sinned by failing to live up 
to God’s righteous standards, 
God has taken it upon Himself 
to make provision by being 
both just and the justif ier of 
those who place their faith in 
Christ (Rom. 3:25-26).
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H A N D S

H E A RT

H E A D

CHRIST
CONNECTION

God is righteous to judge 
the iniquity of humanity as 
we deserve, but He is also 
merciful , providing a means 
of escape from the coming 
judgment—an escape we do 
not deserve. All who trust in 
Jesus are saved from their 
sins and declared righteous 
before God.
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WHAT’S WRONG WITH THE THINKING, “WELL, I’M ALREADY IN TROUBLE, SO I MIGHT 
AS WELL KEEP GOING”? 
 

Judah’s attitude was, “Judgment is inevitable now, so we might as well live it up.” Satan 

wants you to share those same thoughts. When you do what you know is wrong, when 

you know you have crossed the line, humble yourself and turn back. You will never 

regret turning back to the Lord with godly sorrow rather than hardening your heart 

with pride.

HOW DOES GOD’S JUSTICE GIVE US COMFORT AND HOPE? WHAT IS ONE WAY YOU 
COULD SHARE COMFORT OR HOPE WITH SOMEONE THIS WEEK? 
 

We can be comforted in the hope that God will do what is just. The evil in the world 

will not persist forever, and those who get away with evil in the present will one day 

stand before God. God will also vindicate people who suffer for doing good. When you 

are confident in God’s justice, you will gain the courage to persevere in doing good and 

resisting evil in the world.

HOW CAN WE HEAR GOD’S VOICE AND WALK IN HIS WAYS? 
 

God has spoken through the Holy Scriptures. If we want to hear God’s voice, then 

we need to open His Word and study it. As we do so, God will give us wisdom and 

understanding. We will develop the moral judgment needed to walk in righteousness. As 

we walk closely with God, we will sense the Holy Spirit’s direction in our own conscience 

saying, “This is the way, walk in it” (Isa. 30:21).


