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GOD’S IMAGE 
IN THE NATIONS

DOCTRINE SESSION

MAIN POINT
 

God made you with value and purpose.

ESSENTIAL DOCTRINE IMAGE OF GOD IN HUMANITY
The image of God in humanity is understood as mirroring God’s attributes 

in our nature, actions, and relational capacities. In Jesus, we see the true 

image of God. He perfectly mirrors God’s attributes, fulfills God’s will, and 

enjoys a perfect relationship with the Father. The Bible continues to speak 

of the image of God in humanity even after our fall into sin, even though 

our ability to rightly reflect God has been marred.

ESSENTIAL CONNECTION
As we learned in the story of Jonah, God loves all people and sends His 

church to all nations. As we saw from Nahum and in the story of Zedekiah 

(see 2 Chron. 36), humanity does not live as God intended and deserves 

judgment. But God sent Jesus to redeem us from the punishment of sin and 

tranform us into His image forever.

SCRIPTURE READING
GENESIS 5:1-2; PSALM 139:13-16  •  ALL PEOPLE ARE MADE IN GOD’S IMAGE

LUKE 10:25-37  •  ALL PEOPLE ARE VALUED BECAUSE THEY ARE MADE IN THE 
IMAGE OF GOD

2 CORINTHIANS 3:17-18  •  ALL BELIEVERS ARE BEING TRANSFORMED INTO 
THE IMAGE OF CHRIST
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From the first chapter of the Bible, God makes His intentions for humanity very 

clear: to make humans in His image and likeness to steward all the things He 

created. Every single one of us has been made in the image of God. God made us 

in His likeness to create like Him, to love like Him, and to bring light to the world 

around us like He does. He knew us before we knew ourselves and planned for us 

to do good on the earth. All people are made in the image of God—every single 

person, whether they believe in God or not. And being created in the image of God 

means that you automatically have value before you’re even born. God has created 

everyone as His masterpiece.

But we don’t always live like that’s true, do we? I think about all of the 

horrible things that have happened in our world around racism, poverty, and 

homelessness, and how we can treat people as if they don’t have any value. It 

reminds us of the parable of the good Samaritan. Many people passed by, avoiding 

the hurting man on the side of the road. But the Samaritan cared enough to help 

him. Jesus treated us the same way. Our relationship with God was broken. But 

Jesus saw us broken and hurting and didn’t just pass by like the priest or the 

Levite. He healed our wounds, He took care of us, and He sacrificed for us. If we 

believe in Him, we will be made new, made whole, and transformed into the image 

of the One who saved us. So when God sees us, He sees His Son.

SUMMARY

• God made humanity in His image and likeness.

• He loved each one of us before we were even born.

• We don’t bear God’s image well because of sin.

• Jesus restores us and makes us more like Him.

WATCH & DISCUSS

WHY SHOULD WE VALUE EVERYONE REGARDLESS OF STATUS OR BACKGROUND? 

WHAT KEEPS US FROM DISPLAYING GOD’S IMAGE TO OTHERS?

HOW DOES JESUS RESTORE GOD’S IMAGE IN US?

DOCTRINE 
VIDEO

(Videos available for purchase at gospelproject.com/students)
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SCRIPTURE
READING

1.  ALL PEOPLE ARE MADE IN GOD’S IMAGE

READ GENESIS 5:1-2; PSALM 139:13-16
HOW ARE HUMANS DIFFERENT FROM OTHER THINGS AND CREATURES GOD MADE? 
WHAT ARE SOME IMPLICATIONS OF THIS FOR US?

God created humans as special creatures, distinct from the rest of creation. We 

were made “in the likeness of God” (Gen. 5:1). But God is Spirit, so it’s not about 

our physical bodies so much as it is about our spirit. No other creature is a morally 

responsible being. Humans were created as God’s representatives in the world and 

have a special relationship to our Creator. Each one of us is made by God, and we 

are accountable to Him for how we live.

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO KNOW THAT GOD DIDN’T JUST MAKE HUMANITY, HE 
MADE YOU?

In Psalm 139, David described God as a tailor, carefully knitting each person 

together in their mother’s womb. Satan wants you to think God doesn’t see or care 

about you as an individual. Surely, God isn’t focused on individuals when He has an 

entire world to rule, right? Wrong. Leaders, try to make eye contact with students 

as you tell them they matter to God. Each one of your students matters to God. 

They are valuable to God, handmade by their Creator, formed in His very image.  

He has a plan for each one of them.

ENGAGE
OPTION

Give each student a notecard and pen. Challenge them to make a list 
of people they need to befriend or serve. The people on this list cannot 
be in their friend group. Rather, they need to be people they might not 
normally interact with. Encourage them to set a deadline and discuss 
how things went a few weeks from now.

What do they plan to do? How will those actions show someone Christ ’s 
love like the Good Samaritan? How will serving them or reaching out to 
them help them see their value?

MAIN POINT

God made you with value  
and purpose.
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BIBLICAL
COMMENTARY

GEN. 5:1-2; PS. 139:13-16
5:1-2. “By imitating [Genesis] 1:27–28, the author 

ties the significance of the genealogy to creation 

theology, where human life stands in the 

descent of God (cf. “sons of God,” 6:2) and is the 

preeminent recipient of God’s blessing.”22

139:13-16. “The science of anatomy was quite 

unknown to [David]; and yet he had seen enough 

to [awaken] his admiration of the work and his 

reverence for the Worker.”23

139:13-16. “The psalmist’s intricate anatomy points 

him to the amazing Creator, and seeing God’s 

wonderful craftsmanship in his body prompts the 

psalmist to praise him.”24

LUKE 10:25-37
10:25-37. “Jesus deliberately chose an outsider, 

and a hated one at that, for his hero in order to 

indicate that being a neighbor is not a matter of 

nationality or race.”25

10:25-37. “The ten northern tribes formed a nation 

known variously as Israel, Ephraim, or (after the 

capital city built by Omri) Samaria. In 722 b.c. 

Samaria fell to the Assyrians, and the leading 

citizens were exiled and dispersed throughout the 

Assyrian Empire. Non-Jewish peoples were then 

brought into Samaria. Intermarriage resulted, and 

the ‘rebels’ became ‘half-breeds’ in the eyes of the 

Southern Kingdom of Judea. (Jews comes from 

the term Judea.)”26

ENGAGE
OPTION
Assign students to pairs. 
Give each pair two markers 
or pencils and two pieces 
of paper. Invite one student 
to draw on a piece of 
paper attached to the back 
of the other student. The 
other student has to feel the 
movement of their partner ’s 
pen and try to copy them 
on their own piece of paper. 
If they ’re really in sync, 
they ’ll hopefully end up with 
similar pictures, but if not , it 
can be pretty funny.

In today ’s session , we will 
see that humanity was made 
in God’s image. But like 
some of their drawings, we 
don’t always look like Jesus. 
Sin keeps us from showing 
others what God is really 
like, but through Christ , we 
can display God’s image to 
the world. 
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SCRIPTURE
READING

2. ALL PEOPLE ARE VALUED BECAUSE THEY ARE MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD

READ LUKE 10:25-37
HOW DID THE GOOD SAMARITAN VALUE THE STRANGER?

The Good Samaritan went out of his way to take care of someone he didn’t even 

know. He may have been able to think of many reasons not to help: too busy, 

too risky, too much work, and so on. But he didn’t. Why? Because each person 

is valuable. The Good Samaritan shows us how to love in deed. His actions 

demonstrated that he valued the stranger in need. We must express our love for 

others through helping and serving them.

HOW CAN WE SHOW PEOPLE THAT THEY ARE VALUABLE? TO US? TO GOD?

There is nothing more important to do in life than to love God and love people like 

He does. No task, assignment, job, hobby, money; nothing is more valuable than the 

people that we encounter throughout our days. We should go out of our way to love 

others. It is not always convenient or easy to love people. People are messy and 

complicated. But we should prioritize people with our time, emotions, and by the 

way we treat them.

3. ALL BELIEVERS ARE BEING TRANSFORMED INTO THE IMAGE OF CHRIST

READ 2 CORINTHIANS 3:17-18
WHY DO WE NEED TO BECOME MORE FREE FROM SIN IF WE WANT TO SHOW 
OTHERS WHAT JESUS IS LIKE?

We cannot show the world what Jesus is like when we are in spiritual bondage. 

Jesus is the perfect human. He obeyed God’s law without fail and showed us how 

to love our neighbor. But when we are bound by pride, envy, greed, and the like, we 

are not looking like Christ. Spiritual freedom enables us to lay those sins aside and 

take on the character of Jesus more and more.

WHY IS STUDYING THE SCRIPTURES KEY TO BECOMING MORE LIKE JESUS?

Jesus has been revealed to us through the Scriptures. We cannot know what Jesus 

is like apart from what God has told us through His Word. So, if we want to be more 

like Jesus, we must seek to know Him more through the Bible. Discuss various 

strategies for reading the Bible more consistently. Push the Daily Discipleship Guide 

and consider encouraging your students to start a messaging group discussing 

what they got out of the devotion each day.

MAIN POINT

God made you with value  
and purpose.



109 

BIBLICAL
COMMENTARY

10:25-37. “Jesus and Luke sought to illustrate 

that the love of one’s neighbor must transcend 

all natural or human boundaries such as 

race, nationality, religion, and economic or 

educational status.”27

2 CORINTHIANS 3:17-18
3:17-18. “Christ, however, is the image of God (4:4; 

Rom 8:29; Col 1:15), and we have the privilege to 

see the glory of God in the face of Christ (4:6; 

cp. John 14:9). Therefore, Christ mirrors God 

for believers.”28

3:17-18. “We can never encounter God and remain 

unchanged. Beholding this glory affects our 

transformation as we are changed into a veritable 

likeness of him. In 1 Cor 11:7 Paul calls man ‘the 

image and glory of God’ (see Gen 1:26–27; 5:1; Wis 

2:23; Sir 17:3). The fall tarnished that image and 

glory, but not irreparably. Now it is being restored. 

This transformation is brought about through 

Christ as the image into whom the believers are to 

grow (Eph 4:24).”29

BIG
QUESTION
WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO 
BELIEVE EVERY PERSON 
IS MADE IN THE IMAGE 
OF GOD?

When we fail to understand 
that every person is created 
in God’s image, we open the 
door for all kinds of evil: 
violence, racism, sexism, and 
so on. When someone’s value 
is not based on their skill 
or social standing but on 
their humanity itself, then we 
can treat each person with 
the dignity and care they 
are worthy of. The image 
of God in humanity is the 
doctrinal foundation for all 
equality, given to all without 
distinction or exception.
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H A N D S

H E A RT

H E A D

CHRIST
CONNECTION

While all of humanity is 
made in the image of 
God, that image is marred 
by sin. Jesus, who is the 
perfect image of God (being 
God Himself ), laid down 
His life so that this image 
might be restored. Whoever 
trusts in Jesus has been 
given new life and a new 
identity and experiences 
being transformed into 
Christ ’s image.
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HOW MIGHT THE IMAGE OF GOD HELP US OVERCOME SELF-DEFEATING THOUGHTS? 
 

Satan tries to convince us that we are worthless, meaningless, failures, and more. When 

you know your value is not based on your performance, but on your identity as a human 

being, then Satan’s lies cannot have as much power over your thinking. Nothing a 

student achieves or fails to achieve will every change the way they are loved and valued 

by God.

WHY MIGHT WE STRUGGLE TO LOVE PEOPLE WHO ARE DIFFERENT? WHAT IS ONE 
WAY YOU COULD LOVE SOMEONE DIFFERENT FROM YOU THIS WEEK? 
 

People tend to be uncomfortable with others who are not like them. It could be different 

interests, personalities, skills, ethnicities, and so on. But God calls us to love all people. 

Challenge your students to go out of their way to make a relationship with or show love 

to someone who is somehow different from them.

WHAT ARE SOME KEY AREAS (LOVE, PATIENCE, FORGIVENESS, PURITY, ETC.) 
WHERE WE NEED TO BECOME MORE LIKE CHRIST? 
 

Paul said that we “are being transformed” (2 Cor. 3:18). It’s an ongoing process, and 

none of us have arrived. Part of becoming more like Jesus is recognizing where we still 

need transformation and growth. We don’t want this to be a time where we are pointing 

out others’ flaws, but we should reflect on our own growth needs and be honest about 

where we are in our journey.
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