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2 CHRONICLES 36:11-14  •  JUDAH REFUSES GOD’S WAYS

11 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he began to reign, and he reigned 
eleven years in Jerusalem. 12 He did what was evil in the sight of the Lord 
his God. He did not humble himself before Jeremiah the prophet, who spoke 
from the mouth of the Lord. 13 He also rebelled against King Nebuchadnezzar, 
who had made him swear by God. He stiffened his neck and hardened his 
heart against turning to the Lord, the God of Israel. 14 All the officers of the 
priests and the people likewise were exceedingly unfaithful, following all the 
abominations of the nations. And they polluted the house of the Lord that he 
had made holy in Jerusalem.

2 CHRONICLES 36:15-16  •  JUDAH REJECTS GOD’S WORD

15 The Lord, the God of their fathers, sent persistently to them by his 
messengers, because he had compassion on his people and on his dwelling 
place. 16 But they kept mocking the messengers of God, despising his words 
and scoffing at his prophets, until the wrath of the Lord rose against his 
people, until there was no remedy.

2 CHRONICLES 36:17-21  •  JUDAH EXPERIENCES GOD’S JUDGMENT

17 Therefore he brought up against them the king of the Chaldeans, who killed 
their young men with the sword in the house of their sanctuary and had no 
compassion on young man or virgin, old man or aged. He gave them all into 
his hand. 18 And all the vessels of the house of God, great and small, and the 
treasures of the house of the Lord, and the treasures of the king and of his 
princes, all these he brought to Babylon. 19 And they burned the house of God 
and broke down the wall of Jerusalem and burned all its palaces with fire and 
destroyed all its precious vessels. 20 He took into exile in Babylon those who 
had escaped from the sword, and they became servants to him and to his sons 
until the establishment of the kingdom of Persia, 21 to fulfill the word of the 
Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed its Sabbaths. All 
the days that it lay desolate it kept Sabbath, to fulfill seventy years.

GOD’S JUDGMENT 
THROUGH THE NATIONS

MAIN POINT
 
Stubbornness keeps us from experiencing God’s grace.
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WARNING
SUPPLIES LIST 
NO SUPPLIES NEEDED.

Have you ever put something together without reading the instructions 

or heeding the warning label? Share a time when you have done that or 

look up interesting stories where people ignored the warning label. You 

might even search out a funny video online. Try to have fun with it, but 

make sure the stories are appropriate. 

In today’s session, Judah and its kings had failed to heed God’s 

warnings. He sent many prophets, like Jeremiah, but they would not 

listen. Let’s see what we can learn from their story.

INTRO OPTION 1

HOUSE OF CARDS
SUPPLIES LIST 
2 OR 3 DECKS OF CARDS.

Bring a few decks of cards and pass them out to your group. Group 

students into teams and see who can build the best house or building. 

Discuss how they had to be careful because they understood how easily 

it could fall over.

In today’s session, Jerusalem falls. Its leaders were reckless. They failed 

to see how fragile the safety and security of the city truly were. Rather 

than listening to God’s warnings, they made choices that brought their 

city to ruin.

INTRO OPTION 2
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SCRIPTURE
READING

Stubbornness keeps us from 
experiencing God’s grace.

MAIN POINT

1.  JUDAH REFUSES GOD’S WAYS

READ 2 CHRONICLES 36:11-14
Zedekiah’s father was King Josiah, who died in a battle with the Egyptians. His older 

brother, Jehoiakim, was king when Babylon first sieged Jerusalem. When Jehoiakim 

was killed, his son reigned after him for only three months before the Babylonians 

installed Zedekiah as king of Judah. Judah became a state of the Babylonian 

empire, but its evil leaders would bring the city to ruin.

HOW DID ZEDEKIAH AND THE LEADERS OF JERUSALEM FAIL? WHAT CAN WE LEARN 
FROM THEIR FAILURES?

Zedekiah hardened his heart, refusing to turn back to the Lord. “He did what was 

evil in the sight of the Lord” (v. 12), which had repeatedly been a way of referring 

to the idolatry of the kings since the time of Solomon. They even used the temple 

for idolatrous worship. Judah became like the nations Joshua had defeated in the 

conquest. Soon, Jerusalem would be destroyed just as they had been.

HOW CAN WE AVOID SPIRITUAL FAILURE LIKE THAT OF ZEDEKIAH AND THE 
LEADERS OF JERUSALEM?

It seems that Zedekiah had plenty of opportunities to turn to God, but he refused to 

humble himself. We also have opportunities to course-correct and obey God. But we 

must first be willing to humble ourselves. God had sent Jeremiah to Zedekiah, but for 

us, it may be a parent, coach, teacher, or another authority figure. Will we be humble 

and listen to them? Or will we harden our hearts against returning to the Lord?

2. JUDAH REJECTS GOD’S WORD

READ 2 CHRONICLES 36:15-16
HOW DID GOD INITIALLY RESPOND TO JUDAH’S SIN? WHY? 

God had compassion toward His people, wanting to see them return to His law 

rather than suffer judgment. The passage says God sent messengers “persistently” 

(v. 15). God was persistent and patient over a long period of time.
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BIBLICAL
COMMENTARY

2 CHRONICLES 36:11-14
36:11-14. “The Babylonians sacked the city 

of Nineveh in 612 b.c. and then deposed the 

remnants of the Assyrian political establishment 

from Haran in 610 b.c. Thus Assyria’s reign of 

terror in the ancient Near East came to an end  

. . . The Babylonian armies of Nabopolassar and 

his son Nebuchadnezzar met Pharaoh Neco at 

Carchemish in 605 b.c. and routed the Egyptians. 

A short time later they dealt the Egyptians a 

second and more costly defeat near Hamath. 

The death of Nabopolassar and the accession 

of Nebuchadnezzar as king of Babylonia in 604 

b.c. mark the emergence of a new superpower in 

ancient Mesopotamia.”16

36:11-14. “Zedekiah did not ‘humble’ himself 

before the prophet Jeremiah, God’s messenger 

(cf. 7:14). But it was not only Zedekiah who failed 

to humble himself. The whole nation behaved 

in the same way (vv. 15–16; cf. Jer 37:2) . . . Not 

only did Zedekiah display disloyal and unfaithful 

attitudes and responses, but all the leaders of 

the priests and the people behaved in the same 

way. In Zedekiah, the people had the kind of king 

they deserved.”17

2 CHRONICLES 36:15-16 
36:15-16. “The root cause of the exile is 

summarized in these verses. In the parable of 

the ‘wicked tenants,’ Jesus spoke of the owner of 

the vineyard sending slave after slave in vain to 

collect his due share. Perhaps Jesus had this or 

similar verses in mind.”18

BIG
QUESTION

WHAT IS THE 
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
GOD’S JUDGMENT AND 
HIS DISCIPLINE? 

God disciplines His children , 
just as any good parent 
would (see Heb. 12:5-7). 
He may, at times, allow 
us to experience the 
consequences of our 
bad decisions. But God’s 
discipline is not judgment. 
Discipline is meant to 
teach and shape us, while 
judgment is meant to punish. 
Discipline is meant to 
teach and shape us, while 
judgment brings separation. 
In judgment , God allows 
us to follow after our false 
gods (Rom. 1:26) which is a 
fate far worse than feeling 
the consequences of our 
sin. Jesus took our eternal 
punishment for sin at the 
cross. Christians will all give 
an account for our lives, but 
we will not experience the 
condemnation of judgment.
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SCRIPTURE
READING Stubbornness keeps us from 

experiencing God’s grace.

MAIN POINT

HOW DID JUDAH RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD?

Judah mocked God’s messengers. They despised the word of the Lord, refusing to 

listen. Despite God’s patience and compassion, Judah continued down its rebellious 

path. Because of their hardened hearts and refusal to listen to God’s Word, “there 

was no remedy” (v. 16). When we will not respect and respond to God’s Word, there 

is simply no remedy for our spiritual problems.

3. JUDAH EXPERIENCES GOD’S JUDGMENT

READ 2 CHRONICLES 36:17-21
WHAT EVENTUALLY HAPPENED AS A RESULT OF JUDAH’S SIN? WHAT DOES THIS TELL 
US ABOUT HOW WE SHOULD DEAL WITH THE IDOLS IN OUR HEARTS AND LIVES?

God sent the Babylonians to destroy Jerusalem and the temple. The temple was 

no longer a place of worship to God, but a place of idolatry. Like the high places to 

Baal and Asherah, the temple had to be torn down. The leaders and inhabitants of 

the city lost everything. Many lost their lives, homes, wealth, or families. God had 

rescued Israel from slavery in Egypt, but generations later, their sin had led them 

back into bondage.

WHAT DOES VERSE 21 TEACH US ABOUT THE WORD OF THE LORD? WHY IS THIS 
IMPORTANT TO REMEMBER?

God’s word will come to pass. If He said it will happen, it is going to happen. 

Jeremiah, the prophet Zedekiah had ignored, warned that Jerusalem would be 

destroyed and its people deported. Their refusal to listen or believe God’s word 

would not prevent it from happening. And the same is true today. People may 

refuse to listen to God’s Word, but His Word is true. When God says something will 

happen, it will. Humanity ignores His warnings at its own risk.
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BIBLICAL
COMMENTARY

36:15-16. “Both king and people have rejected God’s 

word spoken by his prophetic messengers.”19

2 CHRONICLES 36:17-21
36:17-21. “More important theologically, the 

Chronicler understands the Exile as God’s work. 

The Lord himself brought the Babylonians 

against Judah and handed his people over to 

Nebuchadnezzar in fulfillment of the words of 

Jeremiah the prophet (36:17, 21; cf. Jer. 25:8–11; 

29:10). It is of vital importance that the Chronicler 

affirm God’s faithfulness to his Word.”20

36:17-21. “The Chronicler finished his story with 

many Judahites in exile in Babylon. However, 

there is some hope of restoration. The exiles 

would be servants of the ruler in Babylon ‘until 

the kingdom of Persia came to power.’ While 

they awaited that day, the land enjoyed its 

Sabbath rests . . . The phrase is reminiscent of 

Lev 26:34–35, which forms an element in a long 

list of punishments that would attend Israel’s 

disobedience. One consequence of an exile would 

be to give the land the rest it should have enjoyed 

but was denied.”21

ESSENTIAL
DOCTRINE

THE WORLD OPPOSED 
TO GOD

There are times in Scripture 
where the term “world” 
refers to more than the 
physical planet Earth or the 
collective human population. 
In many instances, the term 
refers to an active and 
evil spiritual force that is 
in direct conflict with God 
and His kingdom. This evil 
world force operates under 
Satan’s control (Eph. 2:2 ; 
John 14:30), displaying the 
same self-centeredness and 
deceit that is found within 
his character. Christians are 
called to overcome this world 
of spiritual evil by faith in the 
Son of God ( 1 John 5:4-5).
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H A N D S

H E A RT

H E A D

CHRIST
CONNECTION

God righteously punished 
His people for their sin , but 
He kept the promise He had 
made to David to preserve 
a remnant and provide 
a king. Ultimately, God 
punished sin through His 
Son Jesus and made Him 
our King forever.
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HOW MIGHT STUBBORNNESS KEEP YOU FROM EXPERIENCING GOD’S GRACE EVEN 
THOUGH IT IS ALWAYS AVAILABLE TO YOU? 
 

Refusing to listen to God’s word was the kryptonite for Jerusalem and its leaders. Their 

stubbornness kept them from God’s grace, which was readily available to them. When 

your mind is set, how can you change course? You can’t. We must be willing to listen 

and change our minds when God’s Word is presented to us, or we will not be able to 

receive His grace.

WHY SHOULD WE HAVE COMPASSION ON PEOPLE LIKE GOD DOES? WHAT MIGHT 
THIS LOOK LIKE FOR YOU? 
 

Jeremiah is often referred to as the weeping prophet. He was sent by God to warn 

Jerusalem and its kings of the coming destruction. But like God, Jeremiah wanted to 

see the city turn to God. After all, they were his neighbors and fellow citizens. Jeremiah 

had genuine sorrow for Jerusalem’s sin and coming destruction. He did not delight in it, 

and neither should we. May we all have the compassion of God even when our message 

is a word of warning.

HOW MIGHT WE BE STUBBORNLY AGAINST SOMETHING GOD WANTS US TO DO? 
 

We are all stubborn to one degree or another. We certainly experience this in relation 

to parents, siblings, and friends. If we aren’t careful, we can be stubborn toward 

God. Discuss how you may be stubborn in human relationships and why. How might 

stubbornness against parents or authorities actually be a stubbornness against 

God too?


