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NAHUM 1:1-6  •  THE LORD WILL JUDGE THE GUILTY

1 An oracle concerning Nineveh. The book of the vision of Nahum of Elkosh. 2 The 
Lord is a jealous and avenging God; the Lord is avenging and wrathful; the Lord 
takes vengeance on his adversaries and keeps wrath for his enemies. 3 The Lord is 
slow to anger and great in power, and the Lord will by no means clear the guilty. 
His way is in whirlwind and storm, and the clouds are the dust of his feet. 4 He 
rebukes the sea and makes it dry; he dries up all the rivers; Bashan and Carmel 
wither; the bloom of Lebanon withers. 5 The mountains quake before him; the hills 
melt; the earth heaves before him, the world and all who dwell in it. 6 Who can 
stand before his indignation? Who can endure the heat of his anger? His wrath is 
poured out like fire, and the rocks are broken into pieces by him.

NAHUM 1:7-8  •  THE LORD WILL CARE FOR THE HUMBLE

7 The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; he knows those who take 
refuge in him. 8 But with an overflowing flood he will make a complete end of the 
adversaries, and will pursue his enemies into darkness.

NAHUM 3:1-7  •  THE LORD WILL OPPOSE THE WICKED

1 Woe to the bloody city, all full of lies and plunder—no end to the prey! 2 The 
crack of the whip, and rumble of the wheel, galloping horse and bounding chariot! 
3 Horsemen charging, flashing sword and glittering spear, hosts of slain, heaps of 
corpses, dead bodies without end—they stumble over the bodies! 4 And all for the 
countless whorings of the prostitute, graceful and of deadly charms, who betrays 
nations with her whorings, and peoples with her charms. 5 Behold, I am against 
you, declares the Lord of hosts, and will lift up your skirts over your face; and I will 
make nations look at your nakedness and kingdoms at your shame. 6 I will throw 
filth at you and treat you with contempt and make you a spectacle. 7 And all who 
look at you will shrink from you and say, “Wasted is Nineveh; who will grieve for 
her?” Where shall I seek comforters for you?

GOD’S JUDGMENT 
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MAIN POINT
 
All who seek refuge in Jesus will be saved.

H E  H A S  M A D E  E V E RY  NAT I O NA L I T Y
U N I T  1 5  •  S E S S I O N  2



89 

SAFE!
SUPPLIES LIST 
CHECKERS OR CHESS GAME.

Bring a board game where one player’s piece is able to knock out another 

player’s piece (checkers, chess, etc.). Let the students play a few timed 

moves (like 20-30 seconds). Keep it quick, and let all students have 

a turn. 

In today’s session, people are in danger of being swept away in 

judgment. But God tells them He is a refuge on the day of disaster. Let’s 

see what we can learn from this story.

INTRO OPTION 1

GOD IS FOR YOU
SUPPLIES LIST 
NOTECARDS AND PENS.

Give each student a notecard and pen. Remind them that God is for 

them. He is not against them. In today’s session, there is a group of 

people who God is against because they have made themselves God’s 

enemies. But we are not God’s enemies. God has made us His children.

Encourage students to make a list of areas where they need to 

be reminded that God is for them: in their family, schoolwork, 

relationships, and so on. When things go bad in one of these areas, we 

need to remember God is always for us. Whatever He allows to happen is 

meant for our ultimate good, even when it involves short-term struggle.

INTRO OPTION 2
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SCRIPTURE
READING

All who seek refuge in Jesus 
will be saved.

MAIN POINT

1.  THE LORD WILL JUDGE THE GUILTY

READ NAHUM 1:1-6
The Assyrian empire was a mighty nation that conquered the ten northern tribes 

of Israel. Nineveh was its capital city, where God had sent Jonah with a message 

to turn from sin. And you may remember that initially, they did. But the revival 

didn’t last. The evil of Nineveh grew, and God was now bringing judgment upon this 

violent and wicked empire.

WHAT KIND OF PICTURE DO THESE VERSES PAINT OF GOD?

These verses depict a God of immeasurable fury and wrath. Nothing is able to 

withstand His vengeance when He comes to judge—not even nature itself. Yet, in the 

middle of these descriptions, we also find these words: “The Lord is slow to anger” 

(v. 3). His judgments are fierce, but they are not knee-jerk reactions. They are the 

just and measured punishments for human sin.

WHAT REASON DOES NAHUM GIVE FOR WHY GOD WAS JUDGING NINEVEH?

The reason God was judging Nineveh was because “the Lord will by no means clear 

the guilty” (v. 3). God is a righteous judge. If someone commits a crime, the judge 

must enforce the sentence. That doesn’t mean the judge does not love the individual. 

He may love the person, but a judge must pass a just sentence. We expect judges to 

be committed to what is right based on the law. And so it is with God. God loved the 

Ninevites (see Jonah 4:10-11), but He cannot let the guilty go unpunished for sin.

2. THE LORD WILL CARE FOR THE HUMBLE

READ NAHUM 1:7-8
Despite the intensity of God’s judgments in the verses before, the tone shifts 

significantly in verse 7. It’s not that God has somehow changed from one verse 

to another. Instead, He is interacting with people who are relating to Him very 

differently from the previous verses.
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BIBLICAL
COMMENTARY

NAHUM 1:1-6
1:1-6. “The first two verses of Nahum’s message set 

the tone for the entire book. The book emphasizes 

the destruction of Nineveh, but it also stresses 

hope for God’s people. Nahum based his hope on 

the presence of God in the world. The oppressing 

nation would be removed because of the 

sovereignty of God.”9

1:1-6. “The expression ‘slow to anger’ is an 

excerpted quotation from Ex. 34:6 and is paired 

with another from Exodus 34, that he does ‘not 

leave the guilty unpunished’ (Ex. 34:7). God’s 

slowness to anger is always in the context of his 

redeeming work, begun in the Exodus.”10

1:1-6. “These verses remind the modern reader of 

the Book of Nahum that nothing can stand before 

the Lord.”11

NAHUM 1:7-8
1:7-8. “The God who brings judgment does so as a 

part of his goodness. Yes, the same powerful God 

who does these things is good toward those who 

fear him. He cares for his people who suffer from 

the hands of any enemy. Believers in Christ have 

already ‘tasted that the Lord is good’ (1 Pet 2:3).”12

BIG
QUESTION

IS THE GOD OF NAHUM 
LESS MERCIFUL THAN 
THE GOD WE MEET  
IN JESUS? 

No, the God of the book 
of Nahum is not different 
than the God we meet in 
the Gospels. In pop culture, 
Jesus is often presented 
as a person of mercy and 
love (which He is), but not 
someone who warned of 
God’s judgment. However, 
Jesus preached more about 
eternal judgment than 
any other teacher in the 
New Testament.8 God does 
not change (see James 1:17). 
God has always been and 
will always be a God who 
is “slow to anger and great 
in power, the Lord will by 
no means clear the guilty . 
. . he knows those who take 
refuge in him” (Nah. 1:3,7).
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SCRIPTURE
READING All who seek refuge in Jesus 

will be saved.

MAIN POINT

HOW IS GOD DESCRIBED HERE? WHAT KIND OF PERSON FINDS PROTECTION 
IN GOD? 

Nahum says God is good and a stronghold of protection. If the previous verses 

depict God as a weapon, verse 7 speaks of Him as armor. To the wicked, God is a 

spear, but for the faithful, He is a shield. Anyone who humbles themselves and 

seeks the Lord will find safety.

WHAT MIGHT IT LOOK LIKE TO TAKE REFUGE IN THE LORD?

If the Lord is a stronghold for those who seek Him and a refuge for those who 

look for shelter in Him, then how do we do that? It begins with a change of 

attitude toward God. We must turn from pride and rebellion and embrace humble 

submission. If God will not let the guilty go unpunished, then we who have sinned 

must seek forgiveness through Christ. To take refuge in the Lord is to acknowledge 

our own need for His salvation and to turn to Him for grace.

3. THE LORD WILL OPPOSE THE WICKED

READ NAHUM 3:1-7
WHAT IS THE END RESULT OF MAKING YOURSELF AN ENEMY OF GOD?

Nahum gives a horrific explanation of what it looks like to be God’s enemy. The 

Lord says in verse 5, “I am against you.” I’m not sure there are many more fearful 

sentences in the Bible. To be opposed by God Himself is certain doom. The end 

result will never be good for someone who lives wickedly and finds themselves 

opposed to God.

WHY WON’T BELIEVERS EVER FACE THE TRAGIC REALITY OF THESE VERSES?

Consider the contrast to Romans 8:31: “If God is for us, who can be against us?” 

When God is for you, it doesn’t matter who else is against you. But if God is against 

you, what good is it if the whole world is for you? When you are in Christ, God 

has committed Himself to be for you forever. As a Christian, you never need to 

experience the terror of those words: “I am against you.”
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1:7-8. “Whatever his foes plot, the Lord will bring 

to a full end. The day of distress comes to all 

people, and the Lord is good to all who trust in 

him. His trusting people need not fear when God 

comes in the storms and clouds to wreak his 

vengeance and wrath on Assyria. The Lord is a 

refuge . . . The Lord himself is the fortified place 

where people flee in times of danger (see Neh 

8:10; Pss 27:1; 31:2, 4; 37:39; Prov 10:29; Isa 25:4; 

Jer 16:19).”13

NAHUM 3:1-7 
3:1-7. “Nineveh’s prosperity, brought about by 

oppression and injustice, seemed to promise 

material success to the nations as well. Its 

promises were lies. The entire city was a lie. Like 

the harlot (Nah 3:4), Nineveh had seduced the 

nations. The result would be her destruction.”14

3:1-7. “This metaphorical depiction of God’s 

treatment of Nineveh graphically demonstrates 

the gravity of the sins of Assyria and the severity 

of the divine punishment. The reaction from those 

nations who witness the Lord’s severe punishment 

of Nineveh will be predictable, according to 

verse 7. . . . Nineveh will go from dominance to 

devastation when the Lord is finished punishing 

its sins. There will be no sympathy for Nineveh, 

no compassion, no comforters. No one will come 

to her rescue on the day of divine judgment. There 

will be nothing remaining for which to mourn.”15

ESSENTIAL
DOCTRINE

SIN’S EFFECT ON THE 
WORLD

Sin does not only impact our 
relationship with God; it is 
also the root of our broken 
relationships with the people 
around us. Human sinfulness 
is the reason the creation 
groans in anticipation for 
redemption and deliverance 
from its bondage to evil 
powers (Rom. 8:20-22). Sin has 
infected and redirected the 
social structures of society, 
leading to injustice and 
oppression. The distorting 
effects of sin are visible all 
around us, but the good 
news of the gospel is that the 
battle against these powers 
will be won through the work 
of Christ .
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H A N D S

H E A RT

H E A D

CHRIST
CONNECTION

The prophet Nahum 
declared that God will 
not allow the guilty to go 
unpunished, but He will be 
a stronghold for all who 
take refuge in Him. Our sin 
has made us guilty before 
God and deserving of His 
punishment , but Jesus was 
given to be our stronghold. 
All who seek refuge in Jesus 
will be saved.
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WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO KNOW GOD IS SLOW TO ANGER? 
 

God does not overreact; He doesn’t respond in anger like we do. We may have quick 

tempers, but God is unlike us. Instead, God is patient. Knowing that helps us when we 

approach passages like this one, where God is pouring out wrath so overwhelmingly. 

His judgments are the measured response to evil—but only once His patience has been 

thoroughly exhausted and rejected.

HOW MIGHT THESE KINDS OF PASSAGES MAKE US MORE THANKFUL FOR JESUS? 
 

Passages of severe judgment give us a glimpse into what Jesus did for us. The severity 

of divine wrath was poured out upon Christ so that we could receive immeasurable 

mercy. Jesus deserves our full gratitude and love for the grace that He has given us 

through the cross.

WHAT SHOULD WE DO IF WE KNOW PEOPLE WHO ARE CURRENTLY FAR FROM GOD? 
 

God is slow to anger and desires to show mercy to those who will seek refuge in Him. 

We ought to be sharing that good news with as many people as possible. Most people 

in the world are far from God. All people are guilty of sin before Him. Jesus is the only 

hope for rescue; He is a refuge and stronghold. Therefore, we should be sharing Jesus 

with people we know who are far from God.


