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2 KINGS 4:18-21,32-35  •  ELISHA RAISES A SON FROM THE DEAD

18 When the child had grown, he went out one day to his father among the reapers. 19 And he said 
to his father, “Oh, my head, my head!” The father said to his servant, “Carry him to his mother.” 20 
And when he had lifted him and brought him to his mother, the child sat on her lap till noon, and 
then he died. 21 And she went up and laid him on the bed of the man of God and shut the door 
behind him and went out. . . . 32 When Elisha came into the house, he saw the child lying dead 
on his bed. 33 So he went in and shut the door behind the two of them and prayed to the Lord. 
34 Then he went up and lay on the child, putting his mouth on his mouth, his eyes on his eyes, 
and his hands on his hands. And as he stretched himself upon him, the flesh of the child became 
warm. 35 Then he got up again and walked once back and forth in the house, and went up and 
stretched himself upon him. The child sneezed seven times, and the child opened his eyes.

2 KINGS 4:42-44  •  ELISHA MULTIPLIES BREAD FOR THE PEOPLE

42 A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing the man of God bread of the firstfruits, twenty 
loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. And Elisha said, “Give to the men, that they 
may eat.” 43 But his servant said, “How can I set this before a hundred men?” So he repeated, 
“Give them to the men, that they may eat, for thus says the Lord, ‘They shall eat and have some 
left.’” 44 So he set it before them. And they ate and had some left, according to the word of the 
Lord.

2 KINGS 5:1-3,10-16  •  ELISHA HEALS A SKIN DISEASE

1 Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Syria, was a great man with his master and in 
high favor, because by him the Lord had given victory to Syria. He was a mighty man of valor, but 
he was a leper. 2 Now the Syrians on one of their raids had carried off a little girl from the land of 
Israel, and she worked in the service of Naaman’s wife. 3 She said to her mistress, “Would that my 
lord were with the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.” . . . 

ELISHA’S 
POWER

MAIN POINT
 
God works through His people to do great things for  
His glory.

YO U R  PA S S I O N S  WAG E  WA R  W I T H I N  YO U
U N I T  1 3  •  S E S S I O N  4
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BASEBALL BAT
SUPPLIES LIST 
BAT OR PENCIL.

It may be good to bring a prop for this intro option, but if a bat would be 

a bad idea for your group, another object would suffice. Lay the object on 

the ground or table 

HOW MUCH POWER DOES THIS OBJECT HAVE? DOES IT HAVE THE 
SAME POTENTIAL REGARDLESS OF WHO PICKS IT UP?

A bat doesn’t have power by itself. It has more potential when it is in 

the hands of an MLB player than any of our hands. And so it with us. 

We don’t have the power to do God’s work or great things for God on our 

own. But when we are in God’s hands, He can use us to do great things.

INTRO OPTION 1

SUPERPOWER
SUPPLIES LIST 
PAPER.

Write the names of several superheroes on pieces of paper and play the 

game “Heads Up.” Give the students one paper each and tell them to put 

the paper up to their forehead, facing the other students. The group will 

try to help each student guess their superhero.

Everyone would love to have a superpower: speed, vision, knowledge, 

strength. These things distinguish superheroes from average people.

WHAT SUPERPOWER WOULD YOU WANT MOST?

In today’s session, Elisha is given power to do miraculous works in 

Israel. Let’s see what we can learn from this story.

INTRO OPTION 2

YO U R  PA S S I O N S  WAG E  WA R  W I T H I N  YO U
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SCRIPTURE
READING

God works through His people 
to do great things for  

His glory.

MAIN POINT

1.  ELISHA RAISES A SON FROM THE DEAD

READ 2 KINGS 4:18-21,32-35
When Elisha passed through Shunem, a prominent woman there showed him great 

hospitality. She fed him, and later she and her husband built a room onto their 

house for the prophet to have a place to stay. Elisha wanted to bless them, and 

when he discovered that she was barren, he promised her a son.

WHAT DO THE WOMAN’S ACTIONS TELL US ABOUT HER FAITH? WHAT CAN WE 
LEARN FROM HER EXAMPLE?

The son that Elisha had promised to the woman suddenly passed away. It seems it all 

happened quickly. The boy’s mother couldn’t do anything to save him herself. All she 

could do was turn to the one who’d given her the miracle child to begin with: God. So 

she called upon the prophet Elisha for help.

WHAT HAPPENED WHEN ELISHA ARRIVED? HOW CAN ELISHA REMIND US OF JESUS?

When Elisha arrived at the house, the child was dead. But through Elisha, God 

raised the son from the dead. A desperate parent came to the man of God, who 

then visited their home and raised the child. Sound familiar? In the Gospel of Mark, 

Jairus asked Jesus to come to his house and raise his daughter from her deathbed 

(see Mark 5:22-42). In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus approached the funeral of a 

widow’s son, where He raised the son from the dead and returned him to his mother 

(see Luke 7:11-15).

2. ELISHA MULTIPLIES BREAD FOR THE PEOPLE

READ 2 KINGS 4:42-44
WHAT DOES THIS STORY TELL US ABOUT GOD’S HEART FOR PEOPLE IN NEED? HOW 
SHOULD THIS INFLUENCE US?

Despite the generous offer from the man who’d come from the harvest, there wasn’t 

enough bread to feed all the people. But Elisha instructed his attendant to begin 

distributing the bread anyway. He told him that God would ensure that everyone 

had enough and there would be bread left over. Sure enough, it turned out just as 

the Lord had said.
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BIBLICAL
COMMENTARY

2 KINGS 4:18-21,32-35
4:18-21. “A crisis emerges when the boy feels pain 

in his head, then dies in his mother’s lap. All at 

once the woman’s joy is reversed. How will she 

respond to this crisis? . . . She rests all her hopes 

on the man of God.”25

4:18-21. “In spite of the miraculous birth, she does 

not now have a son. The woman is depicted as 

resolute in her plight. When the child dies in her 

arms, she immediately lays the body on the bed 

of the man of God and prepares to confront him 

. . . The woman goes with all the speed she can 

manage (4:24), resolved to express her distress to 

the man of God himself.”26

4:32-35. “This scene also shows that prophets 

not only are preachers of sin and repentance; 

they also are agents of God’s healing mercy and 

kind compassion.”27

2 KINGS 4:42-44
4:42-44. “This miracle is paralleled in the New 

Testament by Jesus’s feeding of the multitudes. 

Such literary features as the questioning of 

whether there is enough bread to feed so many, 

the feeding of a large group, and the fact that 

there is ‘some left over’ appear in Matt 14:13–21; 

Mark 6:30–42; 8:1–21; Luke 9:13–17; and 

John 6:12–13.”28

4:42-44. “Like Moses, Jesus and Elisha worked 

miracles that were signs of God’s kingdom 

breaking into history, and both were ignored by all 

but a remnant of Israel.”29

BIG
QUESTION

WHAT WAS THE 
PURPOSE OF MIRACLES 
IN JESUS’S MINISTRY? 

One reason Jesus performed 
miracles in the Gospels 
was because He genuinely 
cared about people and 
their suffering. The most 
common description of 
Jesus before He’d perform 
a miracle is the observation 
that He had compassion 
for them. So, one purpose 
was to alleviate suffering 
out of love for people. But 
the biggest purpose of 
miracles in Jesus’s ministry 
was to reveal His identity. 
His power confirmed that 
He was truly the Son of 
God. Just as Elisha’s power 
revealed that he was a 
true prophet and his works 
revealed that the Lord 
was the true God, Jesus’s 
miracles confirmed His 
identity and purpose.
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SCRIPTURE
READING God works through His 

people to do great things for 
His glory.

MAIN POINT

WHAT STORY FROM JESUS’S MINISTRY DOES THIS REMIND YOU OF? WHAT DO BOTH 
STORIES TEACH US ABOUT GOD’S HEART AND OUR MISSION?

All four Gospel writers recorded the story of Jesus feeding the five thousand. 

My favorite version is found in John 6:1-14. Jesus had been healing people, and 

the time came for everyone to eat, but there wasn’t enough food. Like Elisha’s 

attendant, Jesus’s disciples (Phillip and Andrew) doubted that they could feed that 

many people. And like Elisha, Jesus instructed them to begin passing the food 

out. Everyone got enough and there was a surplus left over, just like the story in 

2 Kings. Afterward, the people recognized Jesus as a prophet, which was the office 

Elisha held.

3. ELISHA HEALS A SKIN DISEASE

READ 2 KINGS 5:1-3,10-16
HOW WAS NAAMAN HEALED? HOW DID NAAMAN’S HEALING CHANGE HIM?

As Naaman followed the prophet’s instructions, he was healed. Despite his 

skepticism, he obeyed the simple directions and experienced a miracle. But Naaman 

experienced more than physical healing. God also healed his heart. He now believed 

in the God of Abraham and stopped believing in idols or false gods.

WHY DO YOU THINK ELISHA AND JESUS HEALED PEOPLE? HOW SHOULD THIS 
IMPACT THE WAY WE LOVE AND SERVE PEOPLE TODAY?

In Luke 17, Jesus healed ten lepers (see Luke 17:11-18). They were healed as they 

followed His simple instruction to present themselves to the priest. One man 

returned praising God. Where was that one from? Samaria, Elisha’s hometown. 

Ironically, Jesus notes that like Naaman, the leper who returned praising God was 

a foreigner. Matthew, Mark, and Luke all record another healing of a single leper. 

In John 9, when Jesus healed a blind man, he was healed after following Jesus’s 

instructions for him to wash in the pool of Siloam.

As we have seen throughout this whole session, Elisha’s ministry as a prophet 

of miracles was a preview of the greatest Prophet to come: Jesus of Nazareth. 

In the Gospels, Jesus called John the Baptist the second Elijah (see Matt. 11:14; 

17:10-13). Just as John corresponds to Elijah, so Jesus corresponds to Elisha. Elisha 

had a double portion of Elijah’s power. Just as Elijah was succeeded by a prophet 

greater than himself, John the Baptist was too. Elijah and John were prophets of 

repentance, but Elisha and Jesus were prophets of miraculous power.
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BIBLICAL
COMMENTARY

4:42-44. “The problem in Jesus’s day was also 

like the problem of Elisha’s day. Some looked to 

Jesus only for miracles, not for true spiritual 

transformation. The miracles should have sent 

people to embrace Him by faith as Lord; instead, 

they simply looked to Him to help them in a 

temporary emergency . . . A faithful few received 

Jesus, but many rejected Him. Elisha experienced 

a similar result. While he was able to provide for 

the faithful remnant, his ministry didn’t lead to 

an overall change in the nation. Many ignored or 

rejected him, as others later did with Jesus and as 

many do today.”30

2 KINGS 5:1-3,10-16
5:1-16. “This text contains one of the great Gentile 

conversion accounts in the Old Testament. Like 

Rahab (Josh 2:9–13), Ruth (Ruth 1:16–18), and 

the sailors and Ninevites in Jonah (Jonah 1:16; 

3:6–10), Naaman believes in the Lord. From 

Gen 12:2–3 onward in the Old Testament, God 

desires to bless all nations through Israel. This 

ideal becomes a reality here due to the witness 

of the Israelite servant girl and the work of the 

Israelite prophet.”31

5:1-16. “After washing in the Jordan, Naaman’s 

skin is transformed. He’s healed instantly and 

fully. It’s a beautiful picture of his new status and 

his new identity. The miracle wasn’t due to any 

magical powers in the Jordan River, either. His 

transformation can only be attributed to the power 

and grace of God.”32

5:15-16. “In verse 15 we see that Naaman’s skin 

wasn’t the only thing that changed. His mind and 

heart changed also. What an awesome confession 

of faith and change of heart! Naaman confesses 

that Yahweh alone is God.”33

ESSENTIAL
DOCTRINE

GOD’S GLORY

The glory of God is His 
manifest work , the way 
He represents His perfect 
character through His activity. 
It also refers to His excellent 
reputation and is given as 
one of the reasons we are 
to praise His name. Another 
sense of the word is the 
inherent beauty of God, the 
unbearable brightness and 
beauty of His being as He 
radiates His own attributes 
and characteristics for all 
to witness. The Scriptures 
speak of humanity as having 
“fallen short ” of God’s glory 
(Rom. 3:23) because we have 
rejected the purpose for 
which God created us—to 
glorify Him.
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H A N D S

H E A RT

H E A D

CHRIST
CONNECTION

The miracles Elisha 
performed revealed that 
he was a prophet of the 
one true God and that the 
Lord’s words were true. In 
a greater way, the miracles 
Jesus performed revealed 
that He is the Son of God, 
the true Word of God 
(see John 20:30-31).
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HOW MIGHT THESE STORIES CHALLENGE US TO RECONSIDER WHAT WE THINK IS 
POSSIBLE WITH GOD? 
 

We may say we believe God can do anything, but perhaps we doubt He will do the 

impossible in our own lives. When we read stories like these, we should also consider 

the fact that God is the very same God He has always been. He is still able to heal and 

provide in miraculous ways. So, when we pray, we should pray believing God can do 

the impossible.

WHAT DO ELISHA AND JESUS TEACH US ABOUT LOVE FOR PEOPLE? WHAT IS ONE 
PRACTICAL WAY YOU COULD SHOW LOVE TO SOMEONE THIS WEEK? 
 

Elisha and Jesus used their power to bless other people. They raised the dead, healed 

the sick, and fed the hungry. We may not have the same kind of miraculous power they 

had, but we can imitate their love for people. We should use the power we do have to 

bless and help others from a heart of love and compassion.

WHAT MIGHT IT LOOK LIKE FOR US TO TURN TO GOD IN OUR TIMES OF 
GREATEST NEED? 
 

As the individuals in 2 Kings and the Gospels experienced tragedy and desperate needs, 

they turned to God. In 2 Kings, they went to Elisha. In the Gospels, they went to Jesus. 

God is the same yesterday, today, and forever. He has the same power and love that He 

has always had. So when we are in need, we ought to cry out in prayer. May we run to 

God just as so many have over countless generations.


