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2 KINGS 2:1-6  •  FAITHFUL TO THE CALL

1 Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha 
were on their way from Gilgal. 2 And Elijah said to Elisha, “Please stay here, for the Lord has 
sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not 
leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 3 And the sons of the prophets who were in Bethel 
came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take away your 
master from over you?” And he said, “Yes, I know it; keep quiet.” 4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, 
please stay here, for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as 
you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The sons of the prophets who 
were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take 
away your master from over you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know it; keep quiet.” 6 Then Elijah 
said to him, “Please stay here, for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the 
Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on.

2 KINGS 2:7-12  •  POWER FOR THE CALL

7 Fifty men of the sons of the prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, 
as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his cloak and rolled it up and 
struck the water, and the water was parted to the one side and to the other, till the two of 
them could go over on dry ground. 9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask what 
I shall do for you, before I am taken from you.” And Elisha said, “Please let there be a double 
portion of your spirit on me.” 10 And he said, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see 
me as I am being taken from you, it shall be so for you, but if you do not see me, it shall 
not be so.” 11 And as they still went on and talked, behold, chariots of fire and horses of fire 
separated the two of them. And Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 12 And Elisha 
saw it and he cried, “My father, my father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!”

2 KINGS 2:13-15  •  EQUIPPED FOR THE CALL

13 And he took up the cloak of Elijah that had fallen from him and went back and stood on 
the bank of the Jordan. 14 Then he took the cloak of Elijah that had fallen from him and 
struck the water, saying, “Where is the Lord, the God of Elijah?” And when he had struck 
the water, the water was parted to the one side and to the other, and Elisha went over. 
15 Now when the sons of the prophets who were at Jericho saw him opposite them, they 
said, “The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha.” And they came to meet him and bowed to the 
ground before him.
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ON-DECK CIRCLE
SUPPLIES LIST 
NO SUPPLIES NEEDED.

In baseball, while one person is in the batter’s box (the person actively 

batting), another player is in the on-deck circle (meaning they are next 

up to bat). 

WHAT DOES A PLAYER IN THE ON-DECK CIRCLE DO?

In today’s session, Elisha is “on deck” as Elijah takes his final at-bat. He 

had been preparing for this moment for years. Now, it was his turn to 

step up as prophet to Israel. We hope to learn from his story and prepare 

ourselves for when God determines we are up to bat.

INTRO OPTION 1

INHERITANCE
SUPPLIES LIST 
NO SUPPLIES NEEDED.

In the week leading up to this session, go online and search something 

like “craziest inheritances.” You will find a host of interesting stories 

about what people throughout history have received from the previous 

generation. Share some that you think are funny or students will think 

are interesting. 

WHAT’S THE BEST THING YOU COULD INHERIT FROM YOUR PARENTS 
OR GRANDPARENTS?

In today’s session, Elijah’s life is coming to an end. Elisha inherits 

something from Elijah, but it isn’t money. He inherits Elijah’s calling as 

a prophet to Israel and the spiritual power to perform miracles that will 

show Israel that the Lord is God.

INTRO OPTION 2
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SCRIPTURE
READING

God will empower you to 
fulfill your calling.

MAIN POINT

1.  FAITHFUL TO THE CALL

READ 2 KINGS 2:1-6
In 1 Kings 19:19-21, Elisha was selected as Elijah’s successor. He was called to 

follow Elijah, leaving his family and work to learn under Elijah. It was an enormous 

sacrifice, but for Elisha, there was no turning back. As his mentor reached the 

end of his ministry, Elisha could be found serving faithfully at Elijah’s side to the 

very end.

HOW WAS THE CALL TO FOLLOW ELIJAH A SACRIFICE (SEE 1 KINGS 19:19-21)?

Just as the disciples had to drop everything to follow Jesus, Elisha had to leave 

family, financial stability, and safety to join Elijah. He sacrificed his oxen and never 

looked back. Despite the risks from Ahab and the separation from family, Elisha 

listened to the call of God.

HOW IS ELISHA AN EXAMPLE OF COMMITMENT AND FOLLOW-THROUGH?

As Elijah’s life on earth was coming to an end, Elisha had many opportunities to turn 

back. He could have stayed behind in any city along Elijah’s journey. He could have 

gone back to his family. But the call to follow Elijah and become his successor was 

greater than any opportunity to change his mind.

When you were young, your parents probably signed you up for some kind of 

sport or team. Once you got started, your parents probably would not let you 

quit. It wouldn’t be right to bail on your team and fail to follow through with your 

commitment in the middle of the season. Elisha is a great example of someone who 

followed through on his commitment all the way to the end.

2. POWER FOR THE CALL

READ 2 KINGS 2:7-12
WHAT DID ELISHA REQUEST FROM GOD (SEE V. 9)? WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM 
HIS EXAMPLE?

Elisha’s request was a way of expressing his true desire to be Elijah’s successor 

as the prophet of Israel (see corresponding commentary for these verses). To this 

point, he had followed Elijah as an apprentice and son, but now he would need the 

power that rested upon Elijah if he were going to take up his office. 
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BIBLICAL
COMMENTARY

2 KINGS 2:1-6
2:1-6. “The trip from Gilgal to Bethel to Jericho to 

the Jordan retraces the first movements Israel 

made in the promised land (cf. Josh 1–8), and the 

parting of the Jordan may also remind readers of 

the crossing of the Red Sea. Such a scenario calls 

attention to the similarities of Elisha’s succession 

of Elijah and Joshua’s succession of Moses (Num 

27:18–23; 1 Kgs 19:15–21). Therefore, the text 

stresses the continuity of God’s message and 

God’s messengers in Israel’s history.”17

2:1-6. “Elisha is determined to follow his master, 

refusing to compromise his vow, though 

repeatedly challenged.”18

2:1-6. “Elisha will not let Elijah shake him. Most 

scholars believe the point of his not leaving 

Elijah’s side is to test whether Elisha will count the 

cost of discipleship, probably a final test to see 

if he will persist . . . Elisha is a true disciple, for 

he had forsaken all, burning the plows, to follow 

Elijah. This won’t be the last time disciples forsake 

all to follow a great prophet!”19

2 KINGS 2:7-12
2:7-12. “Elisha asks for a double portion of Elijah’s 

spirit, an expression used elsewhere to refer to 

the right of inheritance of the firstborn as double 

that of the others (Deut. 21:17). Elisha [requested] 

the right to the office of Elijah, double the portion 

of other heirs of the prophetic office.”20

BIG
QUESTION

HOW CAN YOU DISCERN 
A CALLING TO MINISTRY? 

Elisha was called to a 
special role in Israel—to 
be a prophet of God. 
But before that , he was 
a farmer. God sometimes 
changes people’s course 
to a different calling. How 
might you know if He is 
doing that? Here are a few 
things to consider: Does 
your character reflect the 
qualit ies God demands of 
Christian leaders? What are 
your gifts and how might 
those fit a certain role in 
the kingdom? If character 
and gifting are there, 
another thing to look for 
is confirmation in godly 
leaders around you. God 
will often confirm a calling 
through others who see 
God’s hand in your life. 
When you are considering 
a change in your life’s 
direction , it ’s vital that you 
remain in communication 
with God about where you 
sense He is leading you 
and ask for His empowering 
help and guidance along 
the way.
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SCRIPTURE
READING God will empower you to 

fulfill your calling.

MAIN POINT

The spirit of power that was upon Elijah would now be upon Elisha. Elisha would go 

on to do more and greater miracles than his predecessor.

WHAT MUST ELIJAH’S LOSS HAVE MEANT FOR ELISHA? HOW CAN WE PREPARE 
OURSELVES TO TAKE ON MORE RESPONSIBILITY?

As we read through the passage, you can sense Elisha’s angst and sadness over 

Elijah’s impending departure. Elijah was Elisha’s mentor, ministry partner, and 

father figure. He was the most important person in Elisha’s life. The personal 

loss must have been great. But Elijah’s ascension meant more than the loss of a 

relationship; it also meant a new weight of responsibility. He was Elijah’s appointed 

successor. Elisha was now the prophet of Israel. The weight of spiritual authority 

was now upon his shoulders.

3. EQUIPPED FOR THE CALL

READ 2 KINGS 2:13-15
WHAT HAPPENED TO ELISHA WHEN ELIJAH WAS TAKEN AWAY?

The spiritual authority and power that was upon Elijah was now transferred to 

Elisha. Taking on Elijah’s mantle physically corresponded to a spiritual reality. This 

was demonstrated in the parting of the Jordan River. Just as Elijah struck the river 

and the waters were parted, so Elisha struck the river and the waters were parted. It 

was an immediate confirmation of Elisha’s place as Elijah’s successor.

WHAT DOES ELISHA’S SUCCESSION TEACH US ABOUT SPIRITUAL POWER 
AND AUTHORITY?

The transfer of spiritual power and authority to Elisha demonstrates that the power 

really belongs to God, not to any person. As Elisha said, “Where is the Lord, the 

God of Elijah?” (2 Kings 2:14). The power Elisha needed could be found in God 

alone. Elijah was simply the person God used as His instrument to do His work. But 

God’s power and purpose do not depend on any one person. Rather, God empowers 

His people in each generation to continue the work He is doing in the world.
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BIBLICAL
COMMENTARY

2:7-12. “Elisha asks for ‘two shares,’ referring to the 

double portion the firstborn inherits (Deut. 21:17). 

In this case, it isn’t wealth but prophetic power. 

Thus, Elisha is essentially saying he will count the 

cost and dedicate his whole life to continue Elijah’s 

work as though he is his firstborn. Elisha asks 

this, not unlike Solomon, realizing he will need 

great help as God’s representative to complete the 

task to which he is called.”21

2:11-12.  “As a way of showing his grief at his 

mentor’s departure, Elisha calls Elijah his ‘father.’ 

. . . Elisha also demonstrates his anguish by 

tearing his garment.”22

2 KINGS 2:13-15
2:13-15. “Elijah introduced the cloak as a symbol 

of succession (2:13) when he first anointed 

Elisha as his successor (1 Kings 19:19). In the 

return crossing of the Jordan, Elisha calls for the 

same demonstration of divine provision as was 

given Elijah (2 Kings 2:14). The same miraculous 

crossing assures Elisha that he is indeed the true 

successor to Elijah.”23

2:13-15. “When Elisha strikes the water with the 

cloak, he discovers that while Elijah is gone, 

the Lord is not, for the water parts again. The 

prophets who witness the whole scene understand 

that Elijah’s spirit, the spirit of zeal and power, 

now rests on Elisha.”24

ESSENTIAL
DOCTRINE

MISSION OF THE 
CHURCH

The church is a sign and 
instrument of the kingdom of 
God, a people united by faith 
in the gospel announcement 
of the crucified and risen 
King Jesus. The mission of the 
church is to go into the world 
in the power of the Spirit and 
make disciples by proclaiming 
this gospel , calling people 
to respond in ongoing 
repentance and faith , and 
demonstrating the truth and 
power of the gospel by living 
under the lordship of Christ 
for the glory of God and the 
good of the world. 
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H A N D S

H E A RT

H E A D

CHRIST
CONNECTION

When Elisha succeeded the 
prophet Eli jah , he asked for 
the same Spirit that was in 
Eli jah to be given to him. 
God granted Elisha’s request 
and revealed His presence 
through a miracle. Years 
later when Jesus prepared 
His followers to begin their 
ministry, He instructed them 
to wait for the Holy Spirit , 
who came upon them and 
confirmed His presence in 
miraculous ways.
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WHAT EXCUSES MAY KEEP US FROM GOING ALL IN FOR JESUS? 
 

Elisha was all in. He had a total commitment to Elijah and to God. He knew God wanted 

him to follow in Elijah’s footsteps and continue the prophetic work, and no excuse 

would stand in his way. Consider the excuses that keep you from your fulling your 

potential for the Lord: “I’m too busy.” “I’m too young.” “I don’t know enough about the 

Bible.” “My friends will think I’m a hypocrite.” Challenge students to reflect on their own 

personal excuses and how to overcome them for Christ.

WHY ARE LOYALTY AND COMMITMENT IMPORTANT TRAITS FOR EVERY CHRISTIAN? 
 

Loyalty and commitment are qualities that reveal our hearts. We hope to all be growing 

in our character. When we follow through on our commitments, when we are loyal to 

God and to godly people, it demonstrates an important development in the character of 

our hearts.

HOW HAS GOD EQUIPPED YOU TO COMPLETE THE CALLING OR ASSIGNMENT HE 
HAS GIVEN YOU IN THIS SEASON? 
 

Elisha was given the power he needed at the moment he needed it. God used Elijah to 

train him along the way, and when the time came for Elisha to lead, God equipped him 

for a new season of ministry. God has equipped each of your students with what they 

need to live for Him in this season of their life. Encourage them to consider who and 

what God has used to prepare them to serve Christ at this point in their lives.


