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    worship with us this weekend! 

    Informal Worship Saturday 5:30 p.m.  

         Worship & Livestream Sunday 9:30 a.m. 

 

 

Sharing Christ’s Love 

 

Over the weekend of July 16 & 17
 

Songs of Faith will be the focus of our  

worship services. Hymns and the stories that inspired them will be shared in 

word, congregational song, and special music. (No communion this weekend)  

A beautiful quilt made by Darla Anderson will provide a visual reflection of 

each hymn and its story. Worship will be in the Sanctuary on both July 16
th

 

and July 17
th

.  

Music Camp  

Love + Power + Grace  

 July 18 - 21, 2022 
 

It’s not too late! … Last minute registrations can be submitted through Tuesday,  

July 5. Forms are available online at www.firstgeneseo.org and can be emailed to Melinda 

Wildermuth, Interim Director of Worship & Music, at worship@firstgeneseo.org.  

Songs of Faith 

July 16 & 17, 2022 
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A Word 

From 

Pastor  

Laura and talent. How can you serve God by 

participating in the ministry of First Lutheran 

Church? What gifts has God given you, that 

you can use to serve others? 

      As the first step toward being able to 

answer this question, I invite you to complete 

the Spiritual Gifts Assessment Tool on our 

website. The link to this is found in the 

“Giving” tab on our website. After you 

complete the Assessment, make note of the 

areas where your score was the strongest. 

Next month, you will be asked to complete  

a Time & Talent Survey, and as part of that 

survey, we will ask you to share which areas 

were identified as your strengths. 

      While you are there, take some time to 

explore the rest of the content in the “Giving” 

tab of our website. This is where you can find 

the link for Online Giving, including setting 

up a recurring gift. Our family has been using 

this for our regular offerings for several years 

now and it really is an easy way to provide 

consistent support for our ministries. The 

“Giving” tab also features some of the 

volunteer opportunities we have, so you can 

begin to see where your gifts may align with 

our congregation’s needs. 

      In congregational ministry, we typically 

think that Stewardship season is at the end of 

a fiscal year, when it’s time to receive financial 

commitments for the next budget year. But 

learning how to be good stewards (caretakers  

of all that God has entrusted to us) is a task that 

lasts all year long! So, this year, summertime  

is stewardship time. This season will be a time 

for us to assess our spiritual gifts, evaluate our 

congregation’s needs for ministry, and see 

how God will align the two for the sake of 

our mission: Sharing Christ’s Love. 

                 —Pastor Laura 

 

When I was in college, I had the opportunity to 

serve as summer intern in my home congregation. 

The internship was funded by the Center for 

Vocational Reflection at Augustana College, and 

the purpose of the program was to give students  

a chance to try their hand at something they felt 

they may be called to pursue. On the first day I 

showed up at church and sat down in my pastor’s 

office to receive my assignment. I wondered what 

kind of work I might be given: Worship planning? 

Preparations for Vacation Bible School? Weeding 

the flowerbeds? 

      I was delighted to learn that my pastor had 

prepared a wide array of ministry tasks for me to 

tackle. I did get to do a little worship planning  

and work with children and youth. I think there 

was a Property & Grounds work day in there 

somewhere, along with some hours working  

the in Food Pantry with the Social Ministry 

volunteers. Leading worship, including on-the-

spot crafting of the Prayers of Intercession, and a 

chance to preach the gospel. Visiting the sick and 

homebound and bringing Holy Communion to 

folks. Writing a newsletter article and working  

on the upcoming stewardship campaign. All of it 

was part of congregational ministry, and all of it 

was important work. 

     That’s one of my favorite parts of working in  

a congregation, I think. Every single day is a bit 

different from the day before. I never know with 

whom I might be working by the end of the day. 

Tasks arise, needs within the congregation and 

community, and I get to partner with different 

people to help meet those needs. It’s always a great 

delight to spend some time working side by side 

with congregational members, whatever the task 

at hand. Often I discover that you all have 

amazing talents and skills I never knew about!! 

This month, we are kicking off Part 2 of our 

stewardship program “Sharing My Gifts.” Part 1 

took place last year, as we asked for financial 

commitments for 2022. Now, it’s time for our 

congregation to make commitments of time  

 

 

Summertime Is Stewardship Time 
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First  

Worship 

& Music 

 

 

First  

Prayer 

Please keep the following Lifelines petitions in your prayers: 

World and Community:  For the people of Ukraine. For our leaders:  President Joe Biden  

and Governor J.B. Pritzker. For health care workers. For all who work for peace and justice.  

For those serving our country in the military, especially Josh Francis (Paul & Kay Terpening’s  

nephew), Raul Falcon (Ted & Lanell Carpenter’s neighbors’ son), Brian Hanshaw (Jan & Steve Weber’s son-in-law),  

Geoffrey Lindesmith (Austin Ross’ friend), Jessica Ruggles (Scott Denys’ friend’s daughter), Brandon Sandoval,  

Brian Sandoval, Christopher Unrath, Law Enforcement Officers and First Responders. 

Church:  For our bishops:  Rev. Elizabeth Eaton and Rev. Jeff Clements. For bishop elect Rev. Stacie Fidlar. For our 

partners in ministry:  Pastor Daniel Meiyan and the people of Osupuko Parish in Tanzania, Rev. Raja Socrates, Bishop of 

the Arcot Lutheran Synod, India. For missionaries who share the Gospel around the world. For Lutheran Social Services 

of Illinois. For our pastors, parish staff, Preschool staff and Church Council (names listed on pg. 8).  

Health and Wellbeing:  For all who are fighting COVID-19, Glen Anderson, Janet Anderson, Lonnie Anderson (Kathy 

Heller’s brother), Courtney Conrad-Ericson’s (Kathy Scheibenreif’s niece), Kathie DeJaeger, Terry Dunlap (Judi Denys’  

nephew), Joey Eaker (Jeff & Patti Boyer’s grandson), Arlene Gesme, Michelle Mustain, Janice Nelson, Holly Braggs Pozzi 

(Kay Terpening’s niece), Dan Ray (Julie Kunkel’s brother), Kim Sefton, Peggy Schram (Doris Swanson’s daughter), Janet Stees 

and Phyllis Wilson (Marcia Green’s sister).  

Joys:  On receiving Mindy Brown and her son Ellis Brown; and Sam & Erin Marshall and their children Chase and  

Olivia as new members of our congregation.  

Thanksgiving:   

Sorrows:   

 

If you wish to submit a prayer request, please visit www.firstgeneseo.org and use the password First! to access the prayer request form 

in the Member Access Section. If you or a member of your family have a medical procedure planned or are admitted to the hospital, 

please call the church office. In the event of an after-hours emergency please contact Pastor Matt at 703-505-9517. 

 

July 2 & 3 2022 ~ Happy 4
th

 of July 

Pentecost 4/Healing Service  

This weekend’s texts include Isaiah 66:10-14, 

Psalm 66:1-9, Galatians 6:7-16 and Luke  

10:1-11, 16-20.  
 

July 9 & 10, 2022  

Pentecost 5 

This weekend’s texts include Deuteronomy 

30:9-14, Colossians 1:1-14 and Luke 10:25-37.   
 

July 16 & 17, 2022 

Pentecost 6 

This weekend’s texts include Genesis 18:1-10a 

and Luke 10:38-42.  
 

July 23 & 24, 2022 

Pentecost 7 

This weekend’s texts include Psalm 138,  

Colossians 2:6-15 and Luke 11:1-13. Music 

Campers will help lead worship on Sunday. 
 

July 30 & 31, 2022 

Pentecost 8 

This weekend’s texts include Ecclesiastes 

1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23, Colossians 3:1-11 and 

Luke 12:13-21.  

 

 

Healing Service 

The Litany of Healing with remembrance  

of Baptism, laying on of hands and anointing 

with oil, if desired, will be included in the  

services on the weekend of July 2 & 3. 

Noisy Offering  

A Noisy Offering will be collected the weekend 

of July 2 & 3 to benefit Sol’s Legacy Ministries 

which offers multiple sessions of Biblically based 

horsemanship lessons to children in the age range 

of 8 to 14 years. They also offer equine assisted 

learning activities to boost reading skills.   
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First 

Ministries 

 

 

Faithtime Kids 

Save the Date! 

Faithtime Kids is an afternoon and evening  

of “Sharing Christ’s Love” through education, 

movement, music, and the arts. Faithtime 

will begin Wednesday, September 7.  

     Programming is available each week for 

ages Kindergarten-6
th

 grade. Activities are 

open to members and guests of First  

Lutheran Church. Watch your mail for  

information on our Wednesday night  

programming! Online registration will be 

emailed out August 1. Contact Abbey 

Cathelyn, Director of Youth & Family  

Ministry for more information.  

Council Highlights for June 20, 2022 

• Announced Pastor Stacie Fidlar as new 

Bishop for the Northern Illinois Synod 

effective September 1, 2022.  

• Heard Diane Olson and Stephanie Rickman 

with a request to keep Saturday night worship 

in the Fellowship Room that included various 

ideas to recruit set-up volunteers. 

• Council will not meet in July. 

Old Business 

• Approved the Worship Collection Policy. 

• Recommended the Surplus Allocation for 

consideration at the 2023 Annual Meeting. 

New Business 

• Approved funding request from Social 

Ministry for National Child Safety Council 

for drug prevention and safety materials to  

be used in Henry County schools. 

• Approved funding request from Faith 

Formation to restart Milestone Ministries. 

• Approved Personnel Committee 

recommendation to hire Melinda Wildermuth 

as full-time Director of Worship & Music 

beginning August 13, 2022.  

• Requested Parish Administrator to explore 

options for natural gas contracts. 

• Approved revision of the Continuing  

Education and Conferences form for rostered 

leaders and staff. 

• Approved Quad City Symphony  

Orchestra to use facility for lessons for  

another year. 

May Financial Report  

General Fund Offering: 

May actual   $32,615 

May budget $37,167 

YTD actual        $207,789 

YTD budget           $216,833 

Net Income Over Expenses: 

 May actual  $3,607 deficit 

 May budget $2,848 deficit 

 YTD actual $4,862 deficit  

  YTD budget     $2,829 deficit 

 

 

 

Birthday Wishes for Genny! 

Genny Anderson will be celebrating her 89
th 

birthday on July 22! Let’s make sure her day 

is filled with lots of smiles and laughter! If 

you would like to help her celebrate, please 

send cards and memories to: 
 

   Genny Anderson  

   Liberty Village Apt 21 

   920 S Chicago St 

   Geneseo IL  61254 
 

May all her birthday wishes come true. 

 

Bubbles, Buddies, and Books!  

Come and explore God’s creation with Abbey Cathelyn, 

Director of Youth & Family through exploration, crafts, 

books, and of course, a snack! Bubbles, Buddies, and Books 

Preschool Playgroup for children ages 3 and 4 and their 

caregivers will meet on Wednesday, July 6 & 13 from  

9:30-10:30 a.m. (Siblings are welcome to join us!)  
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A Note of Thanks 
 

First Lutheran Church, 
 

Thank you so much for the generous scholarship! This will come in handy in my Master of 

Healthcare Administration program through Louisiana State University. My ultimate goal is  

to be a CEO of an organization to help as many people as possible. Your support means a lot 

to me as I pursue this dream! Thank you again, and God bless! 

 

              Ron Hartman 

 

 

Thank you, First Lutheran Church family, for the financial aid for this upcoming 2022-2023 

school year. I appreciate it very much, for your help was much needed. 

 

             Thank you again, 

              Jacob Hartman 

First 

ministries 

 

 

Lutheran World Relief School Kits 

Items for Lutheran World Relief school  

kits will be collected in July and August.  

Following is a list of the items we need to  

complete our kits.  

• 70–sheet spiral notebooks (no loose-leaf paper) 

• rulers (30 cm) 

• pencil sharpeners 

• blunt scissors 

• black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink) 

• Crayons (16 or 24 count) 

• 2 ½” erasers  
 

Each kit also contains #2 unsharpened pencils 

and we have enough of these to complete this 

year’s kits.  
 

Please Note ~ Each school kit requires four  

of the 70-sheet spiral notebooks. Donations 

may be left in the basket outside the church 

office. Thank you for giving a child the  

opportunity to go to school!  

A Note of Thanks 
 

Dear First Lutheran Church, 
 

On behalf of First United Methodist Church,  

I wanted to personally thank you for your  

selfless donation of $545! Your generous gift  

is humbly accepted, God bless! 

 

          Sincerely, 

          Alyx DeReu, Backpack Blessings  

Women’s Ministry 

Cover Girls Quilting 

Come see what Cover Girls are all about! 

Join us for a time of fellowship and fun  

tying quilts for LWR and the needy on 

Wednesday, July 6, 13 and 20 at 9 a.m.  

in Grace Place. No experience necessary! 

 

Women’s Bible Study will gather on 

Wednesday, July 27 at 1:30 p.m. in the 

Fellowship Room. We will be using the  

Lutheran magazine, “Gather” for our study 

guide. All women are welcome to join us  

for this time of fellowship and Bible Study.  

 

 

Thank You 
 

Dear Scholarship Committee, 
 

Thank you for selecting me for this award!  

I am so grateful for all the support First  

Lutheran has shown me. I’m excited to  

graduate and live out my vocation.  

 

       Thank you,  

       Hannah Himmelman 



PAGE 6 

First 

Ministries 

 

 

The Mission Endowment Fund of First Lutheran? 

What is that? 
 

The Mission Endowment Fund has been in place for quite awhile at First Lutheran. This  

fund has been and will continue to be a funding source for ventures outside our operating 

budget. Our pastors, Council, and Finance Ministry strive for, and have succeeded in,  

being fiscally responsible in providing for the mission and ministry of First Lutheran.  

However, opportunities do arise—opportunities that could add a new dimension to our  

mission and ministry. Moneys from the fund can be passed on to social service agencies,  

educational institutions, congregational development projects and evangelism opportunities, 

not only in community and synod settings, but can reach national and global purposes. In 

addition, some of it can stay in our own congregation for capital improvement and building 

projects. The scope of those opportunities depends upon the resources within the Mission 

Endowment Fund. The beauty of the Mission Endowment Fund is that is a perpetuating  

vehicle. Only the interest and proceeds of the Fund are spent—never the principal. Thus,  

gifts to the Fund become a lasting gift to our church.  
 

     In recent years, there has been little growth in the Mission Endowment Fund….and with 

good reason. First Lutheran has had the vision to expand our ability to serve with a building 

addition in 2006, a renovation of our sanctuary, and most recently, the refurbishing of the 

steeple. These worthy endeavors have taken precedence over growing the investment 

fund….but those expenses have been paid. Now we can once again turn our attention to  

the Mission Endowment Fund and consider growing its impact.  
 

     What if we pass a budget at our annual meeting in the future, and then an opportunity  

arises to help fund a foreign study/service for a member of the congregation? What if the  

opportunity arises to participate once again in the internship program? What if a new church 

is to be planted in our synod, and we wish to support that? These are things we have done  

in the past.  But today, we ask the question: “Where might the Holy Spirit be pointing us in  

the future?” That dream can grow as the Mission Endowment Fund might grow. What other 

wonderful directions might the Spirit take us?  
 

     Lastly, a quick mention of creative ways to participate in growing our Mission  

Endowment Fund. Are there those of us who have reached an age when we are required  

to make a mandatory withdrawal from an IRA? Instead of paying tax on that amount, all  

or part of that withdrawal can be directed (tax free) to a 501c3 entity like the Mission  

Endowment Fund. Taking out a life insurance policy with the Mission Endowment Fund  

of First Lutheran as owner and beneficiary would allow you to deduct the premiums you  

contribute to be tax-deductible. Legacy planning might include an intent to support the  

mission of First Lutheran Church into the future. And, certainly the outright generosity  

that this church has demonstrated in the past might direct giving in the future.  
 

     At the Pentecost service at the park on June 5, the noisy offering raised $220.03 for the 

Fund. Thank you! If you receive offering envelopes in the mail, this past month, you would 

have received a special offering envelope directing your donation to the Fund. If you do  

recurring giving or give online, use the drop-down box to direct a donation to Mission  

Endowment. The committee consists of Bill Nelson, Cindy Groene, Randy Mullin,  

Jill Laingen, Sarah Hofer, and Pastor Laura. Please let us know if we can answer any  

questions. 
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First 

ministries 
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Council 

 

Lance Camp—President 

Mike Eckwall—Vice-President 

Linda Sheley—Secretary  

 Mike Ficken—Treasurer 
 

Jodi Barnhart, Gary Gesme,  

Kathy Heller, Jill Laingen, 

 John Peters, Jacob Steffes,  

Phil Wildermuth 

 

  Meeting Schedule: 

     Cabinet — No meeting in July 

      Ministries — No meeting in July 
 

      Council — No meeting in July 

 

Preschool staff 
 

Misty Slaymaker, Director 

Margi Ficken 

preschool@firstgeneseo.org 

 

 

Next Chimes deadline: 

Thursday, July 7 

 

 

 

Office hours 
 

Monday-Tuesday-Thursday 

8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
 

Wednesday  

8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.  
 

Friday 

Office Closed 
 

Closed for Lunch ~ Noon–1 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

Staff schedule 
 
 

Rev. Laura Kamprath 

Monday-Thursday 
 

Rev. Matt Kamprath 

Monday & Wednesday 
 

Melinda Wildermuth 

Monday-Wednesday-Thursday 
 

 

Mary Jo Brummet 

Monday-Thursday 
 

Abbey Cathelyn 

Monday-Thursday 
 

Linda Bloomberg 

Monday-Thursday, select hours 

 
 

 

Staff Directory  
 

Rev. Laura Kamprath 

lkamprath@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Rev. Matt Kamprath 

mkamprath@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Melinda Wildermuth  

Interim Director of Worship & Music 

worship@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Mary Jo Brummet 

Parish Administrator 

mjbrummet@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Abbey Cathelyn 

Director of Youth & Family Ministry 

youth@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Linda Bloomberg 

Receptionist  

receptionist@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Jim Luikart 

Parish Accountant 

jluikart@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Tiffany Stees 

Programs Meal Coordinator 
 

Charlene Daniels 

Custodian 

cdaniels@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Larry Lord, Livestream Technician  

 

114 E. Main Street 

Geneseo, Il 61254-1566 

309-944-3196 

www.firstgeneseo.org 

e-mail: first@firstgeneseo.org 
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