
PAGE 1  

CHIMES 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH  

January 2023 

 Volume 62, Issue 1 

www.firstgeneseo.org 

     

    worship with us this weekend! 

    Informal Worship Saturday 5:30 p.m.  

         Worship & Livestream Sunday 9:30 a.m. 

 

 

Sharing Christ’s Love 

 

Congregation Forum  

 

Sunday ~ January 15, 2023 

10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary  
 

Please join the Church Council for a Congregation Forum on Sunday, January 15  

at 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary. We will present a First Reading of the 2023 Budget  

and answer your questions about the Annual Report, so that we are prepared for  

the Annual Meeting on January 22. 

 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
 

Sunday ~ January 22, 2023 

10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary  
 

Congregational Meeting Agenda: 

 

I.  Attendance and Establishment of a Quorum 

II.  Opening Prayer 

III.  Approval of Annual Meeting Minutes from January 23, 2022 

IV.  Reports of the Pastors, Program Staff, Preschool 

V.  Reports of all Ministries, Committees, and Organizations 

VI.  Treasurer’s Report and Reading of the 2023 Proposed Budget 

VII.  Adoption of Amendment of Constitution Bylaws following C5.13 

VIII.  Adoption of 2023 Budget 

IX.  Report of the Nominating Committee 

X.  Elections 

XI.    Adoption of Constitution Bylaws following C14.01. 

XII.   Adoption of Amendments to Constitution Provision C12.05. 

XIII.  Election Results 

XIV. Closing Prayer and Adjournment  

 



PAGE 2 

A Word 

From 

Pastor 

Laura 

 

Vocation 

Illinois Synod congregations regarding 

Vocation. We boldly proclaim that we are the 

Body of Christ, each of us an integral part of 

the work the Holy Spirit is doing. How do 

you live that out? What does that mean for 

you? What is your place, your function, your 

purpose in our ministry? It must mean 

something unique for each one of us, who is 

uniquely created and loved by God. We can 

help each other discover and define and live 

out our vocations. 

     Our church family at First Lutheran 

includes people with a wide range of gifts and 

talents. And I know that we are generous,  

with our time and our money. Just imagine  

the possibilities God has in store for us in the 

coming year, as we work together to listen  

for God’s call: lives lived more fully in God’s 

love; new siblings in Christ invited in to our 

community; joy shared as we gather for 

worship, service to others, and fellowship; 

God’s love shared with neighbors near and far. 

     This month, I invite you include in your 

daily prayers two things. First, ask God to 

reveal God’s calling in your life. Second, listen. 

Leave space for God to communicate with 

you. Expect that God will, in fact, do just that 

– although maybe in an unexpected way or at  

an unexpected time. And as you fulfill your 

calling, your name will be added to the list  

of the faithful whom God called, and who 

responded to that call. 

 

          —Pastor Laura 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God called Noah to build an ark. God called 

Abram and Sarai to leave their homeland and 

travel to a new place. God called Esther to 

stand up and defend her people. God called 

John to prepare the way for the Messiah. God 

called Lydia to fund the Jesus movement in its 

early days. To what is God calling you? 

     Maybe you’ve thought about this question  

a lot, or maybe it’s never crossed your mind. 

We might consider this question when we  

have big decisions to make: What major will  

I choose in college? Do I take the new job? Is  

it time to retire? Should I move across the 

country to be closer to family? 

     As a Pastor, I’ve thought about God’s call  

in my life quite a bit. I first felt called to serve 

when I was in high school. At that point, I 

didn’t know that my call would one day be to 

Word & Sacrament Ministry, but I did know 

that God was calling me to be a leader in the 

congregation and in the larger church. My 

time at Augustana College and additional 

nurturing from my home congregation, Grace 

Lutheran Church in Champaign, while I was 

studying, helped me listen closely to God’s  

call and make the leap to apply to seminary. 

     One of the great joys of my job as your 

pastor, is that I get walk alongside you all as 

we listen together to where God is calling us, 

both as a congregation and in our individual 

lives. The Vision Team has been developing a 

vision for this congregation for the next three 

years, reflecting how we hear God’s call for us. 

I am excited to be able to share some of this 

work with the congregation at our Annual 

Meeting on January 22. 

     Another exciting opportunity for our 

congregation will be launched in Lent this 

year. Bishop Stacie Fidlar and her staff are 

working to provide resources for the Northern 
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First  

Worship 

& Music 

 

 

First  

Prayer 

Please keep the following Lifelines petitions in your prayers: 

World and Community:  For the people of Ukraine. For our leaders:  President Joe Biden  

and Governor J.B. Pritzker. For health care workers. For all who work for peace and justice.  

For those serving our country in the military, especially Brian Hanshaw (Jan & Steve Weber’s  

son-in-law), Jessica Ruggles (Scott Denys’ friend’s daughter), Brandon Sandoval, Christopher Unrath,  

Law Enforcement Officers and First Responders.  

Church:  For our bishops:  Rev. Elizabeth Eaton and Rev. Stacie Fidlar. For our partners in ministry:  Pastor Daniel 

Meiyan and the people of Osupuko Parish in Tanzania, Rev. V. Samuel Kennady, Bishop of the Arcot Lutheran Synod, 

India. For missionaries who share the Gospel around the world. For Lutheran Social Services of Illinois. For our pastors, 

parish staff, Preschool staff and Church Council (names listed on pg. 10).  

Health and Wellbeing:  For all who are fighting COVID-19, Ed Chase, Joey Eaker (Jeff & Patti Boyer’s grandson), Hal 

Gustafson, Les Matson (Steve & Jodi Martin’s friend), Michelle Mustain, Greta Nordstrom, Mike Pries, Kim Sefton, Peggy 

Schram (Doris Swanson’s daughter), Kim Stadler (Kathy Rogers’ daughter) and Michelle Wilson (Katie Coppejans’ mother). 

Joys:  On the marriage of Megan Ficken to Joshua Gilligan on November 11 in Bluffton, SC. On receiving Tom Vorac  

as a new member of the congregation.  

Thanksgiving:   

Sorrows:  On the deaths of Illene Howlit, sister of Mel Becker; Judy Dean, sister of Linda Mullin; and Daniel  

Thompson, grandson of Randy & Linda Mullin.  

 

If you wish to submit a prayer request, please visit www.firstgeneseo.org and use the password First! to access the prayer request form 

in the Member Access Section. If you or a member of your family have a medical procedure planned or are admitted to the hospital, 

please call the church office. In the event of an after-hours emergency please contact Pastor Matt at 703-505-9517. 

 

January 1, 2023 

Christmas 1 – Brunch Church 

This weekend’s texts include Isaiah 63:7-9; 

Hebrews 2:10-18 and Matthew 2:13-23. 

January 7 & 8, 2023 

Baptism of Our Lord 

This weekend’s texts include Isaiah 42:1-9, 

Psalm 8, Acts 10:34-43 and Matthew 3:13-17. 
 

January 14 & 15, 2023 

Epiphany 2 

This weekend’s texts include Isaiah 49:1-7,  

1 Corinthians 1:1-9 and John 1:29-42. 

 

January 21 & 22, 2023 

Epiphany 3 

This weekend’s texts include Isaiah 9:1-4, 

Psalm 27:1, 4-9, 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 and 

Matthew 4:12-23. 
 

January 28 & 29, 2023 

Epiphany 4 

This weekend’s texts include Micah 6:1-8,  

1 Corinthians 1:18-31 and Matthew 5:1-12.  

 

Saturday Worship Notes 

For the month of January (and on into the 

rest of 2023), Saturday Informal Worship  

will regularly be in the Fellowship Room. 

Thank you to volunteers who have stepped 

up to help set up the worship space. There 

will be occasional weeks where we will  

worship in the Sanctuary, including when 

special music is scheduled, or if there is a  

Saturday event in the Fellowship Room  

that would make set-up difficult. After this 

month, we will only print the location of 

Saturday Worship on the monthly calendar 

on weeks when we worship in the  

Sanctuary.  
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First 

Ministries 

Faithtime 

 

Confirmation (7
th

 & 8
th 

graders) 

This month, we conclude our study of Luther’s Small Catechism and begin our 

Lutheran Living unit.  
 

 

     January 4 — No Confirmation Class  January 18 — The Cross  

     January 11 —  Communion    January 25 — Law & Gospel  

  

  

 

FLC Youth 

We continue to offer FLC Youth on Wednesdays from 6:15-7:30 p.m.  

 

 

Thank You 

Thank you to everyone who donated desserts, worked in the kitchen, and attended  

this year’s Christmas Walk dinner! We served approximately 100 people!  

Faithtime Kids (Wednesdays Afterschool) 

Faithtime resumes on Wednesday, January 11! 

 

 

 

All children Grades K-6                                            January’s Schedule 

3:15-3:40 p.m.   Check In, Snack & Table Talk           January 4      No Faithtime                                

3:45-3:55 p.m.   Opening in Sanctuary              January 11    Epiphany 

3:55-4:20 p.m.   Message in Classrooms   January 18    Baptism                             

4:25-5:20 p.m.   Music, Motion & Games Rotations    January 25    The Parable of the Good  

                         Closing & Dismissal in Classrooms                Shepherd   

• HELP! We desperately need extra adults to help in the classrooms. With the number  

of children in each class, we need two adults. Two of our classrooms are not adequately  

staffed, which affects the safety of our children. Please contact Abbey Cathelyn, Director  

of Youth & Family Ministry, if you can help! 

Faithtime Evening Meal 

An evening meal is offered each week during 

Faithtime. The meal will be continuously served  

from 5 to 6:15 p.m. The cost is $3 per child ages 3  

through 11, $5 for ages 12 through adult, or $20 per  

family. Everyone is invited to make Faithtime your 

mealtime! Here are the January meals: 
 

   January 4   No Meal  

   January 11    Hot Ham & Cheese Sandwiches & Tater Tots 

   January 18    Pulled Pork Sandwiches  

   January 25   Breakfast   
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First 

ministries 

 

 

First Book Club 

Join us for discussion on the content of the book Highest Duty: My Search for What Really 

Matters and faith response to the author Captain “Sully” Sullenberger on Thursday,  

January 19 at 2 p.m. (please note time changed) in Grace Place.  

     February’s book title is The Rosie Project by Graeme Simsion. The art of love is never  

a science: Meet Don Tillman, a brilliant yet socially inept professor of genetics, who’s  

decided it’s time he found a wife. In the orderly, evidence-based manner with which Don 

approaches all things, he designs the Wife Project to find his perfect partner: a sixteen-page, 

scientifically valid survey to filter out the drinkers, the smokers, the late arrivers. Rosie  

Jarman possesses all these qualities. Don easily disqualifies her as a candidate for The Wife 

Project (even if she is “quite intelligent for a barmaid”). But Don is intrigued by Rosie’s own 

quest to identify her biological father. When an unlikely relationship develops as they  

collaborate on The Father Project, Don is forced to confront the spontaneous whirlwind 

that is Rosie―and the realization that, despite your best scientific efforts, you don’t find 

love, it finds you. Pick up a copy today and begin reading this romantic comedy bursting 

with warmth, emotional depth, and...humor!  

 

Council Highlights for December 18, 2022 

Old Business 

• Approved Pastor’s Housing Allowance for 

2023.  

New Business 

• Approved funding requests from Mission 

Endowment for $1,000 for Inspire Continuing 

Care and Social Ministry for $800 for Geneseo 

Marriage and Family Counseling.  

• Preliminary Budget for 2023 was presented. 

• Approved Job Description for Financial 

Secretary. 

• Next meeting will be the Budget Meeting 

on January 9, 2023 at 7 p.m. 

 

November Financial Report  

General Fund Offering: 

November actual  $30,102 

November budget $39,250 

YTD actual        $403,365 

YTD budget           $441,917 

Net Income Over Expenses: 

 November actual  $12,853 deficit 

 November budget $705 deficit 

 YTD actual $26,285 deficit  

  YTD budget     $14,593 deficit 

 

 

 

First Friends 

Kick off 2023 with your friends at First Friends!! Come and join  

us on Thursday, January 12, at 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Room.  

A hot meal of lemon chicken and wild rice followed by some Bingo  

with fabulous prizes! Bring a friend or come make new friends. The 

cost of the meal is $6. Reserve your spot at the Welcome Center or  

call the church office at 944-3196. 
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First 

Ministries 

 

 

First Lutheran Preschool 

Preschool resumes Monday, January 9, 2023.    
 

Winter weather, ice and snow will be a focus 

for all classes in January. The 3-year-olds will 

participate in activities involving the color 

white and the triangle shape. They will go on 

a scavenger hunt in search of a gingerbread 

man and use snowmen to learn about size  

and ordering. The 4-year-olds will have  

indoor snow days, bringing the snow in for  

experiments and art. They will learn about 

owls, read the book “Owl Moon” and go  

owling. 
 

• No School on Monday, January 16 – 

Martin Luther King Jr Day 

Table Tennis Tuesdays 

Are you looking this winter season to get 

some exercise, release some stress, and have 

some fun? Join Pr. Matt in the Youth Room 

to play table tennis (on a brand spanking new 

table!) on Tuesday nights from 7-8:30 p.m.  

All skill levels are welcome. Games will be a 

mix of doubles and singles played to eleven.  

Middle School age and up are welcome to 

play. The whole community is invited to  

join us.   
 

Opportunities to Play: 

January 17 & 31 

February 21 & 28 

March 7 & 28 

 

The Word In Season Devotional Booklets 

These daily devotions offer inspiration and focus for each day. 

The January—March issue is available at the Resource Center 

in the Fellowship Room. Help yourself to a copy and enjoy! 

Global Mission Article — from Janet Larson 

Empowered Girls is a program in Tanzania and neighboring countries that provides  

leadership training to young women. Recently,the program’s founder, Kellen Msseemmaa, 

spoke to a group of  members at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Peru, Illinois about the 

program. Her husband, David Msseemmaa is connected to our companion synod in Arusha, 

Tanzania. Several young women in my ESL class are from Tanzania and Burundi and have 

been connected with the mission of Empowered Girls. They are young women who want  

to become educated and become independent, not wanting to marry young and become 

powerless over their own lives. Through connections with Global Mission of the ELCA,  

these young women have a teacher who seeks to build them as empowered young women  

to gain the confidence needed to live independently in the U.S. This has been a wonderful 

connection of accompaniment that our Northern Illinois Synod seeks to instill in our 

communities. You can learn more about Empowered Girls on most social media platforms 

like Facebook and Instagram.   
 

To Enlighten, Equip and Empower girls to thrive. 
 

• Enlighten girls about their bodies, worth, value, rights and potential. 

• Equip girls with tools to excel academically, to become leaders and to overcome  

the different challenges they face in their societies. 

• Empower girls with the courage and confidence they need to compete favorably  

and thrive. 
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First 

ministries 

 

 

Women’s Ministry 

Cover Girls Quilting 

Come and work with the “Cover Girls”  

tying quilts made of donated fabrics on 

Wednesday, January 4, 11 & 18 at 9 a.m.  

in Grace Place. The need is great! 
 

Women’s Bible Study will gather on 

Wednesday, January 25 at 1:30 p.m. in the 

Fellowship Room. We will be using the  

Bible Study from the Lutheran magazine 

“Gather.” We begin a new study of the  

Ten Commandments. Session One is  

entitled “Dancing the Decalogue” and  

covers Commandments 1 & 2. All women 

are welcome to join us for this time of  

fellowship and Bible Study. 

Altar Flowers for 2023! 

Altar flowers can be donated in honor or 

memory of a loved one, special occasion,  

or simply for the glory of God. In 2023,  

we will alternate free standing arrangements 

with arrangements in vases. The cost of two  

arrangements is $50. If you would like to  

purchase altar flowers, please sign up at the 

Welcome Center and place a check mark in 

the box next to your name if you plan to 

take the flowers with you after worship.  

HHH Community Health Series 

Upcoming Women’s Topic:   

“Maintaining Mobility” 

Women’s Health Program luncheon will  

be held at the Geneseo Community Center  

Activity Room on Thursday, January 26 

from noon — 1 p.m. Cost of the lunch is  

$10 payable at the door. Reservations may  

be made by calling Hammond-Henry  

Hospital at 944-9112 or email  

hhhfound@hammondhenry.com.    

Lifeline’s Prayer List 

Prayer is an integral part of spirituality and faith at First Lutheran Church. As a congregation 

we pray daily for those who need God’s presence and our support—church members, 

relatives, friends, neighbors, and more. You can view Prayer Requests and post your own  

by completing the online Prayer Request Form at FirstGeneseo.org Member Page 

(Password = First!), by calling the church office at 944-3196  

or scan code using your phone camera or QR code app.  

By submitting a prayer request you are indicating that you have 

obtained permission to share and print the names of those involved. 

Your prayer request will be added to Lifeline’s Prayer List and will 

remain there for six weeks. New prayer petitions are also read aloud  

in the Prayers of the Church for 2 weeks. You may request that  

we extend our prayer time beyond six weeks when needed.  

Winter Cancellation Policy 

With snow flying once again, please remember that  

First Lutheran Church follows the Geneseo School  

District 228 weather cancellations. If the school  

district cancels classes or events, First Lutheran  

cancels its programming as well. 

mailto:hhhfound@hammondhenry.com
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FLC Wins Christmas Walk  

Lighted Parade Grand Champion! 

Thank you to all who helped make our first 

entry in the lighted parade such a success: 

Gene Stees for designing and building the 

float and lending the bell, Gary Daniels for 

providing the trailer and pulling the float, 

Dean & Diane Olson for housing the float in 

their barn, Maurie Nelson for the use of his 

generator, additional volunteers Jeff & Patti 

Boyer, Dan Brudos, Erik Brudos, Jim & 

Kathy Heller, and all who walked, rode,  

and waved during the parade!  

A Heartfelt Thank You! 

The family of Roy Holmstrom would like to 

thank Pastor Matt for his wonderful message 

for Roy at his service, the beautiful music, 

and the folks that did the readings and 

helped serve communion and ushered that 

day. Many thanks to the generous folks that 

gave to Roy’s memorial to First Lutheran, 

sent cards, flowers, brought food to the 

homes of family members, and to add to the 

wonderful luncheon that the First Lutheran 

ladies and gentlemen served for our family. 

We appreciate all the support we received 

from this wonderful church family. We are 

so thankful to have all of you in our lives at 

this time. God bless! 

 

               —Sandi, Tim, Chris, Angela  

                   and all the rest of the family  

Food Pantry Collection 

The Geneseo-Atkinson Food Pantry is collecting coffee, juice, tortillas, 

sugar, tea, diapers size 4, 5, & 6, denture cream, denture cleaner, band aids 

and dish soap to share with those in our community. Donations may  

be left in the basket by the church office.  

 

Did You Know? 

• The Food Pantry partners with Unity Point to provide two Foot Care Clinics to the public  

each month. Nurses soak feet, trim and file toenails, help with ingrown toenails, and give a 

light foot massage with lotion. Please call 309-944-3165 or email geneseopantry1@gmail.com  

to make an appointment. Cost is $32 but Food Pantry guests are given a voucher. 
 

• Dietitians from Hammond-Henry Hospital will be back to teach a “New Year New Me” 

cooking class on January 17 at 10 a.m., and the public is invited. Call the Food Pantry at  

944-3165 to reserve your spot. 

Thank You 

Thank you everyone for all your continued 

prayers and support during all of my surgeries. 

I am doing okay currently.  

           

                            Happy New Year! 

                              —Kathie DeJaeger  

Thank You 
 

Dear First Lutheran Church,  
 

Thank you for continuing to bless Sol’s Legacy Ministries 

and help us to show God’s love to the children that come 

to our barn! Your gifts over the years have allowed us to 

serve more people — and now we can take the miniature 

horses out in the community more. Thank you again!  

May God bless you all!  

 

             Sincerely, 

                                            —Tonya Wells  

mailto:geneseopantry1@gmail.com
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Thank You 

First Lutheran Preschool would like to  

offer a special thank you to the Thrivent 

members who have directed their monies to 

our program through Thrivent Financials' 

Choice Program. We appreciate these 

donations to our preschool where we 

provide enriching classes in a safe and 

nurturing environment. Our preschool is a 

warm and comfortable place where children 

can grow physically, socially, intellectually 

and emotionally. Your donations are used  

to continue to enhance our program. We 

would invite Thrivent members to consider 

First Lutheran Preschool as a choice to 

receive these dollars. Thank you!  

Thank You 
 

 

 

Freedom House gratefully acknowledges your 

generous contribution on behalf of the victims 

of domestic violence and sexual assault.  

 

 

 

Dear First Lutheran Church,  
 

Thank you for your generous monetary 

contribution of $1,000. We really appreciate 

the opportunities your gift will provide to 

our clients and their children! Thank you, 

for your thoughtfulness and support! 

With the highest regards,  

 

            —Trisha Schafer,  

                       Freedom House Manager,  

                      Outreach & Facilities  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You 

Thank you to our congregation for your 

generosity to 32 nursing home residents of 

Hillcrest Home and Allure. You all helped 

make their Christmas brighter!    

 

                              —Social Ministry 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You 

Thank you First Lutheran members for  

your lovely and generous Christmas gifts  

to support the Foster Care Children of 

Lutheran Social Services. Your gifts are 

greatly appreciated by the Foster Care 

Children and Staff of LSSI. For some 

children this is the only Christmas gift they 

receive. You have shared Christ’s love by 

showing love to the children and the staff  

of LSSI. 

 

                     Grateful and Thankful,    

                       —Kathy Nelson 

 

A Note of Thanks 

Thanks to all who helped make those wonderful 

miniature Christmas trees. It was nice to be 

remembered and it brightened up my day. 

 

              Thanks again, 

                                  —Beverly Carius  
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Council 

 

Lance Camp—President 

Mike Eckwall—Vice-President 

Linda Sheley—Secretary  

 Mike Ficken—Treasurer 
 

Jodi Barnhart, Gary Gesme,  

Kathy Heller, Jill Laingen, 

 John Peters, Jacob Steffes,  

Phil Wildermuth 

 

    Meeting Schedule: 

   Cabinet — Monday, January 9 

   Ministries — Monday, January 9 

   Council — Monday, January 9 

 

Preschool staff 
 

Misty Slaymaker, Director 

Margi Ficken 

preschool@firstgeneseo.org 

 

 

Next Chimes deadline: 

Tuesday, January 10 

 

 

 

Office hours 
 

Monday-Tuesday-Thursday 

8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
 

Wednesday  

8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.  
 

Friday 

Office Closed 
 

Closed for Lunch ~ Noon–1 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

Staff schedule 
 
 

Rev. Laura Kamprath 

Monday-Thursday 
 

Rev. Matt Kamprath 

Monday & Wednesday 
 

Melinda Wildermuth 

Monday-Thursday 
 

 

Mary Jo Brummet 

Monday-Thursday 
 

Abbey Cathelyn 

Monday-Thursday 
 

Linda Bloomberg 

Monday-Thursday, select hours 

 
 

 

Staff Directory  
 

Rev. Laura Kamprath 

lkamprath@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Rev. Matt Kamprath 

mkamprath@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Melinda Wildermuth  

Director of Worship & Music 

worship@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Mary Jo Brummet 

Parish Administrator 

mjbrummet@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Abbey Cathelyn 

Director of Youth & Family Ministry 

youth@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Linda Bloomberg 

Receptionist  

receptionist@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Jim Luikart 

Parish Accountant 

jluikart@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Charlene Daniels 

Custodian 

cdaniels@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Larry Lord, Livestream Technician  

 

114 E. Main Street 

Geneseo, Il 61254-1566 

309-944-3196 

www.firstgeneseo.org 

e-mail: first@firstgeneseo.org 
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Noisy Offering  

A Noisy Offering will be collected the  

weekend of January 7 & 8 to benefit  

the Music & Arts Fund. Bring your  

nickels and dimes! 


