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    worship with us this weekend! 

    Informal Worship Saturday 5:30 p.m.  

         Worship & Livestream Sunday 9:30 a.m. 

 

 

Sharing Christ’s Love 

 Official Notice of  

Annual Congregational Meeting 
 

 

Sunday, January 23, 2022 ~ 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary  

 

Please join the Church Council for a Congregation Forum on Sunday, January 16 at 10:30 a.m. 

in the Sanctuary. We will present a First Reading of the 2022 Budget and answer your questions 

about the Annual Report, so that we are prepared for the Annual Meeting on January 23. 

 

Congregational Meeting Agenda: 

 

I.  Attendance and Establishment of a Quorum 

II.  Opening Prayer 

III.  Approval of Annual Meeting Minutes from January 24, 2021  

 and Special Congregation Meeting Minutes from August 15, 2021 

 and December 5, 2021 

IV.  Reports of the Pastors, Program Staff, Preschool 

V.  Reports of all Ministries, Committees, and Organizations 

VI.  Treasurer’s Report and Reading of the 2022 Proposed Budget 

VII.  Adoption of Resolutions 

      2021 Surplus Allocation 

VIII.  Adoption of 2022 Budget 

IX.  Report of the Nominating Committee 

X.  Elections 

XI.  Adoption of Amendment to Constitution Bylaws following C5.05. and C5.09.        

XII.  Ratification of Constitution Amendment to C11.03. 

XIII.  Election Results 

XIV.  Closing Prayer and Adjournment 
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A Word 

From 

Pastor  

Laura 

 

 

     And let me assure you of this:  God hears 

your prayers, and answers them, whether 

from the pew up front, or the pew in the last 

row, or your living room couch. You are a 

treasured and valuable part of our community 

of disciples, however you join us for worship. 

You are always welcome to pick up 

communion kits from the church office so 

that you can join us for the Sacrament. 

     Livestreaming worship is just one new  

way that technology can connect us and 

strengthen the bonds between us as siblings  

in Christ. Rejecting this new method as “less 

than” does not serve God’s church or help 

build up the kingdom. Part of our work this 

year, as our congregation discerns where is 

God is calling us in the next chapter of our 

ministry, will be to investigate other ways  

that technology can help us in our mission  

of Sharing Christ’s Love. Not everything we 

try will work well right away, but if we stop 

trying because we are leery of anything new 

or different, or because “that’s not how we 

used to do it,” we may just find that we’ve 

stopped following the Holy Spirit’s lead.  

And that’s not a risk I’m willing to take. 

     Let us pray:  Holy Spirit, lead us in your 

way, whatever that way may be. If your way 

includes uncharted territory and learning new 

skills for ministry, help us be persistent and 

committed disciples. Give us the courage we  

need for the task ahead. In Jesus’ name we pray, 

Amen. 

   —Pastor Laura 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we prepare for another annual meeting, I’m 

reminded for the second year in a row how much 

has changed for our congregation over 12 short 

months. So much change so quickly (in our faith 

communities and in every other area of our lives)  

can leave us feeling disoriented and anxious. And 

that, in turn, can cause us to long for the way 

things used to be. 

     And there’s nothing wrong with celebrating 

where we’ve come from – to remember good years 

and faithful servants who have come before us. But 

if longing for the return of former traditions stops 

us from exploring where the Holy Spirit might be 

leading us next, we might miss out on discovering 

and participating in God’s vision for us. 

     Recently on Facebook, I came across a post,  

as I scrolled, that was a lament, purportedly from  

a church leader, about how problematic 

worshipping from home is for the church. The 

implication was that if you were worshipping from 

home instead of coming to in-person worship, you 

were lazy, and that if you really cared about your 

church, you would come to worship in the 

building. 

     I want to assure you all that Pastor Matt and I, 

and the rest of the leaders of FLC, do not share 

that lament. Joining us for online worship or  

other virtual discipleship practices are fruitful and 

authentic ways to express and exercise faith. There 

are so many reasons why you may choose to 

worship with us via a livestream or a recording,  

or join a meeting via Zoom, or participate in our 

common life in other “non-traditional” ways. I 

rejoice when I see your comments following 

Sunday morning worship, to know that you have 

joined our gathering, from your couch, your 

hospital bed, or your lounge chair on the beach 

while you’re on vacation. Some of you may join 

while you’re home with a sick child, or in order  

to keep others safe because you woke up with a 

suspicious cough, or because your immune system 

is compromised and worshipping in the same room 

as 100 other people is simply too risky, or for any 

number of other reasons. 
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First  

Worship 

& Music 

 

 

First  

Prayer 

Please keep the following Lifelines petitions in your prayers: 

World and Community:  For the people of Afghanistan. For our leaders:  President Joe Biden  

and Governor J.B. Pritzker. For health care workers. For all who work for peace and justice.  

For those serving our country in the military, especially Josh Francis (Paul & Kay Terpening’s  

nephew), Raul Falcon (Ted & Lanell Carpenter’s neighbors’ son), Brian Hanshaw (Jan & Steve Weber’s son-in-law),  

Geoffrey Lindesmith (Austin Ross’ friend), Jessica Ruggles (Scott Denys friend’s daughter), Brandon Sandoval,  

Brian Sandoval, Christopher Unrath, Law Enforcement Officers and First Responders. 

Church:  For our bishops:  Rev. Elizabeth Eaton and Rev. Jeff Clements. For our partners in ministry:  Pastor Daniel 

Meiyan and the people of Osupuko Parish in Tanzania, Rev. Raja Socrates, Bishop of the Arcot Lutheran Synod, India. 

For missionaries who share the Gospel around the world. For Lutheran Social Services of Illinois. For our pastors, parish 

staff, Preschool staff and Church Council (names listed on pg. 10). 

Health and Wellbeing:  For all who are fighting COVID-19, Janet Anderson (Maurice & Brenda Nelson’s friend), Lonnie 

Anderson (Kathy Heller’s brother), Betty Clark (Mike Clark’s mother), Quinn Collins (Mike & Ethel Pries’ granddaughter), 

Gary Engelsen (Kim Sefton’s uncle), Hal Gustafson, Nancy Gustafson, Carol Harris (Diane Converse’s mother), Roy &  

Sandi Holmstrom, Mike Lee (Jacob Martin’s uncle), Michelle Mustain, Kim Sefton, Peggy Schram (Doris Swanson’s  

daughter), Charlotte Sperfslage (Mel & Lila Becker’s great granddaughter), Ray Sterling and Tracey Vinavich (Kathy  

Nelson's colleague) and family.  

Joys:  On the baptism of Ryan Lea Camp, daughter of Lance & Katelyn Camp. On the births of Emma Margret  

Dunagan, great niece of Kathy Nelson; Lucas Andrew Wildermuth, son of Taylor & Bridgett Wildermuth and grandson 

of Phil & Melinda Wildermuth; and Garrett Egan Steffes, son of Jacob & Julie Steffes. To be free to worship freely.  

For the beautiful hymn from ALCM – Thank you for all musicians who worked to put that piece together. Thank you, 

musicians of First Lutheran, for sharing your fit of music.  –Kathy Nelson 

Thanksgiving:  Laura Wayne gives thanks for all the prayers for her brother, Doug Adams who is home and doing well. 

For the Faithtime students and all who provided the lovely Christmas program. For the joy and thanks to celebrate the 

birth of Jesus. Thank you to all staff and volunteers who have faithfully worked to help us celebrate this Christmas  

season.  –Kathy Nelson For open doors and hospitality shown to our neighbors and strangers. For gratitude for the  

faithful servants who extended hospitality to dinner guest.  –Janet Larson  

Sorrows:  On the deaths of Marjorie Miller, member; Marilyn Juliot, member; Jerry Johnson, member; John Phillips, 

member; and Lila Borkgren, member.  

 

If you wish to submit a prayer request, please visit www.firstgeneseo.org and use the password First! to access the prayer request form 

in the Member Access Section. If you or a member of your family have a medical procedure planned or are admitted to the hospital, 

please call the church office. In the event of an after-hours emergency please contact Pastor Matt at 703-505-9517. 

January 1 & 2, 2022  

Christmas 2 

This weekend’s texts include Jeremiah 31:7-14, 

Ephesians 1:3-14 and John 1:10-18. 

 

January 8 & 9, 2022  

Baptism of Our Lord 

This weekend’s texts include Isaiah 43:1-7, 

Psalm 29, Acts 8:14-17 and Luke 3:15-17,  

21-22. 

 

January 15 & 16, 2022  

Epiphany 2 

This weekend’s texts include Isaiah 62:1-5, 

Psalm 36:5-10, 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 and  

John 2:1-11. 
 

 

January 22 & 23, 2022  

Epiphany 3 

This weekend’s texts include Nehemiah 8:1-3, 

5-6, 8-10, 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a and Luke 

4:14-21.  
 

January 29 & 30, 2022  

Epiphany 4 

This weekend’s texts include Jeremiah 1:4-10, 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 and Luke 4:21-30. 
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First 

Faithtime 

Ministries 

 

 

           WINGO Night ~ Wednesday, January 26! 

Confirmation and Senior High Youth are invited to WINGO Night on Wednesday,  

January 26 at 6:15 p.m.! We will play Bingo and enjoy some wings in the Fellowship Room. 

There will be prizes! Bring a friend! You don't want to miss out on this fun night!  

                                

 

A Note of Thanks! 

Thank you to everyone who donated desserts, worked in the kitchen, and attended this  

years’ pasta dinner! The money that was brought in will be split between High School 

missions and Confirmation. 

 

Confirmation (7
th

 & 8
th 

graders) 

This month, we conclude our exploration of the four  

Gospels and join the High School youth for a time of  

fellowship! 
 

 January 5 — No Confirmation Class  

 January 12 — Luke 

 January 19 — John 

 January 26 — Wingo (Wings + Bingo Fellowship Event) 

Faithtime Kids (Wednesdays Afterschool) 

Faithtime resumes Wednesday, January 12! 
 
 

All children Grades K-6 
 

3:15-3:45 p.m.   Check In, Snack & Table Talk                   

3:45-4:00 p.m.   Whole Group Game 

4:00-4:10 p.m.   Opening in Sanctuary 

4:10-5:30 p.m.   Message, Music & Motion  

5:30 p.m.          Check Out in Sanctuary 
 

January’s schedule: 
  

 January 5 — No Faithtime           

 January 12 — Wedding at Cana 

 January 19 — Jesus Goes To Nazareth 

 January 26 — Jeremiah 
 

• Looking ahead:  Our next Family Worship 

service will be Wednesday, February 16. 

Faithtime Evening Meal 

An evening meal is offered each week during 

Faithtime. The meal will be continuously 

served from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. The cost is $2 

per child ages 3 through 11, $4 for ages 12 

through adult, or $15 per family. Everyone  

is invited to make Faithtime your mealtime! 

Following is a listing of our January meals: 
 

    January 5       No Faithtime/No Meal 

    January 12     Pulled Pork Sandwiches 

    January 19     Breakfast  

    January 26     Pasta Bar         
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First 

ministries 

 

 

First Book Club 

Come and join us for discussion on the content of the book “The Book of Lost Names” and 

faith response to the author Kristin Harmel on Thursday, January 20 at 5 p.m. in Grace 

Place. 

• February’s book title is “The For Winds” by Kristin Hannah. “My land tells its story if  

you listen. The story of our family.” Texas, 1921. A time of abundance. The Great War is 

over, the bounty of the land is plentiful, and America is on the brink of a new and optimistic 

era. But for Elsa Wolcott, deemed too old to marry in a time when marriage is a woman’s 

only option, the future seems bleak. Until the night she meets Rafe Martinelli and decides  

to change the direction of her life. With her reputation in ruin, there is only one respectable 

choice: marriage to a man she barely knows. 

     By 1934, the world has changed; millions are out of work and drought has devastated the 

Great Plains. Farmers are fighting to keep their land and their livelihoods as crops fail and  

water dries up and the earth cracks open. Dust storms roll relentlessly across the plains. 

Everything on the Martinelli farm is dying, including Elsa’s tenuous marriage; each day is  

a desperate battle against nature and a fight to keep her children alive. 

     In this uncertain and perilous time, Elsa―like so many of her neighbors―must make  

an agonizing choice: fight for the land she loves or leave it behind and go west, to California, 

in search of a better life for her family. 

     Pick up your copy today and begin reading this rich, sweeping novel that stunningly 

brings to life the Great Depression and the people who lived through it.  

The Word In Season Devotional 

Booklets 

These daily devotions offer inspiration and 

focus for each day. The January—March  

issue is available at the Resource Center in 

the Fellowship Room. Help yourself to a 

copy and enjoy! 

Altar Flowers for 2022! 

Altar flowers can be donated in honor or 

memory of a loved one, special occasion, or 

simply for the glory of God. The cost of two 

arrangements is $50. The following dates are 

open for flower donations. 
 

 January 9, 16, 23 & 30 

 February 6, 20 & 27 

 April 24 

 May 1, 8, 15 & 29 

 June 5 

 July 17, 24 & 31 

 August 7, 14 & 28 

 September 4, 11 & 18 

 October 9, 16 & 30 

 November 13 
 

If you would like to purchase altar flowers, 

please sign up at the Welcome Center or call  

the church office at 944-3196. 

First Friends 

Make a New Year’s resolution to come enjoy First Friends 

each month in 2022! Menu for Thursday, January 13 at 

11:30 a.m. will be baked chicken and wild rice. Stay and 

Play a few rounds of Bingo (with FABULOUS prizes) or 

just stay and enjoy a warm meal and conversation. Bring  

a friend or come make new friends. The cost of the meal  

is $5. Please sign up at the Welcome Center or call the 

church office.  
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First 

ministries 

 

 

First Lutheran Preschool 

Preschool Resumes Monday, January 3,  

2022. Winter weather, ice and snow will  

be a focus for all classes in January.  The  

3-year-olds will participate in activities 

involving the color white and the triangle 

shape. They will go on a scavenger hunt  

in search of a gingerbread man and use 

snowmen to learn about size and ordering. 

The 4-year-olds will have indoor snow days, 

bringing the snow in for experiments and  

art. They will learn about owls, read the  

book “Owl Moon” and go owling. 
 

• No School on Monday, January 17 – 

Martin Luther King Jr Day 

Did You Know? 

The Lutheran World Relief (LWR) kits and 

quilts were sent off in the fall of 2021. We 

hope these will help affirm God’s love for  

all people around the world. Thanks to your 

generosity and help our numbers cam to: 
 

 Personal Care Kits  96     

 School Kits             43  

 Baby Care Kits               8 

      Fabric Kits          2 

 Quilts   65    

• LWR (50) and World Relief in Moline (15) 
 

It’s time to start a new year … more quilts  

and kits will be assemble in 2022!  

 

Council Highlights for December 20, 2021 

New Business 

• Reviewed the preliminary budget for 2022.  

• Approved the Housing Allowance for the 

Pastors. 

• Reviewed the report from the Nominating 

Committee.  

• Reviewed our COVID protocol due to 

change in risk in Henry County.  

• The Budget Forum is set for January 16, 

2022 and the Annual Meeting on January 23, 

2022. Both meetings will occur after service, 

starting at 10:30 a.m. and will be held  

In Person only.  

 

 

• Approved two funding requests from  

Social Ministry:  $600 for World Relief Quad 

Cities and $600 for ELCA Lutheran Disaster 

Response.  

November Financial Report  

General Fund Offering: 

November actual  $40,836 

November budget $34,167 

YTD actual        $404,273 

YTD budget           $395,334 

Net Income Over Expenses: 

 November actual  $2,288 surplus 

 November budget $4,203 deficit  

 YTD actual $3,862 deficit 

  YTD budget     $42,763 deficit 

   Family Fun BINGO Night! 

    Sunday, January 23 from 4-6 p.m. 
 

    Fun for the entire family — All ages! 

    Come and join us in the Fellowship Room for 

    a few rounds of Bingo plus food and fellowship!  
 

        Bingo — Prizes — Snacks  

  Walking Taco or Loaded Baked Potato  

                 Carrots & Dip — Pop — Sundaes 
 

                              Lots of fun prizes!!  
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First 

ministries 

 

 

Women’s Ministry 

Cover Girls Quilting 

Come and work with the “Cover Girls” 

tying quilts made of donated fabrics on 

Wednesday, January 5, 12 & 19 at 9 a.m.  

in Grace Place. The need is great! 

Women’s Bible Study will be held on 

Wednesday, January 19 at 9 a.m. in the 

Fellowship Room. We will be using the 

Lutheran magazine, “Gather” for our study 

guide. All women are welcome to join us  

for this time of fellowship and Bible Study.  

 

Food Pantry Collection 

The Geneseo-Atkinson Food Pantry is collecting juice, coffee, creamer, chunky 

style soup, tortillas, garbage bags, children’s cold medicine, denture cleanser, paper 

plates and gallon freezer bags to share with those in our community. Donations 

may be left in the basket by the church office.  
 

 Did you know … The Food Pantry distributed Thanksgiving food baskets to 93 households, 

and 75 households received food in November. Eighty-six households picked up baskets of food 

for their Christmas dinner. Twenty-nine families received Christmas gifts from donors. All  

guests who received food were given a coupon to choose holiday gifts provided by many donors. 

The joy in giving and the gratitude in receiving were prevalent throughout the holidays at the 

Food Pantry! 

A Special Note of Thanks! 

Thank you to our awesome congregation 

who supported our Angel Tree this year!  

We were able to bring some Christmas cheer 

to senior residents of Allure and Hillcrest 

Home plus LSSI foster children. Many of 

these people have little support in these 

times, and Social Ministry is grateful for 

your caring and thoughtfulness.  

May you have a Blessed New Year. 

 

                           —Social Ministry  

 

 

Thank You 

Thank you to all who purchased gifts for  

LSSI Foster Care Children. The LSSI Foster  

Care Staff were thrilled to see all the gifts 

and very appreciative for your support.  

You made Christmas special for LSSI and 

the Foster Care Children. Thank you! 

 

                          —Kathy Nelson 

 

 

Thank You! 
 

Because of good-hearted people like you, this 

world is a nicer place. Thank you for your 

generous donations of Christmas gifts for 

our Foster Care Children. Your kindness is 

appreciated more than words can say.  

 

                       Warmest Regards, 

          —Lutheran Social Services of Illinois -  

                     Moline Foster Care Team 
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Council 

 

Jodi Barnhart—President 

Gary Gesme—Vice-President 

Linda Sheley—Secretary  

 Mike Ficken—Treasurer 
 

Anne Calder, Lance Camp,  

Johanna Hager, Kathy Heller,  

Jill Laingen, Cathy Runty,   

Mike Slaymaker, Jacob Steffes,  

Phil Wildermuth 

 

      Meeting Schedule: 

     Cabinet — Monday, January 10 

     Special Council Meeting — 

     Monday, January 10 at 7 p.m. 
 

     Council — Monday, January 17 

 

Preschool staff 
 

Misty Slaymaker, Director 

Margi Ficken 

preschool@firstgeneseo.org 

 

 

Next Chimes deadline: 

Tuesday, January 11 

 

Office hours 
 

Monday-Tuesday-Thursday 

8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
 

Wednesday  

8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.  
 

Friday 

Office Closed 
 

Closed for Lunch ~ Noon–1 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

Staff schedule 
 
 

Rev. Laura Kamprath 

Monday-Thursday 
 

Rev. Matt Kamprath 

Monday & Wednesday 
 

Morgan Sarber  

Monday-Thursday 
 

 

Mary Jo Brummet 

Monday-Thursday 
 

Abbey Cathelyn 

Monday-Thursday 
 

Linda Bloomberg 

Monday-Thursday, select hours 

 
 

 

Staff Directory  
 

Rev. Laura Kamprath 

lkamprath@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Rev. Matt Kamprath 

mkamprath@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Morgan Sarber  

Director of Worship & Music 

worship@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Mary Jo Brummet 

Parish Administrator 

mjbrummet@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Abbey Cathelyn 

Director of Youth & Family Ministry 

youth@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Linda Bloomberg 

Receptionist  

receptionist@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Jim Luikart 

Parish Accountant 

jluikart@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Jennifer Johnson 

Programs Meal Coordinator 
 

Charlene Daniels 

Custodian 

cdaniels@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Melinda Wildermuth 

Staff Musician 

 

114 E. Main Street 

Geneseo, Il 61254-1566 

309-944-3196 

www.firstgeneseo.org 

e-mail: first@firstgeneseo.org 

 

A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
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First Lutheran Church 

Winter Cancellation Policy 

With snow flying once again, please remember 

that First Lutheran Church follows the Geneseo 

School District 228 weather cancellations. If the 

school district cancels classes or events, First 

Lutheran cancels its programming as well. 


