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    worship with us this weekend! 

    Informal Worship Saturday 5:30 p.m.  

         Worship & Livestream Sunday 9:30 a.m. 

 

 

Sharing Christ’s Love 

We are excited to welcome Melinda Wildermuth to our staff as Director of  

Worship & Music! Melinda has served as the Interim Director of Worship &  

Music this summer, and previously served as our Staff Musician since 2019.  

Prior to that, she was the volunteer choir accompanist for several years, and prior to that, she served 

here as the Director of Worship & Music from 1995 to 2014. Beginning August 13, Melinda will be 

on staff once again full-time. She shares a little bit about herself and her ministry:  I am married to 

Phil, and we are blessed to have two of our children, Abbey Cathelyn and Taylor Wildermuth,  

worship here at First with their families. Our son Jordan lives in Elgin, IL with his family and they 

worship at Shepherd of the Prairie Lutheran Church in Huntley, IL. I am also blessed to have two 

callings in my life: music ministry and nursing. Most recently I have taught nursing courses at Trinity 

College of Nursing & Health Sciences but once again my calling has shifted back to music ministry, 

and I am delighted to be back at First. I look forward to serving this wonderful congregation and 

working with Pastors Matt and Laura to create meaningful worship experiences and opportunities.   

Blessing of the Backpacks 
 

The weekend of August 13 & 14 will be a chance 

for First Lutheran to offer Back to School Blessings 

for our students, teachers, and all who are gearing 

up for a new school year. Children and students  

of all ages are invited to bring their backpacks to 

worship for a blessing and receive a tag for their 

backpack! There will also be a blessing for teachers 

and those who work in the schools. We ask that 

you pray for our students and teachers as they  

begin a new year!  

 Welcome Melinda Wildermuth 

 Director of Worship & Music  

Blessing of the Animals 
 

Bring your pet for a celebration of God’s creatures. 

We’re inviting all our furry and feathered friends    

for a special blessing. 

Please plan to join us  

Sunday, August 21  

at 4 p.m. for this  

outdoor service 

(weather permitting) 

in the parking lot on the corner of Oakwood  

and Main. Special treats provided! 
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A Word 

From 

Pastor  

Laura 
      We are asking everyone to complete the 

form (whether hard copy or online) and return 

it to the church office by August 15. Of course, 

we will accept forms after this date, but there is 

much to prepare in our coming program year,  

and our staff is eager to get the information we 

need to start matching your spiritual gifts with 

our congregation’s needs. The Holy Spirit has  

been working all summer, gathering gifted 

people to help with Vacation Bible School, 

Music Camp, and all of our summer Worship 

opportunities. Now it’s time to reset and get 

ready for a new Faithtime year, and new 

program year, a new church year (starting in 

Advent), and a new administrative year  

(starting in January with our Annual Meeting). 

Some of us will be called upon to try new  

tasks, join new teams, and help in new ways.  

I will be praying that God gives you each the 

gift of discernment, that you know when it’s 

the right time to say “Yes” to that call. 

      And, when it is the right time, you can  

say (or sing),  

 Here I am, Lord.  

 Is it I, Lord?  

 I have heard you calling in the night.  

 I will go, Lord, if you lead me.  

 I will hold your people in my heart. 
        

(ELW 574 Here I Am, Lord;  

text by Daniel L. Schutte) 

 

                    —Pastor Laura 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

I am hopeful that many accepted my invitation 

last month to complete the Spiritual Gifts 

Assessment. I completed it for myself (it took 

less than 10 minutes) and made note of my  

scores. I happened to score the highest in 

Exhortation, Leadership, and Pastoral, with 

Discernment, Evangelism, and Music-

Instrumental not far behind.  

      This month, you are invited to share the 

results of the assessment with us. There are  

two ways to do this. You can access the form 

linked in the congregational email sent on  

July 29; or you can complete the hard copy 

included in this month’s Chimes and return  

it to the church.  

As you are sharing the results of your Spiritual 

Gifts Assessment, you will choose how many 

boxes to check on the form – in my case, I 

would choose at least those top 6, and perhaps 

even a few more. Each of these spiritual gifts 

may correlate to a wide variety of ministry 

tasks. It will be our job, as a ministry team, to 

review the results you share with us and match 

up your gifts with our congregation’s ministry 

needs. I will be working closely with Pastor 

Matt, Melinda, Abbey, and Mary Jo to do  

just this.  

      In addition to learning what your spiritual 

gifts are, there is a place on the form where  

you can indicate your ability to help fill some  

of our immediate ministry needs. Many of you 

are already serving in one or more of these areas 

(Thank You!). As we invite new people to join 

the teams, those who know the ropes may be 

asked to help train someone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sharing My Gifts ~ Part 2 

The Pastors’ Office has had a bit of a facelift! You’re welcome to stop by during 

the week (Monday through Thursday) or when you’re here for weekend Worship 

to see the redesigned space. [Except for the week of August 8-14, when you can 

see the office but not us! We will be on vacation.] 



PAGE 3 

First  

Worship 

& Music 

 

 

First  

Prayer 

Please keep the following Lifelines petitions in your prayers: 

World and Community:  For the people of Ukraine. For our leaders:  President Joe Biden  

and Governor J.B. Pritzker. For health care workers. For all who work for peace and justice.  

For those serving our country in the military, especially Josh Francis (Paul & Kay Terpening’s  

nephew), Raul Falcon (Ted & Lanell Carpenter’s neighbors’ son), Brian Hanshaw (Jan & Steve Weber’s son-in-law),  

Geoffrey Lindesmith (Austin Ross’ friend), Jessica Ruggles (Scott Denys’ friend’s daughter), Brandon Sandoval,  

Brian Sandoval, Christopher Unrath, Law Enforcement Officers and First Responders. 

Church:  For our bishops:  Rev. Elizabeth Eaton and Rev. Jeff Clements. For bishop elect Rev. Stacie Fidlar. For all  

voting members, especially Erik Bergren, of Churchwide Assembly. For our partners in ministry:  Pastor Daniel Meiyan 

and the people of Osupuko Parish in Tanzania, Rev. Raja Socrates, Bishop of the Arcot Lutheran Synod, India. For  

missionaries who share the Gospel around the world. For Lutheran Social Services of Illinois. For our pastors, parish 

staff, Preschool staff and Church Council (names listed on pg. 6).  

Health and Wellbeing:  For all who are fighting COVID-19, Glen Anderson, Janet Anderson, Lonnie Anderson  

(Kathy Heller’s brother), Kathie DeJaeger, Judi Denys, Terry Dunlap (Judi Denys’ nephew), Joey Eaker (Jeff & Patti Boyer’s  

grandson), Arlene Gesme, Bill Menendez, Michelle Mustain, Amber Myers (Jodi Barnhart’s cousin), Janice Nelson, Dean 

Olson, Dan Ray (Julie Kunkel’s brother), Kim Sefton, Peggy Schram (Doris Swanson’s daughter), and Janet Stees.  

Joys:   

Thanksgiving:   

Sorrows:   

 

If you wish to submit a prayer request, please visit www.firstgeneseo.org and use the password First! to access the prayer request form 

in the Member Access Section. If you or a member of your family have a medical procedure planned or are admitted to the hospital, 

please call the church office. In the event of an after-hours emergency please contact Pastor Matt at 703-505-9517. 

August 6 & 7, 2022 

Season of Creation:  Ocean and Lake 

This weekend’s text is Job 38:1-18, Psalm 

104:1-9, 24-26, Revelation 16:1-9 and Luke  

5:1-11. 

 

August 13 & 14, 2022 

Season of Creation:  Storm & Weather 

This weekend’s text is Job 28:20-27, Psalm 29, 

Revelation 4:1-8 and Luke 8:22-25. 

 

August 20 & 21, 2022 

Season of Creation:  Animal 

This weekend’s text is Job 39:1-8, 26-30,  

Psalm 104:14-23, Revelation 5:1-10 and  

Luke 12:22-31. 

 

August 27 & 28, 2022 

Season of Creation:  Cosmos 

This weekend’s text is Proverbs 8:22-31,  

Psalm 148, Colossians 1:15-20 and Luke  

24:44-53. 

 

 

 

What is Season of Creation? 

The Season of Creation is an optional season 

that can be inserted into many different parts 

of the church year. Developed by three 

ecotheologians, Season of Creation was first 

imagined by Norman Habel and then further 

developed in cooperation with David Rhoads 

and H. Paul Santmire. Churches that use the 

Revised Common Lectionary (RCL) follow 

the life of Jesus, God the Son, through the 

seasons of the church year. During ordinary 

time the focus is on God the Spirit’s action  

in the Church. But there is not a specific time 

to focus on God the Creator. In the words of 

its developers, the Season of Creation gives  

us “time to turn our attention to God’s  

relationship with all creation and with our 

relationship with creation (and with God 

through creation.) This Season brings the  

celebration of Earth fully into the orbit of 

Christian worship as a natural and integral 

part of the church year.” 
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First 

Ministries 

Faithtime 

 

Confirmation Milestone 

On the weekend of August 27 & 28, we  

will be blessing our new students who are 

entering Confirmation this year. This  

milestone marks the commencement of  

a new chapter of involvement in the faith  

community and commitment to lifelong 

learning and serving in the body of Christ. 

Students will also receive their Confirmation 

Bibles during worship.  

 

 

Acolyte Training  

Mark your calendar … Acolyte Training  

will be in the Sanctuary on Wednesday,  

August 31 at 6 p.m. All students (returning 

and new) are expected to attend.  

 

First Book Club 

First Book Club will resume this fall on Thursday, September 15. Our first book title is 

Educated by Tara Westover.  

 Born to survivalists in the mountains of Idaho, Tara Westover was seventeen the first 

time she set foot in a classroom. Her family was so isolated from mainstream society that 

there was no one to ensure the children received an education, and no one to intervene when 

one of Tara’s older brothers became violent. When another brother got himself into college, 

Tara decided to try a new kind of life. Her quest for knowledge transformed her, taking her 

over oceans and across continents, to Harvard and to Cambridge University. Only then 

would she wonder if she’d traveled too far, if there was still a way home. Pick up a copy 

today and begin reading one of the most acclaimed books of our time! 
 

• A complete listing of the 2022-23 book titles and authors is available at the Resource 

    Center in the Fellowship Room.  

Faithtime Kids 

Faithtime registration is open! Faithtime  

is open to anyone in grades K-6! A link to  

the online form was sent to First Lutheran  

families and current Faithtime Kids on  

July 25. If you know of other families in  

our community that would like to join,  

please contact Abbey Cathelyn, Director  

of Youth & Family Ministry, or scan the  

QR code below. The deadline to register  

is Monday, August 15. Be on the lookout  

for the Faithtime Brochure in your mail  

for detailed information! Our first night of 

Faithtime will be Wednesday, September 7. 

Faithtime—Evening Meal 

Beginning on September 7, an evening meal will be offered once again during Faithtime. The meal  

will be continuously served from 5 p.m. through 6:15 p.m. The cost is $3 per child ages 3 through 11,  

$5 for ages 12 through adult, or $20 per family. Anyone and everyone is invited to join us at Faithtime 

meals every Wednesday. Come and experience the fellowship at Faithtime’s evening meal! 
 

 

• Faithtime Meal Team Volunteers are Needed!  

We are recruiting people to join our Meal Teams — please contact Tiffany Stees, Programs Meal  

Coordinator, at 309-507-0579 or tiffanymstees@gmail.com.  
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Food Pantry Collection 

The Geneseo-Atkinson Food Pantry is collecting mayonnaise, taco shells,  

vegetable oil, cooking spray, garbage bags, laundry soap, shampoo, conditioner  

and paper plates to share with those in our community. Donations may be 

left in the basket by the church office.  
 

Did You Know? 

The Food Pantry has a list of school supplies currently needed on Amazon Smile. When you 

purchase an item, choose the Geneseo-Atkinson Food Pantry as your charitable organization. 

Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of eligible smile.amazon.com purchases (every item on our 

wish list is eligible) to the charities selected by customers. Thank you for your support! Visit  

our School Supplies Charity List to purchase from Amazon Smile.  

Women’s Ministry 

Cover Girls Quilting 

Come see what Cover Girls are all about! 

Join us for a time of fellowship and fun  

tying quilts for LWR and the needy on 

Wednesday, August 3, 10 and 17 at 9 a.m.  

in Grace Place. No experience necessary! 

 

Women’s Bible Study will gather on  

Wednesday, August 24 at 1:30 p.m. in the 

Fellowship Room. We will be using the  

Lutheran magazine, “Gather” for our study 

guide. All women are welcome to join us  

for this time of fellowship and Bible Study.  

Lutheran World Relief School Kits 

Items for Lutheran World Relief school kits 

will be collected through August. During  

the next few weeks, please clip the “School  

Kit needs” list and donate what you can in  

the basket located by the church office. Each 

kit also contains #2 unsharpened pencils and  

we have enough of these to complete this  

year’s kits.  
 

Please Note ~ Each school kit requires  

four of the 70-sheet spiral notebooks.  

 

 

 

 

First 

ministries 

 

 

June Financial Report 

General Fund Offering: 

June actual   $30,303 

June budget $37,167 

YTD actual        $238,092 

YTD budget           $254,000 

Net Income Over Expenses: 

 June actual  $6,557 deficit 

 June budget $2,867 deficit 

 YTD actual $11,419 deficit  

  YTD budget     $5,696 deficit 

List of LWR School Kit Items 

• 70-sheet spiral notebooks (no loose-leaf paper)  

• rulers (30 cm) 

• pencil sharpeners 

• blunt scissors  

• black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink) 

• Crayons (16 or 24 count) 

• 2 ½” erasers 

A Note of Thanks 
 

Dear Scholarship Committee, 
 

Thank you so much for awarding me with a 

scholarship! I appreciate your generosity and 

support. I am looking forward to continuing 

my education at Cornell College! I am excited 

to grow as a student and person with God’s 

grace!    

   Thank you, 

            Emma Slaymaker 

https://smile.amazon.com/?fbclid=IwAR04Z6hJOE14nh1aADIrS1ZmljzQ6JJk6mO2gt96LbJva3WdMBno_RXrPP0
https://smile.amazon.com/hz/charitylist/ls/2RE1U8R3YSIZF
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Council 

 

Lance Camp—President 

Mike Eckwall—Vice-President 

Linda Sheley—Secretary  

 Mike Ficken—Treasurer 
 

Jodi Barnhart, Gary Gesme,  

Kathy Heller, Jill Laingen, 

 John Peters, Jacob Steffes,  

Phil Wildermuth 

 

  Meeting Schedule: 

     Cabinet — Monday, August 8 

      Ministries — Monday, August 8 
 

      Council — Monday, August 15 

 

Preschool staff 
 

Misty Slaymaker, Director 

Margi Ficken 

preschool@firstgeneseo.org 

 

 

Next Chimes deadline: 

Thursday, August 11 

 

 

 

Office hours 
 

Monday-Tuesday-Thursday 

8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
 

Wednesday  

8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.  
 

Friday 

Office Closed 
 

Closed for Lunch ~ Noon–1 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

Staff schedule 
 
 

Rev. Laura Kamprath 

Monday-Thursday 
 

Rev. Matt Kamprath 

Monday & Wednesday 
 

Melinda Wildermuth 

Monday-Thursday 
 

 

Mary Jo Brummet 

Monday-Thursday 
 

Abbey Cathelyn 

Monday-Thursday 
 

Linda Bloomberg 

Monday-Thursday, select hours 

 
 

 

Staff Directory  
 

Rev. Laura Kamprath 

lkamprath@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Rev. Matt Kamprath 

mkamprath@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Melinda Wildermuth  

Interim Director of Worship & Music 

worship@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Mary Jo Brummet 

Parish Administrator 

mjbrummet@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Abbey Cathelyn 

Director of Youth & Family Ministry 

youth@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Linda Bloomberg 

Receptionist  

receptionist@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Jim Luikart 

Parish Accountant 

jluikart@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Tiffany Stees 

Programs Meal Coordinator 
 

Charlene Daniels 

Custodian 

cdaniels@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Larry Lord, Livestream Technician  

 

114 E. Main Street 

Geneseo, Il 61254-1566 

309-944-3196 

www.firstgeneseo.org 

e-mail: first@firstgeneseo.org 
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Noisy Offering  

A Noisy Offering will be collected the weekend 

of August 6 & 7 to benefit Backpack Blessings 

which provides tasteful, nutritious meals for 

children in the Geneseo School District who  

live in food insecure households, or for those 

without consistent access to food.  


