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    worship with us this weekend! 

    Saturday 5:30 p.m. & Sunday 9:30 a.m. 

            Worship livestreamed on Facebook 

              Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

 

Sharing Christ’s Love 

Faithtime is an afternoon and evening of “Sharing Christ’s Love” 

through fellowship, music, education, and meal. Our 2021-2022  

program year will kick off on Wednesday, September 8. A  

Faithtime brochure highlighting the complete schedule and  

opportunities will be coming soon!  
 

New this year! Faithtime meals for the month of September  

will be offered for free! We are excited to welcome everyone  

back after a long break, and to see some new faces and meet  

new friends! 

 Coming in September! 

Back to School Blessings 

The weekend of August 7 & 8 will be a chance for First Lutheran to offer Back to School Blessings for 

our students, teachers, and all who are gearing up for a new school year. Children and students of all ages 

are invited to bring their backpacks to worship for a blessing and receive  

a tag for their backpack! There will also be a blessing for teachers and  

those who work in the schools. This time of blessing will be a part of  

all weekend worship opportunities, including online worship.  

Special Congregational Meeting  
 

Sunday, August 15, 2021 at 10:30 a.m.  
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A Word 

From 

Pastor  

Matt 

Some Change 

     We truly hope for this venture to be just 

the beginning of a joint effort between two 

churches to grow in relationship. There  

really is no limit to how we can grow in  

this area. We hope to bring together both 

churches to collaborate with their youth 

programs, with Bible study groups, with 

opportunities to serve our communities,  

and even with opportunities to worship 

together in time. We still are planning on 

doing some congregational visioning in the 

coming months and our vision will now 

include these new possibilities.   

     While this seems like a lot of change to  

me and maybe to you right now, I trust that 

in time, God will see us all through. Who else 

is there to trust in the midst of change? I have  

to trust that with this change, as with any 

change, there will be some labor pains, but  

the new life that God will bring is worth the 

risk.  It is always worth the risk to try and  

do some collaborative ministry together and 

to try and grow and build God’s kingdom. 

That risk I am always willing to take. 

     May God continue to bless us all with  

faith that God’s Spirit will continue to be 

right alongside us through any change, this 

one included.  Amen.  

          —Pastor Matt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As you have probably heard by now, I have been 

in conversation with the Northern Illinois Synod, 

our Congregational Council, and Cambridge 

Lutheran Church about a change in our pattern  

of ministry together. While we have been excited 

about this opportunity of working with 

Cambridge Lutheran and expanding the work  

we already do, it does come with a few changes  

to ministry as we used to know it here. Pr. Laura 

will move from ¾ time ministry to full-time,  

and I will move from ¾ time to half-time here  

at FLC to add another half-time contract with  

the church at Cambridge.  

     To make room for this addition, our worship 

time at FLC will change yet again on Sunday 

morning to offering one worship at 8:30 a.m.  

Cambridge will also alter their time of worship, 

which will now be at 10:30 a.m. The style of 

worship on Sunday at FLC will vary from 

completely traditional to completely 

contemporary and everything in-between from 

week to week. Now, I am certainly aware that 

these changes are more difficult to make because 

we all enjoy or prefer certain styles, and we each 

have our preferred worship time. This change  

will take some time to get used to for us all, me 

included.   

     Please know that I still feel called to serve 

alongside you all in this congregation and to 

continue serving alongside my wife. That part  

will certainly not change. I have grown in many 

ways because of my call here and will look to 

continue to grow as I take on another 

congregation. The only thing that will certainly 

change will be my time commitment here as  

I add other duties and responsibilities with 

Cambridge. I will still continue to preach, visit, 

and teach here as well as there.   
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First  

Worship 

& Music 

 

 

First  

Prayer 

Please keep the following Lifelines petitions in your prayers: 

World and Community:  For our leaders:  President Joe Biden and Governor J.B.Pritzker.  

For health care workers. For all who work for peace and justice. For those serving our country  

in the military, especially Josh Francis, Brian Hanshaw, Geoffrey Lindesmith, Jessica Ruggles,  

Brandon Sandoval, Brian Sandoval, Christopher Unrath, Law Enforcement Officers and First Responders. 

Church:  For our bishops:  Rev. Elizabeth Eaton and Rev. Jeff Clements. For our partners in ministry:  Pastor Daniel 

Meiyan and the people of Osupuko Parish in Tanzania, Rev. Raja Socrates, Bishop of the Arcot Lutheran Synod, India. 

For missionaries who share the Gospel around the world. For Pr. Raymond Koh and family in Malaysia. For Catherine 

Nelson, seminary student. For Lutheran Social Services of Illinois. For our pastors, parish staff, Preschool staff and 

Church Council (names listed on pg. 8). 

Health and Wellbeing:  For all who are fighting COVID-19, Lonnie Anderson (Kathy Heller’s brother), Mandy  

Baumgardner, Mary Anne Daniels, Gail Hutchinson, Douglas Mustain (Kali Mustain’s father), Michelle Mustain, Peggy 

Schram (Doris Swanson’s daughter), Ron Spittler (Sherry Dickens’ nephew) and Kim Stadler (Kathy Rogers’ daughter). 

Joys:  On the marriage of Abby & Tommy Perry on Saturday, July 10, 2021. We rejoice with Catherine Nelson, who  

has been approved as a Candidate for Ordination to Word and Sacrament Ministry in the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America. Catherine will be completing her Internship in DeKalb, and then will be eligible to receive her First Call.  

We welcomed new members Karen Cathelyn, Megan Olson, Mark & Liz Schuler and children, Chet and Hattie to our 

church family the weekend of July 10 & 11, 2021. For the rain that sustains all life.    

Thanksgiving:  On the safe return home of Jason Kinnard, after a 10-month deployment. For our freedom to worship 

and to gather as Christ followers.  

Sorrows:  On the deaths of Brian Killion, colleague of Kathy Nelson and Mary Hughes, friend of Doris Swanson.  

 

If you wish to submit a prayer request, please contact the church office at 944-3196 or by e-mail prayer@firstgeneseo.org. If you  

or a member of your family have a medical procedure planned or are admitted to the hospital, please call the church office. In the 

event of an after-hours emergency please contact Pastor Matt at 703-505-9517. 

July 31 & August 1, 2021 

Music Camp Worship 

This weekend’s texts include Genesis 8:6-12, 

20-22, Psalm 29 and Mark 6:1-13. 

 

August 7 & 8, 2021 

Pentecost 11/Back to School Blessing 

This weekend’s texts include 1 Kings 19:4-8, 

Ephesians 4:25--5:2 and John 6:35, 41-51.  

 

August 14 & 15, 2021  

Mary, Mother of Our Lord 

This weekend’s texts include Isaiah 61:7-11, 

Galatians 4:4-7 and Luke 1:46-55. 

 

August 21 & 22, 2021  

Pentecost 13 

This weekend’s text include Joshua 24:1-2a,  

14-18, Ephesians 6:10-20 and John 6:56-69.  

 

August 28 & 29, 2021  

Pentecost 14 

This weekend’s text include Deuteronomy  

4:1-2, 6-9, Psalm 15, James 1:17-27 and Mark 

7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23. 

Altar Flowers  

Altar flowers can be donated in honor or 

memory of a loved one, special occasion, or 

simply for the glory of God. The cost of two 

arrangements is $45. The following dates are 

open for flower donations. 
 

      August 1 & 29                    

        September 5 & 12   

              October 24 

         November 21 
 

Sign up at the Welcome Center or please 

call the office at 944-3196.  
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First 

ministries 

 

 

Celebrating Mary, Mother of Our Lord 

The summer months are host to the long “green” season of the church year:  Sunday after 

Sunday in Ordinary Time. We count the weeks after Pentecost, a couple dozen of them,  

until our Reformation celebration comes at the end of October. A welcome break in the 

green season comes when a saint’s feast day falls on a Sunday. When that happens, we have 

the option of celebrating that saint’s life in worship. 

      The feast day for Mary, Mother of our Lord, is August 15, which is a Sunday this year. 

We will observe this during our weekend worship services on August 14 & 15. This means 

 we get to hear Mary’s story and sing Mary’s song in the middle of summer – activities that 

are usually reserved for Advent and Christmas. Think of it as Christmas in August. 

      Our observation of this day and celebration of Mary’s life and faith will not be limited  

to her role in the Christmas story, however. She is, indeed, the “Mother of God.” She stood 

near the cross as her son breathed his last. She gathered with her fellow disciples in the days 

after Jesus’ Ascension as they waited for the gift of the promised Holy Spirit. Her “yes” to 

God that we first hear about in the beginning of Luke’s Gospel continues throughout her  

life, and is echoed every time one of the faithful says “yes” in response to God’s call. 

Music Camp Thank You 

Thank you to all the volunteers, students, 

and parents for making the past week of  

music camp fun and run smoothly! Without 

all of you none of this would be possible! 

 

                                                         —  Morgan Sarber 

New Members 

First Lutheran Church welcomes these new members  

who were received in worship July 10 & 11, 2021 

     Karen Cathelyn              

     Megan Olson 

    Mark & Liz Schuler and children Chet and Hattie  

Council Highlights for July 19, 2021 

New Business. 

• Reviewed the Finance Committee’s 

investment strategy and quarterly statements 

from Charles Schwab. 

• Approved funding request for $1,000 for 

Rebuilding Together Henry County and 

$800 from the Faith Formation fund to offer 

“free” meals for September for Faithtime. 

• Approved the Background Check Policy 

for staff and volunteers that work with 

children. 

• Began discussion for Capital Campaign 

Debt Pay-off Celebration. 

• Approved the Congregational Meeting  

to be held August 15, 2021 at 10:30 a.m. 

• Recommended the Resolution for 

modifying the roles of Pastors for action  

at the Congregational Meeting.  

• Approved Worship schedule to be 

changed beginning September 12, 2021 to 

one service at 8:30 a.m. with the worship 

style to be set by the Pastors, Director of 

Worship & Music and the Worship & Music 

Ministry including traditional,  

contemporary, and blended services.  

June Financial Report  

General Fund Offering: 

June actual   $22,668 

June budget $33,167 

YTD actual        $230,417 

YTD budget           $228,502 

Net Income Over Expenses: 

 June actual  $9,603 deficit 

 June budget $2,787 deficit  

 YTD actual $4,665 surplus 

  YTD budget     $16,766 deficit 
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First 

ministries 

 

 

Faithtime Kids 

We have 44 children registered for the 

coming year, and registration is now closed. 

Faithtime begins on September 8! Please 

contact Pastor Laura if you have any 

questions about Faithtime.  Families will be 

notified who will be picking their child/

children up on Wednesdays if  

they indicated the need for transportation  

to Faithtime. School secretaries will also 

be notified by Pastor Laura after the start  

of school. Be on the lookout for an 

informational email prior to the start  

of Faithtime! We can’t wait to see you! 

Calling All HS Youth! 

Be sure to save this date . . . FLC is hosting 

an afternoon of fellowship and swimming  

for all high school youth grades 8-12 for a 

High School Youth Kick-Off and National 

Youth Gathering Informational Meeting. 

This will be held at the Geneseo Community 

Center Poolside Room from 1-3 p.m. on 

Sunday, August 15. After the informational 

meeting held at 1 p.m., stay for the snacks 

and swimming. The cost of swimming will  

be covered for all youth.  

First Book Club 

First Book Club will resume this fall on Thursday, September 16. Our first book title is  

What Alice Forgot written by Liane Moriarty.  

     Alice Love is twenty-nine, crazy about her husband, and pregnant with her first child.  

So, imagine Alice’s surprise when she comes to on the floor of a gym and is whisked off to  

the hospital where she discovers the honeymoon is truly over — she’s getting divorced, she  

has three kids and she’s actually 39 years old. Alice must reconstruct the events of a lost 

decade and find out whether it’s possible to reconstruct her life at the same time. She has  

to figure out why her sister hardly talks to her, and how is it that she’s become one of those 

super skinny moms with really expensive clothes. Ultimately, Alice must discover whether 

forgetting is a blessing or a curse, and whether it’s possible to start over. Pick up a copy  

today and begin reading this “cheerfully engaging” novel! 
 

• A complete listing of the 2021-22 book titles and authors is available at the Resource 

Center in the Fellowship Room.  

 

I’ve Moved … Kathie DeJaeger  

I miss my church family and would love to hear 

from you …  My new address is:  

Kathie DeJaeger  

11 Singing Woods Rd  

Norwalk, CT 06850-1225  

309-945-8053  

First Friends 
 

Join your First Friends at 11:30 a.m. on  

Thursday, August 12 in the Fellowship 

Room. Lunch will be pulled pork and sides. 

Requested donation is $5 and reservations are 

appreciated. Sign up at the Welcome Center 

or call the church office. Everyone welcome! 

Invite a friend and come enjoy some good 

food and fellowship! 

https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&q=11%20Singing%20Woods%20Rd%20Norwalk,%20CT%2006850-1225
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First 

ministries 

 

 

Women’s Ministry 

Cover Girls Quilting 

Come and work with the “Cover Girls”  

tying quilts made of donated fabrics on 

Wednesday, August 4, 11 & 18 at 9 a.m.  

in Grace Place. The need is great! 

 

Women’s Bible Study 

Join us Wednesday, August 18 at 9 a.m. for 

our summertime Bible Study from Gather 

Magazine – good fellowship and coffee too. 

Everyone is welcome! 

Dress for Success Clothing Drive 

First Lutheran’s Social Ministry Committee is 

sponsoring collection of professional clothing 

for women for Dress for Success Quad Cities 

on September 11 & 12. This organization 

empowers women facing life challenges and 

seeking to enter the workforce by not only 

providing them with interview and  

work-appropriate attire, but also by providing 

encouragement through building confidence, 

networking and workplace-related support  

to help women thrive in work and in life for 

themselves and their families. 

      Attire needed includes professional tops 

and bottoms, suits, dresses, shoes & accessories. 

Please ensure all donated clothing is in very 

good condition and contemporary in style--we 

want the Dress for Success clients to feel as up 

to date as we do! Bring your donated clothing 

on hangers and hang them on the coat rack in 

the Fellowship Room when you come to 

worship on September 11 or 12.  

Worship & Music Opportunities 

I would like to personally invite everyone  

to come share their talents this year! 

•  Glory Ringers will resume rehearsals  

on Thursday, August 19—and we are still 

looking for several more youth or adult 

ringers!  
 

• Sanctuary Choir (high school and adult 

singers) resumes rehearsals on Wednesday, 

September 8 at 7 p.m.  

• Praise Teams  Are you interested in 

singing or playing (guitar, bass and drums) on 

a praise team. We would love for you to join 

us at 7 p.m. on Tuesday evenings!  
 

Please contact Morgan Sarber, Director of 

Worship & Music (worship@firstgeneseo.org)  

if you have any questions or would like to 

share your gifts and talents!  

 

First Lutheran Directory 

The First Lutheran Church directory will 

be updated this fall. If you have a change  

of address or phone number or would like  

your email address added to your contact  

information, please call the church office  

or email Mary Jo Brummet at  

mjbrummet@firstgneseo.org by Monday,  

August 23. Many households no longer have   

a landline and only have cell phone numbers.  

It would be very helpful if everyone could  

verify their current contact information so  

our records are accurate.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You 
 

Scholarship Committee, 
 

Thank you so much for your continued support  

of my education. I appreciate your help as I pursue 

my occupational therapy degree. 

 

        Sincerely,  

        Hannah Himmelman 
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List of LWR School Kit Items 

• 70-sheet spiral notebooks (no loose-leaf paper)  

Please Note:  Each school kit requires four   

                      of the 70-sheet notebooks.     

• rulers (30 cm) 

• pencil sharpeners 

• blunt scissors  

• #2 unsharpened pencils 

• black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink) 

• Crayola crayons (16 or 24 count) 

• 2 ½” erasers 

First 

ministries 

 

 

Lutheran World Relief School Kits 

Items for Lutheran World Relief school kits 

will be collected in August. During the next 

few weeks, please clip the “School Kit needs” 

list and donate what you can in the basket 

located by the church office. School kits are 

packed in cloth drawstring backpacks and 

sent to places where even the few required 

school supplies may be more than a family 

can afford. Thank you for giving a child  

the opportunity to go to school. Pencils  

and paper can help write a positive future!  

Thank You 
 

Dear FLC Scholarship Committee, 
 

I was so pleased to learn that I had been 

selected to receive a scholarship from First 

Lutheran Church. I feel so honored to be  

a recipient of this scholarship and look 

forward to the challenges and opportunities 

that lie ahead of me at Bradley University. 

     As a result of your generous gift, I will  

be able to cut down on the number of hours 

I will need to work and dedicate additional 

time to my studies. It is a great feeling both 

personally and academically to receive your 

scholarship. Thank you for selecting me as   

a scholarship recipient. I will work hard to 

merit your trust and I am so grateful for  

your generosity. I am also thankful for the 

foundation that FLC has given me as I move 

on to the next step in my life. 

 

  Sincerely, 

  Logan Fitzpatrick 

Food Pantry Collection 

The Geneseo-Atkinson Food Pantry is collecting beef broth, soup mix, ranch 

dressing, juice, canned salmon, dryer sheets, aluminum foil, freezer bags and pull ups  

to share with those in our community. Donations may be left in the basket by 

the church office.  

Another opportunity … As the school year begins and fall approaches, our clients will be in need 

of lightweight jackets, long sleeve shirts and jeans. A large number of families and individuals 

use the items donated by the community to reduce the cost of clothing for their household.  
 

Did You Know … We have a red donation drop box for food donations located in the vestibule 

of Fareway for your convenience. You may also donate at the Food Pantry during our business 

hours:  Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 9-12 and 1-4, and Friday 9-12 

Thank You 
 

Scholarship Committee, 
 

Thank you so much for the scholarship!  

I will be using it in order to continue my 

education at Cornell College this fall!  

Thank you for all of your support. 

 

       Emma Slaymaker  
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Council 

 

Jodi Barnhart—President 

Gary Gesme—Vice-President 

Linda Sheley—Secretary  

 Mike Ficken—Treasurer 
 

Anne Calder, Lance Camp,  

Johanna Hager, Kathy Heller,  

Jill Laingen, Cathy Runty,   

Mike Slaymaker, Jacob Steffes,  

Phil Wildermuth 

 

      Meeting Schedule: 

      Cabinet — Monday, August 9 

      Ministries — Monday, August 9 

      Council — Monday, August 16 

 

Preschool staff 
 

Misty Slaymaker, Director 

Margi Ficken 

preschool@firstgeneseo.org 

 

 

Next Chimes deadline: 

Tuesday, august 10 

 

 

Office hours 
 

Monday-Tuesday-Thursday 

8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
 

Wednesday  

8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.  
 

Friday 

Office Closed 
 

Closed for Lunch ~ Noon–1 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

Staff schedule 
 
 

Rev. Laura Kamprath 

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 
 

Rev. Matt Kamprath 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 
 

Morgan Sarber  

Monday-Thursday 
 

 

Mary Jo Brummet 

Monday-Thursday 
 

Abbey Cathelyn 

Monday-Wednesday 
 

Linda Bloomberg 

Monday-Thursday, select hours 

 
 

 

Staff Directory  
 

Rev. Laura Kamprath 

lkamprath@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Rev. Matt Kamprath 

mkamprath@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Morgan Sarber  

Director of Worship & Music 

worship@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Mary Jo Brummet 

Parish Administrator 

mjbrummet@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Abbey Cathelyn 

Director of Youth & Family Ministry 

youth@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Linda Bloomberg 

Receptionist  

receptionist@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Jim Luikart 

Parish Accountant 

jluikart@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Jennifer Johnson 

Programs Meal Coordinator 
 

Charlene Daniels 

Custodian 

cdaniels@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Melinda Wildermuth 

Staff Musician 

 

114 E. Main Street 

Geneseo, Il 61254-1566 

309-944-3196 

www.firstgeneseo.org 

e-mail: first@firstgeneseo.org 
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